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PREFACE. 


jL  he  Writer  of  thefe  pages  is  aware,  that 
the  fubjed  of  them  is  by  no  means  popular,  even 
among  thofe  who  are  efteemed  the  difciples  of 
Chrift.  Befides  the  particular  prejudices  of  va- 
rious perfons  in  favour  of  their  own  practice,  the 
fubjeft,  by  a  kind  of  general  confent,  has  of  late 
years  been  confidercd  as  little  connected  with 
pra£lical  religion.  Whether  this  has  arifen  from 
moft  parties  being  confcious  that  their  own  modes 
of  worfliip  are  little  conducive  to  godlinefs,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  defended  from  the  Scriptures, 
he  prefumes  not  to  determine. 

The  religion  of  Jefus,  in  its  doctrines,  precepts 
and  inftitutions,  is  one  conne6led  whole  ;  in  pro- 
portion as  one  part  is  overlooked,  the  force  of  all 
will  be  weakened.  He  who  feels,  as  every  Chri- 
flian  mutt,  his  pronenefs  to  let  flip  the  moil  im- 
portant truths  of  the  word  of  God,  will  be  thank- 
ful that  the  Lord  has  gracioufly  employed  various 
means  to  preferve  in  our  minds  the  remembrance 
of  them.  He  has  revealed  his  will  in  the  moft 
engaging  and  aflfe<aing  manner,  and  has  alfo  infti- 
tuted  various  ordinances  of  worfliip,  all  which 
reprefent,  and  are  memorials  of  the  doctrines  of 
his  word* 
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If,  in  reading  the  hiftory  of  the  life  of  a  great 
man,  we  had  at  the  fame  time  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  his  actions  delineated  in  the  moft  correct 
and  the  fine  ft  paintings,  it  would  make  a  far 
deeper  impreiTion  on  our  minds  than  the  mere  nar- 
rative. 

Things  to  the  mind  before  unknown^ 
And  ent'ring  by  the  ear  alone. 
Draw  lefs  attention  and  furprife. 
Than  had  they  enter'd  by  the  eyes  ♦• 

The  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  juft  fo  many  fenlibie 
images  of  the  doftrines  he  taught.  When  thcfe 
are  obferved  as  he  delivered  them,  they  greatly 
tend  to  imprefs  us  with  juft  views  of  the  truth, 
and  where  they  are  in  any  meafure  corrupted, 
they  naturally  lead  us  into  error  and  mifappre- 
henfion.  Error  and  mifapprehenfion  in  fenti- 
ment,  muft  always  produce  error  in  pra£lice  ;  for 
it  is  certain  from  the  word  of  God,  that  holinefs 
fprings  from  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the 
truth. 

The  great  end  aimed  at  in  thefe  pages,  is  to 
promote  love  and  union  amongft  Chriftians,  and 
confequently  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  in  the  world* 
The  author  is  convinced,  that  both  thefe  are  in- 
timately connefted  with  the  fubjeft  of  the  book. 

True,  genuine,  and  fincere  union,  is  abfolutely 
impradicable  while  profeflbrs  negle6l  to  enquirCj 


♦  Segnius  irritant  animos  demifla  per  aures, 
Quam  quae  funt  cculis  fubjedla  fidelibus. 

Hoiat.  Ars  Poet,  tranllated  by  DrStedmaiu 
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to  underftand,  and  to  praftife  the  direftions  of  the 
word  of  God  refpedling  focial  worfhip,  and  con- 
fequently  their  attempts  to  difFufe  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift  will  be  feeble,  inconfiftent,  and  ineffec- 
tual. 

He  will  be  happy  to  receive  corre£iion  wherein 
he  has  erred,  for  although  he  is  perfuaded  that  he 
treads  on  fure  ground  refpeding  the  general  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  adopted,  he  is  yet  fenfible 
that  he  niay,  in  fome  refpeds,  have  committed 
mittakes  in  the  application  of  them  ;  and  if  fo,  he 
knows  that  the  error  mufl  have  bad  confequences 
on  his  mind. 

This  book  is  not  intended  as  a  ftandard  for  the 
order  of  any  church  of  Chrift.  Should  it  be 
adopted  as  fuch,  the  views  of  the  writer  would  be 
thereby  completely  defeated.  His  defign  is  to  ex- 
cite his  brethren  in  Chrift  to  ftudy  the  Scriptures 
on  this  and  every  other  fubjeft,  and  to  appeal  only 
to  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony.  In  fo  far  as  it 
produces  this  eiFe6t,  his  objed  will  be  gained.  He 
cordially  adopts  the  language  of  Mr  Ainfworth  : 
'  If  any  places  (viz.  of  God^s  word)  be  alleged 
amifs  or  in^pertinent,  or  things  gathered  otherwife 
than  the  text  will  afford,  (as  through  my  igno- 
rance or  unheedinefs,  no  doubt,  many  may  be  ;) 
I  humbly  aik  pardon  for  the  fame,  both  of  God 
and  his  people  ;  and  do  defire  the  reader  not  to 
rely  upon  my  judgment  in  any  thing,  but  as  him- 
felf,  by  the  wifdom  of  God's  Spirit,  fiiall  fee 
agreeable  unto  truth.  For,  if  any  ftiall  build  up« 
as 
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on  my  words,  without  fure  ground  from  the  Isw 
of  the  Lord,  he  (hall  firfl  offend  God,  who  hath 
given  his  Scriptures  by  divine  infpiration,  2  Tim, 
Hi.  16,  17.  to  teach  and  perfuade  all  truth,  to  re- 
prove and  corred  all  error  ;  to  inftru6t  in  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  make  men  perfed  unto  every  good 
work  :  he  {hall  injure  me  alfo,  who  have  written 
thefe  things  to  be  tried  and  examined  by  C brill's 
law,  not  to  be  accepted  for  a  law  ;  and  he  (hall 
injure  his  own  foul,  by  relying  upon  the  word  of 
frail  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noftrils,  which 
cannot  eftablifh  the  heart,  nor  affure  the  confcience 
in  any  thing.  Let,  therefore,  the  grafs  wither, 
and  the  flower  fade,  for  it  is  the  word  of  our  God 
that  fhail  ftand  for  ever  !*  Ifa.  xl.  8.* 

The  Author  hopes  that  criticifms  or  remarks, 
however  juft,  on  the  manner  or  llyle  in  which  he 
has  written,  will  not  be  confidered  as  reafons  for 
negleding  what  is  here  laid  before  the  Public. 

He  now  commends  this  attempt  to  place  the 
truth  before  the  minds  of  Chriftians,  to  that 
powerful  influence  which  can  produce  attention^ 
banifli  prejudice,  and  work  effedually  and  pradli- 
cally  againft  all  oppofition  ! 

Edinburgh,  yune  4. 1805. 

*  Preface  to  Ainfworth's  Treatife  on  the  Communion  of 
Saints,  p.  Ixxviii.  Sec  hi»  two  Treatifes  re-pubiiflicd  at  Edin- 
burgh, 1789. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  ATTENDING  TO  EVERV 
PART  OF  THE  WORD  OF  GOD. 

X  HE  facred  Scriptures  contain  a  complete  reve- 
lation of  the  will  of  God.  They  inform  us  of  the 
charader  of  God,  and  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  him. 
This  revelation  was  made  by  degrees,  but  has 
been  long  fince  completed,  and  the  canon  of  Scrip- 
ture finally  clofed.  The  utmoft  perfpicuity  is 
united  with  the  greateft  brevity  in  this  wonderful 
book.  Being  the  work  of  God,  it  pofTefles  the 
perfedion  of  its  Author,  and  is  able  to  make  the 
man  of  God  perfect,  thoroughly  furniftied  unto 
every  good  work. 
Chriftians  regard  the  Bible  with  veneration : 
A 
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they  are  jealous  of  its  honour,  and  juftly  efteera 
it  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  their  hopes.  On 
the  truth  of  what  is  there  delivered,  they  reft  their 
eternal  all ;  and,  trufting  in  the  Saviour  whom  it 
reveals,  they  are  enabled,  in  poverty  and  ficknefs, 
in  affli6lion  and  death,  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God. 

Every  Chriftian  owns  he  is  blind,  ignorant,  and 
liable  to  err  at  every  ftep  ;  he  confiders  the  word 
of  God  to  be  a  light  to  his  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  his 
path  ;  yet  too  many  imagine,  that  every  part  of 
this  revelation  docs  not  demand  fcrupulous  re- 
gard. Some  things  which  it  contains,  they  judge 
to  be  indifferent  and  unimportant ;  nay,  they  do 
not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that  attention  to  thefe  di- 
verts the  mind  from  fundamental  truths.  Surely 
good  men  are  not  aware  of  the  confequences  of 
fuch  an  opinion.  It  reprefents  Scripture  to  be 
inconfiftent,  and  Chrifl's  kingdom  to  be  divided 
againft  itfelf,  while  it  is  calculated  to  produce  dif- 
regard  to  every  precept  which  may  be  contrary  to 
our  inclinations.  This  fentiment  is  highly  dif- 
honourable  to  God  ;  it  tends  to  diminifli  our  re- 
gard for  his  authority.  The  more  we  refped 
any  perfon,  and  the  more  exalted  he  is,  the 
more  minute  attention  we  pay  to  whatever  he 
fays.  A  hint  of  his  will  is  fufficient  from  a  king 
to  a  loyal  and  afFeftlonate  fubje6l-.  Muft  we  not 
then,  entertain  inadequate  views  of  the  wifdom  of 
God,  when  we  think  that  any  part  of  his  holyj 
book  may  be  overlooked  ? 
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The  Bible  is  one  confiftent  and  united  whole. 
Every  part  is  eonnedted  ;  the  moft  minute  pre- 
cepts are  adapted  to  ftrengthen  the  influence  of 
the  moft  important  do6trines.  It  is  conapletely 
difFerent  from  the  fyflems  of  men.  Even  in  thofc 
which  difplay  the  greateft  human  wifdom,  we 
fometimes  find  inconfiftenciess  but  in  the  reve- 
lation of  God  thefe  have  no  exiftence.  So 
great  is  the  harmony,  and  fo  intimate  the  con- 
nexion between  all  parts  of  the  word  of  God, 
that  ignorance  of  one  part  always  leads  to  error 
in  another.  Thus  men  having  forfaken  the  Scrip., 
tures  in  regard  to  modes  of  worfhip  and  church 
order,  foon  began  to  imagine  that  they  were  de- 
ficient in  many  other  refpedls,  and  that  thefe  de- 
feds  muft  be  fupplied  by  tradition,  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  church.  On  the  other  hand,  right 
views  of  one  fubjed  contained  in  the  facred  vo- 
lume, tend  to  correft  our  miftakes  on  other  fub- 
je£ts.  It  is  indeed  poflible  to  be  much  occupied 
about  external  order,  while  we  negled  the  weigh- 
tier matters  of  the  law,  but  this  does  not  arife  from 
minutely  attending  to  whatever  God  has  revealed, 
but  from  doing  fo  in  an  improper  and  partial  man- 
ner. We  may  not  only  ruin  our  fouls  while 
attending  to  external  matters,  but  we  may  per- 
plex ourfelves  about  the  greateft  and  moft  funda- 
mental doftrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  wreft  them 
alfo  to  our  own  deftruftion. 

It  is  the  will  of  God  that  his  people  fhould  be 
holy.     To  promote  holinefs  he  has  given  us  a 
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revelation,  that  we,  believing  his  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes,  might  be  partakers  of  a 
divine  nature.  This,  his  grand  end,  is  ne\^er  for 
a  moment  loft  fight  of  in  any  precept  he  delivers  ; 
and  if  we  lofe  fight  of  it,  we  can  derive  little  be- 
nefit from  any  of  the  ordinances  which  he  has 
enjoined.  To  view  the  matter  thus  is  furely 
more  to  the  honour  of  revelation,  than  to  fuppofe 
that  we  beft  fliew  our  regard  for  its  authority  by 
overlooking  fuch  parts  as  we  judge  unnecefTary. 
But  what  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe,  who  imagine  that 
a  diligent  examination  of  the  order  eftablifhed  in 
the  firft  churches  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  would 
render  them  lefs  fpiritual,  and  obftrud  their 
growth  in  grace  !  This  is  downright  antinomi- 
anifm.  It  puts  the  means  in  oppofition  to  the 
end.  The  Scriptures,  however,  are  wrefted  to 
fupport  this  fentiment.  The  kingdom  of  God, 
fay  they,  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteoufnefs, 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft — afluredly  : 
and  therefore,  fay  the  Quakers,  it  is  abfurd  to  bap- 
tize or  adminifter  the  Lord's  fupper.  This  is  car- 
rying the  argument  to  its  proper  length  ;  but  it 
is  not  confiftent  in  thofe  who  condemn  fuch  con- 
duct, to  adduce  this  and  fimilar  paflages  of  Scrip- 
ture, as  a  proof  that  it  is  of  little  importance  what 
external  order  the  churches  adopt. 

It  is  freely  granted,  that  every  part  of  divine 
truth  is  not  in  itfelf  equally  important,  although 
all  is  fandioned  by  the  fame  authority.  There 
are   fome  dodrines,   without  the  knowledge  of 
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tv^hich  we  cannot  be  faved.  There  are  others  of 
which  good  men  have  been  comparatively  igno- 
rant ;  but  Hill  every  doftrine  is  important.  By  ig- 
norance of  one,  we,  in  fome  meafure,  lofe  the  beau- 
tiful harmony  of  divine  truth .  Our  refemblance  to 
God  bears  an  exadl  proportion  to  our  real  know- 
ledge of  him.  Thus  the  apoftle  prays  for  the 
Coloffians,  '*  that  their  hearts  might  be  comfort- 
ed, being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches 
of  the  full  aflurance  of  under/landings  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  myilery  of  God,  and  of  the 
Father,  and  of  Chrifl,"  Col.  ii.  2.  No  man  is 
perfeft  in  knowledge.  None  can  fay  that  in  this 
he  has  attained,  or  is  already  perfect ;  and  if  any 
man  fay  that  he  is  fatisfied  with  the  meafure  of 
his  knowledge,  provided  he  could  but  grow  in 
holinefs,  he  manifefts  great  ignorance  of  the  way 
of  falvation  revealed  in  Scripture,  where  growth 
in  knowledge  and  in  grace  are  always  declared  to 
be  infeparable.  Paul  counted  all  things  lofs  for 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
defired  to  know  him  and  the  power  of  his  refur- 
reaion,  Phil.  iii.  8.  10. 

Amongft  the  men  of  the  world,  a  man's  creed 
is  thought  of  little  confequence,  provided  his 
praftice  be  good.  A  deceived  heart  turns  them 
afide.  They  do  not  perceive  the  connexion  be- 
tween juft  views  of  the  charader  of  God,  and 
delight  in  doing  his  will.  They  confider  the 
great  do£lrines  of  the  gofpel  to  be  merely  fpecu- 
A3 
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latlve  points,  on  which  good  men  may,  and  do 
entertain  diiFerent  opinions.  They  juftify  their 
indiflference  about  thefe,  by  their  diflike  of  con- 
troverfy.  They  affirm  that  zeal  about  fuch  mat- 
ters fours  the  temper,  and  often  diforders  the 
intelle£l.  The  man,  on  the  contrary,  who  is 
taught  of  God,  underftands  that  true  holinefs  is 
neceffarily  connefted  with  the  belief  of  the  truth  ; 
that  the  whole  of  revealed  truth  is  practical,  and 
efieflually  works  in  thofe  who  believe.  He  there- 
fore earneftly  contends  for  the  faith  once  deliver- 
ed to  the  faints,  and  on  account  of  his  attachment 
to  that  gofpel  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
falvation,  he  is  branded  as  a  bigot  by  the  world. 
How  much  does  the  condu6t  of  fome  Chriftians 
towards  their  brethren  refemble  this  !  They  judge 
it  unimportant  what  outward  order  is  adopted  in 
worfhip,  provided  \»  e  hold  fad  the  great  truths 
of  God,  and  follow  after  holinefs.  They  do  not 
perceive  the  influence  the  one  has  upon  the  other; 
that  both  are  enjoiaed  by  the  fame  authority;  and 
that  while  we  do  the  one,  the  other  is  not  to  be 
left  undone.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  be 
thought  to  put  the  moll  important  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel  on  a  footing  with  order  or  modes  of 
worfhip.  The  man  who  worlhips  God  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth,  and  he  only,  fhall  be  accepted  :  but 
order  and  modes  of  worihip  may,  and  muft  have 
much  influence  in  promoting  fpirituality,and  in  fix- 
ing our  minds  on  the  obje£t  of  worjQiip,  or  leading 
them  away  to   what  will  prove  hurtful  to  our 
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fouls ;  yet  are  we  told,  that  attention  to  the  Scrip- 
tures on  thefe  matters  tends  to  diftraft  the  mind, 
and  only  leads  to  difputation  and  controverfy. 

If,  then,  we  would  pay  proper  refped  to  the 
revelation  with  which  we  are  favoured,  let  us 
attend  to  the  whole  of  it.     The  more  we  do  fo, 
the  more  fhall  we  perceive  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  every  part.     We  Ihall  experience  the  efficacy 
of  the  belief  of  the  truth,  in  fandifying  our  minds, 
and  in  making  us  delight  in  holinefs,  while  by  at- 
tending to  the  various  ordinances  delivered  to  the 
churches,  the  belief  and  influence  of  the  truth  will 
be  greatly  promoted.     I  would  fay  to  thofe  who 
are   afraid  of  attending  to  all  Chrift's  command- 
ments, left  their  minds  be  rendered  lefs  fpiritual, 
as  Philip  faid  to  Nathanael,  "  Come  and  fee." 
External  matters  may  indeed  be  contended  for  by 
carnal  men,   deftitute  of  the  truth,  but  ftill  they 
are  a  part  of  that  Scripture  which  cannot  be  bro- 
ken ;  and   although   they  may  be  perverted   and 
wrefted   by  the  ungodly  to  their  own  deftruftion, 
they  are  admirably  fuited  to  promote  the  benefit 
and  comfort  of  the  humble  follower  of  Jefus. 

The  lofs  we  may  fufFer  by  neglefting  any  part 
of  the  revelation  of  God,  is  incalculable.  Har- 
vey was  led  to  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  by  coniidering  what  might  be  the  pur- 
pofe  of  valves  in  the  veins,  which,  opening  by 
preffure  on  the  one  fide,  and  clofing  by  prefliire 
on  the  other,  admitted  the  blood  to  flow  only  in 
one  dircdion.     He  was  convinced  that  this  eco- 
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nomj  anfwered  fome  important  purpofe ;  he  knew 
not  what  it  might  be,  but  attributing  this  to  his 
own  ignorance,  and  perfuaded  that  nature  did  no- 
thing in  vain,  he  perfevered  in  his  refearches,  and 
his  fuccefs  juftified  the  foundnefs  of  the  principle 
he  had  aflumed. 

Some  might  ridicule  Harvey  for  fuppofing,  that 
attention  to  fuch  minute  parts  of  the  human  frame 
could  lead  to  any  ufeful  difcovery,  or  falutary 
pra6lice  ;  they  might  urge  him  to  attend  to  the 
ftru£ture  of  the  more  important  parts  of  the  body  : 
but  they  were  filenced  by  the  event,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  is  now  greatly  influenced,  and 
the  welfare  of  mankind  promoted,  by  this  im- 
portant difcovery.  If  Chriftians  entertained  the 
,fame  confidence,  that  whatever  the  wifdom  of 
God  has  feen  fit  to  record  in  the  lively  oracles, 
is  defigned  for  our  inftrudlion,  and  that  obedience 
to  every  precept  is  calculated  to  promote  holi- 
nefs,  they  would  reap  much  advantage  arid  edifi- 
cation from  it,  and  it  would  have  an  equally  falu- 
tary eiFed  on  their  fouls. 

It  is  not  indeed  effential  to  falvation  that  we 
fhould  know  all  which  God  has  revealed.  We  are 
all,  alas  !  imperfed  in  knowledge  ;  but  furely  it  is 
ueceflary  to  falvation,  and  the  infeparable  efFed 
of  believing  the  gofpel,  that  we  defire  to  know 
■whatever  God  has  revealed.  It  is  undoubtedly  in- 
confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian,  to  be  indif- 
ferent about  any  part  of  the  will  of  God.  Let  it 
be  moft  carefully  obferved,  that  according  to  the 
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Scriptures  we  can  only  have  full  evidence  that  we 
£hall  perfevere,  and  confequently  that  we  fhall  be 
faved,  when  we  give  all  diligence  to  grow  in 
knowledge,  as  well  as  in  faith,  fortitude,  patience, 
and  godlinefs,  2  Pet.  i.  5.11.  It  is  alfo  ejjential  to 
Jalvation^  that  we  obferve  and  profefs  whatever 
we  do  know  to  be  the  will  of  Chrift.  If,  from 
regard  to  human  authority,  worldly  intereft,  or 
from  that  indolence  which  prevents  men  from 
fearching  matters  to  the  bottom,  we  negle£l  any 
of  his  commandments,  alleging  that  they  are  mi- 
nute or  unimportant,  we  fin  prefumptuoufly,  our 
hearts  muft  condemn  us,  and  God  is  greater  than 
our  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things.  A  good 
fubje6l  never  thinks  of  violating  human  laws,  un- 
der pretence  of  their  being  of  little  confequence. 
This  would  juftly  be  deemed  an  impeachment  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  by  whofe  authority 
they  were  enadled,  and  would,  in  every  cafe,  fub- 
je6l  him  to  punifhment :  and  fhall  Chriftians  treat 
the  laws  of  Jefus  with  lefs  refped,  the  infringe- 
ment of  any  one  of  which  infers  condemnation  ? 
James  ii.  10. 

Our  extreme  pronenefs  to  error,  in  regard  to 
religion,  is  alfo  an  important  reafon  why  we 
fhould  diligently  attend  to  every  part  of  the  word 
of  God.  This  difpofition  is  acknowledged  by  all 
who  admit  the  corruption  of  human  nature.  The 
wifeft  men  have  always  difplayed  their  folly  in 
religion,  w^hen  unenlightened  by  divine  revela- 
tion.    Many,  even  with  the  Scriptures  in  their 
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hands,  and  thefe,  too,  perfons  appearing  eminently 
pious  and  holy,  have,  by  for  faking  the  Scriptures, 
and  adopting  human  traditions,  fallen  into  the 
grofleft  abfurdities.  Many  fuch,  I  doubt  not,  are 
now  in  heaven ;  but  furely  their  hiftory  teaches  u€ 
to  give  heed  to  the  word  of  God,  which  we  are 
certain  cannot  miflead  us.  A  fuppofed  latitude  in 
Scripture  refpe£ling  what  were  called  circumftan- 
tials,  led  the  way  to  all  the  abominations  of  Po- 
pery ;  and  we  ought  not  to  negle^l  the  admoni* 
tion,  to  prove  ai/  things,  and  to  hold  faft  that 
which  is  good,  efpecially  as  we  have  fuch  an  ex- 
ample before  our  eyes. 

In  confequence  of  this  natural  perverfencfs  and 
pronenefs  to  err,  we  are  warned  in  Scripture,  if 
we  will  be  wife,  to  become  fools  that  we  may  be 
wife,  1  Cor.  iii.  18.  ;  that  is,  inftead  of  being 
guided  by  our  own  reafonings,  we  mull  fubmit^ 
as  fools,  to  be  taught  of  God.  We  are  alfo  aflli- 
red,  that  whofoever  (hall  not  receive  the  kingdom 
of  God  as  a  little  child,  fhall  in  nowife  enter 
therein,  Luke  xviii.  17.  When  we  receive  with 
reverence  the  whole  of  the  word  of  God,  apply- 
ing each  part  of  it  to  the  ufe  for  which  it  was  de- 
figned,  confidering  it  all  to  be  highly  important, 
we  refemble  a  little  child  fitting  at  the  feet  of  its 
father  ;  but  when  we  take  upon  us  to  decide 
what  we  Ihall  receive  as  binding,  and  what  we 
fhall  negleft  as  unfuitable  to  our  circumftances, 
we  difcover  a  very  oppolite  temper.  We  could 
not  adoiit  a  principle  which  will  lead  us  into. 
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greater  temptation  to  conformity  with  the  world  in 
matters  of  religion,  and,  by  improper  compliances, 
to  do  away  the  offence  of  the  crofs.  Paul,  by 
preaching  circumcifion,  might  have  avoided  per- 
fecution.  Gal.  v.  11. ;  but  although  circumcifion 
was  nothing  in  itfelf,  1  Cor.  vii.  19.  yet  he  would 
not  give  place  by  fubjedlion  to  any  one,  no,  not 
for  an  hour,  in  matters  of  religion,  that  the  truth 
of  the  gofpel  (the  gofpel  in  its  fimplicity)  might 
continue  in  the  churches  which  he  had  planted. 

If  we  once  admit  the  principle  of  adapting  order 
and  modes  of  worfhip  to  our  circumftances,  inftead 
of  adopting  thofe,  and  only  thofe,  which  are  re- 
corded in  Scripture,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  where  we 
fhall  Hop.  Are  all  ordinances  and  modes  of 
worfhip  indifferent  ?  No  Chriflian  will  fay  fo. 
Can  a  precife  line  be  drawn,  beyond  which  we 
mufl  not  go  in  deviating  from  Scripture  ?  This  is 
impoffible.  To  receive  whatever  the  Scripture 
contains,  is  a  clear  and  precife  rule,  capable  of 
being  reduced  to  pra6tice,  wherever  men  are  fa>- 
voured  with  revelation  ;  but  once  depart  from 
this,  and  we  are  all  uncertainty  ;  our  pradice 
cannot  be  in  faith,  and  therefore  cannot  be  accept- 
able to  God,  Rom.  xiv.  23. 

The  arguments  ufed  on  this  fubjed  equally 
prove  the  impropriety  of  adopting  any  pra(5lice 
in  religion,  not  fan£lioned  by  Scripture.  Indeed 
the  principle  held  by  fome,  that  we  may  lawfully 
fet  afide  fome  precepts  formerly  delivered  to  the 
churches,  is  always  accompanied  with  a  fuppofed 
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neceflitj  of  fupplying  deficiencies,  Thefe  princi. 
pies  fland  or  fall  together.  They  are  equally 
pernicious.  And  although  men  profefs  to  limit 
their  application  to  things  indifferent,  they  wear  a 
mofl  unfavourable  afped  on  the  perfeftion,  ful- 
nefs,  and  authority  of  the  word  of  God.  But 
what  are  thefe  indifferent  things  ?  Let  us  hear 
Mr  Locke  on  the  fubjeft.    *  Things  in  their  own 

*  nature  indifferent,  cannot,  by  any  human  autho- 

*  rity,  be  made  any  part  of  the  worlhip  of  God, 

*  for  this  very  reafon,  becaufe  they  are  indiflfe- 

*  rent ;  for  fince  indifferent  things  are  not  capa- 

*  ble,  by  any  virtue  of  their   own,   to  propitiate 

*  the  Deity,  no  human  power  or  authority  can 

*  confer  on  them  fo  much  dignity  and  excellency 

*  as  to  enable  them  to  do  it.     In  the  common 

*  affairs  of  life,  that  ufe  of  indifferent  things  which 

*  God  has  not  forbidden,  is  free  and  lawful ;   and 

*  therefore   in  thofe  things  human  authority  has 

*  place.  But  it  is  not  fo  in  matters  of  religion. 
'  Things  indifferent   are  no  otherwife  lawful  in 

*  the  worfhip  of  God,  than  as  they  are  inftituted 
'  by  God  himfelf  5  and   as  he,  by  fome  pofitive 

*  command,  has  ordained  them  to  be  made  a  part 

*  of  that  worfhip  which  he  will  vouchfafe  to  ac- 

*  cept  of  at  the  hands  of  poor  finful  men  :  nor 
'  when  an  incenfed  Deity  fhall  afk  us.  Who  has 
'  required  thefe,  or  fuch  like  things,  at  your 
'  hands  ?  will  it  be  enough  to  anfwer  him,  that 

*  the  magiftrate  commanded  them.  If  civil  jurif- 
,  diftion  extended  thus  far,  what  might  not  law^- 
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*  fully  be  introduced  into  religion  ?  What  hodge- 

*  podge  of  ceremonies,  what  fuperftitious  inveu- 

*  tions,   built   upon   the    magiftrate*s   authority, 

*  might  not,  againft  confcience,  be  impofed  upon 
'  the  worfliippers  of  God  ?   For  the  greateft  part 

*  of  thefe  ceremonies  and  fuperftitions  confifts  in 
'  the  religious  ufe  of  fuch  things  as  are  in  their 

*  own  nature  indifferent ;  nor  are  they  finful  upon 

*  any  other  account  than  becaufe  God  is  not  the 

*  author  of  them.     The  fprinkling  of  water,  and 

*  the  ufe  of  bread  and  wine,  are  both  in  their  own 

*  nature,  and  in  the  ordinary  occafions  of  life,  al- 

*  together  indifferent.     Will  any  man  therefore 

*  fay,  that  thefe  things   could  have  been  introdu- 

*  ced  into  religion,  and  made   a  part  of  divine 
'  worfhip,  if  not  by  divine  inflitution  ?   If  any 

*  human  authority  or  civil  power  could  have  done 

*  this,  why  might  it  not  alfo  enjoin  the  eating  of 
'  fifh,  and  drinking  of  ale,  in  the  holy  banquet,  as 

*  a  part  of  divine  worfhip  ?  Why  not  the  fprink- 

*  ling  of  the  blood  of  beafts  in  churches,  and  ex- 

*  piations  by  water  or  fire,  and  abundance  more 

*  of  this  kind  ?  But  thefe  things,  how  indifferent 
'  foever  they  be  in  common  ufes,  when  they  come 

*  to  be  annexed  unto  divine  worfhip,  without  di- 
'  vine  authority,  they  are  as  abominable  to  God 

*  as  the  facrifice  of  a  dog.     And  why  a  dog  fo 

*  abominable  ?  What  difference  is  there  between 

*  a  dog  and  a  goat,  in  refped   of  the  divine  na- 

*  ture,  equally  and  infinitely  diftant  from  all  affi- 

*  nity  with  matter,  unlefs  it  be  that  God  required 
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*  the  ufe  of  the  one  in  his  worflilp,  and  not  of  the 

*  other  ?  We  fee  therefore  that  indifferent  things, 

*  how  much  foever  they  be  under   the   power   of 

*  the  civil  magiftrate,  yet  cannot  upon  that  pre- 

*  tence   be  introduced  into  religion,  and  impofed 

*  upon  religious  aflemblies,   bScaufe,  in  the  wor- 

*  fliip  of  God,  they  wholly  ceafe  to  be  indifferent, 

*  He  that   worfliips  God,  does   it  with  defign  to 

*  pleafe  him.  and  procure   his   favour;  but  that 

*  cannot  be  done  by  him  who,  upon  the  command 

*  of  another,  offers  unto  God  that  which  he  knows 

*  will  be   difpleafing  to   him,  becaufe  not  com- 

*  manded  by  himfelf.     This  is  not  to  pleafe  God, 

*  or  appeafe  his  wrath,   but  willingly  and  know- 

*  ingly  to  provoke   him  by  a  manifeil  contempt ; 

*  which  is  a  thing  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the 
'  nature  and  end  of  worfhip  *.'  This  reafoning 
^efpefts  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate  in 
matters  of  religion  ;  but  it  proves  with  equal 
force,  that  all  will-worlhip,  whatever  is  not  ap- 
pointed by  God,  is  improper,  and  that  we  ought 
therefore  to  receive  the  Scriptures,  and  nothing 
elfe,  as  binding  in  the  worlhip  of  God.  Yet 
are  there  fome  pious  men  who,  even  without 
inquiry,  would  fet  aiide  thofe  parts  of  Scripture 
which  feem  to  interfere  with  their  own  pradice, 
and  would  reprefent  attention  to  them,  as  calcu- 
lated to  divert  the  mind  from  the  weightier  mat- 
ters of  the  law.  Before  we  ad  on  fuch  a  princi- 
ple, we  ought  diligently  to  examine  whether  w^e 

*  Locke's  Letter  on  Toleration,  p.  109, — 115,  Glafg.  edit. 
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are  warranted  to  do  fo.  But  the  fubjeft  will  not 
bear  examination,  and,  as  if  confcious  of  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  caufe  they  have  efpoufed,  fome  good 
men,  in  certain  fituations,  difcourage  all  inquiry 
in  fuch  matters,  and  are  ever  deprecating  atten- 
tion to  what  they  call  non-effentials.  I  well  re- 
colled  the  efFed  this  had  upon  my  own  mind. 
When  I  turned  my  attention  to  infant  baptifm, 
and  had  fcruples  on  that  fubjedt,  inftead  of  hear- 
ing fcrlptural  arguments  alleged  for  the  pradice, 
I  heard  good  men  ridiculing  the  idea  of  fo  much 
attention  being  paid  to  it.  This  had  almoll  con- 
vinced me,  that  there  was  nothing  material  to  be 
faid  in  its  favour. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  feems  evident,  that  it  high- 
ly becomes  us  to  attend  to  every  part  of  the  word 
of  God.  Every  thing  we  there  meet  with  is 
important.  Were  Scripture  more  ftudied  under 
this  impreflion,  there  would  be  a  rapid  progrefs 
among  Chriftians,  both  in  knowledge,  in  uni- 
formity of  fentiment  and  religious  obfervances, 
and  in  the  pradice  of  holinefs.  It  is  high  time 
to  fliake  off  that  temper  of  mind  which  indifpofes 
us  for  the  inveftigation  of  truth  ;  which  leads  us 
to  cherifh  the  prejudices  we  have  received  from 
our  fathers,  and  which  renders  us  unwilling  to 
go  beyond  them  on  any  fubjed  *.     This  has  a 

fhew  of  humility,  but  in  fad  it  arifes  from  floth, 

/ 
*  A  Burgher  Elder  lately  obferved  in  the  Aflbciate  SynoJ» 
that  the  ufe  we  ought  to  make  of  our  forefathers  is,  to  (land  oa 
their  (houldcrs,  aud  to  try  how  much  farther  we  could  fee. 
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prejudice,  and  indifference  about  divine  truth.  We 
ought,  indeed,  cautioufly  to  avoid  being  tofled  to 
and  fro  with  every  wind  of  doftrine  ;  but  if  our 
fteadinefs  do  not  arife  from  regard  to  the  autho- 
rity of  God  ;  if  it  do  not  proceed  from  diligent 
attention  to  his  word,  it  no  more  deferves  the 
name  of  fledfaftnefs  in  the  faith,  than  the  parfi- 
xnony  of  a  mifer  deferves  the  name  of  economy. 

I  conclude  this  chapter  with  reminding  my 
readers  of  the   folemn  warning  which  clofes  the 
revelation  of  God.     It  demands  the  ferious  atten- 
tion .of  thofie  who  do  not  hold  themfelves  bound 
to  be  implicitly  directed,  in  all  things,  by  the  word 
of  God  :    '*  I  teftify  unto  every  man  that  heareth 
the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book.  If  any 
man  fhall  add  unto  thefe  things,  God  fhall  add 
unto  him  the  plagues   that   are  written  in  this 
book  ;    and  if  any  man  fhall  take   away  from 
the  words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God 
fliall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life, 
and  out  of  the  holy  city,   and   from   the  things 
which  are  written  in   this  book."     This  decla- 
ration is  peculiarly  fuitable,   not  only  as  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  New  Tellament,  but  of  that  part  of 
it,  in  particular,  which  efpecially  expofes  to  our 
view,  and   our  abhorrence,   the  abominations  of 
falfe  religion,  under  the  influence  of  which  Chri- 
ftians  have  entered  into  forbidden  and  corrupt  al- 
liance with  the  world,   a  fin  which  is  ftyled,   in 
the  figurative  language  of  that  book,   committing 
fornication  with  the  kings  of  the  earthy  and  have 
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thus  made  the  word  of  God  void  by  corrupt  tra- 
ditions. The  warning,  I  doubt  not,  is  given 
chiefly  to  prevent  the  Scriptures  from  being  mu- 
tilated ;  but  it  alfo  admonifhes  all  to  tremble  at 
God's  word  ;  to  receive  it  as  a  complete  and  con- 
fiftent  revelation,  to  be  embraced  and  refpeded  in 
all  its  parts  ;  and  to  beware  left,  through  indo- 
lence, or  compliance  with  the  opinions  of  men,  we 
introduce  diftin6lions  founded  on  our  own  igno- 
rance, and  thus  put  afunder  what  God  has  joined. 


CHAPTER    II. 

THERE  IS  REASON  TO  PRESUME,  THAT  THE  NEW 
TESTAMENT  CONTAINS  INSTRUCTIONS  CON- 
CERNING EVERY  PART  OF  THE  WORSHIP  AND 
CONDUCT  OF  CHRISTIAN  SOCIETIES,  AS  WELL 
AS  CONCERNING  THE  FAITH  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
INDIVIDUALS. 

X  HE  Lord  Jefus,  in  writing  to  the  church 
of  Thyatira,  fays,  "  I  will  put  upon  you  no  other 
burden ;  but  that  which  ye  have  already,  hold 
fail  till  I  come,"  Rev.  ii.  24,  25.  This  exa6l- 
ly  agrees  with  the  awful  denunciation,  quoted 
above,  again  ft  thofe  who  add  to  or  take  from 
the  wofd  of  God.  Both  evidently  imply,  thai 
B3 
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nothing  befides  what  is  contained  in  Scripture  is 
to  be  binding  on  our  confciences  ;  and  furely  it 
is  abfurd  to  introduce  into  religion  what  is  not  a 
matter  of  confcience. 

One  part  of  the  perfeflion  of  Scripture  confifts 
in  its  being  completely  adapted  to  the  character 
and  circumftances  of  men.  We  obferved,  that 
from  the  coniideration  of  our  pronenefs  to  err,  we 
ought  fcrupuloufly  to  adhere  to  the  directions  of 
God.  This  part  of  our  charafter  alfo  affords  a 
ftrong  prefumption  that  God  hSs  given  us  a  full 
and  dillind  rule,  which  may  at  once  guide  the 
humble  inquirer,  and  render  thofe  inexcufeable 
who,  refufing  to  hearken  to  him,  prefume  to 
walk  in  their  own  counfels.  Had  man  been  lefs 
perverfe,  the  fame  precifion  would  not  have  been 
necelTary  ;  but  as  we  muft  fuit  our  inftrudlions  to 
the  capacity  and  charader  of  the  pupil,  fo  has 
God,  we  may  prefume,  condefcended  to  deal  with 
us.  Now,  whether  we  confider  the  blindnefs  and 
folly  of  men  in  matters  of  religion,  as  reprefented 
in  Scripture,  or  as  demonflrated  by  fads,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  clear  and  precife  rule  will  evidently 
appear. 

This  neceflity  is  further  evident,  from  the  in- 
fluence which  good  or  bad  laws  muft  always 
have  upon  fociety.  A  great  part  of  the  worfhip 
of  Chriftians  is  focial.  One  chief  defign  of  the 
gofpel  is,  to  enlarge  the  afFe6lions  towards  man- 
kind, efpecially  towards  thofe  who  belong  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift.     The  happinefs  and  profperity  of  any 
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focietj  depends,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  the  laws 
by  which  it  is  governed.  A  church  of  Chrifl  is 
a  focietj,  and  without  proper  laws  it  cannot  fub- 
fift.  '  Forafmuch  as  no  focietj,  how  free  fo- 
ever,  or  upon  whatfoever  flight  occalion  inflitu- 
ted,  (whether  of  philofophers  for  learning,  of 
merchants  for  commerce,  or  of  men  of  leifure  for 
mutual  converfation  and  difcourfe),  no  church  or 
company,  I  fay,  can  in  the  leaft  fubfift  and  hold 
together,  but  will  prefently  diflblve  and  break  to 
pieces,  unlefs  it  be  regulated  by  fome  laws,  and 
the  members  all  confent  to  obferve  fome  order  : 
place  and  time  of  meeting  muft  be  agreed  on ; 
rules  for  admitting  and  excluding  members  muft 
be  eftablifhed  ;  diftindion  of  officers,  and  putting 
things  into  regular  courfe,  and  fuch  like,  cannot 
be  omitted  *.'  Whoever  makes  thefe  laws  ought 
to  be  very  well  acquainted,  not  only  with  the  nature 
and  defign  of  a  Chriftian  church,  but  with  thofe 
circumftances  which,  through  the  corruption  of 
human  nature,  may  arife  to  fruftrate  the  defign  of 
the  afTociation.  Unlefs  he  polTefs  this  knowledge 
in  a  very  great  degree,  his  laws  will  afTuredly 
clafh  with  the  fpirit  of  the  inflitution,  and,  inilead 
of  reprefTing,  will  be  likely  to  produce  confufion. 
Now,  where  fhall  we  find  the  man,  fince  the  days 
of  the  apoftles,  polTefTed  of  fuch  an  extenfive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  nature  of  Chrift's  kingdom, 
of  fuch  minute  knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
and,   at  the  fame  time,  fo  uninfluenced  by  local 

♦  Locke  on  Toleration,  p.  42, — 44, 
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J)rejudice,  as  to  be  capable  of  eftablifhing  laws 
which  fhall  tend,  in  the  greateft  degree,  to  reprefs 
corruption  amongft  Chriftians  in  their  afrociate<i 
capacity,  and  yet  to  lay  their  confciences  under  no 
unnecefTary  reftraint?  If  it  be  alleged,  that  1  have 
reprefented  the  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
church  of  Chrifl,  as  requiring  more  precifion  than 
is  in  fa£t  neceflary,  I  would  appeal  to  the  effedl  of 
good  or  bad  laws  on  civil  fociety.  What  a  dif- 
ference is  there  between  the  flate  of  this  country, 
and  that  of  Spain  or  of  Turkey  I  Does  not  this 
arife,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  fuperior  excel- 
lence of  the  laws  by  which  we  are  governed  ? 
But  laws  are  ftill  more  important  in  an  aflbciation 
wholly  deligned  to  promote  religion.  God  may 
be  much  diftionoured  by  the  flate  of  the  heart, 
although  this  be  not  difcovered  by  adions  j  and 
laws  which  are  intended  to  promote  holinefs  of 
heart,  require  to  be  framed  with  much  more 
wifdom  than  fuch  as  only  extend  to  outward  con- 
dua. 

As  religion  is  a  matter  of  revelation,  in  regard 
to  which  we  are  conilantly  cautioned  againft  lean- 
ing to  our  own  underftanding,  and  exhorted  to 
become  like  little  children — as  the  purpofe  of  the 
formation  of  churches  is  purely  religious— and  as 
good  or  bad  laws  fo  eminently  tend  to  promote 
or  to  obftrud  the  profperity  of  all  focieties,  it  is 
furely  raofl  reafonable  to  expert,  that  we  fhall 
find  in  Scripture  an  univerfal  rule  for  the  direc-^ 
tion  of  Chriftians  in  their  afibciated  charafter. 
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To  thefe  confiderations  let  us  add,  God's  decla- 
red abhorrence  of  will-vvorlhip.  God  is  greatly 
to  be  feared  in  the  aflembly  of  his  faints,  and  to  be 
had  in  reverence  of  thofe  who  are  about  him.  To 
introduce  any  of  our  own  devices  into  his  worlhip, 
is  not  only  contrary  to  that  reverence  which  he 
uniformly  enjoins,  but  is  marked  with  his  deci- 
ded difapprobation.  "  Wherefore  the  Lord  faid, 
Forafmuch  as  this  people  draw  near  to  me  with 
their  mouth,  and  with  their  lips  do  honour  me, 
but  have  removed  their  heart  far  from  me,  and 
their  fear  toward  me  is  taught  by  the  precepts 
of  men  :  Therefore,  behold  I  will  proceed  to  do 
a  marvellous  work  among  this  people,  even  a 
marvellous  work  and  a  wonder  ;  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  vrife  men  mall  pcrith,  tnd  tne  un- 
derftanding  of  their  prudent  men  Ihall  be  hid," 
Ifa.  xxix.  13,  14.  Here,  departure  in  heart  from 
God  is  connedled  with  worihipping  him  in  ways 
of  human  invention,  and  the  Lord  Jefus,  quoting 
this  fame  paflage,  aflures  us,  that  if  our  fear  be 
taught  by  the  commandments  of  men,  our  wor- 
Ihip  is  vain.  Matt.  xv.  9.  The  fame  truth  is  en- 
forced by  the  apoftle,  when  he  warns  Titus,  i.  14. 
not  only  againft  Jewifli  fables  *,  but  againfl  com' 
mandments  of  men  that  turn  from  the  truth.  This 
is  a  maxim  of  univerfal  application  in  religion. 
'  This  pride  and  folly  of  men  was  that  which  loft 

»  Thefe  Jewiih  fables  deferved  the  name  of  things  indifferent, 
much  more  than  many  others  to  which  the  term  has  in  modern 
times  been  applied  ;   yet  againft  thefe  Titus  is  warned. 
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all  knowledge  of  God  in  the  world,  and  all  ob< 
dience  unto  him.  The  ten  commandments  are  bi 
a  tranfcript  of  the  light  and  law  of  nature.  TI 
firft  of  thefc  required  that  God,  the  only  tn 
God,  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  all,  fhould 
be  acknowledged,  worfliippcd,  believed  in,  and 
obeyed.  And  the  fecond  was,  that  we  ihould 
not  make  unto  ourfelves  any  image  or  reprefen- 
lation  of  him.  Whatever  he  would  do  himfelf, 
yet  he  Uri^kly  forbids  that  we  fliould  make  any 
fuch  unto  ourfelves.  And  here  began  the  apof- 
tafy  of  the  world  from  God.  They  did  not 
abfolutcly  rejed  liim,  and  fo  call  off  the  firft 
fundamental  precept  of  the  law  of  nature,  but 
they  fubmitted  not  unto  his  wifdom  and  autho- 
rity in  the  rxcxt,  which  was  evidently  educed 
from  it.  They  would  make  images  and  repre- 
fentations  of  him  unto  themfelves.  And  by  this 
invention  of  their  own,  they  firft  dilhonoured  him, 
and  then  forfook  him,  giving  themfelves  up  unto 
the  rule  and  fervice  of  the  devil.  Wherefore, 
as  the  way  that  God  in  infinite  wifdom  found 
out  for  the  reprefentation  of  himfelf  unto  us,  was 
the  only  means  of  recovery  from  the  firft  apoftafy ; 
the  way  found  out  by  men  unto  the  fame  end,  was 
the  great  means  of  cafting  the  generality  of  man- 
kind unto  the  fartheft  degree  of  a  new  apoftafy 
from  God,  whereof  our  nature  is  capable.  And 
of  the  fame  kind  will  all  our  contrivances,  in  what 
belongs  unto  his  worftiip  and  glory,  be  found  to 
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>e,  though  unto  us  they  may  appear  both  fpe- 
cious  and  necefl'ary  *.' 

If  any  fhall  fay  that  the  worjhip  of  God  is  in- 
deed fixed,  and  from  that  appointed  mode  we  are 
not  to  deviate,  but  that  other  matters,  in  regard 
to  the  order  of  churches,  are  left  undetermined — 
let  them  give  us,  if  they  can,  from  the  word  of 
God,  a  more  precife  ftandard  for  our  worfliip, 
than  can  be  given  for  the  conflitution  of  a  church, 
the  character  of  church  members,  the  ordinance 
of  difcipline  to  be  obferved  in  a  church,  &;c. 
But  how  much  contention  and  bloodflied  has  ari- 
fen  about  modes  of  worliiip  I  How  many,  by  pe- 
nal laws,  have  been  compelled,  againft  their  con- 
Iciences,  to  comply  with  modes  and  forms  which 
they  detefled  !  There  are  few  things  in  religion 
over  which  men  have  claimed  and  exercifed  more 
power,  than  in  the  moll  folemn  ordinances  :  but 
every  a6l  of  a  church  of  Chrift,  ought  to  be  an 
a6l  of  woriliip,  an  a£l  of  obedience  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Head  of  the  church  ;  and  whatever 
they  do  in  their  aiTociated  capacity,  ought  not 
only  to  be  done  from  regard  to  his  authority,  jut 
as  aftually  in  his  prefence;  for  he  hath  faid, 
**  Where  two  or  three  are  met  together  in  my 
name,  there  am  T  in  the  midft  of  them." 

It  is  faid  alfo,  that  the  Scriptures  chiefly  regard 
the  ftate  of  the  heart.     This  is  moft  certain.     I 
not  argue  for  any  one  regulation  being  con- 
Owen  on  the  Perfon  and  Gloiy  tf  Chrift,  p.  101,102.  Ed, 
Kt.  1800. 


24         SOCIAL  WORSHIP,  IN  ALL  ITS  PARTS, 

tained  in  the  word  of  God,  which  is  not  defigned 
or  calculated  to  promote  holinefs  of  heart ;  but  if 
matters  of  outward  order  are  not  altogether  unim- 
portant ;  if  they  may  be  framed  fo  as  to  guard 
us,  in  fome  meafure,  againfl  temptation,  and  to 
promote  reverence  to  God  and  love  to  man,  it 
affords  a  llrong  prefumption,  that  the  word  of 
God  contains  full  directions  refpefting  them. 

It  is  certainly  proper  that  our  religion  fhould 
not  be  loaded  with  unneceffary  ceremonies.  Now 
we  know  how  very  prone  man  is  to  multiply 
thefe.  The  aatural  efFe6l  of  this  is  to  divert  the 
mind  from  real  religion,  and  to  harden  the  wicked 
in  their  infidelity.  The  regulations  of  man  in 
religion,  always  ufelefs,  are  frequently  in  direft 
oppofition  to  the  will  of  God.  This  arifes  from 
his  natural  perverfenefs  and  ignorance  ;  and  of 
this  we  have  a  notable  inftance  in  the  conduft  of 
the  Jews.  Not  fatisfied  with  what  God  hai 
revealed,  they  proceeded  to  fupply  deficienci 
and  by  one  of  the  laws  which  they  devife 
they  completely  fet  afide  one  of  God's  com- 
mandments. Matt.  XV.  3.  This  was  not  inten- 
tional. They  ftill  profefled  the  greateft  reve- 
rence for  God's  law  ;  but  their  folly  prevented 
them  from  perceiving,  that  as  the  Scripture  could 
not  be  broken,  as  nothing  fuperfluous  was  to  be 
found  in  it,  fo  neither  was  there  any  deficiency  tc 
fupply  ;  that  when  at  a  lofs  for  the  path  of  duty, 
they  ought  to  lludy  it  diligently,  with  prayer  to 
God  for  wifdom  to  underftand  it. 
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The  abufes  which  have  aftually  taken  place, 
afford  a  very  flrong  prefumption  that  Scripture 
does  not  countenance  that  latitude  in  matters 
of  external  order,  for  which  many  contend. 
One  deviation  from  the  apoftolic  practice  took 
place  after  another,  till  the  man  of  fin  was  feated 
on  his  throne  in  the  temple  of  God,  afluming  the 
power  of  changing  times  and  laws.  Indeed, 
where  this  awful  apoftafy  is  foretold  in  Scripture, 
adherence  to  the  apoftolic  pra6lice  is  immediately 
enjoined  in  the  moft  particular  manner.  The 
apoftle  having  noticed  this  dreadful  falling  away, 
and  having  characterized  the  man  of  fin  and  his 
deluded  followers,  who,  not  receiving  the  love  of 
the  truth,  fhould  be  given  up  to  the  grofTeft  delu- 
fion,  contrafts  the  charafter  of  the  ThefiTalonian 
church  with  theirs :  He  proceeds,  '*  Therefore, 
brethren,  ftand  faft ;  and  hold  the  traditions  which 
ye  have  been  taught,  whether  by  word  or  our 
epiftle."  Here  he  evidently  enforces  regard  to 
what  he  had  taught,  as  the  fure  and  only  prefer- 
vative  from  this  dreadful  calamity.  So  long  as 
the  authority  and  the  injunftions  of  the  apoftles 
were  regarded  as  facred,  an  effeftual  ft:op  was  put 
to  any  manifeft  defection  ;  but  as  foon  as  Chri- 
flians  aflumed  the  principle,  that  circumflances 
warranted  a  departure  from  their  plan,  anarchy, 
confufion,  and  irreligion,  advanced  with  rapid 
flrides,  and  foon  covered  the  world  with  the  grof- 
feft  darknefs. 

It  is  moft:  evident,  that  the  papal  fyftem  could 
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never  have  arifen,  had  the  word  of  God  been 
deemed  a  fufficient,  indifpenfablc,  and  permanent 
rule  refpefling  the  order  of  churches  of  Chrift. 
It  is  no  lefs  evident  that,  confidering  the  folly  of 
human  nature,  it  was  hardlj  poflible  but  grofs 
corruptions  muft  neceflarily  have  arifen,  if  matters 
of  order  were  left,  in  a  good  meafure,  vague  and 
undetermined.  We  may  therefore  reafonably  pre- 
fume,  that  the  Lord  did  not  leave  a  breach  in  his 
fold  fo  eafily  acceflible  to  the  enemy  of  his  peo- 
ple, nor  expofc  them  to  fuch  inroads  as  he  might 
make  by  means  of  it.  Of  one  thing  we  are  fure, 
that  they  would  have  been  far  lefs  expofed  to 
thefe  by  having  a  determinate  rule.  Dr  Camp- 
bell, in  his  Lectures  on  Ecclefiallical  Hiftory, 
traces  the  gradual  corruption  of  the  churches,  and 
points  out  many  cafes,  in  which  it  might  be  very 
plaufibly  fuppofed  that  good  men,  while  dcfigning 
to  promote  religion,  in  fact  led  the  way  to  all  fub- 
fequent  corruptions.  We  certainly  know  that  the 
corruption  did  take  place.  Now,  whether  is  it 
more  rcafonable  to  conclude,  that  this  proceeded 
from  negle6ling  a  rule  contained  in  the  Scriptures 
of  truth,  or  that  in  confequence  of  the  Scriptures 
containing  no  fuch  rule,  men  were  almofl  una- 
voidably led  into  the  fnare  of  the  devil  ? 

A  further  prefumption  that  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  contains  a  complete  fyftem  of  regulations 
for  Chriftian  worihip,  arifes  from  God's  dealings 
towards  men  in  every  age.  We  have  nothing 
recorded  which  leads  us   to  fuppofe,   that  ever 
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God  left  his  worfliippers  to  their  own  difcretlony 
refpefting  the  manner  of  worfliipping  him.  In 
every  age,  the  fubftance  of  his  law  to  his  people 
was,  "  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thv  God  with  all 
thine  heart."  Bat  their  obedience  to  his  com- 
mandments was  ever  the  proof  of  their  love, 
Thefe  commandments  not  only  refpe^ed  their 
duty  to  men,  but  the  manner  in  which  God  was 
to  be  worfhipped,  and  what  ceremonies  were  ta 
be  obferved  by  them.  He  fet  apart  the  feventli 
day  from  the  beginning,  and  although  all  days  were 
in  themfelves  indifferent,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
any  v/ho  regarded  his  authority  would  have  chang- 
ed this  for  another.  It  is  true,  we  cannot  fpeak 
particularly  of  the  mode  of  worfhip  before  the  law, 
becaufe  the  account  we  have  of  every  thing  of  that 
date  is  fo  very  fliort.  But  we  know  God  infti- 
tuted  facrifices,  and  was  highly  difpleafed  when 
there  was  a  deviation  from  thofe  which  he  had 
eflabli(hed  ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Cain,  who,  inllead 
of  God's  appointed  offering,  brought  the  firft 
fruits  of  his  ground.  Before  the  flood  there  was 
a  diftin£lion  between  clean  and  unclean  beafts. 
Gen.  vii.  2.  which  could  only  arife  from  the  re- 
vealed will  of  God.  Noah,  and  all  the  patriarchs, 
evidently  appear  to  have  built  an  altar  wherever 
tliey  offered  facrifices,  and  we  find  God,  on  one 
occafion,  commanding  Jacob  to  build  one.  Gen. 
XXXV.  1.  Now  this  muft  have  arifen  either  from 
an  altar  being  a  human  invention,  which  was  thus 
fandioaed  of  God,  or  that  it  was  his  own  appoint- 
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ment.  God  promifed  to  blefs  Ifaac,  and  multiply 
ills  feed,  becaufe  Abraham  obeyed  his  voice,  and 
kept  his  charge,  his  commandments,  his  ftatutcs, 
and  his  laws,  Gen.  xxvi.  5.  which  (hews  that 
God  had  delivered  various  ordinances  to  Abra- 
ham, although  we  are  not  informed  of  them. 

The  precifion  which  was  to  be  obferved  un- 
der the  law  is  manifeft.  Every  part  of  the  focial 
worfbip  of  Krael  was  minutely  pointed  out ;  and 
we  find  that  Mofes,  who  was  charged  with  deli- 
vering the  laws  of  God  to  the  people,  received 
the  honourable  teflimony  that  **1le  was  faithful  in 
all  his  houfe."  There  was  indeed  one  important 
reafon  for  this  precifion,  that  all  the  ordinances 
were  typical,  and  intended  as  a  teftimony  of  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel ;  as  well  as  to  lead  the  mind  of 
the  pious  Ifraelite  to  look  for  the  accompliflimentof 
the  promife  made  to  Abraham.  But  the  minute- 
nefs  with  which  the  ordinances  of  worlhip  were 
delivered,  was  alfo  intended  to  feparate  Ifrael 
from  the  nations ;  not  only  to  preferve  them  from 
idolatry,  but  to  prevent  ftrangers  from  incorpo- 
rating with  them.  The  types  are  now  fulfilled^ 
the  fhadows  have  pafled  away,  and  the  fubftance  is 
come.  One  reafon  for  the  minute  directions  gi- 
ven to  regulate  the  worlhip  of  Ifrael,  is  therefore 
at  an  end.  But  although  one  caufe  of  this  preci- 
fion has  ceafed,  the  other  remains  in  full  force.' 
The  Lord  has  warned  his  people  as  folemnly 
againft  conformity  to,  or  union  with  the  world,  as 
he  did  Ifrael  of  old  againft  mingling  with  the  na* 
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tlons.  His  language  to  them  is  not  lefs  pointed  : 
*'  Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  fepa- 
rate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will 
receive  you,  and  be  a  father  to  you,  and  ye  fliall  be 
•rty  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty," 
-  Cor.vi.  17,18.  "  Ye  cannot  ferve God  and  mam- 
mon," Luke  xvi.  13.  '*  Be  not  deceived,  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners,"  1  Cor. 
XV.  33.  "  A  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole 
lump,"  Gal.  V.  o.  Now  if,  in  order  effedlu- 
ally  to  feparate  Ifrael  from  the  natrons,  fuch  pre- 
cifion  in  the  conilitution  of  the  Jewilh  church  and  ' 
in  their  ordinances  of  worlhip  v/ere  neceflary,  can 
we  luppofe,  that  when  the  fame  end  was  to  be 
attained  under  the  gofpel,  no  fuch  means  were  em- 
ployed? If  Mofes  was  faithful,  as  z/ervant^  over 
God's  houfe,  Chrifl  was  faithful,  as  ayb/?,  over  his 
own.  He  knew  v/hat  was  in  man  ;  his  pronenefs 
to  ftart  afide  from  God,  like  a  deceitful  bow  ;  the 
fluence  of  proper  laws  in  regulating  the  focial 
intercourfe  of  his  people— and  did  he  omit  to  de- 
liver fuch  laws  ?  or  is  his  holy  word  fealed  up^ 
and  nothing  precife  and  perfpicuous  to  be  found 
on  this  fubjed  ?  Although  Ifrael  muft  not  admit 
idolaters  into  their  communion,  left  they  fliould  be 
rawn  afide,  is  it  left  to  our  difcretion,  whether 
the  churches  of  Chrift  iliall  confift  of  a  mixed 
multitude,  or  of  thofe  who  give  evidence  of  being 
members  of  his  body,  of  his  flefh,  and  of  his 

fnes  ?  '  '  . 

Few,  Iprefume,  confider  themfelves  fufficientJ^ 
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acquainted  with  the  precife  import  of  the  latter 
part  of  Ezekiel's  prophecy,  to  endeavour  from 
thence  to  eftabliih  any  particular  mode  of  worftiip 
for  the  New  Teflament  churches  ;  yet  that  it 
refers  to  the  times  of  the  gofpel,  1  fuppofe  will 
be  generally  admitted.  There  is  one  paffage 
which  I  fhall  juft  mention,  which  appears  to  me 
to  intimate  that  God  has  delivered  in  Scripture  a 
form  for  the  New  Teflament  churches,  and  that 
this  form  fhall  be  underftood  and  adopted.  It  is, 
Ezek.  xliii.  10,  11.  '*  Thou  fon  of  man,  fhew  the 
houfe  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  they  may  be 
afhamed  of  their  iniquities  ;  and  let  them  meafure 
the  pattern.  And  if  they  be  afhamed  of  all  that 
they  have  done,  fhew  them  the  form  of  the  houfe, 
and  the  fafhion  thereof,  and  the  goings  out  there- 
of, and  the  comings  in  thereof,  and  all  the  forms 
thereof,  and  all  the  ordinances  thereof;  and  write 
it  in  their  fight,  that  they  may  keep  the  whole 
form  thereof,  and  all  the  ordinances  thereof,  and 
do  them."  Mr  Scott,  in  his  notes  on  this  paf- 
fage, obferves,  *  This  may  be  alfo  referred  to  the 
times  when  the  whole  church  fhall  be  reformed 
according  to  the  flandard  of  Scripture  ;  when  all 
denominations  of  Ghrillians  fhall  difcem  by  that 
light  their  deviations  from  the  truth  of  God,  in 
dodrine,  difcipline,  worfhip  and  pradice,  repent 
of  them,  and  attempt  to  rectify  them  ;  and  this 
beginning  of  humiliation  will  make  way  for  their 
more  complete  inftrudtion  in  every  part  of  the 
divine  will.' 
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If  this  interpretation  be  juft,  and  it  feems  to  be 
fo,  then  the  Scriptures  do  contain  a  llandard  of 
dodrine,  difcipline,  worfhip,  &c.  and  thofe  who 
do  not  at  prefent  humbly  fearch  for  it,  are  living 
in  fin.  The  tellimony  of  the  above  author  is  the 
lefs  fufpicious,  as  he  is  a  minifter  of  the  church 
of  England,  and  fets  out  on  this  expofition  of  the 
vifion  of  Ezekiel  by  obferving,  that  '  it  is  vain 
to  attempt  laying  down  rules  for  church  govern- 
ment, difcipline,  worfliip,  &c.  from  fuch  an  ob- 
fcure  vifion.'  Notes  on  Ezek.  xl.  ver.  1.  With 
this  fentiment  I  fully  agree  ;  but  I  think  the 
whole  vifion,  if  it  be  allowed  to  refer  to  gofpel 
times,  affords  the  ftrongefl  prefumption  thatChrifl 
has  left  a  precife  and  determinate  rule  for  the  go- 
vernment of  his  people. 

This  fuppofition  is  much  firengthened  by  John's 
vifion.  Rev.  xi.  1,  2.  in  which  there  is  a  plain  re- 
ference to  the  vifions  of  Ezekiel.  The  angel  ha- 
ving given  him  a  reed,  commanded  him  to  mea- 
fure  the  temple  of  God  and  the  altar,  and  them 
that  worftiip  therein ;  but  the  court  which  is  with- 
out the  temple,  he  was  direded  to  leave  out,  and 
not  to  meafure,  for  it  was  given  unto  the  Gen- 
tiles. This  denoted,  fays  Mr  Scott,  *  that  in  the 
predicted  period  there  would  be  a  fmall  number, 
whofe  do6trine,  worlhip,  and  behaviour,  would 
bear  meafuring  by  the  word  of  God/  Unlefs  we 
fuppofe  that  the  word  of  God  contains  a  flandard 
for  wor(hip  and  difcipline,  as  well  as  for  do6lrine, 
it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  the  Chriftian  church 
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was  capable  of  being  meafured  under  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  temple,  yet  none  will  doubt  that 
k  was  fo  reprefented  to  John. 

All  agree  that  there  are  fome  ordinances  ex- 
prefsly  appointed  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  If  fo, 
is  it  not  a  fair  conclufion,  that  thefe,  and  thefe 
only,  are  to  be  obferved.  They  are  indeed  few 
and  fimple,  but  they  are  quite  fufficient.  We- 
fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  advert  to  the  cau- 
fes  why  they  have  not  been  deemed  fo. 

None  who  have  conlidered  the  fubjedl  will  deny: 
the  great  importance  of  unity  of  fentiment  among 
Chriftians.     I  do  not  know  a  greater  obftacle  to 
the  fpread  of  the  gofpel  in  this  country,  than  the 
variety  of  feds  and  parties,  or  denominations,  as 
they  are  too  foftly  called.    This  proves,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  a  flumblingr block  to  many,  and  alfo  tends 
to  alienate   the  minds   of  Chriftians  from    each' 
other.    Real  Chriftians  are  all  indeed  of  one  mind 
as  to  the  great  doftrines  of  the  gofpel.    They  are- 
all   baptized  by  one  Spirit  into  one  body  ;  and 
thus  our  Lord's  prayer,  John  xvii.  21i   has  been, 
fo  far  anfwered  in  every  age.     But  this  unity  is. 
not  obvious  to  fuperficial  obfervers,  and  our  Lord: 
mentions  it,  as  the  reafon  of  his  petition,  "  that  the- 
world  may  know  that  thou  haft  fent  me."    That    m 
there  are  certain  features  of  charafter  in  all  real- 
believers,  which  conftitute,  fo  to  fpeak,  a  kind  of     _ 
family  likenefs,   and  which  muft,  in  fome  mea-    M 
fure,   be  noticed  by  the  world,   is  true  ;  but  how 
much  more  ftriking  would  this  be,  if  Chriftians 
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"were  of  one  mind  refpe£tlng  worfliip  and  difci- 
pline,  and  every  external  obfervance. 

Some  have  fondly  hoped  for  a  general  agree- 
ment amongft  Chriftians  on  thefe  fubjefts ;  others 
think  this  of  little  confequence,  provided  they 
love  one  another.  But  has  not  every  one  ob- 
ferved,  how  much  difference  of  fenliment  on  thefe 
fubjeds  has  tended  to  extinguiih  love?  If  then  we 
admit,  that  the  New  Teftament  is  not  explicit  on 
this  fubje£t ;  if  we  maintain  that  no  precife  fland- 
ard  is  there  laid  down  ;  if  we  mufl:  accommodate 
ourfelves  to  the  prejudices  of  people  of  different 
countries,  all  profpe6l  of  agreement  on  one  plan 
is  at  an  end,  and  nothing  is  to  be  expelled  but 
pei'petual  divifions.  Jefus  Chrilt  has  not  promi- 
fed,  that  any  prophet  fhall  hereafter  arife  to  fup- 
ply  what  is  deficient,  and,  inftead  of  exhorting  us 
to  receive  laws  from  man  in  regard  to  his  wor- 
fhip,  he  hath  once  and  again  warned  us  againil 
it.  He  has  taught  us  indeed  to  be  fubjedl  to  ma- 
giftrates,  but  this  only  refpeds  the  things  of  this 
life.  "  Call  no  man  Father,"  fays  he,  "  on  earth*" 
But  if  Scripture  contain  a  perfed  llandard,  no- 
thing more  is  neeeffary  to  produce  perfed  har- 
mony among  Chriftians,  than  diligently  to  invef- 
tigate  the  word  of  God  in  order  to  difcover  this, 
and  then  (imply  to  embrace  it.  This,  then,  af- 
fords a  very  ftrong  prefumption,  that  Scripture 
does  contain  luch  a  ftandard. 

The  importance  of  uniformity  amongft  Chri- 
ftians, is  not  only  evident  in  itfelf,  but  has  been 
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allowed  in  every  age  fince  the  Reformation, 
men  have  lamented  the  differences  which  have 
fubfifted,  and  which  have  not  only  occafioned 
flrife  amongll  themfelves,  but  have  alfo  given  in- 
fidels a  handle  to  rejedl  and  to  ridicule  all  religion. 
Various  plans  have  been  devifed  for  promoting 
uniformity  ;  but  all  thefe,  as  might  be  expefted, 
have  failed.  Indeed  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  plans 
was  not  in  itfelf  delireable.  It  could  only  have 
taken  place,  by  churches  giving  way  to  one  ano- 
ther's prejudices.  It  is  neceffarj^,  in  common 
life,  fometimes  to  give  up  what  we  know  to  be 
our  right,  for  the  fake  of  peace  or  fome  greater 
advantage.  But  fuch  condqdl:  refpefting  religion 
is  not  countenanced  in  the  word  of  God.  Eve- 
ry one  muft  be  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind, 
and  no  evil  is  to  be  done  that  good  may  come. 
We  muft  by  no  means  encroach  on  the  liberty 
given  to  every  church  to  walk  according  to  their 
own  light.  If  we  endeavour  to  model  one  church 
after  the  example  of  another  now  exifting,  w^e 
fhall  make  little  progrefs  unlefs  authority  be  em- 
ployed, and  in  this  cafe  our  zeal  is  not  according 
to  knowledge,  our  w^eapons  are  carnal.  But  if  a 
model  exift  in  the  New  Teflament,  by  which  all 
churches  ought  to  be  regulated  ;  if  each  be  occu^ 
pied  in  imitating  this,  they  will  gradually  ap- 
proach nearer  to  each  other ;  and  thus  the  nura-  , 
berlefs  fe61s  and  parties  which  diihonour  the  reliB  I 
gion  of  Jefus,  will  be  at  an  end.  When  a  num* 
ber  of  children  are  taught  to  write  bv  one  mailer, 
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e  expedl  to  fee  a  refemblance  in  their  hand- 
writing. This  naturally  arifes  from  each  copy- 
ing the  writing  of  the  mafter,  to  whom  all  look 
up  ;  but  what  progrefs  could  be  expefted  if  they 
were  employed  in  copying  from  each  other,  or 
in  quarrelling  who  wrote  befl. 

Thefe  different  arguments  afford,  when  confi- 
dered  fingly,  a  very  ftrong  prefumption  that  the 
Scripture  contains  inflruftions  with  regard  to  eve- 
ry part  of  the  focial  worlhip  and  condu6l  of  Chri- 
flians  ;  but  when  taken  in  connection,  they  feem 
to  warrant  the  fulleft  belief  of  this.  When  we 
confider  the  perfedlion  and  fulnefs  of  Scripture, 
fo  often  mentioned,  together  with  the  charadter 
of  thofc  to  whom  it  is  addreffed — the  influence 
which  good  or  bad  laws  muft  necelTarily  produce 
in  any  foclety,  but  efpecially  in  one  of  a  religious 
nature — God's  declared  abhorrence  of  will- wor- 
lhip— man's  pronenefs  to  multiply  ceremonies, 
and  the  pernicious  tendency  of  thefe — the  confe- 
cjuences  which  have  adtually  arlfen  from  depart- 
ing from  the  word  of  God — When  we  confider 
that  God  has  in  every  age  given  dire6lions  as  to 
his  worlhip,  even  in  things  indifferent — and  efpe- 
cially the  precllion  of  the  ordinances  under  the 
law — the  falthfulnefs  of  Chrift  as  the  prophet  of 
his  church — the  importance  of  unity  to  promote 
love  among  Chriflians — and  the  impofhbility  of 
unity  taking  place,  if  there  be  no  ftandard: — 
Viewing  all  thefe  things  in  connexion,  we  tread 
upon  firm  ground  when  we  aiVert,  that  there  is 
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the  greateft  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the  New 
Teftament  contains  inftru^iions  concerning  every 
part  of  the  worftiip  and  conduft  of  Chriflian  fo- 
cieties,  as  well  as  concerning  the  faith  and  prac- 
tice of  individuals. 


CHAPTER    III.* 

ALL  CHRISTIANS  ARE  BOUND  TO  OBSERVE  THE 
UNIVERSAL  AND  APPROVED  PRACTICES  OF  THE 
FIRST  CHURCHES  RECORDED  IN  SCRIPTURE. 


Section   I. 

A  HE  various  opinions  entertained  refpecl- 
ing  the  obligation  under  which  Chrillians  are  laid 
to  obferve  the  approved  and  univerfal  practices  of 
the  firft  churches,  may  be  reduced  to  the  follow- 
ing. 

\Jl,  That  we  are  not  bound  by  thefe  at  all,  nor 
can  they  be  afcertained. 

2d,  That  w^e  are  bound  in  a  certain  degree,  or 
by  the  fpirit  of  them,  but  that  we  have  the  li- 
berty of  making  alterations  according  to  circum- 
flances.  J| 

*  Some  of  the  arguments  ufed  in  this  chapter,  appeared  in  i 
Letter  on  the  Lord's  Supper,  from  the  Author,  to  the  Church  ot 
Chrift  affembling  in  the  Tabernacle  in  Edinburgh,  to  which  arc 
added,  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. 
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3^.  That  the  approved  and  univerfal  pradices 
of  the  firft  churches  are  recorded  in  Scripture  for 
our  learning ;  that  thefe  conflitute  a  complete 
fyftem,  adapted  to  every  age,  and  to  all  clrcum- 
ilances  ;  and  that  by  this  the  churches  of  Chrift 
are  to  be  regulated. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  fuppofe  few  perfons  who  re- 
gard the  authority  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  will 
defend  it.  It  reprefents  a  great  part  of  the  New 
Teftament,  as  merely  calculated  to  gratify  the 
curiofity  of  the  antiquarian,  who  may  defire  to  in- 
veftigate  the  order  and  mode  of  worftiip  of  the  firft 
churches,  as  an  entertaining  piece  of  hiflory.  It 
alfo  leaves  us  without  any  appearance  of  a  guide 
at  all  in  worftiip  or  order,  and  muft  confequently 
imply,  that  thefe  have  no  influence  whatever  on 
the  welfare  of  Chriftian  churches  ;  that  the  num* 
ber  of  obfervances  which  we  adopt  is  not  of  the 
fmalleft  confequence ;  and  that  with  equal  advan- 
tage  we  may  difcard  them  altogether.  Thefe  con- 
fequences  muft  neceffarily  arife  from  our  having 
no  rule  on  thefe  fubje6ts  ;  for  if  they  had  not 
been  wholly  unimportant,  doubtlefs  the  Lord  Je« 
fus  would  not  have  left  them  unenjoined. 

The  fecond  opinion  is  in  fome  refpefts  pre- 
ferable, but  it  labours  under  one  great  difad- 
vantage.  It  is  fo  indefinite,  that  while  it  pro* 
fefles  to  give  us  directions,  it  leaves  us  com- 
pletely in  doubt  how  far  we  ought  to  follow 
them.  It  is  calculated  to  perplex  the  ferious 
enquirer ;  to  leave  him  in  uncertainty  whether, 
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confldcring  his  circumftances,  he  be  keeping 
clofe  to,  or  departing  too  far  from  the  apoftolic 
pattern.  From  this  he  can  only  be  delivered  by 
adopting  the  opinion,  that  outward  form  or  order 
is  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  wholly  unimportant ; 
and  this  will  lead  him  to  regard  many  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  Chrift  with  indifference.  It  alfo  lays 
men  under  great  temptation  to  fuit  their  modes  of 
worfhip  and  order  to  their  inclinations  and  their  in- 
tereft  ;  that  is,  to  aft  as  if  they  had  no  rule  what- 
ever. Thofe  who  hold  it,  will  not  however  af- 
firm, that  we  are  at  liberty  to  make  alterations 
on  all  the  praftices  of  apoftolic  churches  ;  they 
will  not  fay  of  all  the  ordinances  obferved  by 
them,  that  they  are  to  be  retained,  or  fct  afide, 
according  to  circumftances.  They  ought  there- 
fore to  endeavour  to  draw  a  line,  and  to  fliew  us 
what  part  of  the  order  of  the  apoftolic  churches 
is  to  be  uniformly  obferved,  and  what  we  may 
lawfully  fet  afide. 

The  third  propofition,  that  we  ought  implicitly 
to  follow  the  praftlces  of  the  apoftolic  churches, 
and  that  thefe  are  made  known  in  Scripture  with 
fuificient  plainnefs,  promifes  fair,  if  it  can  be  fub- 
ftantiated,  to  remove  thefe  difficulties.  It  will 
effeftually  guard  us  againft  uncertainty,  and,  if 
■well  founded,  it  will  give  us  frefti  caufe  to  admire 
the  wifdom  of  Jefus,  and  his  tender  care  of  his 
people,  whofe  frame  he  well  knows. 

We  have  already  confidered  the  importance  o: 
attending  to  whatever  is  contained  in  the  word  of 
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God.  Every  one  mull  admit,  that  much  is  faid 
in  the  New  Teftament  about  the  manner  in  which 
the  churches  of  Chrift  ought  to  be  regulated.  All 
Scripture  is  pradical,  but  this  part  of  Scripture  is 
not  practical,  if  we  are  not  bound  to  follow  it ;  for 
in  that  cafe  it  is  like  any  other  hiltory,  which  af- 
fords us  matter  of  fpeculation  rather  than  of  in- 
ftru£tion.  Several  reafons  have  been  given  which 
lead  us  to  prefume  that  the  New  Teftament  con- 
tains full  inftruftions  to  regulate  the  conduct  of 
churches,  as  well  as  of  individuals.  All  the 
weight  of  thefe  arguments  direftly  bears  upon  the 
prefent  queftion  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  if  we  are 
not  bound  by  the  practices  of  the  apoftolic  churches 
recorded  in  Scripture,  there  is  no  precife  model 
whatever  in  the  New  Teftament  for  the  confti* 
tution  and  government  of  a  church. 

We  may  fafely  argue  the  obligation  under 
which  we  are  laid  to  follow,  in  all  things,  the 
approved  and  univerfal  pradices  of  the  apoftolic 
churches,  from  the  chara£ler  and  office  of  the  per- 
fons  by  whom  thefe  were  enjoined.  Jefus  Chrift 
did  not  perfonally  eftablifti  churches  ;  but  he  de- 
legated to  his  apoftles  authority  and  power  to 
do  fo.  They  were  his  chofen  witnefles,  ap- 
pointed not  only  to  teftify  that  God  had  raifed 
him  from  the  dead,  but  endued  with  power 
from  on  high,  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  his  king- 
dom on  earth.  To  qualify  them  for  this  impor- 
tant work,  they  not  only  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  his  perfonal  miniftry  on  earth,  but  during  forty 
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days  after  his  refurreftlon,  he  inftru6led  them 
the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  Acls  i.  3. 
Bat  as  the  matter  was  too  important  to  be  left  en- 
tirely to  the  management  of  men,  though  thus 
qualified,  they  were  baptized  alfo  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  received  power  to  a£t  as  infallible  teach- 
ers in  the  churches,  A£ls  i.  5.  8.  Speaking  and 
acting  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they 
claimed  that  fubmiiTion  to  their  authority  which 
belongs  to  God  alone.  *'  Ye  know,"  fays  Paul, 
*'  what  commandments  we  gave  you  by  the  Lord 
Jefus.  He,  therefore,  that  defpifeth,  defpifeth  not 
mian,  but  God,  who  hath  alfo  given  us  his  Holy 
Spirit,"  1  Theff.  iv.  2. 8.  It  is  true,  he  is  here  fpeak- 
ing  of  moral  precepts ;  but  in  regard  to  the  order  of 
the  churches,  he  ufes  exa6lly  the  fame  language. 
Having  given  various  directions  as  to  the  manner 
of  proceeding  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  he  fharply 
reproves  them  for  prefuming  to  deviate  from 
thefe.  "  What  !"  fays  he,  "  came  the  word  of 
God  out  from  you  ?  or  came  it  unto  you  only  ? 
If  any  man  think  himfclf  to  be  a  prophet,  or  fpi- 
Titual,  let  him  acknowledge  that  the  things  I 
write  unto  you  are  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,"  1  Cor.  xiv.  36,  37.  No  language  can 
be  ftronger.  If,  then,  even  thofe  who  were  fa- 
voured with  miraculous  gifts,  were  not  permitted 
to  deviate  from  the  precife  order  ellablifhed  by 
the  apoftles  in  pofitive  inftitutions,  how  can  after- 
ages  think  of  alTuming  this  liberty  ? 

The  apoftles,  at   all  times,  anxioufly  avoided 
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preaching  themfelves,  as  the  lords  over  God's 
heritage.  They  profefled  themfelves  the  fervants 
of  thofe  among  whom  they  laboured,  yet  were 
they  ever  jealous  of  any  difobedience  to  their 
commands.  "  Now  we  command  you,  brethren^ 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye 
withdraw  yourfelves  from  every  brother  that 
walketh  diforderly,  and  not  after  the  tradition 
which  ye  received  from  us  * ;  and  if  any  man 
obey  not  our  word  by  this  epiflle,  note  that  man, 
and  have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be 
afhamed,"  2  Theff".  iii.  6.  14.  Tliofe  who  lied 
to  them,  and  attempted  to  miflead  them  in  their 
official  capacity,  lied  not  to  men,  but  to  God, 
Ads  V.  4.  It  was,  in  fad,  attempting  to  impofe 
©n  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  the  commiffion  given 
them  by  the  Lord,  we  are  plainly  taught  in  what 
manner  we  are  to  view  whatever  they  taught. 
*"*  Go  ye,  therefore,"  faid  Chrift,  "  fieidnnvcrecri, 
make  difcipleg  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  teaching  them  to  obferve  all 
things  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;  and  lo 
I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world,"  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20.  They  were  firft 
to  publifti  the  gofpel  and  to  baptize  believers,  and 
then  to  teach  them  all  things.  This  was  the  plan 
which  they  obferved.     They  firft  preached  fal- 

*  Hence  we  fee,  that  walking  diforderly  was  deviating  from 
the  apoftolic  traditions  or  ordinances ; — a  better  definition  of 
diforderly  condudt  cannot  be  adopted  in  our  own  days. 
D3 
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vation  to  finners,  and  then  feparated  the  difciples^ 
A6ls  xix.  9.  delivering  to  them  the  ordinances, 
1  Cor.  xi.  2.  in  the  obfervance  of  which  they 
were  to-  feek  aft^r  growing  conformity  to  Chrift, 
and  to  keep  themfelves  unfpotted  from  the  world. 
The  Lord  not  only  promifed  to  be  with  them 
while  they  lived,  bat  to  the  end  of  the  worlds 
to  give  tcftimony  to  the  dodrines  they  preached, 
fciid  to  countenance  the  ordinances  which  they  de- 
livered— thofe  "  ali  things''^  which  he  had  com- 
manded them  to  teach,  and  which  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
ihould  bring  to  their  remembrance,  John  xiv.  26. 
The  dignity  of  their  ofEce  is  pointed  out  by 
the  moft  exprefs  teftimonies  of  Scripture.  Be- 
fides  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  we  might 
quote  Matt.  x.  40.  "  He  that  receiveth  you^  re- 
ceiveth  me  ;  and  he  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth 
him  that  fent  me."  All  who  receive  the  Scrip- 
tures, receive,  on  the  authority  of  the  apoftles, 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  gofpel.  Many,  how- 
ever, think  they  may  fet  afide  their  precepts  in 
regard  to  lefTer  matters  j  but  furely  we  ought  to 
be  very  careful  of  admitting  fuch  a  principle- 
How  much  it  may  be  perverted  is  evident  ;  for 
while  one  confiders  church-order  to  be  unimpor- 
tant, another  may  judge  baptiCm,  the  Lord's  fup- 
per,  or  even  the  great  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  to 
be  matters  of  fmall  moment,  provided  we  are  but 
moral  in  our  conduct.  *  Melandhon,  complying 
■with  the  fuggeflions  of  that  lenity  and  modera- 
tion which  were  the  great  leading  principles  iot 
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the  whole  courfe  of  his  condu£t  and  adlions,  de- 
clared it  as  his  opinion,  that  in  matters  of  an  in- 
different  nature,  compliance  was  due  to  the  im- 
perial edifts.  But  in  the  clafs  of  matters  indiffe- 
rent, this  great  man  and  his  aflbciates  placed  many 
things  which  had  appeared  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance to  Luther,  and  could  not,  of  confequence, 
he  confidered  as  indifferent  by  his  true  difciples  ;. 
for  he  regarded  as  fuch,  the  dodlrine  of  jujiifica^ 
tion  by  faith  alcyne  ;  the  necejjtty  of  good  woris- 
to  eternal  falvation  ;  the  number  of  the  facra- 
ments  ;  the  jurifdi&ion  claimed  by  the  Pope  and 
Bi/hops  ;  extreme  unBion  ;  the  obfervance  of  cer- 
tain religious  feftivals,  and  feveral  fuperftitious 
rites  and  ceremonies.  Hence  arofe  that  violent 
fcene  of  contention  and  difcord  that  was  common- 
ly called  the  adiaphorijiic  controverfy,  which  di- 
vided the  church  for  thirty  years,  and  proved 
highly  detrimental  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Reforma- 
tion*.' We  may  learn  from  this,,  how  abfurdis 
the  idea  of  thofe  who  affirm  that  things  in  them- 
felves  indifferent  are  left  to  our  difcretion.  This 
principle,  in  faft,  tends  to  throw  the  whole  of  reli- 
gion into  confufion,  for  each  man  would  contend,, 
that  he  only  added  or  negleOred  things  indifferent.. 
We  have  an  inftance  of  one  who  a£ted  contrary 
to  the  mind  of  the  apoftles  in  matters  of  church- 
order,  and  who  is  denounced  as  one  who  did  not 
receive  them  :  *'  I  wrote  unto  the   church,  but 

*  Moflieim'i  Eccl.  Hift,  cent.  xvi.  fedl  3.  part  «.  tranflatcj 
t>y  MdcLaine, 
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Diotrephes,  who  loveth  to  have  the  pre-eminence, 
receiveth  us  not,"  3  John  9. 

To  the  apoftles  were  committed  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.      By  publifhing  their 
dodrine   they  have  opened  the  door,  and  none 
fliall  enter  any  other  way.     When  the  Pharifees 
made  void  the  law  of  God  by  their  traditions, 
they   are   faid  to  have   taken   away  the  key  of 
knowledge  ;  perverting  the  do6lrines  of  Scripture, 
and  mifleading  their  difciples,  they  neither  entered 
heaven  themfelves,  nor  permitted  others  to  enter. 
But  the  apoftles  being  pu;  in  truft  with  the  gofpel,. 
were  faithful  flewards  of  the  myfteries  of  God, 
and  both  faved  themfelves  and  thofe  who  heard 
them.     They  publilhed  remiflion  of  fins   to  all 
who  believed  ;  they  denounced  condemnation  on 
the  difobedient ;  and  Jefus  aflured  them  he  would 
ratify  their  words  :    "  Whofefoever  fins  ye  re- 
mit, they  are  remitted   unto   them,  and  whofe- 
foever fins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained,"  John  xx, 
23.     Being  dead,  they  ftill  fpeak  to  us  in  the 
New  Teftament ;  and  every  individual,  to  the  end 
of  time,  whom  they  condemn,  fliall  be  condemn- 
ed ;  and  to  thofe  whom  they  juftify,  there  fhall  be 
no  condemnation.     Hence  the  church  is  faid  to 
have  twelve  foundations,  and  in  them  are  written 
the  names  of  the  twelve  apofliles  of  the  Lamb, 
"Rev.  xxi.  14.     Hence  is  it  faid  to  be  built  on  the 
foundation  of  the  apofl:les,  Eph,  ii.  20.     When, 
therefore,  we  trace  any  obfervance  of  focial  re- 
ligion up  to  the  approved  pradice  of  the  firfl 
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churches,  we  go  as  high  as  we  can,  or  as  we 
meed  to  go,  we  arrive  at  divine  authority,  and  are 
confequently  bound  implicitly  to  obey. 

We  have  an  additional  proof  on  this  fubje^l, 
from  the  confequence  attached  by  the  apoilles  to 
the  ordinances  they  delivered  to  the  churches. 
That  they  judged  thefe  to  be  highly  important, 
is  evident  from  fo  much  being  faid  on  the  fubje«5l 
in  their  writings.  We  noticed  that  Scripture  con- 
tains nothing  fuperfluous  ;  it  is  all  profitable  for 
doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  and  inflruc- 
tion  in  righteoufnefs.  If  precepts  concerning 
their  order  and  inftitutions  were  not  intended  to 
regulate  ours,  why  are  they  delivered  fo  parti- 
cularly, where  brevity  is  in  general  fo  much  ftu- 
died  ?  And  if  thefe  were  intended  for  our  direc- 
tion, we  muft  by  no  means  fet  afide  the  autho- 
rity of  apoftolic  pradice,  to  remind  the  churches 
of  which  the  Epiflles  were  written. 

The  importance  attached  by  the  apoflles  to  thefe 
fubjeds,  is  alfo  manifcil  from  the  very  ftrong  man- 
ner in  which  they  condemn  thofe  who  deviate  from 
them,  and  from  the  jealoufy  with  which,  as  men- 
tioned above,  they  enforced  obedience.  All  the 
abufes  which  Paul  in  his  Epiftles  fo  eameflly  en- 
deavoured to  reftify,  refpeded  matters  of  order 
and  difcipline.  I  only  recoiled  one  inllance 
where  his  reproof  appears  to  regard  what  we  call 
dodrine.  Having  mentioned  thofe  who  denied 
the  refurredion,  fays  he,  *'  Be  not  deceived,  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners  j  awake  to 
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righteoufnefs  and  fin  not,  for  fome  have  not  the 
knowledge  of  God."  Here  he  fcems  afraid  left 
the  church  fliould  be  infeQ:ed  with  this  dreadful 
error  ;  but  even  this  is  noticed  as  a  proper  fub- 
je£l  of  difcipline,  for  he  adds,  '*  I  fpeak  this  to 
your  fhame."  The  other  abufes  in  the  church  of 
Corinth  confifted  in  their  neglefting  the  order  he  had 
prefcribed,  in  their  following  different  leaders,  &.c. 
The  Galatians  only  added  circumcifion,  and  fome 
of  the  external  rites  of  Judaifcn,  to  the  number  of 
their  ordinances  ;  but  their  embracing  thefe  {hew- 
ed fo  much  carnality  of  mind,  that  the  apoftle 
feared  left  he  had  loft  his  labour  among  them^ 
chap.  iv.  11. 

No  doubt  the  Epiftles  chiefly  relate  to  the 
great  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  the  practice 
which  Chriftians  fliould  maintain  ;  but  neither 
of  thefe  was  the  occafion  of  moft  of  the  reproofs 
which  the  apoftle  found  neceflary.  Thus  we 
learn  how  early  Satan  endeavoured  to  obftruft  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  by  leading  men  away  from 
the  fimplicity  of  the  ordinances,  and  by  removing, 
under  many  plaufible  pretences,  the  barriers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Lord  to  promote  love,  harmony, 
and  holinefs  in  his  churches,  and  then  breaking  in 
like  a  flood  by  means  of  thofe  who  fpake  lies  in 
hypocrify,  having  their  confciences  feared  as  with 
a  hot  iron.  This  indeed  always  appears  to  have 
been  the  progrefs  of  error  in  the  churches.  Firft 
the  ordinances  were  corrupted  by  ignorant  or  de- 
figning  men;  then  followed  various  abufes  for 
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which  there  was  now  no  fuitable  remedy  ;  and, 
by  and  bye,  the  gofpel   was   perverted  and  loft 
fight  of  entirely.    How  remarkably  do  we  fee  this 
verified  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory.     The  myftery  of 
iniquity  worked  in  the  apoftles  time.     Men  like 
Diotrephes,  loving  to  have  the  pre-eminence,  re- 
ceived them  not.     Thus   did  the  fpirit  of  anti- 
chrift  begin  to  fliew  itfelf.     '*  We  are  of  God  ; 
he  that  knoweth  God,  heareth  us ;  he  that  is  not 
of  God,  heareth   not  us  ;  hereby  know  we  the 
fpirit  of  truth  and  the  fpirit  of  error,"  1  John 
iv.6.    In  the  apoftles  days  were  many  antichrifts, 
1  John  ii.  18.    By  and  bye,  primitive  epifcopacy, 
as  it  is  called,  was  eftablifhed.    The  people  being 
now  taught  to  look  on  their  blfhops   as   the  fuc" 
cejfors  of  the  apoftles,  were  ealily  led  away  from 
apoftolic  pradice.     It  is   the  nature  of  error  to 
proceed  with  increafing  rapidity.      New  ceremo- 
nies were  introduced,  and  new  officers  appointed, 
till  the  man  of  fin  was  firmly  feated  on  his  throne, 
and  real  religion  almoft  forgotten.     It  is  alfo  wor- 
thy of  obfervation,  that  the  abufes  in  the  church 
of  Rome,  in  regard   to  the   power  claimed  by 
priefts,   the   rites  and  ceremonies,  firft  awakened 
mens  minds  to  the  corruptions  of  that  mother  of 
abominations.     Dr  Campbell  obferves,  that  the 
Reformation  began  by  expofing  the  errors  of  the 
Romifti   fyftem   refpeding   order   and  difcipline. 
The   attack  upon   what  is   generally  called  doc- 
trine, he  remarks,  was  pofterior,  although  after- 
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wards  the  reformers  chiefly  refted  their  caufe  g^ 
this  bads.  fl 

We  learn  the  importance  which  the  apoftles 
attached  to  the  ordinances  they  delivered  to  the 
churches,  not  only  by  their  cenfuring  every  devia- 
tion from  thefe,  but  from  their  commending  ad- 
herence to  them.  "  Now  I  praife  you,  brethren, 
that  ye  remember  me  in  all  things,  and  keep  the 
ordinances  (or  traditions)  as  I  delivered  them  to 
you."  He  alfo  fent  to  remind  them  of  his  ways, 
1  Cor.  iv.  17.  and  reprefents  attention  to  the  or- 
der he  had  eflablifhed,  as  conneded  with  ftedfafl- 
nefs  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  Col.  ii.  5.  In  Ihort, 
we  have  the  flrongell  proof  of  the  importance 
which  thefe  holy  men  of  God,  under  the  imme- 
diate influence  of  his  Spirit,  attached  to  the  par- 
ticular ordinances  which  they  delivered  to  the 
churches. 

That  thefe  ordinances  were  not  arbitrary  and 
indiflferent,  is  manifeft  alfo  from  the  univerfal 
uniformity  obferved  in  the  pra6lice  of  them. 
This  has  indeed  been  called  in  queftlon  by  foiiie. 
It  would  be  fuflScient  to  reply,  we  have  no 
hint  of  any  allowed  deviation  ;  but  Paul  ex- 
prefsly  tells  us,  he  delivered  the  fame  ordinances 
to  everj>  church.  "  For  this  caufe  have  I  fent 
unto  you  Timotheus,  who  is  my  beloved  fon, 
and  faithful  in  the  Lord,  who  Ihall  bring  you  into 
remembrance  of  my  ways  which  be  in  Chrill, 
as  /  teach  every  where  in  every  churchy''  1  Cor. 
iv.  17.     Here  he  not  only  ilates  the  uniformity 
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of  his  praftice  in  the  moil  exprefs  terms,  but  fays 
concerning  his  ways,  that  they  were  in  or  by 
Chrijl^  that  is,  appointed  by  Chrift.  This  per- 
fectly coincides  with  the  paflage  formerly  quoted, 
1  Cor.  xiv.  37.  where,  in  giving  diredlions  about 
the  order  to  be  obferved  in  the  church  of  Corinth, 
he  requires  the  moll  highly  favoured  with  fpi- 
ritual  gifts  to  acknowledge,  that  the  precepts  he 
there  delivers  were  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord.  Hence  it  follows,  that  an  injundtion  deli- 
vered by  an  apollle,  or  the  pradice  of  any  church, 
handed  down  to  us  in  Scripture  as  fandlioned  by 
him,  ought  to  be  accounted  a  revelation  of  the 
Lord's  will  to  us  on  that  particular  point ;  for  the 
apoftles  did  not  in  thefe  matters  give  their  advice, 
but  delivered  their  inju  nations  with  authority:  and 
if  we  may  credit  their  own  declarations,  they  did 
not  deviate  in  one  inflance,  from  their  pra6tice  in 
another.  Paul  elfewhere  alludes  to  the  uniformity 
of  hfs  practice  in  the  churches.  **  As  God  hath 
diflributed  to  every  man,  as  the  Lord  hath  called 
every  one,  fo  let  him  walk,  and  fo  ordain  I  in  all 
churches,"  1  Cor.  vii.  17.  This  might  appear  lefs 
remarkable,  if  his  labours  had  been  confined  to  a 
particular  region,  but  the  fphere  in  which  he 
moved  was  wide  and  extended.  He  planted 
churches  among  Greeks  and  Barbarians  in  Eu- 
rope and  in  Afia,  yet  in  them  all  he  delivered 
the  fame  ordinances,  and  enjoined  the  fame  prac- 
tices. This  fimilarity  in  the  order  of  the  churches 
was  preferved  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
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deceafe  of  the  apoftles.  Let  any  one  turn  to  Lord 
King's  Inquiry,  or  read  Moflieim's  Larger  Ac- 
count of  the  Firft  Century*,  and  he  will  fee 
that  diver fity  of  climate,  charadler,  and  political 
circuniftances,  made  no  difference  whatever  in 
church-order.  Deviations  from  the  original  con- 
ilitution  foon  afterwards  indeed  began  to  take 
place,  but  for  a  confiderable  time  the  refemblance 
in  the  order  of  all  the  churches  was  apparent. 
The  Romans  were  under  the  neceffity  of  varying 
the  form  of  civil  government  in  their  colonies  or 
provinces,  according  to  the  circumllances  of  the 
countries  compofing  their  vaft  empire;  but  where- 
ever  the  gofpel  was  preached,  the  fame  ordinan- 
ces were  delivered  to  all  the  churches,  and  they 
became  followers  of  the  churches  which  in  Judea 
were  in  Chrift  Jefus,  not  only  in  fulfering  the 
fame  perfections,  but  in  obferving  the  fame  in- 
{litutions  and  regulations. 

The  apoftles  interfered  not  with  civil  laws,  but 
they  taught  all  Chriftians  to  renounce  their  for- 
mer religious  cuftoms,  and  to  be  governed  entire- 
ly by  Jefus  Chrift.  His  laws  are  equally  fuited 
to  every  climate,  and  every  country,  and  there- 
fore, in  every  fituation,  they  were  to  be  adopted 
by  his  followers,  who  were  thus  to  be  diftinguiih- 
ed  from  all  other  people. 

The  uniformity  of  the  practices  of  the  apoftles 
eftabliihed  in  the  churches,  is  not  only  manifeft 

*  J.  L.  Monieraii  Infl.  Hiftor.  Chrift.  Majores  Sccul.  Pjimum. 
Helmft.  4to.  1739. 
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by  fuch  exprefs  declarations  as  we  have  noticed, 
but  alfo  in  all  the  epiftles,  in  every  one  of  which 
we  fee  the  very  fame  conlHtution  and  ordinances. 
Can  we  fuppofe  that  their  praftice  actually  varied, 
and  yet  that  not  a  hint  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  any 
of  the  epiilles  which  relate  fo  much  to  the  fub- 
jeft  ?  Timothy  and  Titus  were  employed  by  Paul 
to  regulate  the  churches  which  he  had  planted. 
He  informs  Timothy  that  his  purpofe  in  writing  to 
him.  was  to  teach  him  how  to  behave  in  the  houfe 
of  God,  1  Tim.  iii.  15.  Among  other  things  in 
tbefe  epiftles,  we  have  the  apollle's  inftruftions 
refpefting  various  parts  of  the  internal  government 
of  the  churches,  and  thefe  all  convey  the  idea  of 
complete  uniformity.  Thefe  faithful  minifters 
v/ere  employed  by  Paul  to  fet  in  order  churches 
in  countries  far  diilant  from  each  other,  and  fureljr 
we  muil  have  had  fame  hint  on  the  fubjed,  if 
they  might  lawfully  deviate  from  the  ufual  order 
ill  confequence  of  local  circumftances. 

But  in  confidering  the  obligation  under  which 
we  are  laid  to  follow  the  approved  praftice  of  the 
apoftollc  churches,  we  may  be  allowed  to  advert 
to  the  fentiments  generally  held  amongft  profefied 
Chriftians.  If  any  of  the  religious  rites  of  any  party 
be  called  in  queftion,  do  they  not  uniformly  en- 
deavour to  eftablifli  thefe  by  appealing  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  primitive  Chriftians  ?  Indeed  fo  far 
has  this  been  carried,  that  the  practice  of  the 
three  firft  centuries  after  Chrift  has  alfo  been 
leforttid  to.     This   has  opened  a  wide  door  for 
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abufes.  It  goes  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  during 
that  tinne  the  churches  retained  their  original  pu- 
rity ;  but  furelj  we  may  learn  from  the  cor- 
ruptions in  the  churches,  even  in  the  days  of  the 
apoftles,  that  this  was  moft  improbable.  We 
are  even  exprefsly  warned  upon  this  fubjeft, 
by  being  informed  that  the  myflery  of  iniquity 
was  at  work  in  their  time.  Probably  the  prac- 
tices of  the  three  firft  centuries  is  appealed  to  in 
place  of  the  apoftolic,  from  fuppoling  that  the  lat- 
ter is  of  itfelf  infufficient ;  but  this  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe.  If  we  carefully  obferve  the  exprefs  pre- 
cepts delivered  in  the  New  Teftament,  the  pra£ii- 
ces  of  the  churches  mentioned  with  approbation,  and 
what  is  faid  refpefting  the  abufes  which  fo  early 
crept  in,  through  flight  of  men  and  cunning  craf- 
tinefs,  whereby  they  lay  in  wait  to  deceive,  we 
fhall  find  a  complete  fyflem,  calculated  to  anfwer 
every  purpofe  which  Jefus  had  in  view  in  the  in- 
ilitution  of  churches. 

We  have  no  reafon,  then,  to  fuppofe  with  fome, 
that  the  Scriptures  are  deficient  in  fpecific  direc- 
tions on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  much  is  left  to  our 
own  difcretion.  This  opinion  originated  in  men 
miilaking  the  nature  of  a  Chriftian  church.  In- 
ftead  of  viewing  it  as  a  body  of  Chriftians  knit 
together  in  love  to  Chrift  and  to  one  another, 
aflbciating  for  mutual  edification  and  comfort,  it 
has  been  reprefented  as  a  complex  machine,  in- 
volving various  objefts  both  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual.      To   the   management  of  fuch  a  body^ 
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le  fliort  and  fimple  rules  delivered  in  the  New 
Teftament  are  indeed  completely  inadequate  ;  but 
in  place  of  confidering  thefe  rules  as  too  gene- 
ral, and  requiring  additions  of  our  deviling,  it 
would  argue  more  humility,  and  a  greater  fenfe  of 
our  own  ignorance,  to  fuppofe  that  a  body  which 
couM  not  be  governed  by  the  laws  recorded  in 
Scripture,  mufl  be  fomewhat  different  from  an 
apoftolic  church.  In  one  fenfe  we  may  admit 
that  the  Scriptures  contain  only  general  rules. 
This  is  the  cafe  with  all  laws  whatfoever,  and 
equally  applies  to  the  moral  precepts  as  to  the 
poiitive  inftitutions  of  the  word  of  God. 

A  remark  by  a  late  writer  upon  this  fubje£t 
is  well  worthy  of  confideration :  'It  is  faid,- 
that  there  are  many  general  rules  given  to  the 
apoftolic  churches,  for  the  actual  and  orderly 
obfervance  of  which,  it  is  neceiTary  that  various 
fubordinate  circumftances  fhould  be  fettled  which 
are  left  undetermined  in  Scripture  ;  and  that  the 
determination  of  fuch  circumftances  in  any  church, 
according  to  the  dictates  of  human  prudence  and 
expediency,  is  not  to  be  cenfured  as  a  departure 
from  the  laws  of  Chrift,  or  an  unwarrantable  ad- 
dition to  them.  In  reply  (adds  he)  to  this  I 
would  obferve,  that  none  can  confiftently  urge  it 
who  do  not  aim  at  walking  according  to  thefe 
general  rules  deliveried  by  the  apoftles,  or  who 
continue  in  any  church  where  they  are  fet  afide^ 
and  where  any  regulations  inconliftent  with  their 
obfervance  are  adopted.  Now  it  is  certain,  that 
E3 
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not  onljr  the  eftabliftied  church  of  this  count! 
fuch,  but  that  every  political  eftablifliment  of  re- 
ligion under  the  name  of  Chriftianity  has  ever 
been  fuch,  and  muft  neceffarily  be  fuch  from  the 
nature  of  the  thiag^  The  call,  therefore,  remains 
in  full  force  uponTvery  difcipk  of  Chrift,  '*  Come 
out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate."  Bre- 
thren, according  as  you  obey  this  call,  you  will 
.find  that  his  laws  leave  nothing  undetermined^ 
which  it  is  needful  or  profitable  fhould  be  deter- 
mined *.' 

I  adore,  faid  one,  the  fulnefs  of  Scripture* 
This  fulnefs  refpe^ling  every  thing  conne6led 
v/ith  religion,  will  be  more  evident  the  better  we 
underlland  it.  When  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the 
order  and  difcipline  of  the  firft  churches,  I  hope 
it  will  appear,  that  no  cafe  can  occur  in  a  church, 
of  Chrift,  concerning  which  we  have  not  fuffi- 
cient  dire£?ions  in  the  New  Teftament.  Thefe 
directions  do  not  exclude  the  exercife  of  prudence 
and  difcretion.  Wifdom  is  necefiary  to  apply  the 
laws  of  Chrift  properly ;  but  to  ufe  our  reafon  in 
the  application  of  laws,  is  widely  different  from 
affuming  a  right  to  add  to,  or  to  alter  them.  Some 
allege,  that  if  we  exclude  all  human  authority, 
modern  churches  have  none  to  occupy  the  place  of 
the  apoftles,  who  fuperintended  the  firft  churches. 
Yes  ;  we  have  the  apoftles  ft  ill.  Being  dead^ 
they  fpeak  to  us  in  Scripture.     When  on  earth 

*    Addrefs  to  Believers  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  8cc,  by  John 
Walker,  B.  D.  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  p.  4a, 
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their  weapons  were  not  carnal ;  they  governed 
by  perfualion  and  not  by  force.  Some  with  flood 
their  words,  and  did  them  much  evil,  2  Tim.  iv. 
14,  15.  but  as  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  they  did 
not  ftrivfe,  but  in  meeknefs  inftru£ted  even  thofe 
who  oppofed  them,  looking  to  God  to  give  them 
repentance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth. 
We  are  ftill  favoured  with  their  inftrudions,  and 
as  the  canon  of  Scripture  is  complete,  we  have 
greater  advantages  than  the  early  churches.  We 
alfo  fee  in  the  abufes  which  took  place,  the  dan- 
gers to  which  fuch  focieties  are  expofed  ;  and  in 
the  inftrudions  they  received,  the  proper  means 
of  avoiding  them,  and  the  renaedies  which  are  to 
be  applied  to  redrefs  them  if  they  do  occur. 


Section  II. 

But  ftill  we  are  told,  that  we  have  no  fpe- 
cific  direftions  in  the  New  Teftament,  fixing  the 
conftitution  and  government  of  a  Chriftian  church 
under  all  circumftances.  If  this  means,  that  no 
fuch  directions  are  drawn  up  in  a  fyftematic  form, 
it  is  admitted.  No  part  of  divine  truth  is  there 
delivered  to  us  in  this  manner.  Moft  of  our 
Lord's  precepts  arofe  out  of  the  circumftances  in 
which  his  difciples  were  placed.  They  were  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  thefe  circumftances,  and  hence 
many  have  frequently  argued,  that  our  lituation 
being  different,  we  are  not  to  underftand  them  as 
binding  all  generations. 
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Arguments  of  the   fame  nature,  fubverfive  of 
divine  truths  the  moil  fundamental^  have  beei* 
maintained.    How  often  has  it  been  faid,  that  re- 
generation and  converfion  were  requifite  only  for 
heathens  ?   that  the  fcparation  from  the  world  fa 
often  infifled  on,   does  not  apply  to  our  circum- 
flances  who  live  in  a  Chriflian  country  ?  that  felf-  ■ 
denial  and  taking  up  the  crofs  are  now  unnecef- 
fary  ?  with  many  more  equally  abfurd  evafions  of 
the  dodlrines  and  laws  of  Chrift.     Had  the  Lord 
delivered  thefe  doctrines  in  a  fyftematic  form,  and 
declared  them  to  be  equally  applicable  to   every 
age,  fuch  objeftions  might  have  been  removed  ; 
but  carnal  men  would  ftill  have  found  other  ob- 
jections as  excufes  for  difregarding  what  they  dif- 
liked.      We   may  be   alTured,  that  the   mode  of 
teaching  adopted  by  our  Lord  is  the  beft.    Indeed 
there  is  a  very  obvious  reafon  for  divine  truth  not 
being  revealed  in  the  form  of  human  fyflems,  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  of  philofophy  or  of  law,  or  of  any 
other  fcience  or  art.     It  would  have  appeared  lefs 
practical.     We   are  all  fufficiently  prone  to  turn 
the  do6lrines  of  the  gofpel  into  fpeculation,  and 
the  moft  efFeftual  means  of  guarding  againft  this 
has  been  adopted  in  the  word  of  God.     Let  any 
one. devote  himlelf  to  the  ftudy  of  fyftems  of  di- 
vinity conftrufted  by  men,  with  all  the  formali- 
ties of  human  fcience,  he  will  find  himfelf  grow 
forgetful  that  divine  truth  is  concerned  with  his 
hufinefs  and  his  hofom,  and  that  it  does  not  readily 
win  its  way  to  his  heart. 
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Nothing  can  tend  more  to  (hew  us  the  pra£iical 
nature  of  the  precepts  delivered  to  the  churches, 
in  regard  to  pofitive  inftitutions,  than  the  hiflory  of 
their  appointment  accompanying  fo  clofely  that  of 
the  circumftances  which  gave  rife  to  them.  Thus 
the  eleftion  of  deacons  is  related  in  connection  with 
the  complaint  that  the  widows  were  negleded, 
AS.S  vi.  the  ordinance  of  putting  away  a  corrupt 
member  with  the  hiftory  of  the  inceftuous  perfon, 
1  Cor.  V. ;  and  this  fliould  teach  us,  what  we  fhall 
confider  more  particularly  hereafter,  that  thefe  pre- 
cepts are  not  arbitrary,  but  contrived  with  the  moll 
confummate  wifdom,  to  reprefs  fin  and  to  promote 
holinefs.  Thus  many  of  the  laws,  too,  delivered 
to  Ifrael,  are  beil  underllood  when  we  view 
them  in  connexion  with  the  events  which  gave 
rife  to  them.  The  account  of  Nadab  and  Abihu 
illuftrates  and  enforces  the  precept,  that  the 
priefts  fliould  drink  no  wine  when  going  into 
the  tabernacle,  Lev.  x.  9.  The  Lord  was  plea- 
fed  to  permit  and  record  the  guilt  of  the  fons 
of  Aaron,  for  a  warning  to  future  priefts  ;  and 
he  alfo  permitted  and  recorded  many  abufes  in 
the  apoftolic  churches,  with  the  remedies  he  was 
pleafed  to  provide,  that,  by  attending  to  them,  we 
might  be  guarded  againll  fimilar  evils.  At  the 
fame  time  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  precepts  deli- 
vered in  the  hiflorical  way  may  be  readily  over- 
looked by  inattentive  readers,  who,  while  amu- 
fed  with  what  they  read,  may  forget  that  it  is  a 
revelation  fi-om  God  for  tkeir  direClion  and  in- 
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ftru£lion.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe 
to  church-order.  We  often  find  thofe  who  cai 
clidlj  faj  they  have  never  ftudicd  the  fubjedt, 
the  fame  time  perfedly  confident  that  no  rule  re* 
lating  to  this  is  contained  in  the  New  Teflament. 
But  furely  there  may  be  fuch  a  rule,  although 
fome  attention,  with  prayer,  and  fludy,  be  necef- 
fary  to  difcover  and  underftand  it.  I  recollect  an 
obfervation  in  a  fyftem  of  moral  philofophy,  that 
while  Scripture  gives  us  many  excellent  moral  di- 
reftions,  it  by  no  means  contains  a  complete  fyftem 
of  morals.  The  author  muft  have  adopted  this 
fentiment,  not  from  there  being  any  real  defi- 
ciency in  Scripture  refpeding  the  various  duties 
we  owe  to  our  neighbour,  but  from  their  not 
being  drawn  up  in  a  fyftematic  manner,  and  thus 
he  fell  into  the  fame  error  with  thofe  who  for  the 
fame  reafon  maintain,  that  the  word  of  God  contains 
no  precife  unalterable  ftandard  of  church-order. 

All  good  men  have  highly  difapproved  of  thofe 
W'ho  excufe  their  difregard  of  the  great  dodrines 
of  the  gofpel,  by  faying  they  were  only  intereft- 
ing  to  the  firft  ages,  and  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  in  which  men  were  then  placed  ;  but, 
while  judging  others,  do  they  not  condemn  them- 
felves,  if  they  plead  for  fetting  afide  fcriptural 
order  by  fimilar  arguments  ?  The  precepts  in  re- 
gard to  both  are  delivered  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  the  fentiment  by  which  the  one  is  fet  afide, 
may  be  employed  by  others  in  wrefting  the  Scrip- 
tures to  their  own  deftrudion. 
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.  The  fimplicity  and  want  of  parade  in  Chrift's 
kingdom,  lead  men  to  overlook  or  undervalue 
many  important  doftrines,  as  well  as  fmaller  pre- 
cepts. The  following  obfervations  from  a  fer- 
mon  of  Prefident  Edwards,  on  the  Perpetuity 
and  Change  of  the  Sabbath,  give  a  fatisfadory 
anfwer  to  thofe  who  objed:  to  the  obligation  of 
apoftolic  pra6lice,  becaufe  not  delivered  in  a 
particular  way.  *  The  mind  and  will  of  God 
concerning  any  duty  to  be  performed  by  us, 
(fays  that  excellent  writer)  may  be  fufficient* 
ly  revealed  in  his  word,  without  a  particular 
pi-ecept,  in  fo  many  exprefs  terms,  enjoining  it. 
The  human  underftanding  is  the  ear  to  which  the 
word  of  God  is  fpoken  ;  and  if  it  be  fo  fpoken 
that  that  ear  may  plainly  hear  it,  it  is  enough. 
God  is  fovereign  as  to  the  manner  of  fpeaking 
his  mind,  whether  he  will  fpeak  it  in  exprefs 
terms,  or  whether  he  will  fpeak  it  by  faying  fe- 
veral  other  things  which  imply  it,  and  from  which 
we  may,  by  comparing  them  together,  plainly 
perceive  it.  If  the  mind  of  God  be  but  revealed, 
if  there  be  but  fufficient  means  for  the  communi- 
cation of  his  mind  to  our  minds,  that  is  fufficient ; 
whether  we  hear  fo  many  exprefs  words  with  our 
ears,  or  fee  them  in  writing  with  our  eyes  ;  or 
whether  we  fee  the  thing  that  he  would  fignify 
to  us,  by  the  eye  of  reafon  and  underftanding. 

*  Who  can  positively  fay,  that  if  it  had  been 
the  mind  of  God  that  we  fhould  keep  the  firft  day 
of  the  w€ek,  he  would  have  commanded  it  in  e,x- 
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prefs  terms,  as  he  did  the  obfervation  of  the 
venth  day  of  old  ?  Indeed,  if  God  had  fo  made 
our  faculties,  that  we  were  not  capable  of  recei- 
ving a  revelation  of  his  mind  in  any  other  way, 
then  there  would  have  been  feme  reafon  to  fay 
fo.  But  God  hath  given  us  fuch  underftandings, 
that  we  are  capable  of  receiving  a  revelation  when 
made  in  another  manner.  And  if  God  deals  with 
us  agreeably  to  our  natures,  and  in  a  way  fuitable 
to  our  capacities,  it  is  enough.  If  God  difcovers 
his  mind  in  any  way  whatfoever,  provided  it  be 
according  to  our  faculties,  we  are  obliged  to  obe- 
dience ;  and  God  may  expeft  our  notice  and  ob- 
fervance  of  his  revelation,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  he  had  revealed  it  in  exprefs  terms  *.' 

The  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  delivered  in  the 
fame  way  as  all  human  laws.  Thefe  are  efta- 
blifhed  according  to  circumftances,  and  promul- 
gated to  the  generation  exifling  at  the  time  of 
their  enactment,  as  reprefenting  every  future  gene- 
ration ;  and  unlefs  they  are  repealed,  or  the  con- 
ftitution  to  which  they  belong  be  overturned,  they 
are  confidered,  in  confequence  of  fuch  promulga- 
tion, to  be  binding  on  pofterity.  Some  indeed  may 
grow  obfolete,  either  from  the  inconveniencies 
attending  their  execution,  or  from  thofe  changes 
to  -which  all  human  affairs  are  liable.  But  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  are  didated  by  in- 
finite foreknowledge  and  wifdom.  This  kingdom 
cannot  be  moved.  The  face  of  the  world  may  be 
*  Prefxdent  Edwards'  Twenty  Sermons,  p.  203.  Edin.  1789. 
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changed,  the  fentiments  of  men  may  alter,  but  it 
is  not  of  the  world,  and  cannot  be  affeded  there- 
by. '  The  laws  of  the  gofpel  (fays  Mr  Walker) 
extend  to  the  heart  as  well  as  to  the  life,  and 
fpeak  to  all  men  without  exception,  at  all  times, 
and  in  every  fituation.*  They  utter  their  voice 
with  fuch  precifion  and  perfpicuity,  that  none 
can  be  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  their  meaning.  They 
do  not  bend  to  the  humours  of  men,  nor  accom- 
modate themfelves  to  thofe  flexible  maxims  and 
cuftoms  which  by  turns  prevail  in  this  or  the 
other  age  and  country  ;  far  lefs  do  they  grow  ob- 
folete,  as  human  ftatutes  do,  which  by  long 
difufe  lofe  their  force,  and  become  void.  Like 
their  great  Matter,  what  they  were  yefterday, 
they  are  the  fame  to-day  ;  and  in  every  fuc- 
ceeding  period  their  efficacy  will  continue,  till 
time  itfelf  fliall  be  no  more.  And,  therefore, 
when  I  repeat  the  words  of  this  facred  book,  you 
are  to  confider  them  as  fpoken  to  yourfelves  in 
particular,  and  no  lefs  binding  upon  you  in  their 
mod  fimple  and  obvious  meaning,  than  they  for- 
merly were  upon  thofe  to  whom  they  were  pri- 
marily addreffed  *.' 

The  difference  of  our  circumftances  is  the  great 
jliea  with  many  for  rejefting  the  praftice  of  apo- 
ftolic  churches.  They  confider  this  to  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  warrant  for  fetting  afide  what  they  admit 
to  have  been  of  divine  inftitution.  Mofheim,  in 
his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  openly  maintains  this : 

*  Mr  R.  Walker's  Sermons,  vol.  ii.  p.  327.  London  1792. 
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*  Neither  Chrili  nor  his  holy  apoftles  have  comJ 
manded  any  thing  clearly  or  exprefsly  concerning 
the  external  form  of  the  church,  and  the  precife 
method  according  to  which  it  Ihould  be  governed. 
From  this  we  may  infer,  that  the  regulation  of 
this  was  in  fome  meafure  to  be  accommodated  to 
the  time,  and  left  to  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
the  chief  rulers,  both  of  the  flate  and  of  the 
church.  If,  however,  it  is  true,  that  the  apoftles 
afted  by  divine  infpiration,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  commands  of  their  blelTed  Mafter,  (and 
this  no  Chriftian  can  call  in  queftion)  then  it  fol- 
lows, that  that  form  of  government  which  the 
primitive  churches  borrowed  from  that  of  Jeru- 
falem,  the  firft  Chriftian  aflembly-  eftabliftied  by 
the  apoftles  themfelves,  muft  be  efteemed  as  of 
divine  inftitution.  But  from  this  it  would  be 
wrong  to  conclude,  that  fuch  a  form  is  immuta- 
ble, and  ought  to  be  invariably  obferved,  for  this 
a  great  variety  of  events  may  render  impoflible. 
In  that  early  time,  every  Chriftian  church  con- 
fifted  of  the  people^  their  leaders,  and  the  minijiers 
or  deacons,  and  thefe  indeed  belong  eflentially  to 
every  Chriftian  fociety  *.'  Here  it  is  granted, 
that  a  certain  form  of  government  was  inftituted 
at  Jerufalem  by  divine  authority  :  and  that  all  the 
primitive  churches  borrowed  their  conftitution 
from  thence  ;  yet  is  it  alleged,  that  we  are  not  to 
judge  that  this  form  is  immutable,  becaufe  in 
thofe  days  a  Chriftian  church  confifted  on]y  of  the 
♦  Eccl.  liift.  cent.  i.  part  a.  chap,  2, 


UNIVERSALLY  BINDING.  €3 

people,  their  leaders,  and  deacons.  Now,  what 
renders  it  impoffible  for  us  in  thefe  days  to  form 
churches  confifting  in  like  manner  oifuch  people, 
y«^^  leaders,  and/«rj&  deacons  ?  and  what  entitles 
us  te  take  it  for  granted,  that  a  divine  inflitution 
can  be  lawfully  fet  afide  by  the  wifdom  and 
prudence  of  chief  rulers  of  the  ftate  and  of  the 
church  ? 

The  outward  circumftances  of  the  Jews  varied 
confiderably,  at  diirerent  times,  during  the  difpen- 
fation  under  which  they  lived,  but  ilill  the  ordi- 
nances appointed  at  Sinai,  in  every  jot  and  tittle, 
remained  the  fame  ;  and  after  their  return  from 
the  captivity,  the  book  of  the  law  was  their  guide 
in  the  regeneration  (as  Jofephus  calls  itj  of  their 
affairs,  and  the  Old  Teftament  is  clofed  with  a 
commandment  to  obferve  the  law  of  Mofes, 
with  the  ftatutes  and  judgments,  Malachi  iv.  4. 
although  the  ficuation  of  Ifrael  at  that  time 
was  totally  different  from  their  circumflances 
when  the  law  was  given,  or  before  the  captivity. 
But  wherein  conlifts  the  great  difference  of  our 
circumftances  ?  Not  in  the  moral  flate  of  the 
world,  which  could  alone  afFe£l  the  queilion. 
Doth  not  the  whole  world  ftill  lie  in  wicked- 
nefs  ?  Are  not  Chriftians  flill  a  little  flock?  It  is 
true,  we  live  in  a  nation  declared  Chriflian  by  the 
highefl  human  authority  ;  but  what  then  ?  Does 
the  mere  name  make  any  difference  ?  Our  laws 
favour  the  profeffion  of  Chriflianity  ;  we  are  not 
perfccuted  by  the  flate,  as  the  firfl  Chriftians 
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ivere  :  fo  much  the  lefs  temptation  have  we  not 
fully  to  follow  Chrill.  But  probably  the  true  dif- 
ference lies  here.  From  their  circumftances  they 
were  obliged  either  to  ferve  God  or  mammon. 
They  were  hated  unlefs  they  renounced  ChrifH- 
anity,  both  name  and  thing.  We  avoid  reproach 
which  we  fhould  incur  by  openly  laying  afide 
the  name ;,  and  although  all  who  are  in  earneft 
about  religion,  experience  that  the  offence  of 
the  crofs  has  not  yet  ceafed,  even  by  being  uni- 
ted with  the  church  by  law  eJiahUJhed^  or  other 
bodies  formed  on  fimilar  principles,  we  may, 
in  a  great  meafure,  efcape  fuffering  thereby,  and 
many  inconveniences.  In  primitive  times,  fome 
pra6tifed  circumcifion,  not  for  confcience  fake,  be- 
caufe  they  were  perfuaded  it  was  enforced  by  divine 
authority,  but  left  they  fhould  fufFer  perfecution 
for  the  crofs  of  Chriil,  Gal.  vi.  12.  They  could 
profefs  Chriflianity,  yet  by  retaining  and  preach- 
ing circumcifion,  they  did  not  appear  fo  lingular, 
or  wholly  to  have  forfaken  the  religion  of  their 
relations  and  of  their  country  ,  and  thus  were 
more  at  their  eafe  than  confiftent  and  decided 
Chriftians. 

If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  charafter  of  human 
nature  is  exactly  the  fame  as  formerly,  let  it  alfo  be 
admitted,  that  the  means  adopted  by  the  apoilles 
were  the  beft  which  could  be  employed  for  pro- 
moting the  interefts  of  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  for 
dire6ting  the  hearts  of  believers  into  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  patient  waiting  for  Chrift,  and  it 
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follows,  that  the  fame  means  will  beft  promote 
the  fame  end  in  every  age.  This  opinion,  that 
the  order  of  churches  ftiould  neceflarily  vary  with 
the  varying  circumftances  of  men,  arofe  from  ap- 
plying to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  thofe  principles 
which  only  apply  to  a  worldly  kingdom ;  whereas 
it  is  not  of  the  world,  and  confequently  cannot  be 
affe(Sled  in  its  government  by  the  changes,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  which  take  place  in  the  world. 
The  moll  plaufible  arguments  in  fupport  of  the 
idea,  that  our  circumftances  render  it  neceflary 
for  us  to  aft  on  a  different  plan  from  the  apofl:olic 
churches,  are  founded  on  their  being  polTeffed  of 
miraculous  gifts  ;  but  this  will  not  bear  examina- 
tion. There  are  indeed  foine  directions  given  in 
apoft:olic  times,  which,  from  the  difference  of  our 
circumft:ances,  we  cannot  now  obferve,  becaufe 
the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit  have  ceafed. 
We  cannot  even  precifely  difcriminate  the  dif- 
ferent miraculous  gifts  mentioned  in  the  New 
Teftament.  We  read  of  fpeaking  either  by  re- 
velation, or  by  knowledge,  or  by  prophefying, 
or  by  do6lrine,  1  Cor.  xiv.  6.  But  although  we 
may  not  be  able  precifely  to  define  what  is  meant 
by  each  of  thefe,  no  one  will  fay  that  on  this  ac- 
count all  ought  to  be  filent  in  the  church.^  -The 
pallor  may  furely  admonifli  the  church,  ot  they 
may  endeavour  to  edify  one  another,  althijugti 
they  cannot  prophefy  or  fpeak  with  tongues.  But 
where  will  the  objection  lead  us  ?  Thofe  who  ufe 
it,  ought  to  follow  it  out.  It  at  once  precludes  dl 
F3 
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appeal  to  the  Scriptures  on  the  fubjed  of  chi 
government.  If  thofe  who  ufe  it  quote  Scripture 
as  acknowledging  prefbytery  or  ruling  elders,  they 
argue  againft  themfelves.  Let  them  argue  with 
ei^ifcopalians  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  but 
they  have  no  right  to  fay,  that  epifcopacy  is  not 
founded  on  Scripture  ;  for  it  may  be  replied,  in 
apoftolic  times  they  had  miraculous  gifts,  which 
we  have  not.  It  may  alfo  be  argued  on  this 
ground,  that  there  is  no  neceflity  to  have  churches 
at  all.  The  apoflles  indeed  collected  churches, 
but  as  they  had  miraculous  gifts,  their  circum- 
ilances  were  entirely  different  from  ours.  We 
majy  therefore  forfake  the  affembling  of  ourfelves 
together,  unlefs  we  happen  to  judge  it  expedient, 
and  this  muft  be  a  matter  of  forbearance  among 
thofe  who  differ.  Baptifm  with  water  was  fre- 
quently accornpanied  with  the  communication  of 
the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  ;  but  as 
thefe  have  now  ceafed,  however  expedient  water- 
baptifm  may  be,  its  neceflity  is  a  matter  of  doubt- 
ful difputation,  on  which  good  men  may  differ, 
while  they  equally  honour  the  laws  of  Jefus 
Chrifl.  Nay,  this  mode  of  arguing  will  lead  to 
ftill  more  ferious  confequences.  Paul  lived  by 
faith  on  Jefus  Chrifl.  But  Paul  had,  in  a  re- 
markable degree,  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spi- 
rit,-wj[lf9h  we  have  not,  and  therefore  our  circum- 
flailees  being  different,  it  does  not  follow  we  are 
bound  to  live  by  faith.  Jefus  promifed  that  thefe 
'  figns  ihould  follow  them,  that  believe — "  In  my 
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name  they  fhall  caft  out  devils,  they  fliall  fpeak 
with  new  tongues,  they  fliall  take  up  ferpents, 
and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing  it  fliall  not 
hurt  them  ;  they  fliall  lay  hands  on  the  lick,  and 
they  fliall  recover,"  Mark  xvi.  17,  18.  But  now 
there  are  no  fuch  perfons  in  the  world ;  therefore 
it  follows,  either  that  this  promife  has  failed,  in 
other  words,  that  there  is  no  truth  in  Chriftianity, 
or  that  there  is  now  no  one  who  really  believes 
it  to  be  true.  Both  of  which  fuppofitions  being 
evidehtly  abfurd,  it  is  clear  that  the  bleflings 
promifed  to  believers  were  confined  to  the  firft 
ages,  before  Chriftianity  was  eftabliflied,  and  that 
in  our  fituation,  born  as  we  are  in  a  Chrifl:ian 
country,  we  ought  not  to  lay  too  much  fl:refs  up- 
on faith,  for  we  may  be  real  believers,  and  yet 
have  our  portion  afligned  us  with  the  tranfgreflbrs. 
We  may  be  Chriftians,  but  if  we  are  wicked  Chri- 
ftians,  we  fliall  alTuredly  be  condemned.  Such  is 
the  ftyle  of  argument  which  men  fliould  confid- 
ently maintain. 

Thofe  for  whom  we  write  would  not  approve 
of  this  conclufion.  They  would  fay  it  was  found- 
ed on  mifreprefentation,  for  although  miraculous 
gifts  have  ceafed,  the  manner  of  a  finner's  accept- 
ance with  God  remains  the  fame,  the  promifes 
are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Chrift  Jefus.  "  He  that 
believeth  fliall  be  faved,  and  he  that  believeth  not 
fliall  be  damned,"  is  a  truth  which  cannot  be  af- 
fe£led  by  any  change  of  outward  circumftances 
in  thofe  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  preached.     We 
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anfwer  their  objeftion  againft  our  being  bo'utu 
by  the  precepts  delivered  by  the  apoftles  to  the 
churches,  in  the  fame  manner.  The  ordinances 
delivered  in  the  New  Tcftament  refpe6ling  gofpel 
worftiip,  remain  the  fame,  and  are  binding  in  eve- 
ry fituation.  Our  not  being  pofTefled  of  miracu- 
lous gifts,  precludes  us  from  following  certain 
practices  enjoined  on  thofe  who  pofleffed  them  j 
but  this  no  more  frees  us  from  the  obligation  of 
precepts  delivered  to  the  churches,  which  are  in 
our  power,  than  poverty,  which  might  effeflually 
prevent  us  from  diilributing  to  the  necefHties  of 
others,  would  warrant  us  to  fet  afide  the  precept 
of  loving  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. 

What  has  been  faid  will  apply  to  the  different 
offices  in  the  apoftolic  time,  which  are  enumerated 
in  Scripture,  apoftles,  prophets,  teachers,  mira- 
cles, gifts  of  healing,  helps,  governments,  diver- 
fities  of  tongues,  1  Cor.  xii.  28.  We  cannot 
dift:inguiih  among  thefe,  but  we  may  reft:  fatis- 
fied  with  knowing,  that  bifhops  or  elders,  and 
deacons,  are  the  only  offices  effential  to  a  church 
of  Chrill,  The  qualifications  necefiary  for  thefe, 
are  written  for  the  dire£lion  of  the  churches  in 
their  choice,  1  Tim.  iii.  Not  fo  the  qualifica- 
tions of  an  apoftle  or  evangelift  ;  thefe  were  ex- 
traordinary minifters,  chofen  by  the  Lord  himfelf. 
A  church  may  be  complete  without  them,  and 
indeed  they  did  not  properly  belong  to  any  church. 
Whether  a  church  be  poffeffed  of  miraculous  gifts, 
is  a  queftion  which  has  no  neceflary  conncdtion 
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with  its  being  or  not  being  exa£lljr  on  the  apof- 
tolic  model.  It  is  an  accidental  circumilance. 
Nations  may  have  the  fame  form  of  government, 
while  the  one  is  much  larger  and  more  power- 
ful than  the  other,  and  while  there  are  many- 
other  differences,  merely  local.  But  if  one  be 
a  monarchy,  and  the  other  a  republic,  or  if  the 
fupreme  power  be  more  limited  in  one  coun- 
try than  the  other,  their  form  of  government  is 
elTentially  different.  Were  a  king  to  direct  that 
one  of  his  fons  Ihould  be  placed  upon  the  throne 
of  a  conquered  country,  with  certain  fpeclfied 
powers,  he  would  not  conlider  his  orders  to  be 
complied  with,  if  the  people  were  to  model  the 
government  in  a  manner  confiderably  different 
from  the  form  he  had  given,  alleging,  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  commandment  was  attended  to,  for 
order  was  preferved,  and  his  fon  had  a  very  com- 
fortable fituation  as  the  firll  magiftrate.  True, 
the  king  would  reply,  but  it  is  not  the  order  I 
judged  moft  expedient,  nor  has  my  fon  the  mea- 
fure  of  power  which  I  appointed  for  him.  If  we 
might  not  thus  trifle  with  an  earthly  king's  com- 
mands, fhall  we  pretend  to  eftablifh  an  order  in 
the  churches,  different  from  that  confefTedly  ap- 
pointed by  men  who,  in  this  refpe^t,  could  not 
err,  under  the  pretence  that  all  we  have  to  do,  is 
to  attend  to  the  fpirit  of  their  directions,  and  that 
this  fpirit  is  merely  to  maintain  an  appearance  of 
decency  by  any  means  we  judge  expedient  ?  Such, 
fays  De  Lolme,  is  the  Englifh  conflitution,  that 
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thofe  who  make  alterations  on  this  beautiful  ma- 
chine had  need  to  beware,  left  they  touch  fome 
unobfervcd  fpring  which  may  deftroy  the  whole. 
Perhaps  the  remark  is  not  inapplicable  to  our 
fubje6t. 

If  we  do  not  hold  ourfelves  bound  by  apoftolic 
practice,  we  throw  all  order  in  churches  into  the 
utmoft  confulion.  Ev^ery  man  may  confider  him- 
felf  at  liberty  to  judge  whether,  in  his  particular 
circumftances,  it  is  advifable  to  attend  to  the 
ordinances  at  all.  We  may  illuftrate  the  effed 
of  Chriftians  not  holding  themfelves  bound  by 
the  approved  practice  of  the  apoftolic  churches, 
by  mentioning  the  fentiments  of  a  pious  minifter 
in  regard  to  the  ordinance  of  baptifm,  who  main- 
tained, that  none  could  Ihew  this  to  have  been 
intended  as  a  perpetual  ordinance  in  the  church*. 
It  was  given,  he  faid,  to  the  firft  difciples,  but  it 
did  not  follow  that  it  was  always  to  be  continued. 
How  would  thofe  who  deny  the  obligation  of  re- 
corded apoftolic  practice  confute  this  opinion  ? 
yea,  how  could  they  prove  that  we  are  bound  to 
obferve  ordinances  at  all  ?  They  may  adminifter 
baptifm  as  a  matter  of  expediency-;  but  how  can 
they  fhew  that  we  are  under  any  obligation  on 
the  fubjed  ?  The  Lord's  fupper,  it  may  be  faid, 
was  appointed  for  the  apoftles,  and  although  Paul 

•  Nor  is  fuch  a  fentiment  peculiar  to  him.  Books  have  been 
written  in  defence  of  this  by  perfons  of  great  ability,  and  who 
hare  very  attentively  ftudied  the  Scriptures,  viz.  Mr  Emiyn,  Mr 
Wakefield,  and  others. 
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received  it  by  revelation  that  this  ordinance  fhould 
be  obferved  by  the  church  at  Corinth,  as  no  pre^ 
cept  is  delivered  to  us^  we  may  ufe  our  own  dif- 
cretion,  according  to  the  circumftances  in  which 
we  are  placed.  As  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
we  may  obferve  it  as  well  as  any  other  day,  but 
it  muft  be  left  to  our  option,  whether  to  prefer  it 
to  the  Jewifli  Sabbath  *.  Where,  it  may  be  alk- 
ed,  is^  the  precept  for  forming  a  church  at  all  ? 
Where  is  there  a  commandment  to  us  to  exercife 
difcipline  ?  Where  is  the  neceflity  for  our  having 
a  Hated  miniftry  ?  In  ihort,  this  principle  will, 
by  neceflary  confequence,  lead  to  throw  every 
part  of  Chriftian  worfhip  completely  loofe,  and 
to  fet  afide  every  ordinance  of  the  New  Tefla- 
ment,  except  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  we  may  judge 
it  expedient  to  retain  them. 

Few  would  chufe  to  carry  matters  thus  far,  but 
the  confequences  cannot  be  avoided,  unlefs  we 
admit,  that  the  recorded  and  approved  pr  a  Bice  of 
the  apojtles,  xvho  fettled  the  order  and  difcipline  of 
the  fir jl  churches^  binds  us  equally  as  pofitive  pre- 
cepts  would^  direBly  addrejjed  to  ourfelves. 

It  was  faid  formerly,  "  God  is  not  the  author 
of  confufion,  but  of  peace,  as  in  all  churches  of 
the  faints  ;"  and  again,  '^  Let  all  things  be  done 
decently  and  in  order.'*  But  now  there  can  be 
no  uniformity.     The  laws   of  Chrift  mull  vary 

*  Several  Baptifl  churches  in  England  obferve  the  feventh 
day,  and  do  not  hold  themfelves  bound  to  obferve  the  firft  day  of 
the  week. 
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with  local  circumftances  ;  what  is  order  in  one 
country,  will  be  diforder  in  another ;  and  the  in- 
quiry, what  is  order  in  a  church  ?  will  exadly 
refemble  Mr  Pope's  inquiry, 

Aflt  where*s  the  North  ?  at  York— 'tis  on  the  Tweed, 

In  Scotland  at  the  Orcades — and  there 

At  Greenland,  Zembla,  or  one  knows  not  where ; 

No  creature  owns  it  in  the  firft  degree, 

But  thinks  his  neighbour  farther  gone  than  he. 

A  confiderable  part  of  Scripture  is  now  become 
obfolete  !  The  laws  of  Chrift  are  changeable,  and 
may  be  affeded  and  fet  afide  by  phyfical  caufes, 
or  by  the  {bakings  of  the  nations  !  Although  he 
has  commanded  us  neither  to  add  to,  nor  to  take 
from  his  word,  we  may  negleft  the  precepts  once 
delivered  to  the  faints,  becaufe  our  external  cir- 
cumftances  are  different  from  theirs  ! 

This   doftrine  not  only  deftroys  the  authority 
of  apoflolic  precepts  in  regard  to  church- order, 
1  but  might  be   employed  to  oppofe  every  indivi- 

dual and  relative  duty.  The  Chriftians  at  Rome 
wore  to  be  fubje6l  to  the  powers  that  be,  Rom. 
xiii.  Servants  were  to  be  obedient  to  their  maf- 
ters  at  Ephefus,  Eph.  vi.  5.  But  our  circum- 
flances  are  different,  and  it  does  not  follow  that 
thefe  duties  are  incumbent   on    us  *.       Surely, 

*  In  this  way,  all  the  dirertions  to  fervants  in  the  New  Tef- 
tament  muft  be  of  little  pra<5lical  ufe  in  this  country.  The  fer- 
vants there  fpoken  of  were  in  general  flaves,  but  fervants  in  this 
country  are  in  very  different  circumftances. 
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then,  the  church  needs  an  oracle,  or  an  infal- 
lible head  upon  earth,  who  may,  according  to 
circumftances,  change  times  and  laws,  elfe  (as 
when  there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael)  every  one  will 
do  what  is  right  in  his  own  eyes.     It  would  ap- 
pear, then,  not  only  that  the  man  of  fin  arofe  from 
the  fancied  liberty  of  deviating  from  the  primitive 
model,  but  that  his   rife  w^as  almoll  a  neceflary 
confequence  of  this   fatal  principle.       Dr  Reid 
fhews,  that  Bilhop  Berkley's  conceit  of  the  non- 
©xiflence  of  matter,  and  Mr  Hume's  of  the  non- 
exiftence  of  fpirit,  was,  in  like  manner,  only  car- 
rying to  a  proper  length  the  abfurd  theory  con- 
cerning ideaSif  which  philofophers  had  adopted 
for  upwards  of  two  thoufand  years. 

But  do  not  all  Chriftians  in  faft  hold  themfelves 
virtually  bound  by  apoflolic  pradice  ?  How  can 
they  vindicate,  on  any  other  principle,  the  negled 
of  the  feventh,  and  the  obfervance  of  the  firft  day 
of  the  week  ?  Why  do  they  affemble  together 
for  worfliip  on  this  day  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  this 
was  the  practice  of  the  apollolic  churches  ?  If 
then  we  are  bound  in  one  inftance,  can  we  reje(6l 
the  fame  obligation  in  another  ?  And  certainly  tfie 
regard  that  Chriftians  pay  to  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  is  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  importance  they 
attach  to  apoftolic  practice  ;  by  which,  in  this 
inftance,  an  exprefs  command  to  fandlify  the  fe- 
venth day,  delivered  with  the  utmoft  folemnity,  is 
fet  afide.  The  late  Mr  Randal,  in  his  treatife 
on  the  Lord's  Supper,  after  noticing  thofe  pafla- 
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ges  of  Scripture  which  prove  that  the  apoflles 
eftabliftied  the  obfervance  of  it  every  firft  day  of 
the  week,  and  quoting  thofe  which  eflablifh  their 
obfervance  of  the  Lord's  day,  adds,  *  In  thefe 
we  think  that  we  vindicate  well  the  change  of 
the  Sabbath  day,  and  the  fandtifying  it  for  holy 
purpofes,  againfl  oppofers,  reckoning  them  defec- 
tive in  their  profeffion  of  Chriftianity,  if  not  li- 
ving in  oppofition  to  its  fpirit  and  rules,  who  a6t 
not  accordingly  ;  but  can  we  feel  the  force  of  a 
law  fo  ftrongly  in  the  one  cafe,  and  does  it  make 
{ojlender  imprejjions  on  us  in  the  other  ?  Why  it 
fliould  be  thus,  is  not  fo  eafy,  it  may  be,  to  tell, 
when  confeffedly  no  argument  can  be  formed  on 
thefe  places  for  the  one,  that  is  not  of  equal  force 
at  leaft  for  the  other  *.' 

This  reafoning  diredlly  applies  to  our  fubjeft. 
We  cannot  fet  afide  the  obligation  of  primitive 
practice,  without  almoft  renouncing  Chriftianity, 
and  furely  we  ought  not  to  aflume  a  difpenl^ng 
power  to  fet  alide  ordinances  equally  important 
with  thofe  we  retain,  while  we  cannot  pretend  to 
have  any  warrant  from  Scripture  for  doing  fo. 
But  fo  anxious  are  men  to  aflert  their  freedom 
from  obligation  to  obferve  the  praBices  of  the 
firjl  churches^  that  they  have  objected  that  the 
laws  delivered  to  them  are  not  fuitable  at  pre- 
fent,  becaufe  Chriftians  are  lefs  holy.  If  by  this 
it  be  meant,  that  the  fyftem  of  laws  to  be  gather- 

*    If  this  refpedlable  author  had  exemplified  his  own  dodlrine, 
it  might  probably  have  had  more  influence. 


UNIVERSALLY  BINDING.  *75 

ed  from  the  New  Teftament  is  not  fufficient  to  re- 
ilrain  or  to  influence  a  mixed  multitude,  calling 
themfelves  a  Chriftian  church,  it  is  moft  freely- 
granted.  It  appears  to  be  one  peculiar  excel- 
lence of  the  order  laid  down  in  Scripture  for  the 
government  of  the  churches,  that  real  religion 
is  eflentlally  necefTary  to  the  obfervance  of  it. 
Without  fome  meafure  of  this,  a  church  formed 
on  the  apoftolic  model  can  hardly  exifl  or  flick 
together.  Love  for  the  truth's  fake,  is  the  per- 
fect bond  which  connefts  the  body,  and  where 
this  is  wanting,  no  artificial  tie  can  be  fubflituted 
in  its  place.  The  regulations  delivered  by  the 
apoftles  are  fufficient  to  reprefs  and  correal  the 
remaining  corruption  of  real  Chriftians,  but  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  reftrain  ungodly  men.  If 
cur  churches  are  to  be  ruled  by  the  Scriptures 
alone,  they  muft  be  compofed  of  members  of  the 
fame  defcriptlon  as  the  apoftolic  churches. 

If  the  obje6tion  mean,  that  real  Chriftians  of 
the  prefent  times  are  not  fufficiently  holy  to  be 
governed  in  the  fame  way  as  formerly,  it  is  ab- 
furd.  It  is  true,  however,  that  a  departure  from 
thefe  rules  tends  to  promote  conformity  to  the 
world.  Thofe  who  are  connefted  with  a  church 
whofe  conftitution  is  different  from  that  delivered 
by  the  apoftles,  labour  under  a  great  difadvan- 
tage.  They  do  not  enjoy  all  the  means  appoint- 
ed for  their  edification.  But  do  we  not  fee  in 
this  objcdion  the  language  of  voluntary  humility  ? 
In  the   fame   way  we  may  fet  afide  fome   other 
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precepts,  as  too  hard  for  us.  Does  not  this  re- 
lemble  an  unbeliever  excufing  his  negled  of 
prayer,  or  of  any  other  duty,  by  faying  he  has  not 
iaith,  or  is  not  fufficiently  holy  ;  that  thefe  duties 
are  for  believers,  not  for  him.  Why  is  he  not  a 
believer  ?  is  not  this  his  guilt,  and  v^^ili  it  not 
prove  his  condemnation  ?  Jl 

But  probably  the  objeftion  is  founded  on  that 
common  fentiment,  that  the  former  days  are  bet- 
ter than  the  prefent.  The  Scriptures  inform  us 
of  the  mighty  power  of  the  word  of  God  on  the 
hearts  of  men  ;  what  a  change  it  produced ;  that 
the  moll  unholy  were  fandified  through  the  truth : 
but  they  alfo  relate  to  the  remaining  corruption  of 
ChriHians ;  they  by  no  means  reprefent  them  as 
faultlefs  ;  the  abufes  in  the  churches  are  clearly 
pointed  out,  as  at  Corinth,  in  Galatia  and  Afia, 
&c.  and  there  we  fee  that  they  were  men  of  like 
paffions  with  ourfelves. 

But  ftill  if  we  are  behind  them,  is  there  not  a 
caufe  ?  Yes,  fay  fome,  the  Spirit  is  now  with- 
held. Does  our  carnality,  then,  arife  from  the 
chara6ler  of  the  days  in  which  we  live  ?  Is  not  this 
very  like  charging  it  upon  God  ?  If  indeed  the 
Spirit  be  withheld,  we  may  be  aflured  our  iniqui- 
ties have  feparated  between  us  and  our  God.  Is 
his  hand  fhortened  ?  ''  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof," 
fays  the  Lord,  Prov.  i.  23.  "  and  I  will  pour 
out  my  Spirit  upon  you  !"  When  we  confider  the 
unhallowed  union  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  church  and   the  world,  and  the  confequeat 
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conformity  of  real  Chriflians  to  worldly  maxims 
and  manners,  no  wonder  if  the  Spirit  has  been 
grieved  :  and  how  fliall  his  blefled  influences  be 
reftored,  but  by  fearching  and  trying  our  ways, 
and  returning  to  the  Lord.  Let  us  then  tremble 
at  God's  word,  and  hear  what  the  Spirit  faith 
unto  the  churches.  If  we  return  to  God,  he  will 
return  to  us.  Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will 
draw  nigh  to  you.  Cleanfe  your  hands,  ye  fin- 
ners,  and  purify  your  hearts,  ye  double-minded. 
Ye  adulterers  and  adulterefles,  know  ye  not  that 
friendfliip  with  the  world  is  enmity  with  God  ? 
James  iv.  4.  8.  Behold  I  (land  at  the  door  (fays 
jefus)  and  knock  ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice, 
and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and 
will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.  Rev.  iii.  20. 

Good  men  generally  lament  the  low  flate  of 
religion  in  the  reformed  churches.  Is  it  not 
worth  while  to  inquire,  whether  this  does  not  in 
part  proceed  from  negleding  the  ordinances  of 
Chrift,  refpeding  the  conftitution  and  difcipline 
of  churches  ?  Is  there  no  reafon  to  believe,  that 
we  experience  the  truth  of  what  the  Holy  Ghoft 
once  and  again  affures  us  will  be  the  cafe,  ''  A 
Itttle  leaven  leavens  the  whole  lump  ?"  Are  not 
many  Chrillians  in  a  fituation  where  neither  the 
precept,  "  Purge  out  the  old  leaven,"  nor  that  in 
Matt,  xviii.  15.  17.  are,  nor  can  be,  attended  to  ? 
Is  this  a  matter  which  God  overlooks  ? 

Some  account  for  the  low  Itate  of  religion,  by 
G3 
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faying  *  the  church  is  yet  in  the  wildernefs  *,  RcH^ 
xii.  14. ;  by  and  bye  we  Iball  have  more  light  j, 
meantime  we  mud  do  what  good  we  can,  without 
running  too  fad.'  But  what  brought  the  church 
into  the  wildernefs  ?  was  it  not  the  iniquity  of  its 
members  ?  By  difregarding  the  ordinances  of  Chrift, 
they  grieved  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  afluming  the 
liberty  of  regulating  the  outward  order  of  the 
churches  according  to  circumftances,  they  brought 
themfelves  under  the  dominion  of  antichrift.  *'  My 
people,"  faid  God  of  old,  *^  w^ould  not  hearken  to 
my  voice,  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me  :  So  I 
gave  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts  luft,  and 
they  walked  in  their  own  counfels,"  PfaL  I;fxxi,. 
11,  12. 

How  is  the  church  to  be  brought  out  of  the 
wildernefs  ?  From  whence  is  the  light  to  arife  ? 
Are  we  to  have  a  new  revelation  ?  or  do  we  ex» 
]}e6l  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  except  by  means 
of  the  word  of  God  ?  The  fame  light  has  been 
in  the  world  ever  fmce  the  New  Teftament 
was  completed  j  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  and  the. 
fire  (till  conducts  the  true  Ifrael.  If  men  do  not 
wander  in  the  fame  grofs  darknefs  as  formerly,  it 
is  becaufe  fomewhat  more  attention  is  paid  to 
that  blefled  book  ;.  and  if  knowledge  fhall  yet  be 
greatly  increafed,  this  will  be  the  efFe£l  of  our 

*  It  was  the  declared  opinion  of  a  late  eminent  minifter  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  that  there  would  be  no  remarkable  re- 
vival of  religion  till  the  church  and  the  world  were  feparated ; 
yet  he  continued  in  the  national  church  till  his  death.l 
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attending  more   clofely  to  the   lively  oracles  of 
God,  and  confequently  of  our  underflanding  them 
better.     Let  us  not  then  fay,  "  The  time  is  not . 
come,  the   time  when   the   Lord's  houfe  fliall  be 
built,*'  but  let  every  Chriflian  confider  his  ways. 


Section  IIL 

Those  who  jullify  their  own  praftice, 
while  they  evidently  depart  from  the  ordinances 
delivered  by  the  apoftles  for  the  regulation  of 
the  chuVches,  allege,  that  there  are  fome  ordi- 
[  nances  which  churches,  profeffing  to  be  guided  by 
apollolic  practice  in  all  refpedts,  do  not  follow. 
For  inftance,  the  community  of  goods  in  the  church 
at  Jerufalem — obferving  the  Lord's  fupper  daily — 
love-feafts — wafhing  one  another's  feet — the  kifs 
Af  love,  and  the  example  fet  in  Paul's  vow,  A6ls 
xviii.  18. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  firft  let  it  be  obferved,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  practice  enjoined  on  that  or 
any  other  church.  Their  felling  their  lands 
and  houfes  waa  voluntary,  as  evidently  appears 
by  Peter's  addfrefs  to  Ananias.  His  fin  did  not 
eonfift  in  not  giving  the  whole  price,  but  in 
endeavouring  to  deceive  the  apoHles  who  were 
filled  with  the  Spirit ;  and  therefore  his  keeping 
batk  part  of  the  price  is  called,  lying  to  the 
Holy  Ghoil,   Ads  v.  3.      «  While   it   remain^ 
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ed,  (faid  Peter)  was  it  not  thine  own  ?  and  after 
it  was  fold,  was  it  not  in  thine  own  power  ^  Why 
haft  thou  conceived  this  thing  in  thine  heart  ? 
thou  haft  not  lyed  unto  men,  but  unto  God," 
ver,  4.  He  might  have  kept  it  without  being 
found  fauh  with  ;  but  when  he  hypocritically 
fought  the  charafter  of  deadnefs  to  the  world,  and 
love  to  the  brethren,  to  which  other  members  of 
the  church  were  fo  juftly  entitled,  Peter  employ- 
ed the  authority  given  by  the  Lord  to  the  apoftles, 
for  the  edification  of  the  churches,  2  Cor.  x.  8. 
to  punifh  him,  for  they  had  in  them  a  readinefs 
to  revenge  all  difobedience,  2  Cor.  x.  0.  Should 
a  church,  or  any  of  its  members,  think  it  proper 
at  prefent  to  have  all  things  in  common,  they 
are  accountable  to  Jefus  Chrift  alone  ;  but  if  they 
made  this  a  term  of  communion,  it  would  be 
utterly  unfcriptural.  At  all  events,  communion 
of  goods  was  confined  to  the  church  of  Jerufalem, 
Nothing  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  any  other 
church,  but  the  contrary  pradtice  undoubtedly  pre- 
vailed in  feveral  of  thefe. 

But  although  this  anfwer  is  fuflicient,  there  is 
another  which  totally  removes  this  objedion. 
There  feems  no  juft  ground  for  fuppofing  that  a 
community  of  goods  did  exift  at  Jerufalem  in  any 
other  fenfe  than  that  a  great  degree  of  liberality 
to  the  poor  took  place  among  them.  I  am  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  combating  an  opinion  long 
taken  for  granted  ;  but  we  ought  to  prove  all 
things.    Molheim,  the  author  of  the  Eccleliaftical 
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Hiflory,  has  publiflied  a  treatife  on  the  fabje£l  *, 
to  which  I  would  refer  thofe  who  are  not  fatisfied 
with  the  following  remarks. 

Luke's  words  are,  "  And  the  multitude  of 
them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one 
foul :  neither  faid  any  of  them,  that  aught  of  the 
things  which  he  poiTeffed  was  his  own  ;  but  they 
had  all  things  in  common.  Neither  was  there 
any  among  them  that  lacked,  for  as  many  as 
were  poiTeflbrs  of  lands  or  houfes,  fold  them,  and 
brought  the  prices  of  the  things  that  were  fold, 
and  laid  them  down  at  the  apoftles  feet ;  and  dif- 
tribution  was  made  unto  every  man,  according  as 
he  had  need,"  A£ls  iv.  32.  34,  35. 

This  may  either  exprefs,  that  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  the  members,  who  had  all  fold  their 
houfes  and  lands,  was  put  into  a  common  flock, 
and  that  from  this  the  neceflities  of  each  was 
fupplied ;  or  the  words  may,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  underftood  to  mean,  that  there  exifted 
fo  much  love  in  this  church,  that  each  of  them 
was  ready  to  communicate  to  the  wants  of  their 
brethren,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  :  that,  to 
teftify  their  afFedion,  and  to  fupply  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  fome  who  had  houfes  and  lands  fold 
their  polTeffions,  and  laid  the  price  at  the  apoftles 
feet,  and  that  they  fuperintended  the  diftribution 
to  thofe  who  had  need.     If  the  words  may  be 

*  De  vera  Natiira  Communionis  Bonorum  in  Ecclefia  Hierc- 
folymitana  Comraentatio,  apiid  Diflertat.  ad  Hift,  Ecclef.  perti= 
pent.  Vol.  alterum  Alton,  et  tub.  1767. 
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underftood  in  either  fenfe,  it  remains  to  endea-'^ 
vour  to  afcertain  the  true  meaning.  It  is  no 
flight  argument  for  the  latter,  that  it  reprefents 
matters  in  a  point  of  view  much  more  natural 
and  eafj,  correfponding  both  with  the  pradice 
of  other  churches,  and  the  precepts  delivered  to 
them  by  the  apollles.  The  former  teaches  us  to 
view  the  church  of  Jerufalem  as  Angular,  in  adopt- 
ing a  cuftom  which  muft  neceffarilj  have  been  at- 
tended with  very  great  confufion  and  inconveni- 
ence, and  which,  while  it  favoured  more  of  ollen- 
tation,  does  not  feem  fo  well  calculated  to  anfwer 
the  end.  In  fupplying  a  great  number  from  a 
common  flock,  fome  would  be  in  greater  danger 
of  being  overlooked,  than  if  their  fellow  difciples, 
after  taking  what  was  neceffary  for  their  own 
families,  liberally  diilributed  to  the  fupport  of 
their  brethren.  Befides,  fome  would  require  al- 
moft,  or  altogether  all  that  they  could  earn.  Did 
fuch  bring  their  earnings  to  the  treafury,  and 
then  take  them  away  ?  This  muft  have  been  the 
cafe,  if  the  communion  be  underftood  in  its  com- 
mon fenfe,  unlefs  we  are  alfo  to  underftand,  that 
they  gave  up  working  altogether,  and  were  fup- 
ported  from  the  common  ftock.  But  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Grecians  plainly  fliews  us  who  were 
fupplied  out  of  the  public  fund.  They  complain- 
ed of  their  widows  being  neglefted  ;  on  the  com- 
mon fuppofition,  each  individual  was  to  be  fup- 
plied, and  probably,  in  this  cafe,  there  would  have 
been  a  general  complaint  of  the  Grecians  being; 
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neglefted,  in  place  of  their  widows  only  being 
mentioned. 

Now,  we  find  in  other  churches  diredions  to 
fupply  widows  ;  and  this  affords  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption,  that  the  poor  alone  were  fupplied  from 
the  public  fund  raifed  by  the  voluntary  and  libe- 
ral contributions  of  the  brethren.  But  if  we  are 
to  take  the  words  fo  ftridly,  then  not  only  all  the 
lands,  but  all  the  houfes  were  fold,  fo  that  not 
only  public  tables  mull  have  been  neceflary,  but 
houfes  alfo  muft  have  been  purchafed  by  the 
church  for  the  ufe  of  the  brethren.  All  is  plain 
and  eafy  on  the  other  fuppofition  ;  and  in  the 
condu6l  of  the  church  of  Jerufalem,  every  church 
of  Chrifl  has  a  beautiful  example  (which  they 
are  bound  to  follow)  liberally  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  poor,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
to  alleviate  their  neceflities  and  their  diftrefs. 

The  precept  given  by  Paul  to  the  Corinthians 
will  illuftrate  this  fubjefl.  In  exhorting  them  to 
piake  a  contribution  for  the  faints,  he  fays,  **  I 
mean  not  that  other  men  be  eafed  and  you  bur- 
dened, but  by  an  equality,  that  now  at  this  time 
your  abundance  may  be  a  fupply  for  their  want, 
that  their  abundance  alfo  may  be  a  fupply  for 
your  want :  as  it  is  written,  he  that  gathered 
much  had  nothing  over,  and  he  that  gathered 
little  had  no  lack,"  2  Cor.  viii.  13.  15.  The 
meaning  of  this  is  very  obvious.  Paul  exhorts 
the  brethren  at  Corinth  to  contribute  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  poor  faints  in  Judea  j  but  to  prevent 
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their  imagining  that  this  arofe  from  partiality  for 
his  countrymen,  he  tells  them,  if  they  flood  in 
need  of  it,  he  fliould  be  equally  ready  to  exhort 
the  JewiQi  brethren  to  affift  them;  that  believers 
in  Jefus  ought,  by  this  mutual  communication  of 
their  worldly  goods,  to  refemble  the  Ifraelites  in 
the  wilderncfs,  who  received  an  homer  of  manna 
whether  they  gathered  much  or  little,  Ex.xvi.  13. 
But,  by  interpreting  the  equality  in  this  palTage 
with  the  fame  ftridnefs  as  we  generally  do  the 
communion  of  goods  in  Jerufalem,  we  may  un- 
derfland  the  apoftle  as  enjoining  a  levelling  fyf- 
tem,  for  which  indeed  it  has  been  urged,  and  an 
abfolute  communion  and  equality  of  property  be- 
tween the  brethren  at  Corinth  and  Jerufalem. 

Mofheim  quotes  a  faying  of  Socrates,  Uurrx  rut 
(pixSt  Koim,  all  things  are  common  among  friends^ 
but  none  underftand  this  in  the  fame  way  in  which 
Luke  is  generally  iinderftood  in  A6ls  iv.  32.  He 
quotes  many  teflimonies  of  the  fame  kind  from 
other  ancient  writers,  where  they  fpeak  in  th 
fame  manner,  and  yet  evidently  mean  only  to  ex 
prefs  the  liberality  which  real  friendfhip  produces. 
He  obferves,  that  we  cannot  gather  from  the  wri- 
tings of  any  author  of  the  firft  and  fecond  cen- 
tury, that  fuch  a  communion  did  not  exifl  among 
Chriftians  as  that  mentioned  by  Luke.  He  quotes 
a  number  of  teftimonies  which  mention  the  com- 
munion of  goods  among  Chriftians  in  the  fame 
language  that  Luke  ufes,  in  circumftances  where 
^11  confefs  that  nothing  more  than  great  liberality 
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is  meant.  If,  then,  the  communion  of  goods 
mentioned  by  them  is  conliftent  with  each  re- 
maining mafler  of  his  own  property,  is  it  not 
moll  natural  to  underftand  Luke  as  meaning  the 
fame  ?  He  fays  it  was  not  till  the  fourth  century 
was  far  advanced,  that  this  paflage  in  the  Adts 
was  thought  to  exprefs  that  the  church  of  Jeru- 
falem  had  their  goods  in  common,  in  the  fame 
way  as  the  monks  have,  fo  that  probably  the 
true  origin  of  the  communion  of  goods,  was  to 
find  countenance  in  Scripture  for  the  abfurdities 
of  monkery.  He  concludes  by  thus  giving  the 
fenfe  of  the  paflage  under  confideration.  '  There 
was  truly  great  harmony  amongft  all  the  difciples 
of  Chrift.  None  of  them  preferred  their  wealth 
or  their  property  above  the  love  they  bore  to  the 
brethren ;  but,  wherever  there  was  occafion,  mod 
willingly  affifted  the  indigent.  None  regarded  his 
riches  as  if  the  ufe  of  them  was  to  be  confined  to 
himfelf,  but  each  confidered  himfelf  bound  to  fhare 
them  with  the  poor.  This  facred  love  went  even 
farther,  fo  that  a  fort  of  public  treafury  was  efta- 
blilhed,  from  whence  the  fick,  widows,  orphans, 
and  others  who  were  in  poverty,  were  fupplied. 
To  this  each  contributed  according  to  his  earn- 
ings, and  when  this  was  not  fufficient  to  fupport 
fo  great  a  number  of  poor  perfons,  fome  who 
were  rich,  or  who  had  lands  either  without  the 
city,  or  houfes  within  it,  befides  what  they  them- 
felves  inhabited,  fold  thefe  pofleflions,  and  devoted 
the  price  of  them  to  the  public  good ;  and  this 
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they  did  the  more  willingly,  as  they  were  £ 
that  the  deftru6lion  of  Paleftine  and  of  the  Jewilh 
ftate  was  approaching  *.' 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  communion  of  goods  » 
Jerufalem,  fo  far  from  being  an  argument  againft 
following  the  example  of  the  apoftolic  churches, 
is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  in  every  church 
of  Chrift,  which  is  doubtlefs  bound,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  flock. 

The  only  argument  from  Scripture  for  the  prac- 
tice of  daily  communion,  is  drawn  from  A6ls  ii. 
46.  "  And  they,  continuing  daily  in  the  temple, 
and  breaking  bread  from  houfe  to  houfe,  did 
their  meat  with  gladnefs  and  finglenefs  of  heart 
Now  it  is  certain,  that  although  the  exprelli 
breaking  bread  is  ufed  in  the  New  Teftament 
fignify  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  it 

*  '  Magno  vero  erat  omnium  Chrifti  difcipulorum  confenfio 
et  Concordia.  Neque  quifquam  ex  illis  divitias  et  bona  amori 
in  fratres  praeferebat  ;  verum  fi  id  res  ita  pofcebat  periibera- 
liter  aliorum  indigentiam  juvabat.  Nemo  opes  fuas  fie  fpec- 
tabat  ac  fi  ufus  earum  ad  fe  unice  pertinerct  ttd  unufquifqu< 
fuum  effe  credebat  cum  laborantibus  ea  communicare.  Quit 
longius  fandlus  ille  amor  progrediebatur.  Ut  eflet  unde  aleren. 
tur  segroti,  viduae,  orbi  et  reliqui,  quos  inopia  premebat  publi- 
cum quoddam  condebatur  srarium  :  hue  quantum  quifque  pote- 
rat  de  fuis  frudlibus  rcferebat.  Qiiumque  id  non  fufficeret  ac 
tantum  pauperum  multitudinem  fuftentandum.opulentioresnon- 
nulli  quibus  aut  agri  extra  uibem,  aut  in  urbe  te<fla  erant,  pra 
terea  quae  incolebant,  pofleffiones  iftas  vendebant  conflatamqu* 
inde  pecuniam  publicis  confccrabantcommcdis.  Idque  tanto  fa 
ciebant  Jibentius  quanto  noverant  certius  ultimam  PalefWnje  re 
tufque  Judaeorum  eladem  imminere.'— 7-  L.  Mo/hemii  DiJfA 
ad  Hi/lor.  Ecclefiajl.  pertinmt^  Vol.  alter  um,  fa^  52. 
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denotes  partaking  of  food  at  an  ordinary  meal. 
See  Matt.  xlv.  19.  Mark  viii.  19.  Luke  xxiv.  35. 
In  general,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  diftinguifhing 
when  the  one  and  wheti  the  other  is  meant. 
When  breaking  bread  is  mentioned,  A6ls  ii.  42. 
in  connexion  with  the  apoftles'  doctrine,  and  the 
fellow fhip  and  prayers,  we  cannot  doubt  this  to 
intend  the  ordinance  of  Chriftian  worfhip,  which 
confifts  in  breaking  bread.  So  when  we  read  of 
the  difciples  at  Troas  coming  together  on  the  firil 
day  of  the  week  to  break  bread,  A6ts  xx.  7.  we 
cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  conclude  that  this  means  the 
Lord's  fupper.  They  met  on  the  firll  day  of  the 
week,  becaufe  on  that  day  Jefus  rofe  from  the 
dead.  The  queftion  then  is,  Whether  the  prin- 
cipal objedl  of  their  meeting  on  the  day  which 
had  come  in  place  of  the  Sabbath,  was  to  obferve 
a  folemn  ordinance  intimately  connefted  with  the 
refurre6tion  of  Jefus,  or  to  join  in  partaking  of  a 
common  meal  ?  for  certainly  breaking  bread,  in 
the  one  fenfe  or  in  the  other,  was  the  chief  pur- 
pofe  of  their  afTembling,  as  is  evident  from  the 
hiftory.  This  queftion  may  be  anfwered  without 
much  difficulty.  But  if  any  one  fliould  objedl, 
that  there  is  not  an  abfolute  certainty  that  the 
Lord's  fupper  is  meant,  let  him  obferve,  that  the 
church  of  Corinth,  on  the  fame  day,  1  Cor.  xvi.  2. 
came  together  into  one  place,  and  did  eat  and 
drink,  profeffing  to  obferve  the  ordinance  of  the 
fupper,  1  Cor.  xi.  17.  20,  21.  ;  let  him  farther 
take  notice,  that  the  fame  order  of  worfhip  waa 
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ellabllfhed  by  the  apoftles  in  every  church,  1 C 
iv.  17.  and  furely  his  doubts  muft  be  removed 

It  is  admitted,  that  we  cannot  yb  clearly  afcer- 
tain,  whether  breaking  bread  in  Ads  ii.  46. 
means  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  or  partaking 
of  ordinary  food.  But  if  it  be  at  beft  doubtful, 
no  folid  argument  can  be  built  on  it,  and  con- 
fequently  we  cannot  be  accufed  of  discarding  uni- 
verfal  and  approved  apoftolic  praftice,  becaufc 
we  do  not  follow  what,  in  the  opinion  of  fome, 
was  the  cuftom  of  an  apoftolic  church.  Befides, 
as  the  Lord's  fupper  is  evidently  mentioned  with-j| 
in  four  verfes,  it  is  not  probable  that  an  account 
of  it  fhould  be  here  repeated.  An  important  piece  .. 
of  inftru(Elion  is  contained  in  the  46th  verfe,  if  we-fl 
fuppofe  it  only  to  relate  to  their  common  food. 
It  fliews  how  thefe  Chriftians  ate  their  bread  with 
joy,  Ecclef.  ix.  7.  Being  accepted  in  the  belo- 
ved, and  having  their  hearts  fprinkled  from  an 
evil  confcience,  the  fatisfa£lion  produced  by  this 
entered  into  all  their  enjoyments  and  occupations, 
and  their  example  is  recorded  that  we  may  learn 
to  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always. 

With  refpeft  to  the  pradice  of  churches  after 
the  apoftles  days,  we  do  not  hold  ourfelves  bound 
by  it,  nor  by  any  thing  not  recorded  in  Scripture. 
What  we  contend  for  is,  the  indifpenfable  obligation 
of  all  the  ordinances  recorded  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  as  delivered  to  the  churches  ;  or,  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  the  pra£lice  of  the  churches  men- 
tioned with  approbation  by  the  apoftles.     But  it 
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not  appear  that  daily  communicating  was 
ever  general,  although  it  was  doubtlefs  the  prac- 
tice of  fome  churches  in  the  third  and  fourth  cen- 
turies. 

The  Lord's  fupper  was  firft  obferved  on  Thurf- 
day.  We  fhall  not  affert,  that  it  is  unlawful  to 
obey  Chrift's  dying  commandment  on  any  day  j. 
we  only  contend,  that  by  the  approved  pra<5lice 
of  apollolic  churches,  it  is  demonflrated  to  be  the 
appointment  of  Chrift,  that  his  churches  mujl  ob- 
ferve  it  every  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  this  is  juft  as  ftrong  as  that  they  or 
we  are  required  to  afiemble  at  all  on  that  day  to 
fan^iify  it.  If  a  church  can  aflemble  every  day, 
they  may  do  fo,  but  at  all  events  they  muji  meet  on 
the  Lord's  day,  if  they  defire  to  keep  his  com- 
mandments. So,  if  they  may  eat  the  Lord's  fup- 
per every  day,  yet  they  are  not  warranted  to  con- 
demn thofe  who  only  obferve  it  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  week. 

With  refped  to  the  love  feajlsy  we  have  no  ac- 
count in  Scripture  which  fixes  this  to  have  been 
the  praftice  of  the  apoftolic  churches  at  all,  or 
which  gives  us  any  direftion  with  refpeft  to  them. 
Jude  indeed,  ver.  12.  fays,  *'  thefe  are  fpots  in 
your  feafts  of  charity."  But  certainly  this  is 
not  fufficient  to  afcertain  the  cuftom  of  a  church- 
regularly  aflembling  to  eat  together^  The  ex- 
preffion  may  refer  to  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per, which  is  called  the  Chriftian  feaft,  1  Cor. 
V.  8.  one  great  end  of  which  is  to  promote  bro- 
Ha 
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therly  love ;  or  it  may  refer  to  Chriftians  meeting- 
together,  not  as  a  church,  but  in  fmaller  compa- 
nies, juft  as  thejr  now  do  when  they  vifit  one  ano- 
ther, eat  and  drink  together,  and  enliven  their 
fociety  by  joining  in  prayer,  and  finging  pfalms, 
and  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs.  Would  not  », 
falfe  profefTor  be  a  fpot  in  fuch  a  company  ? 

But  there  is  ftill  greater  ambiguity  in  the  orrJ 
ginal  expreffion,  which  we  render  feafts  of  cha» 
^^^y't  («>  «■*'?  ecyxTTxti)  nor  are  commentators  well 
agreed  about  the  meaning  of  the  word.  '^h« 
apoftle,  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  1  Cor.  xi.  22. 
fays,  *'  Have  ye  not  houfes  to  eat  and  drink  in  ?*' 
and  then  goes  on  to  defcribe  the  Lord's  fupper  J 
the  only  occafion  on  which,  fo  far  as  we  learn 
from  Scripture,  the  whole  church  is  bound  to 
eat  and  drink  in  their  colleftive  capacity.  He 
concludes  the  fubjedl,  **  If  any  man  hunger,  let 
him  eat  at  home^  that  ye  come  not  together  to 
condemnation,"  ver.  34.  By  this  he  did  not 
mean  to  prevent  the  members  from  eating  and 
drinking  together,  but  undoubtedly  this  difcoun- 
tenances  the  idea,  that  their  meeting  as  a  churchy 
to  eat  and  drink,  was  an  ordinance  of  Chrift.        "jl    I 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  love-  feafts  being  prac- 
tifed  in  primitive  times,  fubfequent  to  thofe  of  the 
apoftles  ;  but  Tertullian  is  the  firft  who  mentions 
them,  above  two  hundred  years  after  Chrift,  and 
he  does  it  in  fuch  an  ambiguous  manner,  that  no 
one  can  fay  whether  he  intended  more  than  Chri- 
ftians meeting  in  one  another's  houfes^  a  practice 
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nghly  proper,  and  which  tends  much  to  pro- 
mote love,  if  thefe  meetings  be  properly  conduc- 
ed. 

The  commandment  for  faluting  one  another 
with  a  holjf  ^i/s,  is  repeated  once  and  again  in 
the  New  Tcftament.  In  like  manner,  Chriftians 
are  commanded  to  "  wafli  one  another's  feet," 
John  xiii.  14.  ;  and  one  of  the  qualifications  of 
thofe  widows  who  were  to  be  maintained  by  the 
church  was,  that  they  had  waflied  the  faints  feet, 
1  Tim.  V.  10.  Hence  fome  Chriftians  hold  the 
neceffity  of  the  members  of  a  church  Hill  faluting 
one  another  with  a  kifs,  and  wafhing  one  ano- 
ther's feet. 

The  kifs  was  enjoined  as  a  token  of  affection. 
As  fuch,  it  was  much  ufed  in  Judea  and  the 
eaftern  countries.  This  we  learn  from  the  Old 
Teftament.  The  apoftles,  writing  to  thofe  who 
lived  in  countries  where  it  was  cuftomary,  dire£t- 
cd  them  to  greet  one  another  with  a  kifs  of  love  ; 
their  faluting  was  not  to  be  the  effedl  of  mere 
politenefs,  as  among  the  people  of  the  world, 
but  it  muft  be  the  expreffion  of  the  heart.  But 
we  do  not  know  in  what  way  it  was  conduct- 
ed *.  Conlidering  the  jealoufy  of  the  natives 
of  eaftern  countries,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
apoftles  fliould  recommend,  even  in  the  cafe  of 

*  It  is  common  in  the  Eaft,  for  equals  to  falute  one  another 
by  kiffing  the  head,  the  hand,  or  fhoulder.  ,  See  Harmar's  Ob.- 
fervaiions  on  Scripture,  vol.  ii.  p,  53..  54,  57. 
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admiilion  into  a  church,  that  all  the  members 
fhould  in  this  way  falute  one  newly  joined  to 
them.  Far  lefs  can  we  fuppofe,  that  it  fhould 
be  attended  to  as  a  piece  of  mere  form,  as  per-^ 
haps  it  has  become  in  fome  churches  which  have 
adopted  it.  In  this  country,  a  kifs  is  at  prefent 
by  no  means  fo  common  a  manner  of  falutation. 
as  in  the  Eafl.  This  is  manifeft,  both  from  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  from  the  account  of 
eaftern  manners  to  this  day.  Paul  commanded 
his  brethren  to  falute  one  another,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country  where  they  lived  ;  and 
if  we,  as  members  of  a  church,  in  brotherly  love^ 
ufe  the  modes  of  falutation  cuftomary  in  this^ 
country,  we  then  obferve  this  direftion. 

In  thofe  countries  where  the  apoftles  labour, 
ed,  frequent  wajhing  the  feet  was  neceflary,  both 
from  drefs  and  climate.  When  fatigued  with> 
travelling,  and  overpowered  with  heat,  the  lat- 
ter of  which  might  occur  almoft  daily,  the  bre- 
thren being  ready  to  wafh  one  another's  feet 
was  highly  proper  j  but  in  this  country  it  would 
be  often  troublefome  to  the  perfon  we  intended 
to  ferve,  and  confequently  a  piece  of  mere  bodily 
exercife,  having  much  the  appearance  of  volun- 
tary humility.  Thofe  amongft  us  who  hold  its 
obligation,  do  not,  we  believe,  differ  from  others^ 
who  rejeft  it,  fo  much  in  pradlice  as  in  pro- 
feffion.  The  Lord  of  glory  waflied  his  fervants 
feet,  not  to  eftablifh  an  unmeaning  ceremony,^^ 
but  to   fliadow   forth   the   bleflings  of  his  faU 
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and  to  teach  us  ever  to  be  ready,  with 
genuine  humility,  to  perform  the  meaneft  fervice, 
when  neceflary,  for  our  fellow  creatures,  and  ef- 
pecially  our  brethren  in  Chriil,  and  when  it  is  fo, 
no  doubt  this  among  the  reft. 

We  might  alfo  notice  what  is  faid  of  long  hair. 
This  was  in  certain  countries  in  thofe  days  peculiar 
to  women,  and  hence  a  mark  of  effeminacy  in  any 
man  who  affected  it.  It  w^as  confounding  the  di- 
ftindion  in  the  appearance  of  the  fexes.  Had  a 
Chriilian  in  thofe  days  fliaved  his  beard,  as  we 
do,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  would  have  been 
equally  condemned,  and  furely  would  have  been 
highly  improper.  But  fo  long  as  the  drefs  of 
thofe  among  whom  we  live  is  confident  with  de- 
cency, and  evidently  diftinguiflies  the  fexes  from 
each  other,  we  may  fafely,  and  agreeably  to  the 
apoftolic  doftrine,  comply  with  their  cuftoms — 
thus,  in  things  in  themfelves  indifferent,  which 
vary  in  every  country  according  to  circumftances, 
becoming  all  things  to  all  men,  and  giving  none 
offence  (cafting  no  llumbling-block  in  the  way) 
either  to  Jew  or  Gentile,  or  the  church  of  God. 

We  are  aware  of  the  ufe  which  may  be  made 
of  thefe  remarks.  It  may  be  argued,  that  if  we 
do  not  literally  and  flriflly,  in  all  things,  adhere 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  churches  as  recorded  in  Scrip- 
ture, we  defert  our  own  argument,  as  to  churches 
now  being  bound  to  obferve  exaftly  the  fame 
order  with  thofe  planted  by  the  apoftles.  It 
will  be  granted  by  all,  that  they  eftablifhed  aa 
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order  highly  expedient  as  circumjlances  thenjloo 
but  it  may  be  faid,  that  we  are  not  tied  down  by 
the  letter,  but  by  the  fpirit  of  their  traditions. 
The  objection  is  fpecious,  and  we  do  not  wiih  to 
Ihrlnk  from  it.  We  truft  our  objeft  is  not  to 
perplex,  but  to  eflabliOi  the  minds  of  our  bre- 
thren in  Chrift. 

We  obferve,  then,  that  the  fame  objeftion  has 
often  been  made  againft  fome   of  the   moil  im- 
portant moral  precepts  delivered  by  Chrift.      H» 
commands  his  dilciples  to  pluck  out  a  right  eye, 
and  caft  it  from  them.  Matt.  v.  29. ;  again,  *'  Who- 
foever  fhall  fmite  thee  on  the  right  cheek,  turJ 
to  him  the  other  alfo,"  Matt.  v.  39.     We  Ihould 
condemn  while  we  wondered  at  any  man  who  lite 
rally  obeyed  either  the  one  precept  or  the  other 
yet  we  are  bound  to  obferve  thefe  precepts, 
count  them  highly  valuable,  and  think  they  co 
vey  much  inftru£lion.     Says  au  objedor,  Y 
admit  that  the  language  is  figurative  ?  Undoub 
edly.    He  replies.  Then  why  not  confider  Chrift 
atonement,  or  the  commandment  to  live  by  fait 
as  figurative  alfo  ?  We  fhould  anfwer,  that  in  t 
one  cafe  it  was  evident  we  fliould  a£l  contrary  to' 
other  exprefs  precepts  of  Scripture  ;  that  nothinjr 
is  there  required  of  us,  but  to  do  juftly,  to  lovi 
m^ercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  before  God  ;  that  n< 
roan  of  common  fenfe  was  in  any  danger  of  beiiij 
mifted    by   precepts   which   are  evidently  to    h 
obferved   in   their  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  letter 
and  that^  notwithftanding  fuch  precepts,  the  Bi 
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a  very  plain   book,    and    that    he    alone 
who   loves    the    darknefs,  can    remain    ignorant 
with   it  in  his  hand,   John  iii.  19.     Perhaps  we 
might  not   fucceed  in   convincing   him,  but   we 
fhould   not   admit    that  his   objediion    was   well 
founded.     In  like  manner,  if  Chriftians  will  not 
allow   that  any  fixed    order   was   eftablifhed  by 
the  apoflles  for  the  churches  of  Chrift   in  every 
age,  becaufe  we  admit  that  the  precepts  which  en- 
join the  kifs  of  love,  walhing  the  faints  feet,  and 
not  wearing  long  hair,  ought  to  be  obferved  in  the 
fpirit,  and  not  in  the  letter,  we  muft  juft  fay  with 
the  apoftle  when  writing  on  this  order,  If  any  be 
ignorant,   let  him   be  ignorant,    1  Cor.  xiv.  38. 
But  we  will  not  admit,  that  to  filence  his  objections 
we  ought  to  enforce  cuftoms,  which,  being  merely 
local,  and  confequently  unmeaning  and  abfurd  in 
another  fituation,  would  tend  to  make  the  religion 
of  Jefus  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  men  who  are 
happy  to  find  a  ftumbling- block,  and  would  fay 
it  enjoined  needlefs  peculiarities,  and  an  afFeftation 
of  fingularity.     No.     The  kingdom  of  God  is 
not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteoufnefs,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  there  is  not  one 
pofitive   precept  in  the  New  Teftament,   which 
has  not  in  view  the  cultivation  of  thefe,  and  not 
the  promoting  needlefs  fingularity.       Upon  the 
fame  principle   on  which  our  brethren  tell  us  we 
difobey  the  apoftolic  injunftion,  by  omitting  the 
kifs  cf  love,  we  may  charge  them  with  negle<5t- 
ing  the  precept  to  cut  off  a  right  hand,  becaufe 
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they  obey  it  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the 
But  while  we  cannot  commend  their  minutenefs, 
and,  as  we  apprehend,  their  want  of  difcrimina- 
tion,  we  confider  this  extreme  into  which  they 
fell,  as  being  very  different  from,  and  much  lefs 
reprehenfible  than  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  fhew, 
by  their  praftice,  that  they  think  that  the  plained 
apoftolic  praftice  in  the  government  of  churches, 
may  be  fet  afide  by  the  ambiguous  term  expediency. 
If  we  have  been  tedious  on  this  fubje£l,  it  is  be- 
caufe  we  thought  it  deferved  tq  be  enlarged  on, 
becaufe  we  highly  refpeft  arguments  drawn  from 
the  word  of  God,  and  think  the  practice  foundeiU 
on  them  deferves  the  greateft  attention.  Sureljf* 
no  one  will  fay,  that  when  the  apoftle  exhorts 
believing  women  to  reverence  their  hufbands, 
after  the  example  of  Sarah,  who  called  Abraham 
Lord,  1  Pet.  iii.  6.  that  in  order  to  obey  this 
precept,  it  is  proper  or  neceflary  to  ufe  the  fame 
term  of  refpe£t ;  yet  this  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  we 
are  not  to  diflinguifli  between  the  fpirit  and  the^ 
letter. 

With  refpeft  to  Paul's  vow,  A£l:s  xviii.  18. 
was  never  fuppofed  that  every  part  of  the  privaU 
conduft  of  the  apoftles  is  binding  on  Chriftians. 
They  were  men  of  like  paflions  with  ourfelvesJ 
and  confequently  fell  into  fin  ;  and  their  failings^ 
and  fins  are  not  recorded  in  Scripture  with  ap*; 
probation,  but  with  cenfure.  Wirnefs  Peter's 
diflimulation,  and  Paul's  quarrel  with  Barnabas.J 
But  they  could  make  no  miflake  in  fettling  thcj 
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order  of  the  churches,  for  which  they  were  fo 
well  qualified  by  the  inftru6lions  they  received 
after  the  refurredion,  Ads  i.  3.  and  efpecially 
by  the  abundant  influences  of  the  Spirit,  which 
they  enjoyed  in  fo  lingular  a  degree,  that  they 
could  add  this  fandlion  to  their  decrees,  *'  He 
that  knoweth  God,  heareth  us,"   1  John  iv.  6. 

Refpefting  Paul's  conduft,  A6ls  xxi.  23.  and  his 
circumcifing  Timothy,  we  are  bound  to  ad  in  the 
fame  manner  in  fimilar  circumflances.  In  thefe 
he  became  as  a  Jew  to  the  Jews,  that  he  might 
gain  the  Jews.  We,  too,  are  to  become  all 
things  to  all  men,  in  things  which  are  in  them- 
felves  indiiferent.  But  let  us  take  care  how  we 
apply  this  principle  j  we  muft,  in  the  firft  place, 
afcertain  whether  a  thing  be  lawful,  before  we 
enquire  whether  it  be  expedient,  1  Cor.  vi.  12. 
If  this  be  not  the  cafe,  we  muft  withftand  even  a 
brother  to  the  face.  Gal.  ii.  11.  and  muft  by  no 
means  make  improper  compliances,  to  render  the 
gofpel  palatable  to  men  of  any  defcription. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  appears,  that  all 
Chrijlians  are  bound  to  obferve  the  univerfal  and 
approved  praSlices  of  the  firfl  churches  recorded 
in  Scripture  ; — that  thefe  pradices,  the  exprefs 
precepts  delivered  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles, 
and  the  reproofs  of  diforderly  condud  in  the  apof- 
tolic  churches,  furnifti  us  with  a  clear,  precife,  and 
determinate  rule,  for  every  part  of  fecial  worlhip. 
It  appears  alfo,  that  the  arguments  which  are  em- 
ployed in  oppofing  this  conclufion,  are  not  only 
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calculated  to  introduce  confufion,  to  fet  afide  all 
ordinances  whatfoever  as  binding  upon  the  con- 
fcience,  but  may  alfo  be  employed  to  fubvert  our 
belief  of  the  moft  important  dodlrines,  and  to  lead 
us  to  make  light  of  the  moft  direct  and  important 
precepts  of  Chrift. 

This  rule,  it  is   true,   is   not  delivered  in  the, 
fame  manner  as  were  the  precepts  to  Ifrael  of  old  ; 
and  the  reafon  will  be  obvious,  if  we  attend  to  the 
nature  of  the  difpenfation  under  which  they  were 
placed.     The  law,   fays  an  apoftle.  Gal.  iii.  24. 
was  our  fchoolmafter  until  Chrift ;  and  the  heir, 
he  adds,  fo  long  as  he  is  a  child,  difFereth  nothing 
from  a  fervant,  iv.  1.     This  procedure  was,  ia 
every    particular,    exactly    fuited    to    the    infant  ■ 
ftate   of  the   church.      During   this  period,   the 
Father  declared   his  will  by  laying  down  a  rule 
of  conduct  moft  palpable  and  plain,  juft  as   the  1 
elements   of  any  fcience   are   taught.       Accord- 
ingly we  find  the  whole  fyftem  which  regulated 
their   moral  conduB,   both   as   individuals  and  as 
a   colledive   body,  delivered  to  Ifrael  exaflly  in 
the   fame  way  as  the  dire6Hons  for  their  facial 
'worjloip.      But  when  grace   and   truth  came  by 
Jefus   Chrift,  when  the  people  of  God  were  to 
be  no  more   fervants  but  fons,   then   we   fee   a 
different  mode  of  inftru6lion  adopted,   both  as  to 
moral   duties   and   focial  worfliip  :    the  particular 
lines  of  which  are  not  indeed  fo  minutely  marked,   ' 
but  when  taken  as  a  whole,  and  confidered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  elements  already  laid  down,   the 
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knowledge  of  the  will  of  God  is  thereby  conveyed 
to  us  in  a  manner  not  lefs  precife  and  pointed 
than  it  was  under  the  law. 

The  Scriptures  contain  as  complete  and  pre- 
cife dire»Slions  for  the  form  and  regulation  of 
churches,  that  is,  of  aiTociated  Chriftians,  as  for 
their  condufl  individually.  The  rule  of  duty 
for  each,  is  laid  down  exaflly  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  to  the  fame  extent.  If  difiiculties  oc- 
cur in  afcertaining  the  former,  are  not  thefe 
often  equally  felt  in  regard  to  the  latter  ?  Let 
the  reader  in  this  view  ferioully  confider  the 
fubjed.  If  convi(9:ion  of  the  truth  of  what  is 
here  advanced  be  the  confequence,  he  will  at  once 
perceive  the  vafl  importance  of  the  prefent  en- 
quiry ;  the  lofs  which  believers  muft  necelTarily 
fuflain  if  this  fubjedt  be  overlooked  ;  and  the  ma- 
nifell  (infulnefs  of  their  condu6l  who,  either  through 
prejudice  or  negligence,  refufe  to  examine,  and  thus 
make  void  a  very  coniiderable  portion  of  the  word 
of  God.  It  is  well  knov^n  how^  little  progrefs  was 
made  in  natural  philofophy  for  thoufands  of  years. 
The  reafon  is  obvious.  The  inquiries  of  philofo- 
phers  were  conduced  on  a  wrong  plan.  They  firfl 
formed  a  theory,  and  then  fought  for  plaufible 
arguments  to  eftablifh  it.  The  confequence  was, 
one  theory  fupplanted  another,  and  it,  too,  gave 
place  in  its  turn  to  a  fre(h  one.  Bacon  introdu- 
ced a  new  fyflem  ;  he  taught  philofophers  to  rea- 
fon from  fa^ls,  and  thus  gradually  to  form  a  fyf- 
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tern,  one  excellence  of  which  would  be,  that, 
however  limited,  it  would  be  folid. 

Let  Chriflians  adopt  the  fanne  plan  in  regard 
to  church,  government.  Inftead  of  forming  a  fyf- 
tem  agreeable  to  our  views  of  expediency,  and 
then  fearching  for  paflages  of  Scripture  to  fupport 
it,  let  us  begin  by  afcertaining  particular  fads  in 
regard  to  the  apoflolic  churches. 

According  to  Bacon,  nothing  in  natural  philofo- 
phy  ought  to  be  aflumed  which  is  incapable  of  be- 
ing proved ;  fo  ought  it  to  be  in  our  cafe.  Let  us 
enquire,  for  inllance,  what  precife  idea  is  conveyed 
by  the  word  "  church  "  in  the  New  Teflament  ? 
of  what  charaders  the  apoftolic  churches  were 
compofed  ?  what  offices  they  had  ?  what  qualifi- 
cations were  required  for  the  difeharge  of  the 
duties  of  thefe  ?  what  ordinances  they  obferved  ? 
how  they  proceeded  in  regard  to  offences  ?  Thus 
we  fhall  tread  on  fure  ground. 

In  fetting  out  on  our  enquiry,  we  muft  expert 
fome  difficulties.  Our  knowledge  of  every  part 
of  revelation  is  imperfeft  ;  but  on  this  account  to 
rejeft  what  is  plain,  is  as  abfurd  as  for  a  philo- 
fopher  to  give  up  the  ftudy  of  nature  becaufe  he 
meets  with  what  he  does  not  underftand.  The 
more  his  knowledge  increafes,  the  more  will  his 
difficulties  be  removed.  On  this  plan  I  intend 
to  proceed  in  the  following  pages.  How  far  I 
may  fucceed  in  exadlly  delineating  the  conftitution 
and  government  of  the  primitive  churches,  muft 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  ihall  perufe 
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this  work.  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Scrip- 
tures do  contain  an  exa£t  rule,  fuited  to  every 
fituation.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  ftate  this,  with- 
out falling  into  any  very  important  error.  I  am 
far  from  fuppofing,  however,  that  every  text  ihall 
be  fo  clearly  illuftrated  as  to  carry  conviftion  to 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  read  with  attention,  or 
even  who  agree  with  me  in  general ;  but  w^e 
fliould  remember,  there  are  other  parts  of  divine 
truth,  in  the  explanation  of  which  Chriftians 
who  hold  the  fame  general  fentiments  are  not 
agreed. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

ON  THE  CAUSES  OF  THE  DIVERSITY  OF  OPINION 
AMONG  CHRISTIANS  RESPECTING  SOCIAL  WOR- 
SHIP,   AND  THE  EVILS  ARISING  FROM  IT. 

JlIaving  endeavoured  to  eftablilh  the 
obligation  under  which  we  are  laid  to  follow  the 
approved  practice  of  apoftolic  churches,  before 
we  proceed  to  delineate  that  practice,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  confider  the  caufes  of  the  diverfity 
of  opinion  among  Chriftians  on  this  fubjed,  and 
the  prevalence  of  that  idea  which  has  long  been 
l3 
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gaining  ground,  that  we  are  to  be  guided  by  ex- 
pediency in  regard  to  all  external  matters  in  reli- 
gion, fuch  as  the  order  of  churches,  &.c. 

We  have  already  noticed,  that  the  abominations 
cf  the  church  of  Rome  originated  in  depart- 
ing from  the  apoftolic  model ;  that  this  fyftem 
was  gradually  eflablifhed  ;  and  that  good  men  had 
inadvertently  promoted  it,  by  fanctioning  modes 
and  ceremonies  of  human  invention,  which  they 
judged  expedient. 

Every  one  knows  to  what  a  dreadful  height 
the  abufes  of  that  church  had  arrived  at  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  and  we  cannot  be  fufficiently 
grateful  to  God  for  raifing  up  fo  many  eminent 
men  to  bring  about  that  bklTed  work. 

The  reformei^,  however,  laboured  under  va- 
rious difadvantages.  From  their  education  they 
muft  neceflarily  have  been,  in  many  refpeds,  un- 
der the  influence  of  prejudice.  '  Many  abufes,*" 
fays  an  able  writer  of  the  church  of  England  *, 
*  lay  open  to  the  obfervation  of  men  of  all  forts  ; 
but  it  could  hardly  be  credible  of  a  fudden  by  mea 
of  any  fort,  that  the  greateft  part  of  that  ftru6ture 
called  THE  CHURCH,  which  pretended  to  have  for 
its  foundation  the  apojihs  and  prophets^  and  Chriji 
himfelf  for  its  corner-ftone,  fliould  be  a  mere  heap 
of  antichriftian  rubbifli.  It  is  therefore  no  won- 
der, that  the  moft  enlightened  of  our  Proteftantj 
fathers  fhould  be  afraid  to  demolifti  too  much, 
It  was  evident  with  what  props  and  fupports  the; 
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mo  ft  eminent  faints  and  do£l:or3  of  former  ages 
had  accommodated  the  edifice ;  and  thefe,  it  might 
well  be  imagined,  would  hardly  have  been  placed 
there  bj  fuch  venerable  hands,  without  fome  good 
reafon  and  apparent  neceffity.  In  thofe  days,  no- 
thing was  thought  to  be  fufficiently  confirmed  by 
Scripture  teilimonies,  without  additional  vouchers 
from  the  ancient  worthies  of  the  church  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly Tertullian,  Chryfoftom,  Auflin  and  Je- 
rom,  regularly  took  their  places  on  the  fame 
bench  of  judgment  with  Paul,  Peter,  James  and 
John  *.' 

Befides  the  prejudices  of  education,  the  reformers 
were  alfo  expofed  to  great  temptations  not  to  carry 
matters  fo  far  as  perhaps  they  wifhed.  Religion 
was  under  the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  govern- 
ments of  every  country  in  which  they  laboured^ 
To  oppofe  the  prefent  fyftem  was  nearly  allied  to 
treafon.  Many  priefts  who  had  their  livings  by 
the  eilabliflied  order  of  things,  perceived  that 
their  craft  was  in  danger,  and  were  not  remifs  in 
ftimulating  the  rulers  to  execute  the  laws  againft 
heretics.  This  reduced  them  to  one  of  three  al- 
ternatives : — to  be  filent  altogether  ;  to  denounce 
the  whole  fyftem  of  union  between  church  and 
Itate  as  antichriftian ;  or  to  fteer  the  middle  courfe, 
and  by  not  carrying  matters  too  far,  to  obtain  the 
patronage  and  fupport  of  thofe  rulers  who  were 
either  convinced  by  their  dodrines,  or  who,  dif- 
gufted  with  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  were  defirous, 
*  Confeffional^ 
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for  political  reafons,   of  withdrawing  from    its 
communion. 

Their  zeal  for  the  caufe  in  which  they  had  em- 
barked forbade  their  remaining  lilent.  They 
lived  at  a  period  when  the  union  of  church  and 
ftate  had  fubfifted  a  thoufand  years.  During  that 
time,  the  propriety  of  this  incorporation  had  hardly 
ever  been  doubted ;  and  it  was  riot  to  be  expedled, 
that  they  (hould  clearly  at  once  underftand  the 
propriety  of  feparating  them.  The  middle  courfe 
was,  therefore,  not  only  the  fafeft  for  them- 
felves,  but  probably  correfponded  moft  with  the 
knowledge  they  had  attained.  It  was  according- 
ly embraced.  In  the  courfe  of  their  difputes 
with  Roman  Catholics,  their  views,  it  is  likely, 
were  enlarged  as  to  the  nature  of  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift  ;  but  differences  of  opinion  amongft 
themfelves,  the  difpofitions  of  the  rulers,  and  the 
prejudices  of  the  countries  in  which  they  lived,, 
all  tended  to  fetter  them  in  conduft,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  following  clafely  apoftolic  pra<^ice.  The 
apoftles  aimed  merely  at  the  converfion  of  indivi- 
duals ',  they  had  in  view  reforming  nations,  and 
confequently  the  means  they  employed  greatly 
differed.  The  apoftles  had  no  profpedt  of  fuccefs 
but  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  accompany- 
ing, to  the  heart,  the  do£trine  they  preached.  It 
was  a  great  objedt  with  the  reformers  to  gain 
over  the  magiftrates  to  their  party,  and  to  turn  a 
part,  at  leafl;,  of  the  revenues  of  the  church  to 
the  fupport  of  a  better  fyilem — indeed  they  were 
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difappointed  and  murmured  that  they  did  not  ob- 
tain the  whole. 

Although  the  principles  of  the  reformers  natu- 
rally tended  to  make  the  word  of  God  the  fole  cri- 
terion in  matters  of  religion,  this  noble  fentiment 
was  not  explicitly  declared  for  fome  time.  Had 
they  been  perfuaded  of  this  one  general  principle, 
and  purfued  it  to  its  juft  confequences,  it  muft 
have  fatisfied  them,  that  nothing  could  juftify  the 
ufe  of  carnal  weapons  in  fupport  of  religion. 
But  while  they  led  the  attention  of  men  to  the 
Scriptures,  while  they  expofed  many  of  the  abo- 
minations of  the  church  of  Rome,  they*  retained 
the  very  effence  of  antichrift,  by  feeking,  and  ob- 
taining wherever  they  could,  a  civil  eftablifhment 
for  religion.  They  confounded  civil  liberty  with 
that  wherewith  Chrift  fets  his  people  free.  *  They 
inferred  the  lawfulnefs  of  refilling  wicked  and 
unrighteous  princes,  from  the  principles  of  elec- 
tion and  grace.  Calvin  is  faid  to  have  declared 
the  contrary  to  be  civil  idolatry  ;  and  this  very 
do£t:rine  was  afterwards  employed  by  Grotius  to 
procure  the  Arminians  the  countenance  of  the 
civil  government  *.' 

They  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  degeneracy  of 
the  chtirch  of  Rome,  by  comparing  it  with  an- 
cient times ;  but  inflead  of  going  back  to  the  days 
of  the  apoflles,  and  fhewing  what  a  church  of  Chrift 
was  in  their  eftimation,  they  drew  many  of  their 
maxims  from  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  and  the 
*  Confeflional, 


106  CAUSES  OF  THE  DIFFERENCES 

decrees  of  the  firll  councils.  This,  in  all  proba- 
bility, arofe  partly  from  not  confidering  that  the 
praftice  of  the  apoftles  was  recorded  to  be  a  com- 
plete guide  for  the  churches  in  every  age  ;  and 
partly  becaufe  they  faw  many  of  their  followers 
ready  to  ftagger  at  the  length  they  had  already- 
departed  from  that  church  wherein  they  were 
educated.  We  have  fome  inftances  in  which  their 
pra6lice  greatly  differed  from  their  avowed  prin- 
ciplts.  *  The  knowledge  the  reformers  had  of  this 
matter  (viz.  the  frequent  obfervance  of  the  Lord's 
fupper,  fays  Mr  Randal)  was  agreeable  to  the 
truth  ;  let  us  next  confider  their  pradice  ;  here, 
alas !  was  the  fhort-coming*.'  They  diflinguifhed 
between  what  was  defirable  and  what  was  attain- 
able, and  were  afraid  left  by  going  too  far  they 
fbould  mar  the  whole.  Inftead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  deftroy  prejudice  by  manifeftation  of  the 
truth,  they  made  truth,  in  fome  refpeds,  bend  to 
prejudice.  Their  oppofers  loudly  demanded. 
Where  will  you  flop  ?  and  they  were  in  too 
great  hafte  to  anfwer  the  queftion,  by  drawing  up 
their  Confeilions,  which  contained  the  ne  plus 
ultra  of  reformation^  beyond  which  neither  they  ^ 
nor  any  fince,  on  their  plans,  have  ever  gone.        a 

In  the  different  countries  where  the  principles  of 
the  reformers  were  embraced,  different  modes  of 
church- order  and  government  were  adopted  ;  and 
fo  little  acquainted  were  they  with  the  rights  of 
confcienee,  that  they  did  not  hefitate  to  enforce 
*  Randal  oi^  the  Lord's  Supper,  p,  42,  laft  edition. 
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compliance  with  their  modes  of  worfliip.  Thus 
we  fee  that  fentiment,  fo  much  condemned  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  "  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of  Apollos," 
not  merely  encouraged  at  the  Reformation  by  in- 
fluence and  argument,  but  men  compelled  to  adopt 
the  fentiments  of  Luther  in  Germany,  of  Calvin 
at  Geneva,  of  Knox  in  Scotland,  and  of  Zuinglius 
in  Switzerland*. 

The  progrefs  of  this  fpirit  of  intolerance  in  re- 
ligion, is  well  defcribed  by  a  celebrated  hiftorian. 
*  Such  are  the  capital  articles  in  this  famous  Re- 
cefs,  which  is  the  bafis  of  religious  peace  in  Ger- 
many, and  the  bond  of  union  among  its  various 
ftates,  the  fentiments  of  which  are  fo  extremely 
different  with  refpedt  to  points  the  mofl  interell- 
ing  and  important.  In  our  age  and  nation,  to 
which  the  idea  of  toleration  is  familiar,  and  its 
beneficial  effedls  well  known,  it  may  feem  flrange 
that  a  method  of  terminating  their  dilTenfions,  fo 
fuitable  to  the  mild  and  charitable  fpirit  of  the 
Chrillian  religion,  did  not  fooner  occur  to  the 
contending  parties.  But  an  expedient  which, 
how  falutary  foever  it  might  be,  was  repugnant 
to  the  fentiments  and  pradlice  of  Chriftians  during 
many  ages,  did  not  lie  obvious  to  difcovery. 
Among  the  ancient  heathens,  all  whofe  deities 
were  local  and  tutelary,  diverfity  of  fentiment 
concerning  the  object  or  rites  of  religious  w^orlhip 
feems  to  have  been  no   fource  of  animofity,   be- 

*  See  B?za  de  Hsereticls  a  civili  magiftratu  puniendis,  apud 
Stephan.  1554. 


108  CAUSES  OF  THE  DIFFERENCES 

caufe  the  acknowledging  veneration  to  be  due  to 
any  one  god,  did  not  imply  denial  of  the  exift- 
ence  or  the  power  of  any  other  god ;  nor  were 
the  modes  and  rites  of  worfhip  eflabliflied  in  one 
country,  incompatible  with  thofe  which  other  na- 
tions approved  of  and  obferved.  Thus  the  errors 
in  their  fyftem  of  theology  were  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  to  be  productive  of  concord,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  amazing  number  of  their  deities,  as  well 
as  the  infinite  variety  of  their  ceremonies,  a  fo- 
ciable  and  tolerating  fpirit  fubfifled  almoft  uni- 
verfally  in  the  pagan  world. 

*  But  when  the  Chriftian  revelation  declared 
one  Supreme  Being  to  be  the  fole  objed  of  reli- 
gious veneration,  prefcribed  the  form  of  worfliip 
moft  acceptable  to  him,  whoever  admitted  the 
truth  it  held,  of  confequence  faw  every  other 
mode  of  religion  to  be  abfurd  and  impious. 
Hence  the  zeal  of  the  firft  converts  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  faith  in  propagating  its  doctrines,  and  the 
ardour  with  which  they  laboured  to  overturn  eve- 
ry other  form  of  worfhip.  They  employed,  how- 
ever, for  this  purpofe,  no  methods  but  fuch  as 
fuited  the  nature,  of  religion.  By  the  force  ofl 
powerful  arguments,  they  convinced  the  under- 
flandings  of  men  ;  by  the  charms  of  fuperior  vir- 
tue, they  allured  and  captivated  their  hearts. 
At  length  the  civil  power  declared  in  favour  of 
Chriftianity,  and  though  numbers,  imitating  the 
example  of  their  fuperiors,  crowded  into  the 
church,  many  Hill  adhered  to  their  ancient  fuper- 
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illtions.  Enraged  at  their  obftinacy,  the  minifters 
of  religion,  whofe  zeal  was  ftill  unabated,  though 
their  fandlity  and  virtue  were  much  diminifhed, 
forgot  fo  far  the  nature  of  their  own  miflion,  and 
of  the  arguments  which  they  ought  to  have  em- 
ployed, that  they  armed  the  imperial  power 
againft  thefe  unhappy  men,  and  as  they  could  not 
perfuade,  they  tried  to  compel  them  to  believe. 

*  At  the  fame  time,  controverfies  concerning 
articles  of  faith  multiplied,  from  various  caufes, 
among  Chriftians  themfelves,  and  the  fame  un- 
hallowed weapons  which  had  iirft  been  ufed  againfl 
the  enemies  of  their  religion,  were  turned  againft 
each  other.  Every  zealous  difputant  endeavoured 
to  intereft  the  civil  magiftrate  in  his  caufe,  and 
each  in  his  turn  employed  the  fecular  arm  to 
crufh  or  to  exterminate  his  opponents.  Not  long 
after,  the  biftiops  of  Rome  put  in  their  claim  to 
infallibility  in  explaining  articles  of  faith,  i:nd  de- 
ciding points  in  controverfy,  and  bold  as  the  pre- 
tenfion  was,  they,  by  their  artifices  and  perfeve- 
rance,  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  mankind,  and 
brought  them  to  recognize  it.  To  doubt  or  to 
deny  any  dodlrine  to  which  thefe  unerring  in- 
ftruftors  had  given  the  fan^lion  of  their  approba- 
tion, was  held  to  be  not  only  a  refifting  of  truth, 
but  an  ad  of  rebellion  againft  their  facred  autho- 
rity ;  and  the  fecular  power,  of  which  by  various 
arts  they  had  acquired  the  abfolute  diredtion,  was 
inftantly  employed  to  avenge  both. 

*  Thus  Europe  had  been  accuftomed,  during 
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many  centuries,  to  fee  fpeculative  opinions  pro- 
pagated or  defended  by  force  ;  the  charity  and 
mutual  forbearance  which  Chriftianity  recom- 
mends with  fo  much  warmth  were  forgotten,  the 
facred  rights  of  confcience  and  of  private  judg- 
ment were  unheard  of,  and  not  only  the  idea  of 
toleration,  but  even  the  word  itfelf,  in  the  fenfe 
now  affixed  to  it,  was  unknown.  A  right  to  ex- 
tirpate error  by  force,  was  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  the  prerogative  of  thofe  who  poffefled  the 
knowledge  of  truth,  and  as  each  party  of  Chri- 
flians  believed  that  they  had  got  pofTeflion  of  this 
invaluable  attainment,  they  all  claimed  and  exer- 
icifed,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  rights  which 
it  was  fuppofed  to  convey.  The  Roman  Catho- 
lics, as  their  fyftem  refted  on  the  decifions  of  an 
infallible  judge,  never  doubted  that  truth  was  on 
their  fide,  and  openly  called  on  the  civil  power  to 
repel  the  impious  and  heretical  innovators  who 
had  rifen  up  againft  it.  The  Proteftants,  no  lefs 
confident  that  their  do61rine  was  well  founded, 
required,  with  equal  ardour,  the  princes  of  their 
party  to  check  fuch  as  prefumed  to  impugn  or  to 
oppofe  it.  Luther,  Calvin,  Cranmer,  Knox,  the 
founders  of  the  reformed  church  in  their  refpec- 
tive  countries,  infii6ted,  as  far  as  they  had  power 
and  opportunity,  the  fame  punifliments  which 
were  denounced  againft  their  own  difciples  by  the 
church  of  Rome,  on  fuch  as  called  in  queilion  any 
article  in  their  creeds.  To  their  followers,  and 
perhaps  to  their  opponents,  it  would  have  appeared 
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a  fymptom  of  diffidence  in  the  good  efs  of  the 
caufe,  or  an  acknowledgment  that  it  was  not  well 
founded,  if  they  had  not  employed  in  its  defence 
all  thofe  means  which  it  was  fuppofed  truth  had 
a  right  to  employ. 

*  It  was  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  before  toleration,  under  its  prefent  form, 
was  admitted  firil  into  the  republic  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  from  thence  introduced  into  Eng- 
land. Long  experience  of  the  calamities  of  mu- 
tual perfecution,  the  influence  of  free  government, 
the  light  and  humanity  acquired  by  the  progrefs 
of  fcience,  together  with  the  prudence  and  autho- 
rity of  the  civil  magiilrate,  were  all  requiiite  in 
order  to  eftablifh  a  regulation  fo  repugnant  to  the 
ideas  which  all  the  different  fe6ts  had  adopted, 
from  miftaken  conceptions  corcerning  the  nature 
of  religion  and  the  rights  of  truth,  or  which  all 
of  them  had  derived  from  the  erroneous  maxims 
eftablifhed  by  the  church  of  Rome. 

*  The  recefs  of  Augfburg,  it  is  evident,  was 
founded  on  no  fuch  liberal  and  enlarged  fenti- 
ments  concerning  freedom  of  religious  inquiry  or 
the  nature  of  toleration.  It  was  nothing  more 
than  a  fcheme  of  pacification,  which  political  con- 
fidcrations  alone  had  fuggelled  to  the  contending 
parties,  and  regard  for  their  mutual  tranquillity 
and  fafety  had  rendered  neceffary.  Of  this  there 
can  be  no  ftronger  proof  than  an  article  in  the 
recefs  itfelf,  by  which  the  benefits  of  the  pacifi- 
cation are  declared  to  extend  only  to  the  Catholics 
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on  the  one  fide,  and  to  fuch  as  adhered  to  the 
Confeffion  of  Augfburg  on  the  other.  The  fol- 
lowers of  Zuinglius  and  Calvin  remained,  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  exclufion,  without  any  protedion 
from  the  rigour  of  the  laws  denounced  againll 
heretics.  Nor  did  they  obtain  any  legal  fecurity 
until  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  near  a  century 
after  this  period,  provided  that  they  Ihould  be 
admitted  to  enjoy,  in  as  ample  manner  as  the  Lu- 
therans, all  the  advantages  and  protedion  which 
the  recefs  of  Auglburg  affords. 

*  But  if  the  followers  of  Luther  were  highly 
pleafed  with  the  fecurity  which  they  acquired  by 
this  recefs,  fuch  as  adhered  to  the  ancient  fyftem 
had  no  lefs  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  that  article 
in  it,  which  preferved  entire  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic church  the  benefices  of  fuch  ecclefiaflics  as 
Ihould  hereafter  renounce  its  doctrines.  This 
article,  known  in  Germany  by  the  name  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Refervation,  was  manifeftly  fo  con- 
formable to  the  idea  and  to  the  rights  of  an  efta- 
blifhed  church,  and  it  appeared  fo  equitable  to 
prevent  revenues,  which  had  been  originally  ap- 
propriated for  the  maintenance  of  perfons  attached 
to  a  certain  fyftem,  from  being  alienated  to  any 
other  purpofe,  that  the  Proteftants,  though  they 
forefaw  its  confequences,  were  obliged  to  relin- 
quifli  their  oppofition  to  it.  As  the  Roman 
Catholic  princes  of  the  empire  have  taken  care  to 
fee  this  article  exa6lly  obferved  in  every  cafe 
where  there  ^'as  an  opportunity  of  putting  it  ii; 
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execution,  it  has  proved  the  great  barrier  of  the 
Romifh  church  in  Germany  againft  the  Refor- 
mation ;  and  as  from  this  period  the  fame  tempt- 
ation of  intereft  did  not  allure  ecclefialHcs  to  re- 
linquifti  the  eftablifhed  fyftem,  there  have  been 
few  of  that  order  who  have  loved  truth  with  fuch 
difinterelled  and  ardent  afFedion  as  to  abandon, 
for  its  fake,  the  rich  benefices  which  they  had 
in  pofleflion*.' 

In  every  country  where  the  reformed  principles- 
were  embraced,  a  confeffion  minutely  ftating  eve- 
ry thing  refpefting  religion  was  drawn  up.  Thefe 
Gonfeffions  were  conlidered  to  be  of  the  highefl 
authority,  and  the  zeal  of  Chriftians  was  much  di- 
rected to  maintain  the  authority  of  their  ftandards. 
To  differ  materially  from  what  had  been  adopted, 
was  accounted  herefy,  and  this  was  attended  with 
ferious  confequences*  The  following  celebrated 
paiTage  in  the  Weftminfter  Confeffion  of  Faith, 
fliews  how  little  progrefs  had  been  made  in  the 
knowledge  of  religious  liberty  for  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years*.  It  is  declared,  chap,  xxiii.  '  That 
the  civil  magiflrate  has  a  right  to  take  order  that 
unity  and  peace  be  preferved  in  the  church  ;  that 

*  See  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  voh  iv.  p.  201, — ao8.^ 
2(1  edit.  Svo. 

f  Luther  publicly  burned  the  decretals  and  canons  by  which 
the  Pope's  fupremacy  was  eftablifhed,  and  alfo  the  bull  iflued 
againft  him  at  Wittemberg,  Dec.  10.  1510.  He  was  publicly 
expelled  from  the  church,  at  Rome,  by  Leo  X.  on  the  (Jth  of- 
January  15?!. — The  firft  meeting  of  the  AlTembly  of  Divines 
was  held  in  Henry  VII.'s  Chapel  at  Weftminfter,  July  i.  KJ43, 
K3  • 
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the  truth  of  God  be  preferved  pure  and  entire 
that  all  blafphemies  and  herefies  be  fupprefled  ;.' 
all  corruptions  and  abufes  in  worfhip  and  difci- 
pline  be  prevented  and  reformed,  and  all  the 
ordinances  of  God  duly  fettled,  ad  mini  fie  red,  and 
obferved  ;  for  the  better  efFefting  whereof,  he 
hath  power  ta  call  fynods,  to  be  prefent  at  them^ 
and  to  provide  that  whatever  is  tranfa«51:ed  be  ac« 
cording  to  the  word  of  God.'  It  is  abundantly- 
evident  how  much  this  fyftem  is  calculated  to  per- 
petuate error,  by  checking  inquiry.  It  inevitably 
alfo  lays  the  foundation  of  numberlefs  divifions, 
for  it  is  impoffible  that  Chriflians  can  be  truly 
united  except  on  the  ground  of  truth.  Error 
mud  neceflarily  gender  llrife  ;  and  there  is  in  the 
mind  of  man  a  principle  of  oppofition  to  conftraint 
in  regard  to  opinions,  which,  unlefs  amidft  grofs 
ignorance,  has  always,  upon  thefe  fubje^ts,  fet 
force  at  defiance  *.  ! 

In  the  condud  of  the  reformers,  then,  we  have 

*  ♦  Charles  V.  after  abdicating  his  throne,  was  peculiarly  cu- 
rious with  regard  to  the  conf^ru<?lion  of  clocks  and  watches,  and 
having  found,  after  repeated  trials,  that  he  could  not  bring  any 
two  of  them  to  go  exatlly  alike,  he  refiedted,  it  is  faid,  with  a 
mixture  of  furprife  and  regret  on  his  own  folly,  in  having  be- 
llowed fo  much  tioje  and  labour  on  the  more  vain  attempt  of 
bringing  mankind  to  a  precife  uniformity  of  fentiment,  concern- 
ing the  intiicate  and  myfterious  dodlrines  of  religion.' — Dr  Ro- 
bertfon's  Charles  V.  vol.  iv.  p.  313,  The  remark  is  perfedly 
jjift  ;;vuniformity  of  fcntintent  in  religion  can  never  be  produced 
by  human  authority.  It  can  only  arife  from  mens  ronfciences 
being  brought  into  fubjedlion  to  the  authority  of  GoS,  and  from 
their  diligently  Kliudying  his  word  to  know  his  will. 
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the  origin  of  that  variety  of  fentlments  which 
has  abounded  amongft  Chriftians  in  regard  to 
religion,  and  efpecially  as  to  modes  of  woifhip 
and  difcipline.  Although  each  party  profefled 
to  find  the  outlines  of  their  fyftem  in  the  word  of 
God,  yet  none  pretended  that  the  New  Tefta« 
ment  contained  a  full  and  complete  model.  In- 
deed, without  going  back  to  what  Paul  calls  the 
weak  and  beggarly  elements,  they  never  could  have 
fuppofed  that  Scripture  anthorifed,  far  lefs  com- 
manded, that  the  civil  magiftrate  fhould  interfere 
in  regulating  religion.  If  this  effential  part  of 
their  fyftem  was  not  merely  omitted  but  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  they  could  not  confider  it  as  a  complete  and 
unerring  guide.  They  bound  men,  however,  to 
the  moft  minute  adherence  to  their  ftandards  ;. 
and  it  is  to  be  obferved  of  them,  as  of  all  who 
have  vindicated  perfecution,  that  this  was  direft- 
ed  more  againft  deviation  from  their  forms  and 
modes,  than  againii  grofs  fins.  While  they  all 
endeavoured  to  promote  perfed  uniformity  at 
home,  they  found  it  necefiary  to  cultivate  a  friend- 
ly intercourfe  with  each  other,  in  different  coun- 
tries, from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  dangers  to  which 
they  were  expofed  by  the  church  of  Rome.  Their 
defcendents,  anxious  to  defend  the  Proteftant  inte- 
reft  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Catholics,  who  had 
no  fmall  advantage  againft  them  from  the  variety 
of  opinions  they  held,  began  nriore  explicitly  to 
maintain,  that  greater  latitude  was  given  in  Scrip- 
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ture  refpeftlng  church- order,  and  that  it  was  very 
much  left  to  the  pi*udence  of  men,  and  to  the  cir- 
.  cumftanccs  in  which  they  were  placed. 

The  Eraflians,  as  they  are  called,  maintained, 
that  all  difcipline  was  left  perfe6lly  uninftituted,- 
and  that  the  civil  government  in  each  country 
might  regulate  this  as  they  judged  proper.  Some 
accidental  circumftances  tended  alfo  to  blind  the 
minds  both  of  the  reformers  and  of  the  princesL 
who  favoured  them.  The  Anabaptifts  at  Mun- 
iier  maintained  that  magiftrates  had  no  authority 
in  the  church  ;  but  they  denied  alfo  their  autho-^ 
rity  over  the  faints  even  in  civil  matters.  The 
abfurd  fentiments  of  thefe  fanatics,  and  the  ex- 
celTes  of  which  they  were  guilty,  were  calculated 
to  prejudice  men  again fl  any  appearance  of  con- 
formity to  their  fentiments. 

On  conlidering  all  circumftances,  wc  have  abun- 
dant caufe  to  be  thankful,  that  the  reformers  efca- 
ped  fo  far  from  the  prejudices  of  education  ;  but. 
infl;ead  of  preJ3ing  forward,  their  defcendents  have  _ 
been  contented  to  walk  by  their  light.  The  ve-  m 
neration  in  which  their  memory  has  been  held,, 
has  prejudiced  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  againfl: 
any  deviation  from  their  fentiments,  and  the  re- 
fpe£table  and  lucrative  lituations  which  adherence 
to  eftablifhed  religion  has  fecured,  and  which  de- 
parting from  it  mull  forfeit,  has  tempted  many 
not  to  purfue  their  views  of  truth  fo  far  as  other- 
wife  they  might  have  done.  The  fpeculations 
alfo  of  good  men  refpedting  the  ufefulaefs  of  the 
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fituations  in  which  thej  are  placed,  which  they 
muft  relinquifh  if  they  fully  adopt  the  apoflolic 
plan,  has  proved  a  great  hindrance. 

Although  the  diverlity  of  opinion  among  Chri- 
llians  concerning  church- order  may  thus  be  fo 
eaiily  accounted  for  from  the  lituation  in  which 
they  have  been  placed,  and  from  their  veneration 
for  the  iirfl  reformers,  yet  nothing  has  tended 
more  to  confirm  the  prejudices  of  men  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  than  this  diverfity.  The  exemplary  conduct, 
the  zeal  and  holinefs  of  men  in  churches  where 
there  is  no  fcriptural  order,  w^hich  cannot  be  denied, 
have  been  brought  forward  to  fhew  that  this  was  a 
matter  of  little  confequence.  This  argument  would 
equally  militate  againft  the  Reformation.  Aflu- 
rediy  there  were,  and  flill  are  eminently  holy 
men  in  the  corrupt  communion  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  We  ought  to  love  the  image  of  Chrift 
wherever  we  fee  it  ;  and  if  we  confine  our  love 
to  our  own  party,  we  deceive  ourfelves.  If  we 
love  the  Lord  Jefus,  we'muft  love  thofe  who  are 
guided  by  his  Spirit,  When  we  fee  a  man  loving 
the  gofpel,  dead  to  the  world,  delirous  of  promo- 
ting the  glory  of  God,  not  feeking  his  own  things, 
but  the  things  which  are  Jefus  Chrift's — v/e  can- 
not but  feel  our  hearts  knit  to  him,  wherever  he 
be.  A  man  may,  on  the  other  hand,  agree  with 
us  about  the  external  order  of  a  church,  and  yet 
we  may  be  fatisfied  that  he  is  deflitute  of  real  re- 
ligion, or  at  leaft  very  lukewarm.  Another  may, 
in  our  judgment,  be  ading  erroneouily  in  conti- 
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nuing  connefted  with  an  antichriftian  eflablifli* 
ment,  and  yet  we  may  be  conftrained  to  love  him 
for  the  truth's  fake.  But  although  there  are  Chri- 
ftians  eminently  holy  in  unfcriptural  focieties,  and 
others  who  are  not  exemplary  in  churches  which 
follow  the  apoilolic  practices,  we  ought  not  on 
that  account  to  confider  church-order  to  be  unim- 
portant, or  unconneded  with  fpirituality  and  ho- 
linefs,  any  more  than  we  fhould  conclude  that 
frefh  air  or  cleanlinefs  are  not  fubfervient  to 
health,  becaufe  we  find  fome  very  flout  children 
in  the  confined  dirty  lanes  of  a  great  city,  and 
others  fickly  in  the  pure  air  of  the  country. 

The  difproportionate  zeal  difcovered  by  fome 
refpe^ling  church-government,  has  doubtlefs  alfo 
tended  to  blind  the  minds  of  Chriftians,  and  has 
prevented  them  from  confidering  the  fubjeft  with 
the  attention  it  deferves.  They  have  feen  fome 
very  zealous  in  thofe  matters,  who  were  little  con- 
cerned to  manifeft  or  to  promote  the  power  of 
religion.  The  end  of  all  God's  commandments 
is  love  ;  and  wherever  the  mind  is  diverted  from 
following  after  holinefs  and  fpirituality  of  mind, 
by  attention  to  order,  we  are  turning  the  law  of 
God  againft  itfelf,  and  abufmg  the  Scriptures. 
We  are  not  ferving  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  our  own 
vanity,  party-fpirit,  and  felfifhnefs.  All  church- 
order  is  ordained  for  a  certain  purpofe,  and  if 
this  be  not  kept  in  view,  it  becomes  mere  bodily 
exercife.  A  church  may  boail  of  its  adting  in 
conformity  to  the  apoilolic  model.     Like  that  ac 
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Laodicea,  they  may  fay,  '*  We  are  rich,  increafed 
in  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing,  while  in 
faft  they  are  wretched,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked,"  in  a  great  meafure  deftitute  of  the  ex- 
perience and  power  of  religion  in  the  hearts  of 
the  members.  In  fuch  cafes,  their  order  has  be- 
come the  righteoufnefs  in  which  they  truft — "  The 
temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  are 
we."  To  fuch  we  may  apply  our  Lord's  words, 
**  Thefe  are  a  fmoke  in  my  nofe,  a  fire  that  burn- 
eth  all  the  day."  If  we  trufl  in  our  creed,  our 
prayers,  our  tears,  our  fanttification,  our  good 
works,  they  are  all  abominable  before  God  j  but 
without  them  we  cannot  be  Chriftians. 

We  may,  in  like  manner,  pervert  the  order 
eftablilhed  by  Jefus  Chrift,  but  we  cannot  follow 
him  fully  without  obferving  it,  and  although 
we  may  be  Chriftians  while  inattentive  to  this, 
by  neglecting  his  leaft  commandments  we  fliall 
fuffer  lofs  in  our  fouls,  and  are  proportionally 
little  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  pains  taken 
in  training  a  new  regiment  would  be  ridiculous 
parade  if  not  connefted  with  its  objed.  It  is 
valuable  only  as  it  fits  the  foldiers  for  adual  fer- 
vice.  The  difcipline  of  a  church,  in  like  man- 
ner, is  important  only  as  it  promotes  watchful- 
nefs,  circumfpedion,  and  love  in  the  members. 
This  was  the  end  of  its  inftitution,  and  we  fhall 
never  attain  the  end  fo  well  by  forfaking  the  ap- 
pointed means,  or  by  fubftituting  others  in  their 
place. 
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A  body  of  men  fiiddenly  called  together,  may 
individually  poflefs  all  the  qualities  effential  to 
good  foldiers,  but  if  not  properly  trained  to  adl 
together,  they  will  difappoint  expeflation  in  the 
day  of  battle.  A  company  of  real  Chriftlans,  un- 
acquainted with  fcriptural  order,  exactly  refemble 
them.  They  are  real  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
but  not  being  accuftomed  to  that  difcipline,  co- 
operation, and  fellow (liip  which  he  has  enjoined, 
many  defers  will  appear  in  their  daily  conduft, 
which  this  would  have  corrected. 

Another  circumftance  alfo  may  be  mention- 
ed, which  gives  rife  to  this  difference  of  opinion. 
Man  is  ever  prone  to  extremes.  His  mind  is 
narrow,  and  is  apt  to  be  exclufively  filled  with 
one  objeft.  One  man's  attention  is  engrofled 
with  fuperintending  the  order  of  a  few  Chriftians 
meeting  in  an  upper  chamber.  Another  beholds 
multitudes  of  immortal  fouls  perifhing  for  lack 
of  knowledge  ;  his  foul  is  drawn  out  in  prayers 
and  efforts  for  their  falvation  ;  he  goes  forth 
preaching  the  everlafling  gofpel,  gladly  defiring 
to  fpend  and  to  be  fpent  for  Chrift.  He  is  filled 
with  indignation  at  the  fmall  company,  who  feem 
defirous  merely  that  they  themfelves  fhould 
Chrifl ;  his  zeal  perhaps  carries  him  too  far,  an 
becaufe  he  fees  them  deficient  in  fome  things,  he 
difregards  what  is  praife-worthy.  He  perceives 
that  there  mufl  be  fome  kind  of  order  in  a  church, 
but  not  having  attended  particularly  to  the  fub- 
jeft,  or  finding  it  impoITible  to  obferve  the 
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of  the  firft  churches  in  his  prefent  connexion,  and 
determined  not  to  abandon  what  he  confiders  to 
be  a  great  fphere  of  ufefulnefs,  he  treats  it  as  a 
matter  of  indiiFerence. 

The  New  Teflament  fhews  us,  that  the  apoftles 
united   zeal   for   the   converfion  of  finners,  with 
llri£l  attention  to  the  welfare  of  believers.     They 
publiihed  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  and  when 
fome  believed  and  others  believed  not,  they  then 
feparated  the  difciples,  and  formed  them  into  di- 
ftind  focieties,  Ads  xix.  9.     Let  us  imitate  both 
parts  of  their  conduft.     We  fhall  ever  find,  that 
attention  to   the  praftices  of  the  churches  in  the 
New  Teftament,  vv^ill  tend  to  promote  zeal  for  the 
converfion  of  finners,  unlefs  it  engrofs  too  much 
of  our  attention,  unlefs  we  forget  the  obje6t  for 
which  it  is  appointed,  or  unlefs,  by  expeding  too 
much  from  the  means,  we  put  them  in  the  place 
of  Chrift  and  of  the  end.     In  this  cafe  it  is  no 
wonder  if  our  fouls  decay,  and  all  our  exertions 
for  fpreading  the  gofpel  be  completely  paralyfed. 
Good  men  have  always  contended  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  great  doftrines  of  Chrift,  and  on 
this   account  have  been  charged  by  the  world 
with  bigotry   and  party- fpir it,  for  attaching  fo 
much  importance  to  matters  which  ignorant  men 
confider  to  be  purely  fpeculative,  and  little,  if  at 
all  conneded  with  pradice.    Such  charges,  how- 
ever, have  not  led  the  real  difciples  of  Chrift  to 
undervalue  the  truth  of  God.      They  know  that 
they  proceed  from  indifference  about  religion,  and 
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from  difpleafure  that  this  indifference  is  reproved 
by  the  refpe£l  of  others  for  the  authority  of  God. 
But  many  good  men,  adopting  an  improper  diilinc- 
tion  between  dodlrine  and  difcipline,  have  Ihunned 
difcuffion  on  the  order  appointed  by  Chrift  for 
the  government  of  his  church,  and  have  been  as 
liberal  in  the  application  of  the  charge  of  bigotry, 
&.C.  to  fuch  as  regarded  his  authority  on  this 
fubjeft,  as  the  world  has  been  towards  them  on 
account  of  their  refpe£t  to  what  are  called  the 
peculiar  do£lrines  of  the  gofpel. 

If  the  order  of  the  churches  be  really  diftinft 
from  what  Chrift  taught,  the  lefs  attention  we 
pay  to  it  the  better.  But  before  we  adopt  the 
diftin£lion,  and  argue  for  the  importance  of  the 
one,  and  the  infignificance  of  the  other,  we  ought 
to  fliew  that  Chrift  has  taught,  or  directed  his 
apoftles  to  teach,  nothing  concerning  the  order 
and  government  of  his  churches.  No  Chriftian, 
I  prefume,  will  attempt  to  do  fo.  Now,  whether 
any  thing  which  he  or  they  taught  may  be  fet 
afide,  or  confidered  at  beft  as  too  trifling  to  merit 
our  folemn  attention,  will  not  furely  be  queftion-  — 
ed  by  Chriftian s.  ^ 

Do6lrine  and  d  .'  ipline  are  indeed  but  words, 
and  I  do  not  wilh  to  contend  merely  about  words ; 
but  words  are  the  means  by  which  we  commu- 
nicate our  ideas,  and  the  improper  ufe  of  them  has 
been  the  great  caufe  of  difputes  both  in  religion 
and  philofophy. 

Good    men    perceive    the   importance   of  juft 
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views  of  truth,  and  therefore  contend  for  purity 
of  doctrine.  The  world  confiders  it  of  little  confe- 
quence  what  we  believe,  provided  we  be  but  cha- 
ritable ;  that  is,  provided  we  be  indifferent  about 
our  creed.  How  much  does  the  conduft  of  fome 
Chriftians  refemble  this  !  They  fay  church- order 
is  of  little  or  no  importance,  provided  a  man  be 
not  a  bigot ;  that  is,  provided  he  be  not  perfuaded 
that  the  order  he  follows  is  exclufively  of  divine 
appointment,  and  binding  on  all  believers. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  fuch  a  thing  as  bigotry. 
Dr  Johnfon  defines  it,  '  Blind  zeal,  prejudice,  un- 
reaf enable  warmth  in  favour  of  party  or  opinions.' 
If  this  be  a  jull  account  of  bigotry,  provided  a 
man's  zeal  for  a  particular  form  of  church- order 
be  founded  on  knowledge,  his  zeal  is  not  blind  ; 
confequently  he  is  no  bigot.  If  his  opinions  and 
pradtice  be  the  refult  of  candid  inveftigation,  they 
do  not  arife  from  prejudice  ;  he  is,  therefore,  not 
a  bigot.  Further,  if  his  warmth  in  favour  of  a 
party  be  not  unreafonable  5  if  he  adopt  proper 
methods  to  diffeminate  his  fentiments  ;  if  he  do 
not  attach  undue  importance  to  any  particular  opi- 
nion, according  to  this  definition,  which  feems  a 
juft  one,  he  is  not  a  bigot. 

If  any  man,  indeed,  ftiall  earneftly  contend  foe 
a  certain  order  or  form  of  government  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  the  churches  becaufe  it  is  new,  without 
ferioufly  examining  the  Scriptures  on  the  fubjed, 
and  impartially  attending  to  the  objedions  brought 
againft   his   fyftem,  we  admit  the  propriety  of 
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applying  the  term  bigotry  to  his  conduft.  If  he 
be  a  zealous  Prefbjteriaii  or  Independent,  becaufe 
his  father,  or  fome  eminent  man  to  whom  he 
looks  up,  was  fo,  we  do  not  defend  him.  If  his 
zeal  for  Chriflianity  chiefly  appear  in  minute 
attention  to  external  order,  we  are  far  from  at- 
tempting to  vindicate  him :  we  fhould,  on  the 
contrary,  warn  fuch  of  the  danger  of  being  occu- 
pied witli  a  form  of  godlinefs,  or  of  giving  heed 
to  queftions  which  gender  ftrife,  rather  than  godly 
edifying  ;  for  however  important  the  fubje6l:  be 
in  itfelf,  it  may  be  perverted,  and  will,  in  that 
event,  be  extremely  injurious  to  his  foul.  If  his 
attachment  to  a  particular  fyftem  prevent  him 
from  cherifliing  love  to  all  the  difciples  of  Jefus 
for  the  truth's  fake  which  dwelleth  in  them^  his 
condud  is  undoubtedly  unfcriptural ;  but  if  he 
has  ferioufly,  and  with  earneft  prayer,  examined 
the  Scriptures  on  the  order  and  difcipline  proper 
to  be  obferved  in  a  church  of  Chrifl ;  if,  after 
weighing  objeftions,  he  be  perfuaded  that  a  cer- 
tain order  is  exclufively  appointed  by  God,  and 
if  he  attend  to  this  himfelf,  and  recommend  it  to 
others,  with  a  view  to  promote  fpirituality  of 
mind  and  holinefs  of  life,  while  he  loves  all  the 
difciples  of  Jefus,  although  he  judge  them,  in 
fome  refpe6ls,  not  to  be  walking  according  to  the 
rule  of  God's  word,  he  is  no  bigot,  nor  can  he  be 
jufily  charged  as  actuated  by  party- fpirit.  Such 
a  man  will  ever  be  ready  calmly  to  hear  what  can 
be  faid  againll  his  fyftem.     He  has  not  contrived 
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It  himfelf,  nor  received  it  by  tradition  from  hi» 
fathers,  but  conliders  it  to  be  a  part  of  divine  re- 
velation, and  being  perfuaded  that  he  is  always 
prone  to  err,  and  that  error  of  every  kind  mufl 
have  a  bad  efFeO:  upon  his  mind,  he  is  ready  to 
receive  with  thankfulnefs  farther  light  upon  the 
fubje£t,  and  to  hear  with  patience  what  may  be 
candidly  and  ferioufly  faid  for  his  information. 

A  man  may  be  a  bigotted  Calvinifl.  From 
education,  or  from  his  mind  having  been  mucb 
employed  on  the  points  of  difference  between  that 
and  other  fyftems,  his  whole  converfation  may  turn- 
on  thefe  topics  ;  he  may  lofe  hisr  temper  when 
contradided,  he  may  wrefl  paffages  of  Scripture 
left  they  fhould  fecm  to  favour  his  opponents,  and 
he  may  plainly  fhew  that  he  is  under  the  influence 
of  prejudice  and  blind  zeal :  but  a  man  may  be 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  fyftem  called 
Galvinifm,  and  be  deeply  convinced  of  its  impor- 
tance, without  meriting  the  reproach  of  bigotry.. 
The  fame  will  hold  true  concerning  church- govern- 
ment. A  man  may  contend  for  a  particular  form 
In  an  unchriftian  and  bigotted  manner.  If  an 
Independent,  he  may  be  attached  to  all  who  hold 
the  fame  fentiments^  without  examining  what 
good  efFeft  their  church-order  has  produced  on 
their  minds,  or  whether  they  are  ftudying  to  main- 
tain the  power  of  religion.  If  he  be  of  the  efta- 
bliftied  church,  he  may  advife  others  to  attend: 
their  parifli  minifters,  although  the  gofpel  be  not 
preached  by  them  ;  thus  preferring  the  eftabliilk-' 
L3  ' 
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ments  and  arrangements  of  men,  to  the  dodrine 
of  Chrift.  In  either  cafe  he  may  well  be  called 
a  bigot.  Another  may  be  more  fenfible  of  the 
importance  of  fcriptural  order,  which  he  may 
obferve,  and  fleadily  maintain  that  all  Chriftians 
are  bound  to  obferve  it,  without  the  fmallefl;  tinc- 
ture of  party- fpirit. 

I  dwell  the  more  upon  this  fubjeft,  becaufe 
due  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  it.  The  fpirit 
of  intolerance  manifefled  by  our  fathers,  and  their 
zeal  for  what  we  now  plainly  fee  to  be  unfcrip- 
tural,  has  rendered  it  popular  to  declaim  againfl 
attention  tx)  church-order,  under  the  odious  name 
of  party- fpirit.  Good  men  defpife  the  charge  of 
party-fpirit  brought  againfl;  them  by  a  Socinian. 
They  pity  his  ignorance.  Let  them  beware,  left, 
while  charging  their  Chriftian  brethren  with  party- 
fpirit,  becaufe  they  argue  in  favour  of  an  exclulive 
form  of  church- government,  they  ignorantly  con- 
demn or  difcourage  attention  to  a  fubje6l  which? 
God  has  been  pleafed  explicitly  to  reveal. 
-How  often  is  a  fmile,  or  a  remark  on  the 
pernicious  efFe6ls  of  bigotry,  put  in  place  of 
argument  when  this  fubjed;  is  mentioned  !  By 
fome,  thofe  who  mofl:  heartily  defpife  all  concern 
about  any  particular  form  of  church- government^ 
are  often  mofl:  applauded.  Whence  does  this  pro*. 
ceed  ?  A  perfon  who  was  never  efteemed  a  bigot, 
in  anfwer  to  a  letter  wherein  the  writer  had  been 
ihewing  his  liberality  by  condemning  thofe  who 
attended  to  difcipline  and  church-order,  obferved^ 
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*  that  thofe  only  (who  pofleffed  any  information 
on  the  fubje£l)  defpifed  church-order,  whofe  fitu- 
ation  rendered  their  obfervance  of  the  apoftolic 
order  impradicable.'  Let  us  not  then  be  led 
away  by  founds.  Men  ought,  by  means  of  can- 
did examination  of  Scripture,  to  be  fully  perfua- 
ded  in  their  own  minds,  what  to  omit,  and  what 
to  perform.  Without  this,  no  religious  duty  is  a 
reafonable  fervice. 

When,  inftead  of  fearching  the  Scriptures,  and 
praying  for  farther  light,  as  new  born  babes  defi- 
ling the  unadulterated  milk  of  the  word,  we  are 
inclined  to  fearch  for  arguments  to  juftify  our  own 
practice,  thefe  will  not  be  wanting.  This  Hate 
of  mind  fofters  prejudices.  Our  fcruples,  which, 
if  attended  to,  would  have  led  us  to  the  Scrip- 
tures and  to  a  throne  of  grace,  and  ultimately,  by 
the  bleffing  of  God,  to  the  path  of  duty,  being 
ftifled,  wear  away.  The  lefs  a  man  liftens  to  the 
voice  of  confcience,  the  feebler  it  becomes.  Many 
rejoice  in  having  got  rid  of  what  they  now  con- 
fider  to  be  weak  fcruples.  Let  them  examine 
how  they  got  rid  of  them.  Was  it  by  fairly 
meeting  the  objections  which  occurred  to  their 
minds  ?  Was  it  by  fearching  the  fubje£t  to  the 
bottom  ?  or  was  it  by  ailing  in  oppofition  to 
their  convidions  ?  Scruples  may  be  got  rid  of 
both  ways.  Thofe  who  have  received  a  religious 
education,  feel  many  fcruples  before  they  can  run 
to  the  fame  excels  of  riot  with  others  ;  but  w^hen 
once  fairly  initiated,  thefe  fcruples  appear  weak 
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and   childifli,   and  they  hug  themfelves   on   their 
fuppofed  fuperlority  to  weak  prejudices. 

I  do  not  here  intend  to  enlarge  on  the  bad 
efFedls  which  arife  from  the  differences  among 
Chriilians  about  church- order.  Some  of  them, 
have  been  already  hinted  at.  We  know  what  a. 
handle  they  give  to  infidels,  and  to  thofe  who  are 
indifferent  about  religion  ;  what  alienation  of 
mind  they  produce  among  real  Chriftians  ;  and 
how  much  they  cramp  their  united  exertions  : 
and  however  much  good  men,  deploring  thefe 
confequences,  may  endeavour  to  put  a  Hop  to 
them  by  enforcing  mutual  forbearance,  from  the 
confideration  of  the  inconfiderablc  nature  of  their 
differences,  experience  may  teach  us  that  this  will. 
never  fucceed^ 

To  prove,  then,  that  the  Scriptures  contain  a, 
particular  ilandard  and  model  for  the  imitation* 
and  government  of  the  churches  of  Chrift,  which 
all  Chriilians  are  enjoined  by  divine  authority  to- 
fbllow,  (however  they  may  be  branded  as  perpe- 
tuating divifion  arvd  party- fpirit)  will  be  found  to 
be  the  only  way  by  which  union  and  brotherly 
love  can  be  promoted  amongft  Chriilians.  Foe 
this  union  God  has  made  provifion  in  the  accounts^ 
of  the  churches  in  the  New  Teflament.  In  this,, 
as  in  other  refpedls,  the  foolilhnefs  of  God  is; 
wifer  than  man.  Let  him  then  that  hath  an  eaij^ 
kear  what  the  Spirit  faith  unto  the  churches. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

•N  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  APOSTOLIC 
CHURCHES. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N  I. 


Wherever  the  apoflles  went,  they 
preached  the  gofpel,  and  befought  and  enjoined 
men  to  repent  and  believe  it.  When  their  preach- 
ing was  fuccefsful,  they  directed  their  converts 
to  aflbciate  for  the  obfervance  of  public  worlhip 
and  ordinances,  always  on  the  firfl  day  of  the 
week,  and  alfo  at  other  times.  Thefe  focieties 
were  called  churches.  In  this  they  have  been 
imitated  by  all  Chrillians.  But  it  is  not  fufficient 
to  retain  appearances.  In  order  to  follow  their 
example,  our  churches  muft  refemble  theirs  ; 
their  conftitution  muft  be  fimilar.  How  much 
did  the  church  of  Rome,  in  the  apoftle  Paul's 
time,  differ  from  the  church  of  Rome  fome  hun- 
dred years  afterwards  !  Obedience  to  the  com- 
mandment of  Chrift  does  not  confift  in  preferving 
the  name  while  we  do  not  obferve  the  ordinance 
itfelf.  We  condemn  the  Roman  Catholics,  who 
profefs  to  obferve  Chrifl's  dying  commandment 
while  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  receive  only 
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the  bread.  We  fay  this  is  not  to  eat  the  Lord's 
fupper,  becaufe  while  the  name  is  kept  up,  the 
allien  is  different.  The  fame  will  apply  to  the 
conflitution  of  a  church.  Our  churches  muft  be 
fimilar  to  thofe  planted  by  the  apoftles,  and  ac- 
knowledged in  the  word  of  God  as  his  churches  ; 
we  do  not  otherwife  attend  to  the  ordinance  at 
all. 

The  word  iKxXnc-ia^  church,  means  an  affembly 
of  any  kind.  It  is  often  applied  to  Ifrael,  which 
formed  one  aflembly  in  the  wildernefs,  aa  their 
males  did  three  times  a- year  at  Jerufalem,  It 
is  fometimes  applied  to  an  aflembly  called  by 
a  magiflrate,  and  fometimes  to  a  tumultuous  af- 
fembly.  In  Afts  xix.  32.  the  mob  is  called  the 
church,  and  again  in  verfe  40.  he  difmiflTed  the 
church.  Verfe  39.  the  fame  word  is  ufed  for 
an  aflembly  called  by  the  magiftrates.  I  fliall 
here  quote  a  paflage  from  Dr  Campbell  on  this 
fubjed.  '  Properly  there  is,  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  but  two  original  fenfes  of  the  word  ikkMo-k*, 
which  can  be  called  different,  though  related.  One 
is,  when  it  denotes  a  number  of  people  actually 
aflembled,  or  accuftomed  to  aflemble  together, 
and  is  then  properly  rendered  by  the  Englifh 
terms,  congregation,  convention,  aflembly,  and 
even  fometimes  crowd,  as  in  Afis  xix.  32.  40. 
The  other  fenfe  is  to  denote  a  fociety  united 
together  by  fome  common  tie,  though  not  con- 
vened, perhaps  not  convenable,  in  one  place. 
And  in  this  acceptation,  as  well  as  in  the  former. 
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it  fometimes  occurs  in  claffical  writers,  as  fignify- 
ing  a  flate,  or  commonwealth,  and  nearly  corre- 
fponding  to  the  Latin  civitas.  When  the  word 
is  limited,  or  appropriated,  as  it  generally  is  in 
the  New  Teftament,  by  its  regimen,  as  t»  ^m,  r» 
xvg<s<,  T»  Xg/(r]»,  or  by  the  fcope  of  the  place,  it  is 
always  to  be  explained  in  one  or  other  of  the 
two  fenfes  following,  correfponding  to  the  two 
general  fenfes  above  mentioned.  It  denotes  ei- 
ther a  lingle  congregation  of  Chriftians,  in  corre- 
fpondence  to  the  firft,  or  the  whole  Chriftian 
community,  in  correfpondence  to  the  fecond.  We 
can  hardly  ever  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  from  the 
context  which  of  the  two  is  implied.  That  it  is 
in  the  former  acceptation,  is  fometimes  evident 
from  the  words  in  conflrudion,  as  t»?  ikkMo-ix?  rn 
SK  K6y;ij^s«<?,  and  T>}  iKKXT,(rio(.  ry  ^m  rv)  gv  Ko^iv.^A',  and 
the  like.  In  the  latter  fenfe  it  ought  always  to 
be  undcrflood,  when  we  find  nothing  in  the  ex- 
preffion,  or  in  the  fcope  of  the  paffage,  to  deter- 
mine us  to  limit  it ;  for  inllance  in  the  following, 

Etti  Ixvlr,  m  Tsril^x  otKo^ofAVia-u  (4,^  mv  iKKMo'ittv.  'O  Kv^iog 
'S-po(ririB'et  rag  (rat^of^ivni  kuB-'  Kf^s^av  Tfi  vckM^ioC'      In   this 

laft  acceptation  of  the  word,  for  the  whole  body 
of  Chrifl*s  difciples,  wherefoever  difperfed,  it 
came  afterwards  to  be  dillinguillied  by  the  epi- 
thet KxBoXiKn.  They  faid,  n  ikkXi^o-iu  »  xu^oXiKny  the 
catholic  or  univerfal  church. 

*  But  in  any  intermediate  fenfe,  between  a  fingle 
congregation  and  the  whole  community  of  Chri- 
ftians, not  one  instance  can  be  brought  of  the 
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application  of  the  word  in  facred  writ.  We 
fpeak  now,  indeed,  (and  this  has  been  the  manner 
for  ages)  of  the  Gallican  church,  the  Greek 
church,  the  church  of  England,  the  church  of 
Scotland,  as  of  focieties  independent  and  complete 
in  themfelves.  Such  a  phrafeology  was  never 
adopted  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles.  They  did 
not  fay  the  church  of  Alia,  or  the  church  of 
Macedonia,  or  the  church  of  Achaia,  but  the 
churches  of  God  in  Afia,  the  churches  in  Mace- 
donia, the  churches  in  Achaia.  The  plural  num- 
ber is  invariably  ufed  when  more  congregations 
than  one  are  fpoken  of,  unlefs  the  fubje6l  be 
the  whole  commonwealth  of  Chrift.  Nor  is  this 
the  manner  of  the  penmen  of  facred  writ  only. 
It  is  the  conftant  ufage  of  the  term  in  the  wri- 
tings of  ecclefiaftic  authors,  for  the  two  firfl  cen- 
turies. The  only  inftance  to  the  contrary  that  I 
remember  to  have  obferved,  is  in  the  epiftles  of 
Ignatius,  on  which  I  have  already  remarked  *. 

'  It  adds  confiderable  ftrength  to  our  argument, 
that  this  is  exadly  conformable  to  the  ufage,  in 
regard  to  this  term,  which  had  always  obtained 
among  the  Jews.  The  whole  nation,  or  common- 
wealth of  Ifrael,  was  often  denominated,  ttxtu  >» 
iKKMTict  Iff^xTtX.  And  after  the  revolt  of  the  ten 
tribes,  when  they  ceafed  to  make  one  people  or 
ftate  with  the  other  two,  we  hear  of  7rx<rx  *>  iKxXn- 

*  The  Dodlor  does  not  rejedl  the  epiftles  of  Ignatius  as  alto- 
gether fpurious,  but  thinks  they  are  of  no  authority,  as  it  is  evi- 
dent they  are  confiderably  mutilated. 
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<rix  I»5-!«.  This  is  the  large  or  comprehenfive  ufe 
of  the  word,  as  above  obferved.  In  regard -^o 
the  more  confined  application,  the  fame  term 
eKKXYi<riei,  was  alfo  employed  to  denote  a  number 
of  people,  either  adually  affembled,  or  wont  to 
afTemble,  in  the  fame  place.  Thus  all  belonging 
to  the  fame  fynagogue  were  called  indifterently 
iKfcXna-ix,  or  (Tvvecyuyn,  as  thefe  terms  in  the  Jewilh 
ufe  were  nearly  fynonymous.  But  never  did  they 
call  the  people  belonging  to  feveral  neighbouring 
fynagogues  iKKMfrtec,  or  wmywyA,  in  the  fingular 
number,  but  s«xAdt/«/  and  a-wxyuyeity  in  the  plural. 
Any  other  ufe  in  the  apoftles,  therefore,  muft 
have  been  as  unprecedented  and  unnatural  as  it 
would  have  been  improper,  and  what  could  not 
fail  to  lead  their  hearers  or  readers  into  mif- 
takes  *.' 

The  apoftolic  churches  were  colleded  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel.  The  apoftles  were  fo 
far  from  having  any  authority  by  which  to  induce 
or  to  compel  men  thus  to  unite,  that  they  were 
expofed  to  conilant  and  powerful  oppolition  in 
their  work.  Inftrudlion  and  perfnafion  were  the 
only  means  they  employed.  By  manifeftation  of 
the  truth  they  commended  themfelves  to  every 
man's  confcience.  They  befought  men  to  be  re- 
conciled to  God,  and  to  give  themfelves  up  to  him 
who  had  jGied  his  blood  for  the  guilty. 

Although  every  blefling  beftowed  upon  belie- 

*  Campbell's  Ledlures  ou  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol,  i,  p.  20  j, 
— 2o5. 
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vers  is  freely  given  tliem  of  God,  yet  the  Lord 
Jefus  always  beftovvs  thefe  on  his  people,  in  the 
way  of  obedience  to  his  commandments.  It  is 
with  his  own,  in  the  ftrideil  fenfe,  that  we  ferve 
him  ;  yet  he  gracioufly  rewards  our  fervices.  Our 
obfervance  of  ordinances  is  an  aft  of  obedience 
to  Chrift,  and  we  receive  i  prefent  reward  in  the 
benefit  and  comfort  we  derive  from  them. 

The  end  of  the  inflitution  of  a  church  is  abun- 
dantly manifeft.  God  fays  to  his  people,  *'  Come 
out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  and  I 
will  receive  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  my  fons  and 
daughters."  Jefus  delivers  his  people  from  the 
prefent  evil  world,  and  commands  them  to  aflb- 
ciate  together,  that  they  may  have  fellowftiip 
with  himfelf  and  with  each  other.  Thus  was 
Noah  feparated  in  the  ark  from  the  world  which 
peiiftied  ;  Lot  was  feparated  from  Sodom  ;  Abra- 
ham from  his  kindred  ;  and  Ifrael  after  the  flefti 
from  the  nations.  "  Lo,^'  faid  Balaam,  "  the  peo- 
ple {hall  dwell  alone,  and  iliall  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  nations."  The  ordinances  of  worfhip 
delivered  to  them,  precluded  their  intercourfe 
with  their  neighbours.  Their  learning  the  ways 
of  the  heathen,  was  the  caufe  of  many  fevere 
judgments  which  they  endured. 

la  like  manner,  if  any  one  will  come  after 
Jefus,  he  muft  deny  himfelf,  take  up  his  crofs, 
and  follow  him.  He  muft  remember  Lot's  wife, 
and  not  look  back  on  the  world.  He  muft  love 
the   difclples  of  Jefus,  cultivate  the:r  friendfhip. 
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and  mutually  give  and  receive  every  ad:  of  kind- 
nefs.  To  promote  love  to  Chrifl  and  to  one 
another,  they  are  to  unite  in  church-fellowfhip, 
to  watch  over  one  another  in  love,  and  to  obferve 
together  various  ordinances.  Thus  having  for- 
faken  all  for  Chrift,  they  receive  an  hundred  fold 
in  the  prefent  life.  Every  one  who  is  a  fubje6l 
of  the  King  of  Sion  is  their  kinfman  and  brother ; 
and  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  which  they 
enjoy  while  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and 
ailociating  with  his  people,  amply  compenfates 
for  the  lofs  of  friends  or  of  worldly  comforts 
which  they  have  fuftained. 

The  difciples  of  Jefus  are  furrounded  with 
enemies  on  every  hand,  and  one  great  end  of  the 
formation  of  a  church  is,  that  they  may  ftrength- 
en  one  another  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord. 
'*  Two  are  better  than  one  ;  for  if  one  fall,  the 
other  will  help  him;  but  wo  to  him  who  is  alone 
when  he  falleth." 

The  members  of  a  church  are  bound  to  efteem 
one  another  as  brethren,  yea,  as  members  one  of 
another  ;  for  they  are  one  body,  which  is  reprc- 
fented  by  their  eating  the  fame  bread,  1  Cor, 
X.  n.  *  A  church  is  a  reprefentation  of  the 
general  aflembly  or  church  above,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  members  walk  in  love,  holding  the 

*  Or*  «j  u^Tog  iv  a-A>f/.ii  oi  yrtXXoi  iTju.iv,  Becaufe  (or  ra- 
ther, as)  there  is  one  bread,  ive  being  many  are  one  body.  The 
common  tranflation  conveys  no  meaninar,  "  For  we  being  many 
^re  one  bread,"  See.     See  VVhitbv  and  Macknight. 
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unity   of  the   fpirit   in   the   bond   of  peace,   tW 
refemblance   is   exa6t.     Chriftians   are  bound  U 
love  all   who  love  Jefus  Chrift.     The  formati< 
of  a  particular  church,   and  the  fpecial  duties 
the  members   thereof,   by  no  means  preclude 
from  expreffing  general  afFeftion  for  all  the  Ifra< 
of  God. 

The  more  we  exercife  love  to  our  brethrc 
with  whom  we  dwell,  the  more  will  our  lov< 
increafe  to  the  whole  body.  Chriftian  love  mui 
Tiot  only  be  in  word  and  in  tongue,  but  in  deei 
and  in  truth.  We  have  little  or  no  opportunity 
doing  good  to  the  great  body  of  Chriftians  whoi 
we  never  faw,  nor  (hall  fee  in  the  flefh  ;  but 
church  is  a  fingle  branch  of  the  great  family  of 
God,  and  in  this  connexion  we  have  a  fpecial 
opportunity  of  teftifying  by  adtions  our  love  to 
the  brethren  of  Jefus.  We  are  to  rebuke  and 
admonifh  one  another,  by  no  means  fufFering  fin 
upon  our  brother.  If  we  were  feeking  honour 
one  of  another  ;  if  this  were  our  governing  prin- 
ciple, as  it  is  in  focieties  of  worldly  men,  fuch*^ 
condu6l  would  foon  gender  ftrife  ;'but  the  more 
the  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  attended  to  in  a 
church  oF  Chrift,  from  proper  motives,  the  more 
will  the  members  be  united  in  love.  The  Lord 
hath  beftowed  a  variety  of  gifts  on  his  people, 
and  they  are  bound  to  ufe  them  for  each  other's 
benefit.  The  exiftence  of  a  church  gives  an  op- 
portunity of  occupying  thefe  talents  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  thus  the  edification  of  the  body 
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s  promoted,   by  every  man,  as  he  hath  received 
he  gift,   miniftering  the  fame  as  a  good  fleward 
of  the  manifold  grace  of  God. 

A  Chriftian  church  is  not  only  calculated  to 
promote  the  edification  of  Chriftianfs,  but  the 
:onverfion  of  finners.  We  have  feen  that  the 
formation  of  churches  is  intended  to  promote 
love  amongft  Chriftians.  This  is  clofely  con- 
nefted  with  the  conversion  of  the  world.  Jefus 
prayed  that  his  difciples  might  be  one,  that  the 
world  might  believe  that  the  Father  had  fent  him^ 
John  xvii.  21.  A  church  is  a  city  fet  on  a  hill ; 
a  light  in  the  world  to  direft  the  attention  of 
men  to  the  teftimony  of  Chrift's  death,  refur- 
re£lion,  and  fecond  coming.  When  the  mem- 
bers of  a  church  are  not  fpiritual,  holy,  and 
exemplary,  this  end  is  in  a  great  meafure  defeat- 
ed ;  but  if  they  make  their  light  to  fliine  before 
men,  others,  feeing  their  good  works,  will  glorify 
their  Father  in  heaven.  Such,  it  is  evident  from 
the  New  Teilament,  was  the  end  of  the  inllitu-r 
tion  of  the  apoftolic  churches.^ 

The  apoftles  held  out  no  worldly  motive  ta 
induce  men  to  become  Chriftians,  or  tp  conneft 
themfelves  with  a.  church.  They  obtained  no 
civil  privileges  by  doing  fo.  The  connexion  was 
perfedly  voluntary  in  regard  to  man.  Tt  was 
regard  alone  to  the  authority  of  an  unfeen  Sa- 
viour, and  to  eternal  things,  which  led  them  to 
enter  into  it.  If  they  difregarded  thefe,  they 
were  anfwerable  to  Chrift  alone.  No  man  had 
M  3 
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vi,  right  to  punifh  them.  God  ftill  caufed  his  fun 
to  ftiine,  and  his  rain  to  defcend  on  them,  and 
thus  taught  his  people  to  do  them  good  as  they 
had  opportunity.  When  the  fcheme  of  uniting  the 
church  and  the  world  took  polTeflion  of  the  minds 
of  men,  they  permitted  no  man  to  buy  or  fell  except 
he  had  the  mark  of  the  beaft,  or  they  fufpended  this 
decree  by  an  a6l  of  toleration  ;  but  every  thing  of 
this  kind  is  foreign  to  a  church  of  Chrifl  as  exhi- 
bited in  Scripture.  It  is  an  aflbciation  which  has 
no  head  upon  earth  ;  which,  as  a  body,  can  re- 
ceive no  laws  from  any  one  but  Chrift  Jefus. 
Thofe  who  joined  the  apoftolic  churches  were  not 
thereby  freed  from  their  obligations  to  honour 
and  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  powers  whom  God  hath 
ordained  over  the  things  of  a  prefent  life.  The 
kingdom  of  Jefus  is  fpiritual,  neither  interfering 
with  human  governments,  nor  admitting  their  in- 
terference in  its  peculiar  concerns.  The  Lord 
taught  his  difciples  to  render  to  Cefar  the  things 
which  are  Cefar's,  and  to  God  the  things  which 
are  God's  ;  that  is,  to  obey  their  cml  governors 
in  all  civil  matters,  but  in  religion  to  acknow- 
ledge no  human  authority. 

In  attending  to  the  conftitution  of  the  apoftolic 
churches,  we  muft  obferve  that  Chrift  is  always 
reprefented  as  ruling  over  a  willing  people,  and 
governing  by  love.  Love  to  him  and  to  one 
another,  was  the  perfed  bond,  and  the  only  one 
by  which  the  churches  were  united.  When  any 
auxiliary  bond,  is  employed  in  a  focicty,  it  no 
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longer  refembles  the  apoftolic  churches  ;  its  con- 
flitution  is  diiFerent.  '  They  are  miilaken,'  fays 
Dr  Erlkine,  *  who  think  that  the  outer-court. 
Rev.  xi.  1,  2.  reprefents  the  vifible  church.  For 
the  church,  confidered  as  inwardly  the  habitation 
of  God,  and  outwardly  employed  in  his  worfhip, 
is  reprefented  by  the  temple  and  inner- court, 
where  was  the  altar,  and  where  the  Ifraelites 
worfliipped.  But  the  outer-court  reprefents  a 
corrupt  fociety,  aflliming  the  name  of  the  church, 
whofe  pretenfions  God  will  demonftrate  to  be 
falfe,  and  which  he  will  give  up  to  be  trodden 
down  by  her  enemies.  This  may  be  the  reafon 
why  the  angel  commiffioned  to  meafure  the  tem- 
ple, was  prohibited  to  meafure  the  outer-court, 
becaufe  that  outer- court  was  properly  no  part  of 
the  temple  *.' 

It  is  not  furprifing,  then,  that  the  apollles  in- 
filled fo  much  on  brotherly-love.  Every  ordi- 
nance they  delivered  is  calculated  to  promote  it ; 
and  where  love  was  not  promoted,  the  end  of  the 
ordinance  was  not  obtained.  Hov»^  different  were 
thefe  focieties  from  the  world  I  There,  men  live 
in  malice  and  envy,  hateful,  and  hating  one  ano- 
ther, yet  are  kept  together  by  felf-intereft  and 
temporal  ties.  In  the  apoftolic  churches,  love  to 
Chrift  cemented  them  together,  and  when  this  was 
wanting,  no  fubftitute  was  recommended.  Hu- 
man governments  only  aim  at  regulating  the  con- 
duct.    The  wholefome  laws  under  which  we  live 

*  Theological  DifTertations,  p.  5)4.  Lond.  17^)5. 
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in  this  country,  fecure  our  lives  and  properties 
the  midft  of  wickednefs.  The  laws  delivered  to 
the  churches  refpe6ted  the  ftate  of  their  hearts  as 
well  as  their  external  condu6l ;  and  if  the  hearts 
of  the  members  were  not  right,  the  outward  re- 
llraints  were  too  feeble  to  prevent  open  rebellion 
againft  Chrift.  He  is  not  fo  careful  about  the 
appearance  as  the  reality  ;  and  the  freedom  he 
gives  his  people  in  their  aflbciated  character,  is 
calculated  to  prove  a  ftumbling-block  to  wicked 
men,  and  to  make  them  manifeft* 

Under  every  human  government  ifaen  mull  part 
with  a  portion  of  their  natural  freedom,  which  is 
well  exchanged  for  the  fecurity  and  the  bleffings 
it  provides.  This  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  churches 
of  the  faints.  The  members  neither  become  fub- 
je61:,  flri6lly  fpeaking,  to  any  individual,  nor  to 
the  whole  body  of  their  brethren.  The  apoflles 
warned  and  exhorted  them  to  ftand  fafl:  in  the 
glorious  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  had  made  them, 
free  ;  to  reufiember  one  was  their  mafter,  even 
Chrift  ',  to  him  alone  they  are  accountable  ;  to 
his  laws  alone  they  are  fubjedl.  Their  brethren 
do  not  become  the  lords  of  their  confciences  ;. 
while  they  are  all  to  be  clothed  with  humility, 
to  efteem  others  better  than  themfelves,  yea,  all 
to  be  fubjedt  one  to  another — they  are  on  no  ac- 
count to  deviate  from  what  appears  to  themfelves 
to  be  duty  :  '^  Whatfoever  is  not  of  faith,  is  fin.'* 
As  to  any  thing  in  itfelf  indifferent,  neither  oppo- 
site to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  nor  to  any  precept 
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delivered  by  the  apoftles,  fuch  as  the  eating  of 
meats  in  the  firft  churches,  there  they  are  their 
own  makers,  and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  although  a  thing 
be  lawful,  it  may  not  be  expedient.  They  mud 
riot  therefore  pleafe  themfelves  ;  but  if  they  are 
prevented  from  attending  to  any  thing  which  ap* 
pears  to  them  to  be  their  duty,  either  by  the 
opinion  of  an  individual  or  of  a  church,  they  are 
evidently  feeking  to  pieafe  men,  and  are  no  longer 
the  fervants  of  Chrill. 

Men  void  of  religion  may  frame  a  civil  govern- 
ment. They  may  chufe  fuch  an  one  as  they 
think  beft  ;  but  the  apoftles  taught  believers  to 
confider  themfelves  the  fervants  of  Jefus.  As 
fuch  they  entered  a  church,  and  confequently  no 
laws  in  that  church  mufl:  interfere  with  their  al- 
legiance to  him.  To  prevent  this,  the  apoftles 
delivered  laws  which  they  were  to  obey  in  their 
aflbciated  ftate,  and  thefe  were  neither  to  be  in- 
creafed,  nor  diminiftied,  nor  changed. 

If  any  number  of  people  form  a  voluntary 
fociety,  they  may  exclude  or  receive  whom  they 
pleafe  ;  but  fuch  were  not  the  inftruftions  of  the 
apoftles  to  the  churches.  If  any  one  defired  to 
join  them,  they  were  to  inquire  whether  Chrift 
had  received  him  ?  and  if  fo,  to  give  him  the 
right  hand  of  fellowfliip — for  church -fellowfhip 
is  an  ordinance  for  all  his  people.  Did  it  appear 
by  the  condu6l  of  a  member  that  they  had  been 
miftaken  ;  that  he  was  not  living  in  fubjection  to 
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the  authority  of  Chrift,  the  church  was  then,  and 
then  only,  to  exclude  him. 

A  member  of  the  apoftolic  churches  might 
"C^'ithdraw  when  he  pleafed ;  he  might  thus  call  off 
the  authority  of  Chrift  :  all  that  his  brethren 
could  do,  was  to  warn  him  of  the  confequences  ; 
and  if  he  perfifted,  to  behave  towards  him  as  a 
heathen  man  and  a  publican.  It  is  evident,  then, 
that  this  connexion,  being  founded  on  fubje6lion 
of  mind  to  Jefus  Chrift,  was  capable  of  being 
maintained  without  many  regulations  which  are 
abfolutely  necelfary  in  civil  fociety.  It  is,  there- 
fore, no  obje£lion  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
churches  of  Chrift,  that  it  would  not  anfwer  in 
civil  matters.  It  was  not  intended  to  do  fo.  A 
form  of  government  fuch  as  that  of  the  churches 
of  faints,  is  not  fit  for  wicked  men,  or  even  for 
mierely  moral  men,  not  under  the  influence  of  the 
gofpel.  The  kingdom  which  the  apoftles  fought 
to  eftablifti,  was  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Whatever  ordinances 
tend  to  promote  thefe,  they,  under  the  influence 
of  the  Spirit,  delivered  to  the  churches  ;  and  any 
addition,  however  plaufible,  will  have  a  contrary 
efFea. 

Many  Chriftians  have  grofsly  erred  oa  this 
fubje6l.  They  have  been  guided  in  their  views 
of  the  government  of  the  churches,  by  their  po- 
litical opinions.  No  wonder  that  men  of  the 
world  have  fallen  into  the  fame  error.  '  No 
biftiop,  no  king,'  faid  King  James  I.     Whatever 
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form  of  church-order  is  adopted  on  fuch  prmci- 
ples,  is  equally  abfurd.  That  the  biftiop  (hould 
govern  with  unlimited  fway,  is  not  more  to  thaa 
that  the  people  (hould  be  fubjefted  to  the  authority 
of  the  elders  ;  and  that  the  people  fhould  govern 
themfelves,  is  fully  as  oppofite  as  either  to  the 
apoftolic  inftitutions.  Chriftians  are  fubje6ts  of  a 
king.  Jefus  has,  by  his  apoftles,  delivered  the  laws 
by  which  his  fubje6ls  fliall  be  governed,  and  in- 
formed us  how  thefe  laws  are  to  be  adminiftered. 
The  more  we  attend  to  his  will,  the  more  of  his 
countenance  and  approbation  may  we  expert  t® 
receive. 


Section    IL 

In  oppofition  to  the  view  given  of  the  word 
**  church,"  fome  have  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that 
by  a  church  in  the  New  Te (lament  is  fometimes 
meant  the  elders,  whom  they  call  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  whole  body  ;  but  this  is  not 
only  completely  void  of  proof,  but  dire<5lly  con- 
trary both  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  paiTages 
where  the  word  occurs.  We  find  the  people 
called  the  church,  excUifive  of  the  elders,  Ads  xv. 
22.  but  never  are  the  elders  Co  denoted  without 
the  people. 

'  One  of  the  natural   confequences,'   fays   Dr 
Campbell,    '  of    all   thofj  great  diilindions  of 
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the  facred  order  was,  that  they  made  way  for 
another,  by  which  the  minifters  of  religion,  in 
a  manner,  appropriated  the  term  church  to  them- 
felves.  I  have  had  occafion,  in  thefe  lectures, 
to  lay  before  you  the  only  undoubted  accep- 
tations wherein  I  find  the  word  ttucXviTtx  em- 
ployed in  the  New  Teftament,  and  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  applied  to  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  it  always  denotes  either  the  whole  Chri- 
ftian  community,  or  all  thofe  of  a  particular 
congregation,  under  the  guidance  of  their  own 
paftors.  I  have  alfo  pointed  out  one  deviation 
from  the  latter  of  thefe  original  meanings,  natu- 
rally confequent  on  the  change  that  in  a  few  cen- 
turies enfued,  when  the  bifhop,  inftead  of  the 
overfight  of  one  congregation,  had  the  fuperin- 
tendancy  of  many  congregations  ;  that  is,  when 
his  one  congregation,  on  account  of  the  increafe 
of  profelytes,  was  fplit  into  feveral,  and  when  the 
habit  of  applying  the  word  in  the  fingular  number 
to  the  whole  of  a  biihop's  charge,  prevailed  over 
llrid  propriety,  and  the  primitive  ufe  of  the  term. 
This  prepared  men  for  a  ftill  farther  extenlion  ol 
the  name  to  all  the  congregations  of  a  province 
under  the  fame  metropolitan,  and  afterwards  tc 
all  thofe  of  a  civil  diocefe  under  the  fame  patriarcl 
or  exarch.  M 

'  I  now  intend  to  point  out  another  ftill  mor» 
remarkable  deviation  ;  a  deviation  not  from  th 
latter,  as  thofe  now  mentioned  were,  but  fror 
the  former  of  the  two-  primitive  fenfes,  where^ 


i 


THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES.  145 

the  word  is  applied  to  the  Chriftlan  common- 
wealth. Then  it  means,  as  is  pretended,  either 
the  church  colleftive,  that  is,  the  whole  commu- 
nity of  Chriflians,  or  the  church  reprefentative, 
that  is,  fay  fome,  the  whole  clerical  orders,  fay 
others,  the  church  judicatories,  efpecially  the  fu- 
preme.  And  this,  I  acknowledge,  is  a  diftindlion 
that  is  favoured  not  only  by  thofe  of  the  Romifh 
communion,  but  by  moil  fedts  of  Proteftants  alfo. 
To  many,  however,  and  I  acknowledge  myfelf 
one  of  the  number,  it  is  manifeft,  that  it  is  no  lefs 
a  novelty  than  the  former,  having  no  foundation 
in  the  fcriptural  ufage. 

*  The  Hebrew  word  h\^p  exadly  correfponds 
to  the  Greek  iKKX-zta-iXy  and  is  commonly  rendered 
by  it  in  the  feptuagint,  the  only  Greek  tranflatioa 
of  the  Old  Teftament  in  ufe  in  the  days  of  our 
Saviour.  Its  idiom  and  phrafeology  was  confe- 
quently  become  the  flandard,  in  all  matters  that 
concerned  religion,  to  all  the  Jewifli  writers  who 
ufed  the  Greek  language,  and  were  commonly 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Hellenifts.  From 
them  the  term  was  originally  borrowed  by  the 
penmen  of  the  New  Teftament.  From  their 
manner  of  ufing  it,  therefore,  the  general  mean- 
ings of  the  word  are  to  be  fought.  But  though 
the  phrafes  b^'lti/^  hr\p  SD  in  Hebrew,  and 
'irtt^x  *)  iKKM<Tiec  U^etiX  in  Greek,  the  whole  church 
of  Ifrael,  do  frequently  occur  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment, there  is  not  a  fingle  paflage  in  which  they 
are  not  confefTedly  equivalent  to  the  phrafes  ^111 
N 
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*?D  75«?"\C!^*  and  -xx^  to  t5»c5  ler^aijx,  all  the  nation 
of  Ifrael.      The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  phrafes 

d^hSk  '^n^  and  r:i'x\i'^  cy,  *  «*A,j<r,«  b^M 

and  0  x««f  :^«»,  the  church  of  God  and  the  people 
of  God.  A  diftinclion  between  thefe  would  have 
been  pronounced  by  them  inconceivable,  as  being 
a  dittinftion  between  the  church  and  its  conlti- 
tuent  members.  In  the  Latin  tranflation  called 
the  Vulgate,  the  date  of  which,  or  a  great  part  of 
which,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  about  the  beginning  of 
the  fifth  century,  the  Greek  word  is  commonly 
retained,  having  been  long  before  naturali2,ed 
among  Chriftians.  Accordingly  they  rendered 
thofe  phrafes  in  the  Old  Teftament,  omnis  ecclejta 
Ifrael  and  ecclejia  Dei, 

'  I  know  not  for  what  reafon  our  Englifh  tranf- 
lators  have  never  admitted  the  word  church  into 
their  verfion  of  the  Old  Teftaipent,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  frequent  ufe  they  have  made  of  it  in  their 
tranflation  of  the  New.  They  have  always  ren- 
dered the  Hebrew  word  above  mentioned  by  the 
Englifh  words,  congregation,  afTembly,  or  fome 
fynonymous  term.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  in 
fo  doing  they  have  mif-tranflated  the  word.  Ei- 
ther of  thefe  Englifh  names  is,  perhaps,  as  well 
adapted  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the  Hebrew,  as 
the  appellatives  of  one  language  commonly  are 
to  convey  the  ideas  fuggefted  by  thofe  of  another. 
But  thefe  Englifh  words  were  altogether  as  fit 
for  exprefUng  the  fenfe  of  the  word  tKKXna-iit  in 
the  New  Teftament,  as  of  the  word    7np  in  the 
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Old  ;  the  former  being  the  term  by  which  the 
latter  had  been  rendered  almoft  uniformly  in  the 
feptuagint,  and  which  had  been  employed  as 
equivalent  by  all  the  Hellenift  Jews.  What  I 
blame,  therefore,  in  our  tranflators,  is  the  want  of 
uniformity.  They  ought  conftantly  to  have  ren- 
dered the  original  expreffion,  either  church  in  the 
Old  Teilament,  or  congregation  in  the  New. 
Terms  fo  perfe6lly  coincident  in  fignification,  as 
thofe  Hebrew  and  Greek  names  are,  ought  ta 
have  been  tranflated  by  the  fame  Englifh  word. 
There  is  one  advantage  at  leaft  refulting  from 
fuch  an  attention  to  uniformity,  which  is  this, 
that  if  the  application  of  the  word  fhould,  in  a 
few  palTages,  be  dubious,  a  comparifon  with  the 
other  paflages  wherein  it  occurs,  often  ferves  en- 
tirely to  remove  the  doubt.  They  are  the  more 
inexcufeable  in  regard  to  the  prefent  inftance,  that 
they  do  not  refufe  the  title  of  church  to  the  If- 
raelicifh  commonwealth,  when  an  occafion  of 
giving  it  occurs  in  the  New  Teftament,  though 
they  would  take  no  occaliou  in  the  Old.  Thus 
they  have  rendered  the  words  of  Stephen,  who 
fays,  fpeaking  of  Mofes,  Ads  vii.  38.  "  This  is 
he  that  was  in  the  church  in  the  wildernefs." 

^  But  in  the  ufe  neither  of  the  Greek  word  in  the 
New  Teftament,  nor  of  the  correfpondent  Hebrew 
word  in  the  Old,  do  we  find  a  veftige  of  an  appli- 
cation of  the  term  to  a  fmaller  part  of  the  com- 
munity, their  governors,  paftors,  or  priefts,  for 
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inflance,  as  reprefcnting  the  whole.  The  ont^ 
paflage,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  that  has  been,  with 
any  appearance  of  plaufibilitj,  alleged  for  this 
purpofe,  is  Matt,  xviii.  17.  where  our  Lord,  in 
the  directions  he  gives  for  removing  offences  be- 
tween brethren,  enjoins  the  party  offended,  after 
repeated  admonitions  in  a  more  private  manner 
have  proved  ineffectual,  to  relate  the  whole  to  the 
church,  «T«  m  tKKXna-ix  ;  and  it  is  added,  "  If  he 
negle<El  to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be  to  thee  as 
a  heathen  and  a  publican."  Now  I  alk,  by  what 
rule  of  found  criticifm  can  we  arbitrarily  impofe 
here  on  the  word  churchy  the  fignification  of 
church  reprefentative,  a  fignification  which  we 
do  not  find  it  bears  in  one  other  paffage  of  Scrip- 
ture >  To  affirm,  without  proof,  that  this  is  the 
fenfe  of  it  here,  is  taking  for  granted  the  very 
point  in  queftion, 

*  But  we  have  more  than  merely  negative  evi- 
dence that  the  meaning  of  the  word  is  here,  as  in 
other  places,  no  more  than  congregation,  and  that 
the  term  ought  to  have  been  rendered  fo.  Let  it 
be  obferved,  that  our  Lord  gave  thefe  diredlions 
during  the  fubfiflence  of  the  Mofaic  eftablifti- 
ment ;  and  if  we  believe  that  he  fpoke  intelligi- 
bly, or  with  a  view  to  be  underftood,  we  muft 
believe  alfo,  that  he  ufed  the  word  in  an  accep- 
tation with  which  the  hearers  were  acquainted. 
Dodwell  himfelf  faw  the  propriety  of  this  rule  of 
interpreting,  when  he  faid,  *  *  It  very  much  con- 

*  *  Diflin(?lion  between  Soul  and  Spirit,  6cc. 
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firms  me  in  my  reafonings,  when  I  find  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  Scriptures  not  only  agreeable  to 
the  words  of  the  Scriptures,  but  agreeable  alfo  to 
the  notions  and  fignifications  of  words  then  recei- 
ved. For  that  fenfe  which  was  moft  likely  to  be 
then  underftood  was,  in  all  likelihood,  the  true 
fenfe  intended  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  himfelf.  Other- 
wife  there  could  be  no  fecurity  that  his  true  fenfe 
could  be  conveyed  to  future  ages,  if  they  had 
been  themfelves  miftaken  in  it,  to  whofe  under- 
ftanding  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  then  particularly 
concerned  to  accoinmodate  himfelf.'  Now  all 
the  then  known  acceptations,  as  I  fhewed  before,, 
of  the  name  vcxMo-iUy  were  thefe  two,  the  whole 
Jewilh  people,  and  a  particular  congregation. 
The  fcope  of  the  place  fufficiently  Ihews  it  could* 
not  be  the  former  of  thefe  fenfes,  it  muft  therefore 
be  the  latter.  What  further  confirms  this  inter- 
pretation is,  that  the  Jews  were  accuftomed  tc 
call  thofe  alTemblies  which  met  together  for  wor- 
fliip  in  the  fame  fynagogue  by  this  appellation,, 
and  had,  if  we  may  believe  fome  learned  naen 
eonverfant  in  Jewilh  antiquities,  a  rule  of  pro-; 
cedure  fimilar  to  that  here  recommended,  whiehl 
our  Lord  adopted  from  the  fynagogue,  and  tranf- 
planted  into  his  church. 

*  Another  collateral  and  corroborative  evidence, 
that  by  utxAuo-;*  is  here  meant  not  a  reprefenta- 
tive  body,  but  the  whole  of  a  particular  congre- 
gation, is  the  a6lual  ufage  of  the  chutch  for  the 
fivft  three  hundred  years.  I  had  oc^^afion  for-- 
N  3 
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merlj  to  remark,  that  as  far  down  as  Cyprian's 
time,  which  was  the  middle  of  the  third  century, 
when  the  power  of  the  people  was  in  the  decline, 
it  continued  to  be  the  pradice,  that  nothing  in 
matters  of  fcandal  and  cenfure  could  be  concluded 
without  the  confent  and  approval  of  the  congre- 
gation. And  this,  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
pretty  uniform,  and  to  have  fubfifted  from  the 
beginning,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  bed  commen- 
tary which  we,  at  this  diftance,  can  obtain  on  the 
paflage. 

*  If  any  impartial  hearer  is  not  fatisfied  on  this 
point,  I  would  recommend  it  to  him,  without  the 
aid  of  any  commentator  on  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  but  with  the  help -of  proper  concordances, 
attentively  to  fear ch  the  Scriptures.  Let  him 
examine  every  paflage  in  the  New  Teftament 
wherein  the  word  we  render  church  is  to  be 
found  ;  let  him  canvafs  in  the  writings  of  the  Old 
Teftament  every  fentence  wherein  the  correfpon- 
dent  ward  occurs  ;  let  him  add  to  thefe  the  apo- 
cryphal books,  received  by  the  Romanifts,  which, 
as  they  were  either  originally  written,  or  tranflated 
by  Hellenifts,  amongft  w^hom  the  term  ntKXvia-iac. 
was  in  frequent  ufe,  muft  be  of  fome  authority  in 
afcertaining  the  Jewifti  acceptation  of  the  word  ; 
and  if  he  find  a  fingle  paflage  wherein  it  clearly 
•  means  either  the  priefthood,  or  the  rulers  of  the 
naljon,  or  any  thing  that  can  be  called  a  church 
reprefentative,  let  him  fairly  admit  the  diitin6lioii 
as  fcriptural  and  proper.     Otherwife  he  cannot 
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admit  it,  in  a  confiftency  with  any  juft  rule  of 
interpretation. 

'  I  obferved,  in   a  preceding  ledure,   that  the 
term  ucKXna-ix  is,  in  fome  paflages,  applied  to  the 
people,  exclufively  of  the  paftors.    The  fame  was 
remarked  of  the  word  xAjjgof,  (not  as  though  thefe 
terms  did  not  properly  comprehend   both,   but 
becaufe,  in  colle£lives,  the  name  of  a  whole  is 
often  given  to  a  great  majority)  but  I   have  not 
difcovered  one  paffage  wherein  either  tKxXnc-iet  or 
xA*jg<J5,  is  applied  to  the  pallors  exclufively  of  the 
people.       The   notion,    therefore,    of   a    church 
reprefentative,  how  commonly  foever  it  has  been 
received,  is  a  mere  ufurper  of  later  date.     And  it 
has  fared  here  as   it  fometimes   does  in  cafes   of 
ufurpation,  the  original  proprietor  comes,  though 
gradually,    to   be   at    length    totally  difpoireffed. 
Should  any  man  now  talk  of  the   powers  of  the 
church,   and  of  the  rights  of  churchmen,  would 
the  hearers  apprehend,  that  he  meant  the  powers 
of  a   Chriftian   congregation,  or  the  rights  of  all 
who  are  members  of  the  Chriftian  community  ? 
And  if  they  fhould  come  to  learn  that  this  is  his 
meaning,  would  they  not  be   apt  to   fay,  '  It  is 
pity  that  this  man,  before  he  attempts  to  fpeak 
on  thefe  fubjeds,  does  not  learn  to  fpeak  intelli- 
gibly, by  conforming  to   the  current  ufe  of  the 
language  ?*  It  is  therefore  not  without  reafon  that 
I  affirm,  that  the  more  modern  acceptation,  though 
an  intruder,  has  joftled  out  the  rightful  and  pri- 
mitive one  almoft  entirely.     But  as  every  man, 
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who  would  be  underflood,  is  under  a  neceffity  of 
employing  words  according  to  the  general  ufe  oi 
the  time  prefent, 

Qaem  penes  arbit/ium  eft,  et  jus,  ct  norma  loquendi ; 

when  I  employ,  for  the  future,  any  of  the  words 
affe£led  by  this  remark,  I  am  always,  unlefs 
when  the  connexion  indicates  the  contrary,  to  be 
underftood  as  ufing  them  in  the  fenfe  in  which 
they  are  now  commonly  received.  Only  by  the 
dedudion  that  has  been  given  of  the  origin  of  the 
change,  we  may  perceive,  that  from  what  is  faid 
in  relation  to  the  church  in  Scripture,  nothing  can 
juftly  be  concluded  in  fupport  of  church  autho- 
rity, or  the  privileges  of  church-men,  in  the  fenfe 
which  thefe  terms  generally  have  at  prefent  *.* 

The   Roman  Catholics  maintain,   that   by  the 
church  is    meant  the  Pope  f ,   and  confider  the 


*  Campbell's  Ledlures  on  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p  319, 
^3.8. 

f  *  Thofe  paffages  wherein  Chrift  feems  to  give  authority  to 
the  church,  as  that  wherein  he  fays,  that  it  is  the  pillar  and  bafts 
of  the  truth,  and  that  other,  Let  him  who  iviil  not  hear  the 
ehurch  be  to  thee  as  a  heathen  and  a  piblican,  are  all  to  be  un- 
derftood of  its  head,  which  is  the  Pope.'  See  the  fpeech  of  Fa- 
ther Lainez  at  the  Council  of  Trent,  apud  Campbell  Eccl.  Hift. 
vol.  ii.  p.  169 

*  With  regard  to  the  church,  he  (Wickliff")  was  not  fond  of 
applying  the  words  thurch  and  churchmen  merely  to  the  clergy. 
As  thefe  were  often  men  of  bad  lives,  he  thought  fuch  applica- 
tion a  vile  proftituiion  of  thefe  facred  names.  Belides,  it  had 
bad  influence,  he  thought,  upon  the  laity,  fceming  to  exclude 
them  from  the  pale  of  Cbrift's  church,  and  to  give  them  a  difpc 
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precept,  *^  If  he  will  not  hear  the  church,  let  him 
be  to  thee  as  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican,"  to 
imply  the  fubmiffion  which  is  to  be  paid  to  his 
authority,  on  pain  of  excommunicMion. 

While  the  importance  of  the  ofEce  of  an  elder 
is  much  infifted  upon  in  Scripture,  there  is  not 
the  fmallefl  countenance  given  to  any  authority 
over  the  people,  fimilar  to  that  which  the  clergy, 
as  they  are  called,  have  ufurped.  The  elders  are, 
as  we  fliall  fee,  to  put  the  laws  of  Chrift  in  exe- 
cution, but  only  with  confent,  and  in  prefence  of 
the  church. 

The  principal  objection  againll  the  word  church 
always  denoting,  in  the  New  Teflament,  a  lingle 
congregation,  is  drawn  from  the  account  in  Scrip- 
ture of  the  church  at  Jerufalem.  Three  thoufand 
perfons  were  converted  on  the  day  of  Penteeoft, 
and  foon  after  many  more,  A6ls  ii.  41.  47.  iv.  4. 
V.  14.  How  could  fuch  members  meet  in  one 
congregation  ? 

We  are  but  imperfedly  acquainted  with  the 
Hate  of  things  at  Jerufalem.  The  temple- worlhip 
was  completely  different  from  any  thing  among^ 
us.  Vaft  crowds  of  Jews  came  up  to  the  great 
feafts  from  every  part  of  Judea  and  the  adjacent 
countries.    We  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the 

fition  for  licentious  pradllce.  If  they  were  not  of  Chrift's  church, 
they  were  not  under  Chrift's  laws.  He  would  never,  therefore, 
have  any  idea  fixed  to  the  word  church,  but  that  of  the  whole 
body  of  Chriftians.'— Gilpin's  Life  of  Wickliff,  page  59.  Londi 

1765, 
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thoufands  who  believed  were  all  fixed  inhabitants 
of  Jerufalena.  Although,  doubtlefs,  thofe 
were  converted  would  incline  to  continue  with 
the  apoftles,  yet  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  they  could 
with  propriety  remain  there,  while  their  families 
and  occupations  demanded  their  prefence  at  their 
own  abodes.  They  would  return,  and  tell  what 
great  things  God  had  done  for  them,  and  thus  the 
foundation  of  new  churches  would  be  laid.  Ar- 
guments arifing  from  fuppofed  difficulties,  are  al- 
ways to  be  received  with  caution,  for  there  may 
be  circumftances,  in  affairs  fo  remote,  of  which 
we  are  ignorant,  which,  if  known,  would  make 
ail  plain. 

We  learn  from  Jofephus,  that  the  multitude 
who  afiembled  in  the  tempije  was  immenfe.  He 
fays,  (Jewifti  War,  Book  v'l.  chap,  9.)  that  Cef- 
tius,  under  Nero,  direded  the  high  priefts  to  take 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  at 
the  time  of  the  palTover.  They  found  the  facri- 
fices  to  be  256,500,  which,  allowing  ten  perfons 
to  each  vi£lim  (the  ordinary  number),  amounts 
to  2,565,000  perfons,  pure  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  law,  deducting  thofe  who  by  uncleannefles 
could  not  partake  at  this  feaft.  He  elfewhere 
efti mates  the  number  of  thofe  who  aflembled  at 
the  feaft  of  the  palTover  at  3,000,000  *,  a  number 
to  which  the  ufual  refident  inhabitants  bore  no 
proportion.  The  difciples  at  Jerufalem  conti- 
nued to  join  in  the  temple- worfliip,  Afts  iii.  1, 
*  J^ook  ii.  chap.  14. 


THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES.  l55 

and  of  courfe  might  have  been  efteemed  a  new 
fe6l  of  Jews.  We  know  *  that  heathen  writers, 
as  Suetonius  and  Tacitus,  thought  them  fuch. 
This  may  have  been  the  cafe,  and  where  an  ob- 
jedion  is  brought  from  an  alleged  impoffibility, 
it  is  fufficient  to  Ihew  how  the  accounts  may  be 
reconciled.  There  are  difficulties  in  reconciling 
the  various  accounts  of  our  Lord's  appearances 
after  his  refurre6tion ;  but  every  Chriftian  believes 
they  perfedly  harmonize,  although,  from  the  con- 
cifenefs  of  the  narrative,  he  may  not  be  able  to 
point  out  the  precife  order  of  events.  In  an- 
fwering  the  cavils  of  infidels  on  this  fubjeft,  it 
has  been  thought  fufficient  to  fliew  how  the  va- 
rious accounts  may  be  made  to  agree,  without 
affirming  that  an  exaft  account  is  given  of  the 
matter  f. 

If,  then,  from  the  llate  of  the  Jewifti  worfhip, 
the  Chriftians  may  probably  have  all  met  toge- 
ther in  the  temple,  this  ought  to  be  deemed  a 
fufficient  anfwer  to  an  argument  founded  entirely 
on  the  fuppofed  difficulty  of  the  cafe.  Befides, 
it  is  furely  very  improper  to  allege  any  difficulties 
whatever,  in  oppofition  to  exprefs  divine  tefti- 
mony.  We  have  not  a  hint  in  Scripture,  of  the 
church  of  Jerufalem  being  divided  into  feparate 
congregations.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  uniformly 
fpoken  ot  as  on  congregation,  in  the  following 
words  of  the  Holy  Ghofl.    "  The  fame  day  were 

*  Claudius,  cap.  25.   Annal.  'ib.  xv.  cap.  44. 
\  See  Scott's  Anfwer  to  Paine. 
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added  unto  them  above  three  thoufand  fouls,   aik 
they  continued  (ledfaftlyin  the  apoillesdodrineand 
fello  wlhip,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers," 
A6ls  ii.  41, 42.    "  And  all  that  believed  were  toge- 
ther," ver.  44.    *'  And  they,  continuing  daily  with 
one  accord  in  the  temple,"  ver.  46.     ''  And  the 
Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  fuch  as  ihould  be 
faved,"  ver.  47.    ''  And  when  they  had  prayed,  the 
place  was  fhaken  where  they  were  aflembled   to- 
gether.     And  the  multitude  of  them  that  belie- 
ved were  of  one  heart  and  of  one  foul,"  Ads  iv. 
31,  32.     "  And  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in 
Solomon's   porch  *.     And  of  the  reft  durft  no 
man  join  himfelf  to  them  ;  but  the  people  mag- 
nified them,"  Ads  v.  12,  13.     *^  And   in  thofe 
days,  when  the  number  of  the  difciples  was  mul- 
tiplied, there  arofe  a  murmuring  of  the  Grecians 
againft  the   Hebrews.     Then   the  twelve  callec 
the  multitude  of  the  difciples  unto  them,  and  fai< 
It  is  not  meet  that  we  Ihould  leave  the  word 
God,  and   ferve   tables.      Wherefore,    brethrei 
look  ye  out  among  you  feven  men  of  honeft  n 
port,  whom  we  may  appoint  over  this  bufinefs. 

*  We  are  here  exprefsly  informed,  that  they  all  alTembled  ■    I 
Solomon's  porch.      To  this  it  has  been  objetfled,  that  the  place       \ 
was  not  fufficiently  large  to  hold  fo  rhany,  as  is  evident  from  the 
dimenfions  of  the  porch  built  by  him,  2  Chron,  iii.  4.     But  it  no 
where  appears  that  this  porch  was  the  fame  place  wkich  went       , 
by  the  name  of  Solomon  in  our  Lord's  time.     We  are  fure  that       j 
this  place  was  capable  of  containing  a  great  multitude.     Under 
a  fermon  preached  there^  at  lead  two  thoufand  were  converted, 
Adls  iii.  II.   iv.  4, 
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And  the  faying  pleafed  the  whole  multitude  :  and 
they  chofe  Stephen,  Stc.  whom  they  fet  before 
the  apoftles,"  A6ts  vi.  1,  2,  3.  5,  6.  *'  The  day 
following,  Paul  went  in  with  us  to  James  ;  and 
all  the  elders  were  prefent.  And  they  faid  unto 
him,  The  multitude  muft  needs  come  together  ; 
for  they  will  hear  that  thou  art  come,"  Ads  xxi. 
18.  22.  "  And  when  they  were  come  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  they  were  received  of  the  church,  and  of  the 
apoftles  and  elders.  But  there  rofe  up  certain  of 
the  fed  of  the  Pharifees  which  believed,  faying — 
And  the  apoftles  and  elders  came  together  for  to 
confider  of  this  matter.  Then  all  the  multitude 
kept  lilence,  and  gave  audience  to  Barnabas  and 
Paul.  And  after  they  had  held  their  peace,  James 
anfwered,  faying,  Men  and  brethren,  hearken  un- 
to me.  Then  it  pleafed  the  apoftles  and  elders, 
with  the  whole  church,  to  fend  chofen  men  of 
their  own  company  to  Antioch,  with  Paul  and 
Barnabas,"  Afts  xv.  4,  5,  6.  12, 13.  22.  Let  any 
one  judge  what  is  the  plain  and  obvious  import 
of  thefe  paflages.  Do  they  not  all  exprefs  or 
imply,  that  the  believers  at  Jerufalem  were  one 
undivided  body,  aflembling  in  one  place  for  the 
worftiip  of  God  ?  By  whatever  rule  of  interpre- 
tation this  is  denied,  the  moft  important  fads  and 
dodrines  of  the  gofpel  may  be  fet  afide. 

From  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  conftitu- 

tion  of  the  apoftolic   churches,  it  appears,  that 

although  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  they  muft 

have  been  completely  independent  of  each  other. 

O 
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Jefiis  has  not  even  permitted  an  individual  to 
transfer  to  a  church  the  fubjedlion  which  is  only 
due  to  himfelf.  Far  lefs  can  we  fuppofe,  that  he 
has  given  one  church,  or  churches,  dominion  over 
Others.  If  the  diftindlion  flatcd  between  the 
obje<Els  of  a  church,  and  thofe  of  any  civil  aflb- 
ciati'on  be  attended  to,  it  will  be  evident  that  fuch 
an  order  of  things  would  greatly  retard,  inftead  of 
promoting  the  end  which  Chrift  had  in  view  in 
appointing  churches.  This  is  incompatible  with 
the  exercife  of  human  authority  or  coercion.  Here 
is  an  internal  argument  which  is  fufficient  to  fettle 
the  difpute. 

But  can  any  thing  be  found  in  Scripture  to 
countenance  the  idea  of  the  dependence  of  con- 
gregations of  faints  upon  one  another  ?  In  vain 
do  we  look  for  it.  Paul  did  not  order  the 
churches  of  Achaia  to  correal  the  abufes  of  the 
church  of  Corinth,  although  it  was  fituated  in 
that  region.  He  wrote  to  the  church  itfelf, 
which  is  exprefsly  faid  to  have  been  a  congre- 
gation of  faints  coming  together  into  one  place  fl  | 
obferve  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  l  Cor.  xi.  20. 
If  regard  to  the  authority  of  Chrift  did  not  leaj 
them  to  correft  abufes,  they  were  incorrigibl 
No  other  authority  could  be  of  any  avail, 
"would  then  have  been  evident  that  they  had  de- 
parted from  the  faith,  and  the  only  means  of  re- 
covering them  would  have  been  to  have  again 
preached  the  gofr^el  to  them  as  unbelievers. 

But  in  confe(jueuce  of  the  alliance  of  what  has 
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been  called  the  church  and  the  ftate,  and  the 
maxims  of  the  latter  being  applied  to  the  former, 
Chriflians  have  conneded  the  idea  of  diforder  with 
the  want  of  compulfory  power,  and  have  fought 
for  fome  warrant  in  Scripture  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  fpiritual  courts  ;  that  is,  courts  exa£tly 
refembling  civil  judicatories,  to  decide  on  the 
concerns  of  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  and  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  decrees  by  authority.  On  the 
foundation  of  the  account  given  us,  A£ls  xv.  of  a 
meeting  of  the  church  of  Jerufalem,  with  the 
apoftles  and  elders,  a  paflage  wholly  inapplicable 
to  the  purpofe,  has  been  built  the  theory  of  fy- 
nods  and  councils,  compofed  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  various  churches,  to  fettle  the  order  of  the 
churches  within  their  bounds  *. 

According  to  Prelbyterians,  this  was  an  af- 
fembly,  or,  in  their  language,  a  fynod  compo- 
fed of  the  reprefentatives  of  diiFerent  churches. 
Nay,  they  point  out  to  us  fome  of  the  members. 
The  late  worthy  Mr  Brown  of  Haddington  thus 
paraphrafes  Paul's  words  :  "  But  neither  Titus 
who  was  with  me,  being  a  Greek,  was  compelled 
to  be  circumcifed,**  Gal.  ii.  3.  *  But  to  manifeft 
how  ftedfaftly  I  adhered  to  my  principles  relative 
to  the  freedom  of  the  gofpel  ftate,  and  how  far  I 
was  from  giving  the  lead  countenance  to  the  fup- 
pofed  neceffity  of  obferving  the  law  of  Mofes  as 

*  See  this  fubjecl  fully  confidered  in  Reafons  of  Separation 
from  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  by  Mr  Innes,  and  in  an  Expofitioa 
of  Ads  XV.  bj  Mr  Ewing. 
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a  condition  of  juftification  before  God,  Titus,  wh^ 
■was  a  Gentile,  was  admitted  as  a  minifter  of 
Chrift,  and  a  member  of  the  fynod,  without  be« 
ing  circumcifed.' 

If  we  attend  to  the  account  given  of  the  meet- 
ing at  Jerufalem,  it  feems  a  very  fimple  narra- 
tive, penned  for  an  obvious  and  important  purpofc, 
and  giving  no  fandiion  either  to  fynod  or  council. 
We  learn  from  Ads  xiii.  xiv.  that  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas being  called  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  go  upon 
a  miffion,  were  recommended  to  the  grace  of 
God  by  the  church  at  Antioch,  by  prayer,  fafling, 
and  laying  on  of  hands.  Having  fulfilled  the 
work,  they  returned  ;  and  having  affembled  the 
church,  they  rehearfed  all  which  God  had  doa? 
with  them,  and  efpecially  how  he  had  opened  a 
door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles.  Soon  after  this, 
certain  Jews  came  from  Jerufalem,  who  infoi 
ed  the  Gentile  Chriftians  at  Antioch,  that  c^ 
cept  they  were  circumcifed,  and  kept  the  h 
of  Mofes,  they  could  not  be  faved.  Paul  ai 
Barnabas,  who  had  been  employed  and  qualified 
to  declare  to  the  Gentiles  the  whole  counfel 
of  God,  had  no  fmall  dilTenfion  and  difputation 
with  them,  but  ilill  they  maintained  their  error. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  If  the  Jewifh  teacheil  I 
were  right,  the  Gentile  converts  at  Antioch  wer? 
yet  in  their  fins.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  had  founded  out  from  Je- 
rufalem. The  apoftles  were  dill  there,  who 
were  the  chofen  witnelTes  of  the  death   and  re- 
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rurre£tion  of  Chrift,  A6ls  x.  41.  to  whom,  in  a 
particular  manner,  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  was 
given  to  guide  them  into  all  the  truth,  John  xvi. 
13.  ;  to  whom,  then,  could  they  fo  properly  ap- 

ply?. 

It  is  true,  Paul  was  not  inferior  to  the  chief  of 
the  apoftles,  although  he  had  not  been  called  to 
attend  our  Lord  while  he  was  upon  earth.  He 
had  learned  the  gofpel,  and  the  whole  will  and 
counfel  of  God,  by  the  immediate  revelation  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  but  he  was  the  apoftle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  but  little  known  to  the  brethren  in 
Judea.  He  was  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye 
by  many  of  his  countrymen,  who  were  not  dif- 
pofed  to  acquiefce  in  his  decifion.  He  had  already 
delivered  his  fentiments,  and  it  was  of  much  im- 
portance that  it  ihould  be  fully  proved  that  he 
and  the  other  apoftles  were  guided  by  the  fame 
Spirit,  Gal.  ii.  (3,  7,  8.  efpecially  as  circumcifion 
was  pradifed  by  Chriftians  at  Jerufalem.  Ac- 
cordingly the  church  at  Antioch  determined  that 
Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  certain  other  brethren, 
fhould  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  that  the  difpute  might 
be  decided. 

On  their  arrival,  they  were  received  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  apoftles  and  elders.  Thefe 
came  together  to  confider  the  queftion  of  the 
neceffity  of  circumcifion  to  falvation.  After 
much  difputing*,  (fimilar  to  what  had  formerly 

*  This  d  fpuring  could  not  be  amongft  the  apoftles,  who,  in 
ordering  the  affairs  of  the  church,  were  under  the  infallible  df^ 
0  3 
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taken  place  at  Antioch)  between  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas and  the  Jewidi  brethren,  Peter  and  James 
delivered  their  opinion.  This  was  adopted  una- 
nimoufly,  ver.  22.  and  letters  were  written  in 
the  name  of  the  apoftles,  the  elders,  and  the 
whole  church,  declaring,  not  merely  the  opi- 
nion of  a  church  that  the  Gentiles  fhould  not  be 
circumcifed,  but  the  decree  and  determination  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  *.  Thus  was  the  queftion  finally 
fettled,  and  the  fentence  inferted  as  a  part  of  that 
Scripture  which  cannot  be  broken.  Circumcifion 
was  a  folemn  ordinance  of  God,  and  it  was  there- 
fore proper  that  it,  as  well  as  the  law  of  Mofes^ 
should  thus  publicly  be  declared  to  be  no  longer 
neeeilary  for  the  acceptable  worfhippers  of  Jeho- 
vah. Had  there  not  been  a  revelation  from  God 
on  this  fubjed,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  dif- 
ference of  pradlice,  as  to  circumcifion,  might  hav 
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reftion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  never  differed  in  their  docflrine; 
and  yet  it  has  been  alleged  to  be  fimilar  to  the  debates  wbicb 
take  place  in  church  courts  JH 

*  The  expreffion,  it  feemed  good  to  the  Hoiy  Gho/l,  does  noV 
appear  to  refer  to  the  Spirit  as  guiding  the  apoftles,  but  to  the 
teftimony  quoted  by  James  from  the  word  of  God,  concerning 
the  Geritiles  being  received  into  the  church.  At  every  period 
Gentiles  might  be  circumcifed  and  incorporated  vnth  Ifrael;  but 
their  being  ftill  fpoken  of  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  Gentiles,  while 
the  name  of"  God  was  called  upon  them,  implied  that  they  were 
true  worfliippers  of  God,  and  yet  not  incorporated  into  the  Jew- 
ifti  church'  If  we  apply  the  expreffion.  however,  to  the  Spirit 
by  which  the  apoftles  were  direcfled,  it  will  follow,  that  no  i'ynod 
of  uninfpired  men  can  claim  this  as  a  precedent  for  their  decrees 
being  received. 
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continued  among  Chriftians  to  this  day  ;  but,  by 
this  decifion,  the  Jews  were  gradually  prepared 
for  laying  it  afide. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  this  meeting  bears  no 
refemblance  to  a  modern  fynod,  compofed  of  re- 
prefentatives  from  different  parifhes  or  congrega- 
tions, affembling  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  ap- 
peals on  cafes  of  difcipline,  as  well  as  on  other 
things,  and  by  their  authority  fettling  any  points 
of  difference  which  may  have  arifen  in  thefe. 
Paul  and  others  were  there  from  Antioch,  not  as 
judges,  but  to  obtain  the  decifion  of  the  apoflles. 
Indeed  this  council,  as  fome  call  it,  would  rather 
authorize  appeals  to  a  particular  church,  an  argu- 
ment which  has  not  efcaped  the  church  of  Rame*, 

*  Eckius,  the  famous  adverfary  of  Luther,  ufed  the  very  fame 
weapons  againft  that  Reformer,  which  Prefbyterians  employ 
againft  congregational  government.  '  The  apoftlts  and  elders 
convened,'  fays  he.  *  The  Gentiles  did  not  oppofe  thcmfelves  to 
the  apoftles  in  like  manner  as  Luther  to  the  councils,  faying, '  By 
what  authority — By  what  Scripture  do  ye  this?  Why  do  ye  de- 
prive us  of  the  liberty  conferred  on  us  by  Chrift  ?'  For  although 
during  the  deliberation  (i.  e.  this  recorded  in  Adts  xv.)  they  ci- 
ted that  paffage  in  the  pth  chapter  of  Amos,  yet  refpecfling  the 
three  things  prohibited  they  brought  in  nothing,  and  alfo  re- 
fpedling  the  decifion  they  adduced  no  paffage  of  Scripture — At 
Antioch  they  received  the  things  concluded  on  at  Jerufalem,  but 
Luther  reje<fls  the  things  concluded  on  at  Rome.  It  appears, 
then,  at  this  time,  that  a  council  had  power  to  determine  that 
fome  things  were  neteffary  which  were  not  fimply  neceffary  for 
faith.  Why  (hould  not  the  fame  power  abide  in  the  church, 
fince  neccffity  always  requires  it  ?' See  a  very  fcarce  and  cu- 
rious book,  entitled,  '  Enchiridion  Locorum  Communium  adver- 
fus  Lutheruai  et  alios  Hoftcs  Ecclefiae,'  Paris,  1572.  p.  13.— It 
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and  thus  gives  a  fairer  fandion  to  Popery  than 
Prefbyterjr, 

It  may  appear  flrange,  that  if  a  revelation  was 
to  be  given  refpefting  this  matter,  the  whole 
church  fhould  be  joined  in  the  decree  of  the  apof- 
tles,  or  that  they  and  their  elders,  as  well  as  the 
apoftles,  fhould  be  called  together  to  confult.  But 
by  this  means  a  great  end  was  gained.  The  church 
heard  all  that  could  be  faid  upon  the  fubjeft,  to- 
gether with  the  decilion  of  the  chofen  witnelTes 
and  ambalTadors  of  Chrift,  and  thus^  no  doubt^ 
would  be  difpofed  the  more  readily  to  embrace 
uncircumcifed  Gentiles  as  brethren  in  Chrift. 

The  apoftles  well  knew  their  fuperiority  over 
others  in  the  church,  and,  on  proper  occafions, 
boldly  aflerted  it ;  but  they  avoided  this  without 
neceflity.  It  was  their  delight  not  to  command 
but  to  entreat,  Phil.  8,  9. ;  and  hence  Peter,  when 
addreffing  elders,  prefers  the  title  of  elder,  that 
he  might  not  feem  to  affume  fuperiority,  1  Pet.. 
v.  1.  For  the  fame  reafon  they  added  in  the 
decree,  the  elders  and  the  church,  juft  as  Paul  in 
his  epiftles  frequently  joins  fome  of  his  brethren 
to  himfelf ;  but  no  one  fuppofes  that  this  im- 
peaches the  authority  of  the  epiftle,  or  that  it 
implies  Timothy,  Softhenes,  or  the  brethren  who 
were  with  him.  Gal.  i.  2.  to  have  been  infpired. 

would  be  eafy  to  quote  from  this  book,  on  every  part  of  the  ar- 
gument, reafonings  of  peifet^lly  iimilar  tendency  with  thofe 
which  are  every  day  employed  in  defence  of  exclufivc  clerical 
authority  in  national  churches. 
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Although  much  has  been  faid  on  this  pafTage 
of  Scripture,  as  fanftioning  appeals  to  fjnods,  Stc. 
few  perfons  at  prefent  attempt  to  maintain  it. 
Indeed  the  independency  of  the  firfl  churches  is 
generally  admitted  by  the  mofl  candid  and  able 
commentators,  and  by  the  writers  of  eccleiiaftical 
hiftory.  *  The  churches  in  thofe  early  times,' 
fays  Molheim,  '  were  entirely  independent,  none 
of  them  fubjed  to  any  foreign  jurifdiftion,  but 
each  one  governed  by  its  own  rulers  and  its 
own  laws.  For  though  the  churches  founded  by 
the  apoftles  had  this  particular  deference  fhewn 
them,  that  they  were  confulted  in  difficult  and 
doubtful  cafes,  yet  they  had  no  juridical  autho- 
rity, no  fort  of  fupremacy  over  the  others,  nor 
the  leaft  right  to  enad  laws  for  them.  Nothing, 
on  the  contrary,  is  more  evident,  than  the  perfeft 
equality  that  reigned  among  the  primitive  churches ; 
nor  does  there  ever  appear  in  this  firfl  century,  the 
fmalleft  trace  of  that  afTociation  of  provincial 
churches,  from  which  councils  and  metropolitans 
derive  their  origin.  It  was  only  in  the  fecond 
century  that  the  cuflom  of  holding  councils  com- 
menced in  Greece,   from  whence   it  foon   fpread 

through  the  other  provinces The  meeting  of 

the  church  of  Jerufalem  mentioned  in  the  xvth 
chapter  of  the  Ads,  is  commonly  confidered  as 
the  firfl:  Chrijlian  council.  But  this  notion  arifes 
from  a  manifefl  abufe  of  the  word  council.  That 
meeting  was  only  of  one  church,  and  if  fuch  a 
meeting  be   called  a  council^  it  will  follow  that 
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there  were  innumerable  councils  in  the  primitive 
times.     But  every  one  knows,   that   a  council  is. 
an  afTembly  of  deputies  or  commiffioners  fent  froi 
feveral  churches  aflbciated  by  certain  bonds  in 
general  body,  and  therefore  the  fuppofition  abovi 
mentioned  falls  to  the  ground*. 

If  we  cannot  find  the  divine  right  of  clafllcal 
prelbytery,  fynods,  ^c.  in  A6ts  xv.  in  vain  fhall 
we  look  for  it  elfewhere  in  the  word  of  God. 
The  common  defence  of  this  fyllem  in  thefe  days 
is,  that  we  are  not  bound  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  apollolic  churches,  but  are  left,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  our  own  difcretion  in  thefe  matters. 
The  late  Dr  Hardy,  a  minifler  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  and  Profeflbr  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  ia 
the  Univerlity  of  E-Hnburgh,  an  authorifed  in- 
llruftor  of  thofe  training  for  the  miniftry,  fcru- 
pled  not  publicly,  in  his  le6lures,  to  treat  with 
ridicule  the  idea  of  the  order  of  tbat  church  being 
prefcribed  in  Scripture  f.  M 

Some  have  been  apprehenfive  that  the  indepen^ 
dency  of  the  churches  muft  prfevent  their  union 


*  Moflieim's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  cent.  I.  part.  ii.  chap,  'ir 
See  alto  on  this  fubjecl,  the  quotations  from  Moilieim,  *  De  Re- 
bus Cliriftianoruni  ante  Conflantinum,'  at  the  end  of  Mr  Ewing's 
Expofition  before  referred  to. 

f  He  was  in  the  ufe  of  telling  his  ftiulents,  that  fynod  fermons 
ufed  formerly  to  be  divided  into  four  heads,  proving-  the  divine 
right,  I.  of  kirk  feftions — -z.  of  prefbyteries — j.  of  fynods — 4.  ot 
general  aff^mblies  .-«-What  a  pity,  faid  he,  that  the  preachers 
fliould  have  forgot  to  prove  the  divine  right  of  the  committee^ 
pf  overtures  and  bills '.  1 
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and  co-operation.  Union  of  churches  is  highly 
important,  and  muft  take  place  in  as  far  as  reli- 
gion profpers  among  them.-  If  they  are  guided 
by  the  word  of  God,  they  will  have  the  fame 
end  in  view,  and  confequently  muft  be  united. 
But  in  order  to  union  in  religion  being  beneficial, 
it  muft  be  voluntary.  As  love  is  the  perfedl  and 
only  bond  by  which  the  members  of  a  church  are 
connedted,  this  is  fufficient  for  uniting  different 
churches.  Love  alone  can  produce  ufeful  co- 
operation amongft  them.  Confidering  the  rela- 
tion in  which  they  ftand  to  each  other,  it  is  highly 
important  that  by  mutual  good  offices  they  fhould 
cultivate  brotherly  love.  This  may  be  done  by 
their  giving  and  receiving  advice  ;  by  their  pray- 
ing for  each  other,  efpecially  when  any  thing  dif- 
ficult or  important  occurs  ;  by  their  joining  to 
promote  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel ;  by  their  fend- 
ing meffengers  to  each  other,  as  we  find  the  apof- 
tolic  churches  did,  2  Cor.  viii,  23. ;  by  their  com- 
municating to  each  others  neceflities,  and  by  many 
things  fimilar.  Such  correfpondence  is  calculated 
to  have  the  happieft  effedls,  while  it  allows  the 
moft  perfe(Sl  liberty  and  independence  to  each 
church. 

Stimulated  by  mutual  love,  the  firft  churches 
CO  operated  in  relieving  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  the  fame  principle  will  lead  the  churches 
of  Chrift  to  co-operate  in  whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  Redeemer's  will  and  glory.  The  influ- 
ence of  human  authority,  whether  vefted  in  a 
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Pope,  a  Patriarch,  a  bench  of  Biftiops,  or  a  Ge- 
neral AlTemblj  of  clergymen,  is  but  a  poor  fub- 
ftitute  for  this.  Even  voluntary  aflbciations  to 
regulate  the  order  of  churches  in  a  certain  dillri6t 
are  unfcriptural.  One  church  may  advife  another 
as  wfiU  as  an  individual  may  advife  an  individual, 
but  any  attempt  to  influence  by  authority  the 
order  of  any  church,  is  a  departure  from  Scripture, 
and  never  can  be  attended  with  good  effefts. 

It  may  be  alleged,  that  if  a  church  has  not 
fome  body  of  men  to  controul  it,  they  will  be  apt 
to  adl  improperly  and  partially.  All  men  are 
liable  to  err,  and  every  church  needs  the  conftant 
care  of  the  great  Shepherd.  But  this  care  he 
ever  exercifes.  He  has  promifed  to  be  in  the 
midft  of  them  when  met  in  his  name.  If  we 
view  a  church  merely  like  other  focieties,  they 
may  be  coniidered  to  be  equally  prone  to  err,  and 
we  may  imagine  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  have 
unprejudiced  perfons  to  appeal  to  ;  but  as  God 
promifed  to  Ifrael  of  old  a  fpecial  fuperintendance, 
fo  has  Jefus  to  his  churches.  -It  was  never  in- 
tended that  they  fhould  go  on  without  it,  and  this 
is  calculated  to  keep  up  a  fpirit  of  dependence  on 
himfelf,  without  which  no  church  can  profper— 
We  have  thus  traced  from  Scripture  the  conllSl 
tution  of  the  apoftolic  churches.  This  is  fo 
plainly  delineated  in  the  word  of  God,  that  many 
of  the  beft  informed  men  in  churches  of  an  oppc 
fite  defcription  condemn  their  own  pradlce,  bj 
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freely  admitting  the  view  which  has  been  here 
given. 

We  may  learn,  from  what  has  been  faid,  the 
nature  of  a  true  church  of  Chrift,  refpefting  which 
there  have  been  many  difputes.  It  is  a  fociety 
formed  for  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  churches 
planted  by  the  apoftles,  and  whofe  conllitution  is 
the  fame  with  theirs.  Deviation  from  thefe  ren- 
ders a  fociety  unworthy  of  the  name.  The  gofpel 
may  be  preached,  and  fome  other  ordinances  ad- 
miniftered,  as  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  and 
Hill  a  religious  affembly  where  this  takes  place, 
and  in  which  there  may  be  many  Chriftians,  may 
not  be  a  church  of  Chrift. 

Fell owftiip- meetings,  which  have  long  exifted 
in  this  country,  more  nearly  refemble  churches  of 
Chrift  than  many  great  bodies  which  have  aflii- 
med  the  name.  Thefe  are  voluntary  aflbciations 
for  mutual  edification.  They  are  compofed  only 
of  fuch  as  appear  to  one  another  to  be  faints.  A 
certain  difcipline  is  maintained  in  them,  and  they 
only  need  to  obferve  other  ordinances  to  render 
them  complete.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  members  of  many  fuch  meetings  would  on 
no  account  admit  to  this  private  fellowftiip  the 
great  body  of  thofe  whom  they  avouch  to  be 
brethren,  by  joining  with  them  in  ftiewing  forth 
the  Lord's  death. 

We  may  here  obferve  how  much  the  Lord  has 
countenanced  what  came  neareft  his  own  ordi- 
nance.    Perhaps  the  edification  of  Chriftians  has 
P 
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been  more  promoted  by  thefe  meetings,   than  by 
any   other    means    which    thofe    connedted    with 
them   have   enjoyed  ;  and  the  comfort  which  be- 
lievers have  there  enjoyed,  in  fellowftiip  together, 
has  prepared  the  minds  of  many  for  coming  out 
of  unfcriptural  churches.      It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  from  the  beginning  they  have  been 
regarded  by  thefe  churchy  with  a   jealous  eye. 
This   was  the   cafe   even  in  an  early  and  a  com- 
paratively pure  period  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 
*  During  their  want  of  faithful  minifters,   many 
ferious  people,'    fays  Mr  Brown,  '  in   Scotland 
and  Ireland,  had   met   together  on  Sabbaths  and 
other  occafions   for   prayer   and  fpiritual   confe 
rence.     Some,  before  they  were  driven  from  In 
land,  had  been  a  little   infe£ted  with  Brown[ 
from  England,  and  had  inclined  to  join  the  Ind 
pendents  in  New- England.     Thefe  brought  along 
with  them  fome  of  their  lingularities,  which  were 
overlooked  on  account  of  their  remarkable  piety, 
till  an  appearance  thereof  happened  in  the  charge 
of  Henry  Guthry  of  Stirling,  afterward  worthlefs 
bifhop  of  Dunkeld.     The  laird  of  Lecky,  a  man 
remarkable  for  knowledge  and  ferious  godlinefs, 
and  who  had  been  a  diflinguifhed  flifferer  under 
the  late   bifliops,   much   encouraged   fellowfliip^ 
meetings    for    prayer   and   Chriftian   conferencej 
Several  of  his   neighbours,   who   could  rot  read 
themfelves,  or  who   thought   his   manner   more 
edifying  than   their   own,    attended   his   familj'- 
worfliip.     Some,  who  probably  came  as  fpi 
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alleged,  that  in  prayer  he  ufed  feme  exprcffions 
not  duly  honourable  to  Guthry  his  minifler. 
Guthry  immediately  profecuted  Lecky  before  his 
prefbytery,  andgot  fellow  (hip- meetings  condemn- 
ed as  prejudicial  to  the  Handing  office  of  the  mi- 
niflry,  and  got  the  magiftrates  to  extirpate  them 
from  the  place.  Not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  la- 
boured to  have  them  utterly  abolifhed  from  the 
nation  ;  and  by  collecting  and  exaggerating  re- 
ports of  their  imprudencies,  he  drew  Mr  Hender- 
foa  and  Mr  Calderwood,  who  had  feen  the  Brown- 
iftical  diforders  in  Holland,  and  fome  other  lead- 
ing clergymf-i,  to  his  fide.  In  the  Affcmbly 
1638,  he  had  attempted  to  foifl  in  a  complaint 
againft  thefe  meetings.  But  MefTrs  J.  Livingfton, 
S.  Rutherfoord,  and  D.  Dickfon,  and  others,  un- 
willing that  many  ferious  faints  fhould  be  publicly 
difcredited  for  the  imprudence  of  a  few,  got  the 
affair  kept  from  any  public  hearing  ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Guthry  fhould  preach  up  the  duty  of 
family- worfhip,  upon  which  he  faid  thefe  meet- 
ings encroached,  and  that  the  eminently  pious 
MeiTrs  Blair,  Livingfton,  and  M'Lellan,  who  be- 
friended fuch  focieties,  Ihould  preach  againft  night- 
meetings,  and  the  abufes  complained  of.  Their 
foft  and  Chriilian  methods  of  corre($ling  or  pre- 
venting fuch  abufes  not  pleafing  Guthry,  who 
hated  to  fee  or  hear  of  any  others  more  ferious 
than  himfelf,  he  continued  to  exclaim  againft 
th^fe  meetings  in  general.  To  quench  this  flame 
f(  contention,  Meflxs  Henderfon  and  Eorthwicis; 
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Upon  the  one  fide,  and  Dickfon   and   Blair  upon 
the  other,  held  a  folemn  conference  on  the  point. 
Henderfon   drew   up   a   paper  of  regulations   or 
caveats    for    fuch    meetings,    bearing,   That   the 
members  fhould  be  few,  and  fuch  as  were  proper 
to   meet  together ;  that  the  meetings  ftiould  not 
interfere  with  public  or  family-worrtiip,   or  rela- 
tive duties,  nor  be  held  in  the  night  ;  that  they 
ftiould  be  occafional,  and  no  wife  tending  to  fepa- 
rate   the   members  from  the  reft  of  the  congrega- 
tion ;  that  no  impertinent  queftions,   nor  uncha- 
ritable judging  of  others  fhould  be   allowed  in 
them  ;  that  if  any  members  in  them  had  any  ob- 
jection againft  the  common   form  of  public  wor- 
fhip,   (as   bowing  in  the  pulpit,   and  finging  the 
Gloria  Fatri)^  they  fhould   difcreetly  lay  them 
before   the  perfons  concerned  ;  and  finally,  that 
all  things   relative   to  them  fhould  be  conduced 
with  holinefs,  prudence,  humility,  and  charity. 
This  gave  general  fatisfadlion.     But  Guthry  and 
his  affiftants,  pretending  that  caveats  brought  in 
bifhops,  pufhed  the  matter  into  this  northern  af-  1    I 
fembly,   in  which  they  expefted  their  friends  to 
be  ftrongeft.     Guthry  poured   forth  torrents   of 
accufation  againfl  the  abfent  Lecky,  and  the  fo- 
ciety  meetings.       Simfon   of  Bathgate  feconded 
him  ;  and   in  the  moft   outrageous   manner  up- 
braided Rutherfoord,   Livingfton,   and  M*Lellan, 
as  encouragers  of  them.     Supported  by  the  Earl 
of  Seaforth,   and  many  of  the    northern   clergy, 
Guthry  and  his  fadlion  thought  to  have  carried  aa 
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for  the  utter  fuppreffion  of  them.  But  Dick- 
fon,  Baillie,  Rutherfoord,  and  others,  fo  warmly 
oppofed  them,  that  they  could  only  get  it  ena6l- 
ed.  That  people  fhould  obferve  family- worfhip 
with  the  members  of  the  family  alone  ;  that 
reading  of  prayers  is  lawful,  where  none  can  pray 
extempore  ;  that  none  but  preachers  fliall  explain 
Scripture  ;  and  that  no  innovation  relative  to  the 
time,  matter,  or  manner  of  religious  worlhip,  or 
the  number  or  quality  of  joiners  in  it,  be  intro- 
duced without  allowance  from  the  Aflembly  *,' 


CHAPTER    VI. 


OF  THE  CHARACTER  OF  THOSE  WHO  COMPOSED 
THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES. 


Section    I. 


It  was  impoffible  to  confider  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  apoftolic  churches,  without,  in 
fome  meafure,  anticipating  our  prefent  fubjed. 
What  was  faid  in  the  former  chapter,   clearly 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  p.  181,-183.  ^ 
th«  late  Mr  Brown  of  Haddington.    Glafg.  17S4. 
P3 
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fhews  of  what  kind  of  perfons  the  apoftolic 
churches  were  compofed.  If  the  intention  of 
Jefus  in  appointing  that  churches  fliould  be  col- 
lected, was  to  feparate  between  his  own  people 
and  the  Veft  of  the  world,  it  follows,  that  the 
members  ought  to  be  fuch  as  are  his  difciples. 
The  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  governed^ 
proves  this  with  equal  certainty.  This  is  the 
word  poffible  for  any  fociety  who  are  not  his 
difciples.  It  leaves  room  for  whifpering,  fwel- 
lings,  tumults,  and  diviiions,  and  does  not  com- 
mit fufficient  power  to  any  individual,  or  to  the 
church,  to  fupprefs  thefe  in  perfons  who  are  not 
under  the  influence  of  the  authority  of  Chrift. 
It  is  well  adapted,  and  fufficiently  ftrong  to  curb 
the  remaining  corruption  of  real  Chriftians  ;  but 
never  being  intended  for  worldly  men,  the  only 
direction  a  church  has  refpedting  fuch,  or  thofe 
who  in  their  manners  refemble  them,  and  will 
not  llften  to  admonition,  is  to  put  them  away. 

We  formerly  quoted  the  vifion  contained  in  the 
laft  chapters  of  Ezekiel's  prophecies,  and  obferved^ 
that  although  we  do  not  fully  underfland  it,  this 
muft  refer  to  the  times  of  the  gofpel.  While  there 
is  a  conftant  allufion  to  the  temple- worfliip,  there 
are  many  things  entirely  different  from,  nay  op- 
polite  to  this.  Of  this  defcription  is  the  following : 
"  And  thou  fhalt  fay  to  the  rebellious,  even  ta|| 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  O  ye 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  let  it  fuffice  you  of  all  your  abo- 
minations, in  that  ye  have  brought  into  my  fane- 
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tuary  ftrangers  uncircumcifed  in  heart,  and  un- 
circumcifed  in  flefh,  to  be  in  my  fandluary  to 
pollute  it,  even  my  houfe,  when  ye  offer  my 
bread,  the  fat  and  the  blood,  and  they  have  bro- 
ken my  covenant,  becaufe  of  all  your  abomina- 
tions. And  ye  have  not  kept  the  charge  of  mine 
holy  things ;  but  ye  have  fet  keepers  of  my  charge 
in  my  fanduary  for  yourfelves.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  God,  No  ftranger  uncircumcifed  in  heart,  nor 
uncircumcifed  in  fleih,  fliall  enter  into  my  fan(5lu- 
ary,  of  any  ilranger  that  is  among  the  children  of 
Ifrael,"  Ezek.  xliv.  6,  7,  8,  g.  On  this  paffage 
Mr  Scott  moil  juftly  obferves,  *  The  introdu6lion 
of  ftrangers  that  had  not  been  circumcifed,  to  eat 
of  the  peace-offerings  and  oblations,  or  even  to  eat 
the  fat  and  the  blood,  of  which  none  ought  to 
have  eaten,  would  have  been  a  grofs  violation  of 
the  Mofaic  law.  But  the  uncircumcifed  in  hearty 
as  well  as  in  flefli,  are  here  mentioned  ;  and  there 
was  no  law  to  exclude  unregenerate  perfons,  who 
were  circumcifed,  and  ritually  clean,  from  the  or- 
dinances of  the  temple  :  fo  that  this  mull  denote 
j  a  different  conftitution  ;  and  it  feems  to  refer  to 
I  the  proftitution  of  the  Chriftian  facraments,  by 
"  admitting  ungodly  perfons  to  them,  who  come 
from  fecular  motives,  or  in  hypocrify,  to  partake 
of  them  ;  and  to  the  admiffion  of  fuch  perfons 
into  the  miniftry,  as  feek  nothing  but  the  emolu- 
ment ;  which  things  are  the  fcandal,  and  threaten 
the  ruin  of  the  Proteftant  churches,  as  well  as 
others.     Thus  God's  covenant  is  broken,  and  its 
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feals,   and  the  mod  facred  inflitutions   of 
ftianitj,  are  proftituted,  fecularized,  and  abufed 
the  charge  of  the  moll  holy  things  is  negle6led,< 
and  keepers  are  placed  over  the  charge  of  God  in- 
the  fanftuary,  to  pleafe  the  huniours,  to  flatter  the 
pride,  or  to  fubferve  the  lufts  of  men.      Such 
abufes  will  be  terminated  when  this  prophecy  fhall 
be  fulfilled.'     In  his  pradical  obfervations  on  the 
fame  paflage,  he  fays,  '  Then  the  glory  of  the  Lorcf 
fiUeth  his  fandtuary,   and  his  people  adore  him 
■with  humble  gratitude  ;  and  we  fhoald   carefully 
meditate   on   thefe  goings  of  our  God  and  King,, 
and  hearken  to  ail-that  he  fays  to  us  concerning 
the  .ordinances   and  laws  of  his  houfe  ;  and  we 
fliould  mark  well   the   entrance  into  his  courts, 
and  all  the  goings  out  of  them.     Thus  we  (hall 
be  able   to   fee  how  rebellioufly  even   profefled 
Chriftians  have  proftituted  his  facraments  and  the 
facred  miniftry,  by  throwing  them  open  to  ftran- 
gers,  enemies,  and  evidently  unregenerate  perfons, 
to  the  difgrace  of  the  gofpel,  the  grief  of  true  be- 
lievers, the  difhonour  of  God,  arid  the  encourage- 
ment of  wicked  men.    Alas,  they  to  whom  thefe^* 
charges   have  been  committed,  have    not    kept 
them,  but  have  profaned  them  for  fecular  intereft 
or  carnal  affedion,  to  feed  hungry  relatives,  or  to*^; 
enrich  or  humour  ungodly  connexions.     Or  men 
have   heaped    to    themfelves    flattering   teachers  *| 
after  their  own  lufts  ;  or   they  have  made  the 
feals  of  God's   covenant  the  paflport  to  prefer- 
ment.    Thefe  ar€  grofs  violations  of  the  cove- 
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nant,  and  great  abominations,  of  which  it  fhould 
fuffice  all  the  parties  concerned.  They  have 
always  been  the  ruin  of  vital  godlinefs,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  have  prevailed,  and,  alas,  they 
prevail  almoft  univerfally.' 

Thefe  remarks  are  moft  juft  and  appofite.  The 
old  covenant  was  written  on  tables  of  ilone,  but 
God  promifed  a  new  covenant,  to  be  written  on 
the  flefhly  tables  of  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  and 
thofe  alone  are  to  be  acknowledged  as  members 
of  his  churches,  who  ftiew  by  their  fruits  that  fuch 
is  their  charafter. 

That  the  churches  planted  by  the  apoftles  were 
compofed  of  fuch  as  they  deemed  real  believers, 
will  appear  by  confulting  the  addrefles  of  the  dif- 
ferent epiftles.  *'  Paul,  to  all  that  be  in  Rome, 
beloved  of  God,  called  faints  :  To  the  church  of 
God  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are  fan£lified  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  called  faints  :  To  the  faints  which 
are  at  Ephefus,  and  the  faithful  in  Chrift  Jefus  : 
To  the  faints  in  Chrift  Jefus  which  are  at  Phi- 
lippi :  Peter,  to  them  that  have  obtained  like 
precious  faith  with  us."  &.c.  &c. 

No  doubt  falfe  brethren  unawares  crept  in 
among  them,  Gal.  ii.  4.  It  was  not  neceftary 
that  the  apoftles  ftiould  be  infallible  in  judging 
of  charaders  ;  they  might  be  miftaken.  Im- 
preflions  which  appeared  to  be  made  by  the  Spirit 
of  God  might  wear  off".  We  have  Paul's  explicit 
teftimony  concerning  the  church  of  Philippi.  It 
was  compofed  of  fuch  in  whom  the  apoftle  was 


178  CHARACTER  OF  THE  MEMBERS 

bound  to  believe  that  God  had  begun  a  good 
work  ;  and  he  declares  it  to  be  meet  for  him  to 
think  this  of  them  ali,  chap.  i.  7. 

The  fame  is  manifeft  by  the  whole  tenor  of  all 
the  other  epiftles.  To  adduce  all  the  proofs  of 
this  which  might  be  brought,  would  be  to  tran- 
fcribe  the  whole  of  them.  Every  allufion  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  coUedted  ;  every  de- 
fcription  of  the  charader  of  the  members  ;  every 
exhortation  ;  every  rebuke  and  warning  given 
them,  could  only,  with  propriety,  be  addrefled  to 
believers.  They  had  put  off  the  old  man  with 
his  deeds,  Col.  iii.  9.  were  all  the  children  of 
light  and  the  day,  1  Theff.  v.  5.  were  temples  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  l  Cor.  vi.  19.  They  were  to 
purge  out  the  old  leaven,  that  they  might  be  ij/k 
new  lump  unleavened,  1  Cor.  v.  7.  to  beware 
left  any  root  of  bitternefs  fpring  up  to  trouble 
them,  and  thereby  many  be  defiled  *.  The  Lord 
condemns  one  church  for  having  fome  among 
them  that  held  the.  dodrine  of  Balaam,  and  com- 
mends another  which  could  not  bear  them  vfho 
were  evil,  Rev.  ii. 

In  the  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  we  have  a  vei 
flrong  teftimony  for  the  neceffity  of  purity  of  com- 
munion.  The  apoftle,  i  Cor.  iii.  9, — 17.  coi 
pares  the  church  of  Corinth  to  a  building  ol 
which  he  had  laid  the  foundation  ;  and  proceeds 
to  warn  thofe  who  might  fucceed  him,  how  thej 
carried  up  the  building,  from  the  confideration 
*  Compare  Heb.  xii.  15,  i5,  17.  with  Deut.  xxix.  i8. 
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the  confequences  to  thetnfelves.  Members  might 
be  added  to  the  church  who  v/ere/aved*,  and 
who  gave  evidence  of  this  :  thefe  he  reprefents 
under  the  emblem  of  gold,  filver,  precious  ftones  ; 
or  men  deftitute  of  the  truth  might  be  received, 
whom  he  compares  to  wood,  hay,  ftubblef.  Al- 
though the  difference  might  not  immediately  ap- 
pear, yet  he  warns  them  that  the  great  day  would 
difcover  how  they  had  a6led  :  *'  If  any  man's 
work  abide  which  he  fhall  build  thereon,  he  (hall 
receive  a  reward.  If  any  man's  work  (hall  be 
burned,  he  fhall  fuf!*er  lofs,  yet  he  himfelf  fhall 
be  faved,  yet  fo  as  by  fire,"  ver.  13,  14.  Real 
believers  would  be  the  crown  of  joy  and  rejoicing 
to  him  by  whom  they  were  added  to  the  church  ; 
but  others  would  not  ftand  the  fiery  trial,  and 
therefore,  although  the  builder  of  fuch,  who  was 
himfelf  a  Chriflian,  might  be  faved,  yet  his  work 
fhould  be  burned,  and  his  joy  impaired. 

Having  thus  warned  thofe  who  might  fucceed 
him,  of  the  lofs  they  fhould  fulFer  by  adding  to 
the  church  improper  members  through  inatten- 

*  la?  iru^iJfitvitgy  the  faved.  Compare  A(^s  ii.  47.  with 
1  Cor  i.  18. :  the  words  are  the  fame  in  both  places,  but  are 
properly  rendered  only  in  the  latter  place. 

f  If  any  one  will  examine  the  different  emblems  here  ufed  by 
the  apoftle,  it  will  appear  that  the  fame  are  often  ufed  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  to  diflinguifli  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  See 
Lam.  iv.  2.  Job  xxiii.  10.  Pfal.  Ixvi.  10.  Ifa.  liv.  11.  i-^  Mai. 
iii.  17.  Alfo,  Jer.  v.  14.  z  Tim.  ii.  20.  James  i.  it.  Mat.  iv. 
I.  See  Macknight's  note  on  i  Cor,  iii.  1 1,  alfo  an  illuftration  of 
tkis  paflage  ia  the  Miffiunary  Magazine,  vol.  vii.  pp.  225.  494. 
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tion,  he  denounces  an  awful  judgment  againft 
fuch  as  Ihould  wilfully  admit  worthlefs  materials 
into  the  building.  *'  If  any  man  deftroy  (^<«{«) 
the  temple  of  God,  him  Ihall  God  deftroy," 
(^tf8g«),  ver.  17. 

The  defe<Sbion  of  the  churches  of  Galatia  is 
afcribed  to  improper  members  being  retained  in 
communion.  *'  This  perfuafion  cometh  not  of 
him  that  calleth  you  ;  a  little  leaven  leaveneth 
the  whole  lump,"  chap.  v.  8,  9.  ;  and  the  Co- 
rinthians are  alfo  warned,  that  a  little  leaven  lea- 
vens the  whole  lump,  and  are  folemnly  com- 
manded to  purge  out  the  old  leaven,  that  they 
might  be  a  new  lump  unleavened,  1  Cor.  v.  6,  7. 
To  purge  out  the  old  leaven  is  to  put  away  the 
wicked  perfon,  ver.  13.  _ 

Some  have  alleged  that  notorioufly  wicked  per-  I 
fons  alone  are  to  be  put  away,  fuch  as  the  man 
who  lived  in  inceft  ;  but  throughout  the  whole 
New  Teftament,  we  find  but  two  characters  held 
forth,  the  children  of  God,  and  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one.  The  latter,  out  of  the  evil  trea- 
fure  of  their  heart,  muft  bring  forth  evil  things ; 
and  this  leaven  will  not  be  the  lefs  apt  to  leaven 
the  lump,  that  it  does  not  break  forth  into  grofs 
crimes  which  tend  to  fhock  common  decency. 
Probably  men  deftitute  of  real  religion,  yet  out- 
wardly decent,  are  the  moft  dangerous  perfpns 
with  whom  Chriftians  can  aflbciate. 

We  have  a  ftriking  declaration  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  in  the  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  re- 
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fpeding  this.  Some  among  them  had  faid  there 
was  no  refurredion,  xv.  12.  The  apoftle  efta- 
bliflies,  by  the  very  flrongeft  evidence,  the  refur- 
re£tion  of  Chrift,  and  fhews  that  a  denial  of  the 
refurredion  was  in  fad  fubverting  the  gofpel. 
He  obferves,  that  nothing  but  this  glorious  prof- 
ped  could  fupport  him  under  his  afflidions,  and 
that  all  he  had  fuffered  for  the  gofpel  was  of  no 
avail,  if  the  dead  rife  not.  He  goes  on,  ver.  33. 
^  Be  not  deceived,  evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners.  Awake  to  righteoufnefs,  arid  fin 
not ;  for  fome  have  not  the  knowledge  of  God  : 
I  /peak  this  to  yourjhamey  Here  he  condemns 
them  for  having  among  them  fuch  as  had  not  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  alTures  them,  that  how- 
ever plaufibly  they  might  impofe  upon  themfelves, 
fuch  perfons  would  injure  and  pervert  thofe  who 
were  otherwife  minded.  In  fliort,  if  we  have  not 
fufficient  proof  that  the  apoftolic  churches  con- 
fifted  of  thofe,  and  thofe  alone,  who  gave  evidence 
of  converfion  to  God,  we  may  defpair  of  attain- 
ing certainty  of  any  thing  contained  in  the  word 
of  God. 

Some  have  reprefented  the  term  faints  ufed  in 
the  epiflles,  as  well  as  the  defcription  of  the 
churches  there  given,  to  relate  only  to  their  ex- 
ternal privileges.  Before  good  men  employ  fuch 
arguments,  they  fliould  confider  where  they  will 
lead.  In  the  fame  way  every  dodrine  of  the 
gofpel  may  be  fet  afide.  Baptifm  with  water 
vpill  become  regeneration  :  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
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on  the  heart  will  onlj  refer  to  miraculous  gifts, 
and  thus  every  truth  of  God  may  be  explained 
away.  It  is  true,  that  the  members  of  the 
churches  being  really  faints,  depended  on  the 
truth  of  the  profeffion  which  they  made.'  God 
alone  can  judge  the  heart,  but  they  gave  fuffi- 
cient  evidence  of  their  being  the  difciples  of  Jefus 
to  produce  in  the  minds  of  the  apoftles  love  for 
the  truth's  fake. 

Notwithftanding   all   that  the  Scripture   fays, 
fome,   however,  endeavour  to  prove  that  the  lirft 
churches   were    not   compofed   of   true  believers 
only.     It  is  granted  that  improper  perfons  crept 
in  unawares  ;  but  was  ever  any  one  allowed  by  the 
apoftles  to  continue,  who  gave  evidence  of  being 
deftitute  of  the.  truth  ?  It  has  been  alleged,  thaM 
the  fins  committed  in  thefe  churches  could  not  have 
been  committed  by  real  Chriftians,   and  that  the 
abufes  and   iniquities   among  them  were  greater 
than  at  prefent  prevail  in  national  churches.    Paul 
was  afraid  left  when  he  came  to  Corinth  he  ftiouh 
find  in  the  church  debates,  ftrifes,  envyings,  wrath  J 
backbitings,  whifperings,  fwellings,  tumults,  andl 
left  he  fliould  bewail  many  which  had  finned  al-j 
ready,   and   had  not  repented  of  the  uncleannefs,! 
fornication,    and  lafcivioufnefs    which    they  ha<l| 
committed,   2  Cor.  xii.  21.     But  let  the  circumJ 
fiances  of  the  Corinthians  be  confidered.     They 
wei^e  juft   converted   from  idolatry.     The   fame 
difpofition  to  comply  wkh  the  world,  which  leads 
too  many  Chriftians  in  this  country  to  fpend  their 
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time  in  worldly  company,  to  marry  thofe  who 
are  not  believers,  or  to  go  with  tlieir  friends  to  a 
place  of  worfhip  where  the  gofpel  is  not  preached, 
would  have  led  them,  in  thofe  days,  to  the  com- 
miffion  of  fornication,  Or  to  eat  in  an  idol's  tem- 
ple. Thefe  did  not  afFe£t  the  good  charader  of 
men  at  that  period.  Fornication  was  not  even 
conlidered  to  be  a  crime*,  and  real  Chriftians,  by 
the  influence  of  temptation,  might  eafily  be  drawn 
afide  to  indulge  in  the  revelling  to  which  they 
had  been  fo  long  accuftomed,  when  for  a  moment 
they  let  the  truth  flip  out  of  their  minds.  Hence 
the  abufes  among  them,  however  inexcufeable, 
muft  not  be  judged  of  by  the  moral  ftate  and  opi- 
nions of  this  country.  Independent  of  religion, 
we  are  lefs  liable  from  our  habits,  and  from  re- 
gard to  public  decency,  to  fall  into  fuch  excefies. 
It  has  been  properly  obferved  concerning  the 
Hindoos,  *  that  Ihould  thofe  who  have  appeared 
to  embrace  the  gofpel,  or  others  who  may  here- 
after come  forward,  prove  to  be  real  Chriftians, 
they  may,  notwithftanding,  be  lefs  amiable  cha- 
raders  than  are  commonly  found  amongft  us. 
Human  charadler,   as  cognizable  by  men,  is   a 

*  Socrates,  Plato,  Demofthenes,  and  Cicero,  with  many  others, 
might  be  appealed  to  in  proof  of  the  promifcuous  commerce  of 
the  fexesbein*g  thought  innocent,  both  among  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans, Cicero,  in  his  oration  for  M.  Caelius,  fays,  *  When  was 
this  not  done  ?  When  was  it  found  fault  with?  When  was  it  not 
allowed  ?  Can  the  time  be  named  when  this  practice,  which  is 
now  lawful,  was  not  accounted  fo  ?'  See  Dr  Leland's  Advanta- 
ges and  Neccllity  of  Revelation,  vol.  ii.  410.   p.  151,  152,  Sec, 
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compound  of  various  materials,  and  arifes  from 
a  number  of  very  different  caufes.  The  ftate 
of  morals  in  a  country  will  have  an  inconcei- 
vable influence  in  forming  the  exterior  of  its  in- 
habitants. That  which  is  reputable  and  advan- 
tageous, is  certain  to  be  purfued  in  a  confider- 
able  degree,  and  not  a  little  for  thefe  purpofes. 
Chriftianity  has  wrought  fo  much  in  this  and  in 
fome  other  nations,  that  grofs  lying,  theft,  rob- 
bery, adultery,  gic.  are  in  a  good  degree  fha- 
med  out  of  countenance.  No  man  can  preferve 
his  reputation,  while  he  openly  indulges  in  thefe 
vices.  It  is  not  fo,  however,  inHindoftan.  Such 
practices  are  there  fo  common,  that  no  manner  of 
difgrace  attaches  to  them.  This  being  the  cafe, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  ftate  of  fociety  to  reftrai 
a  Hindoo  from  grofs  immorality.  If  he  be  r 
ftrained,  it  is  merely  by  Chriftian  principle,  an 
the  connexion  he  has  with  Chriftians  ;  which 
may  not  be  equal  to  the  fame  things  accom- 
panied, as  they  are  in  Europeans,  with  other 
things.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  with 
the  Corinthian  Chriftians.  Their  city  was  v'ui 
clous  to  a  proverb,  and  they  were  a  very  unami- 
able  people.  They  fet  up  men  as  heads  of 
parties,  held  communion  at  idolatrous  feafts,  con^ 
nived  at  fornication,  went  to  law  before  the  unjuft, 
and  profaned  the  Lord's  fupper  to  the  purpofes  oi 
fenfual  indulgence.  If  fuch  a  community  were 
to  appear  amongft  us,  we  fliould  probably  deen»| 
them  3L  company  of  hypocrites,  and  give  them  uj 
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as  flrangers  to  real  religion.  Yet  Paul  did  not 
give  them  up,  but  purfued  and  reclaimed  them. 
And  it  is  worthy  of  our  inquiry.  Whether  the 
evennefs  and  regularity  of  charader  which  we 
poflefs,  be  not  greatly  owing  to  adventitious  cir- 
cumftances,  rather  than  to  the  immediate  influence 
of  Chrlftianity  ?  If  all  that  appears  amiable  in  us, 
but  which  in  reality  arifes  from  no  higher  mo- 
tives than  a  regard  to  our  own  intereft  or  reputa- 
tion, were  taken  out  of  the  fcale,  and  nothing  left 
but  the  pure  eflfeft  of  Chriftian  principle,  we 
might  not  be  able  greatly  to  outweigh  either  a 
Corinthian  or  a  Hindoo  *.' 

The  apoftles  diftinguifhed  between  a  man  being 
overtaken  in  a  fault,  and  being  a  ftranger  to  Chrift. 
To  the  former  all  are  too  liable  ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  all  believers  are  new  creatures — 
they  cannot  fin  as  the  wicked  do,  becaufe  they 
are  born  of  God.  Sin  hath  not  dominion  over 
thofe  who  are  under  grace.  Paul,  confidering  the 
temptations  to  which  the  Corinthian  Chriftians 
were  expofed  by  dwelling  in  a  city  notorious  for 
idolatry  and  the  works  of  the  flefli,  ufed  much  for- 
bearance, and  delayed  his  vifit  from  time  to  time, 
that  he  might  give  them  fpace  to  i*epent.  Having 
commanded  one  notorious  offender  to  be  put 
away,  he  waited  to  fee  what  effeft  this  example 
would  have  on  others  ;  but  he  alTures  them,  that 
when  he   came  he  would  not  fpare,  but  would 

*  Preface  to  vol.  ii.  of  the  Periodical  A.ccounts  relative  to  the 
Baptift  Miffionary  Society,  p.  9. — 11. 
0^3     • 
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purge  the  church  of  fuch  as,  not  being  reclaimed 
by  gentle  means,  gave  reafon  to  believe  they 
were  none  of  Chrift's,  and  that  he  would  even 
ufe  the  miraculous  powers  which  the  Lord  had 
conferred  on  the  apoftles  to  punifh  the  difobe- 
dient.  "  Therefore  I  write  thefe  things,  (fays 
he)  being  abfent,  left  being  prefent  I  fliould  ufe 
ftiarpnefs,  according  to  the  power  which  the  Lord 
hath  given  me  to  edification^  and  not  to  deflruc* 
tion,"   2  Cor.  xiii.  10. 

The  apoflle  was  at  this  time  writing  to   thofe 
whom  he  judged  to  be  fanftified  in  Chrifl  Jefus^ 

1  Cor.  i.  2.  whom  he  believed  to  be  called  into- 
the  fellow Ihip  of  the  Son  of  God,  ver.  9.  who« 
were,  as  he  believed,  waftied,  juftified,  and  fancli- 
fied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  God^  lCor.vi.  11.  and  whom  he  expected  to 
be  obedient  to  the  folemn  injun6tions  he  fent  thero^ 
in   which   expedation  he  was  not  difappointed^ 

2  Cor.  vii.  8.  13.  Some  among  them  had  fallen 
iMtvgrofs  fins,  perhaps  fome  falfe  brethren  hj 
•unawares  crept  in  ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  lej 
us  to  fuppofe  that  any  were  admitted  withoul 
making  a  credible  profefTion^  That  fome  wh< 
fet  out  well  drew  back,  is  unqueflionable,  Whei 
thefe  made  themfelves  manifeft,  they  were  evi« 
dently  no  longer  members  of  Chrift,  and  confe4 
quently  could  not  be  fufFered  to  continue  in  t 
church  which  was  one  body,  confifling  of  manjf 
members,  animated  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl. 

We  are  exprefsly  informed  that  a  church  ii 
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bound  to  judge  the  charafter  and  conduft  of  its 
members.  **  What  have  I,"  fays  Paul,  "  to  do 
to  judge  them  alfo  that  are  without,  do  ye  not 
judge  them  that  are  within  ?"  1  Cor.  v.  12.  But 
does  any  one  ferioufly  believe  that  the  abufes  and 
irregularities  of  the  firft  churches  were  recorded  in 
Scripture  to  fanftion  fimilar  abufes  in  after  ages  ? 
Have  we  ever  a  hint  of  improper  charaders  being 
fuflfered  to  continue  in  a  church  without  marked 
difapprobation  being  expreffed  on  this  account  ? 
and  are  we  to  juftify  our  deviations  from  the  laws 
of  Chrift,  by  pleading  the  example  of  thofe 
againft  whom  he  fo  frequently  teftifies  his  di£- 
pleafure  on  account  of  them  ? 


Section    II. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  although  the 
theorems  of  Euclid  are  univerfally  admitted,  if 
they  had  any  reference  to  fubjeds  in  which  the 
interefts  and  paffions  of  men  are  concerned,  they 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  controverted.  It 
feems  impoffible  to  refill  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ments which  prove  that  the  apoftolic  churches 
confided  of  men  really  converted  to  God ;  but  ma- 
ny Chriflians  having  conneded  tliemfelves  with 
focieties  of  a  complexion  entirely  diiferent  from 
the  primitive  churches,  have  uCed  much  ingenuity 
to  juftify  themfelves,  by  attempting  to  prove,  as 
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far  as  they  are  able,  the  low  ftate  of  religloi 
the  apoftolic  churches. 

What  is  faid  by  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Jude 
concerning  ungodly  and  impure  profeflbrs,  has 
been  alleged  to  prove  the  mixture  of  characters 
in  thefe  churches.  In  every  age  there  have  been  M 
men  profefling  religion,  who  were  enemies  to  the 
crofs  of  Chrift.  In  regard  to  fuch  we  have  fuf- 
ficient  diredions,  1  Cor.  v.  11.  and  Timothy  is 
commanded  to  turn  away  from  fuch,  although 
they  had  a  form  of  godlinefs,  2  Epift.  iii.  5.  Do 
Peter  and  Jude  contradid  Paul  ?  Did  they  ad- 
drefs  churches  conlifling  of  fuch  charafters  ?  or^ 
do  they  not  mention  the  characters  of  thefe  wick- 
ed men,  to  guard  the  churches  again  ft  them  ? 
Why  did  they  call  them  fpots  *,  ver,  12.  whettJ 
they  feafted  with  them,  if  not  to  lead  them 
to  look,  diligently  to  the  charaCiers  of  thole  with 
whom  they  aflbciated  ?  But  it  appears  from  the 
epiftle  of  Jude,  that  thefe  men  had  gone  out  from 
the  churches  of  Chrift.  They  could  not,  it  feems, 
endure  the  wholefome  difcipline  eftablilhed  by  the 
apoftles.  "  Thefe  are  they  who  feparate  them- 
felves,  fenfual,  (j^vx^koi,  natural  men)  having  not 
the  Spirit,"  Jude  19. 

The  ftate  of  the  churches  in  Afia  Minor,  Rev. 

*  o-5r/A«og?,  which  fliould  rather  be  rendered  recks  or  flielves, 
perfons  who  might  be  the  means  of  others  making  fhipwreck  of 
faith  and  a  ;^ood  eonfcience.  Both  Peter  and  Jade  efpecially  al- 
lude to  falle  teachers  who  troubled  the  churches;  they  appear 
to  be  the  fame  of  whom  Paul  fpeaks,  Phil.  iii.  iS,  19. 
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ii.  iii.  is  alfo  brought  forward  to  (hew,  that  in  the 
firft  churches  there  was  a  mixed  communion. 
There  were  indeed  many  evils  in  thefe  churches, 
but  of  what  kind  ?  In  Ephefus  they  had  left  their 
firfl  love,  Rev.  iii.  4.  Their  fervour  and  zeal 
were  abated,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  mixed 
communion  there  of  faints  and  ungodly  men.  On 
the  contrary,  they  are  commended  for  exercifing 
difcipline  in  trying  and  reje£ling  falfe  apoftles, 
and  for  hating  the  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitans,  ver. 
2.  6.  The  church  at  Smyrna  is  not  blamed. 
That  in  Pergamos  is  commended  for  holding  fad 
Chrift's  name,  and  not  denying  his  faith  ;  and 
the  only  thing  for  which  they  are  reproved  and 
threatened  is  the  negled  of  difcipline,  in  not  put* 
ting  away  thofe  who  held  falfe  doftrine,  ver.  13, 
14, 15.  The  church  at  Thyatira  is  much  com- 
mended, and  is  reproved  only  for  Juffuring  a  wo- 
man to  feduce  Chrift's  fervants,  ver.  20.  The 
church  at  Sardis  was  in  a  backiliding  Hate,  Rev. 
iv.  1, — 6.  They  had  a  name  to  live  while 
they  were  dead.  They  had  loft  the  life  and 
power  of  religion.  They  are  exhorted  to  be 
watchful,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  things  which 
remain  which  are  ready  to  die^  for,  fays  the 
Lord,  I  have  not  found  thy  works  perfeB  be- 
fore God.  They  are  called  to  remember  how 
they  had  received  and  heard.  The  Lord  had 
already,  by  his  apoftles,  delivered  his  laws  to  his 
church,  and  the  negleft  of  thefe  had  probably 
brought  them  into  a  declining  ftate.     There  may 
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have  been  improper  charafters  in  the  church 
of  Sardis,  but  this  does  not  neceffarily  follow  from 
our  Lord's  words*.  Do  good  men  never  need  to 
be  called  to  repentance  ?  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  decay  of  religion  had  produced  inatten- 
tion to  difcipline  ;  but  are  we  to  judge  of  the 
llatc  of  the  apoilolic  churches,  by  the  pradlce  of 
one  fo  feverely  condemned  by  the  Lord  ?  Or  do 
any  fuppofe,  that  becaufe  all  Chriftians  are  bound 
to  follow  the  pradice  of  the  churches  recorded  in 
the  Scriptures  with  approbation,  that  therefore 
they  have  a  right  to  imitate  thofe  who  were 
guilty  of  manifold  but  ceniured  abufes  ?  Do  not 
the  examples  they  plead  aggravate  their  guilt, 
as  they  are  always  mentioned  in  connexion  with 
the  Lord's  difapprobation  of  their  conduA  ?  As 
individuals,  we  are  bound  to  be  followers  of  thofe 
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*  Our  Lord  mentions,  that  there  <were  a  fenv  names  in  San 
*who  had  not  defiled  their  garments,  and  nvho  /bould  nvalk  iVi 
him  in  ivbite,  but  he  gives  them  no  commandment  to  leave  t 
church ;  and  hence  fome  infer,  that  Chriftians  are  not  bound 
to  feparate  from  worldly  focieties,  called  churches.  But  the 
cafes  are  completely  different.  Many  things  were  indeed  repre- 
henfible  in  the  church  at  Sardis,  but  it  no  where  appears  that 
its  conftitution  was  changed.  This  was  no  doubt  ftill  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  other  apoftolic  churches,  and  hence  there  was 
no  neceffity  for  calling  any  to  feparate  from  it ;  but  if  the  church 
had  begun  to  walk  diforderly,  and  contrary  to  the  tradition  re- 
ceived from  the  apoftles,  all  the  difciples  of  Jeius  would  have 
been,  and  were  called,  by  the  authority  of  God,  to  feparate  from 
it.  See  2  Their,  iii  6.  Hud  they  negleded  the  admonition  given 
them  by  Jtfus,  Rev.  iii.  thofe  who  valued  his  authority  muft 
have  turned  away  from  them,  as  having  merely  a  form  of  godli* 
pcfs,  but  denying  the  power  thereof,  i  Tim.  iii.  5. 
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who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  pro- 
mifes  ;  but  fliall  we  prefume  to  vindicate  adultery 
or  murder,  becaufe  a  very  eminent  fervant  of 
God  was  guihy  of  thefe  ?  or  lliall  we  not  rather 
take  warning  from  fuch  paflages  of  fcripture,  and 
avoid  the  rocks  on  which  others  have  fplit  ? 
1  Cor.  X.  6. 

Philadelphia  is  commended,  and  exhorted  to 
ftedfaftnefs.  Laodicea  is  condemned  as  luke- 
warm, and  threatened  with  rejedion,  Rev.  iv. 
15.  &.C.  ;  but  we  have  no  hint  of  a  mixed  com- 
munion. A  believer  may  fall  into  a  ftate  fimilar 
to  that  of  this  church,  and  if  he  does  not  repent 
he  {hall  perifh  ;  but  by  the  warnings  and  threat- 
enings  of  the  word  of  God,  his  people  are  reco- 
vered, while  others,  after  all  their  profeffion,  draw 
back  to  perdition  ;  and  we  cannot  tell  but  in  their 
cafe  the  Lord's  threatening  may  have  produced 
their  recovery.  The  Lord  concUides  his  exhorta- 
tion with  words  calculated  to  prevent  them  from 
being  fwallowed  up  of  overmuch  forrow^  :  *'  As 
many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chaften." — Thus  it 
appears,  that  fo  far  from  the  addrelTes  to  thefe 
churches  countenancing  mixed  communion,  the 
churches  were  reproved  and  threatened  when  they 
permitted  improper  perfons  to  remain  amongll 
them.  * 

Another  argument  has  been  founded  on  our 
Lord's  conduct  to  Judas.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
he  was  not  removed  from  the  table,  but  permit- 
ted to  eat  the  Lord's  fupper  with  the  other  dif- 
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ciples,  when  this  ordinance  was  inftituted.  Hence 
it  is  inferred,  that  we  may  fit  down  at  his  table 
with  ungodly  people,  whom  we  know  to  be  fuch. 
But  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  Judas  was  not 
prefent.  John  informs  us  that  he  went  out  im- 
mediately on  receiving  the  fop,  xiii.  30.  Now, 
as  this  could  take  place  only  at  the  paflbver,  he 
could  not  be  prefent  at  the  Lord's  fupper  which 
followed  it.  Luke  differs  from  the  other  evan- 
gelifts  in  the  order  in  which  he  relates  thefei^^ents. 
Nor  is  this  uncommon.  But  admitting  for  a  mo- 
ment that  he  was  prefent :  Judas  was  unknown 
to  any  but  to  the  Lord.  His  charader  was  not 
even  fufpefted.  When  the  Lord  faid  to  the  dif- 
ciples,  one  of  you  (hall  betray  me,  each  of  them 
anfwered,  *'  Lord,  is  it  1  ?"  It  is  not  maintained, 
that  thofe  who  make  a  credible  profefEon  of  re-lB 
ligion  fliould  be  excluded,  nor  that  hypocrites 
may  not  obtain  admiffion  into  the  bell  regulated 
churches.  But  what  would  our  objedlors  infer 
from  Judas  being  prefent  at  the  Lord's  fupper  ? 
If  they  conclude  that  fuch  perfons  ought  not  to 
be  put  away  from  the  fellow  (hip  of  Chriflians,  it 
will  follow,  that  murderers,  and  characters  the 
mod  abominable,  (for  we  fliall  not  find  a  worfe 
than  his),  ought  to  be  admitted,  and  continued 
among  them.  Thus  they  not  only  fet  afide  the 
order  of  Chrift's  houfe,  but  condemn  their  own 
praftlce  in  profeffing  to  exercife  any  degree  of  dif- 
cipline  whatever. 

The  parable  of  the  tares,  (Matt.  xiii.  24, — 30.) 
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is  alfo  adduced  as  a  proof  that  we  ought  not  fo  to 
difcrlminate.  This  proceeds  on  a  miiiake.  Our 
Lord  has  told  us  that  the  field  is  the  world^  ver.  38. 
not  the  church.  But  the  view  of  the  parable 
taken  by  fome  would  prove  too  much,  viz.  that 
we  ought  not  to  put  away  any  wicked  perfon 
from  a  church  of  Chrift,  1  Cor.  v.  11.  but  to 
let  both  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  grow  there 
together  until  the  harveft.  I  know  not  that  any 
focicty,  calling  itfelf  a  church,  profeffes  to  carry 
matters  fo  far.  This  confequence,  however,  can- 
not be  avoided,  if  the  parable  was  defigned  to 
countenance  a  mixed  communion  of  Chriftians 
and  unbelievers.  In  that  cafe,  we  muft  admit 
an  exprefs  contradiftion  in  the  New  Teitament. 
But  the  intention  of  the  parable  was  at  once  to 
teach  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  that  he  permits  no 
perfecution  for  religion,  and  to  fhew  them  the 
reafon  of  his  fparing  wicked  men  in  the  world. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  the  fword  was  to  be 
ufed  againft  idolaters,  &c.  (read  Deut.  xiii. 
6, — 17.)  but  now  this  is  at  an  end.  Vengeance 
belongs  to  God,  and  although  he  has  delegated 
power  to  magillrates  to  ufe  the  fword  for  the 
prefervation  of  order  in  civil  fociety,  he  has  given 
to  none  the  power  of  puniftiing  men  for  unbelief 
and  falfe  religion.* 

Befides,  we  are  informed  by  Jefus  that  an  enemy 

had  fown  the  tares.     Surely  this  ought  to  make 

every  one  of  his  profefTed  difciple^   (who   apply 

the  parable  to  church  members)   tremble  at  the 

R 


194  CHARACTER  OF  THE  MEMBERS 

thought  of  admitting  improper  perfons,  left  in 
doing  fo  they  fulfil  the  defign  of  Satan.  The 
tares  were  fown  while  men  flept  ;  now  the  difci- 
ples  of  Jefus,  and  efpecially  his  miniilers,  ought 
to  watch  particularly  againll  thofe  devices  of  the 
enemy  of  which  the  Lord  has  warned  them.  In 
ihort,  although  the  parable  has  been  interpreted 
fo  as  to  fet  afide  all  difcipline  towa]^  members 
already  admitted,  it  cannot  be  converted  into  an 
excufe  for  negle£ling  the  moft  careful  examina- 
tion of  thofe  who  apply  for  admiflion  into  a 
church,  but  in  this  view  mufl:  be  confidered  as  a 
ferious  warning  in  regard  to  this.  *  When  the 
devil  brought  in  the  tares,'  fays  Prefident  Ed- 
tvards,  *  it  is  manifeft  he  brought  in  fomething 
that  did  not  belong  there.  He  counteracted  th 
owner  of  the  field,  and  did  it  under  the  very  nO' 
tion  of  croffing  his  defign.  An  enemy  (it  is  fai 
in  the  parable)  hath  done  it.  How  doth  this 
confift  with  the  tares  having  a  lawful  right,  by 
the  owner's  warrant  and  appointment,  to  have  a 
Handing  in  this  field  ? 

'  If  the  great  Phyfician  of  fouls  hath  built  his 
church  as  an  infirmary  in  compaffion  to  thofe  that 
are  fick,  for  this  end,  that  they  may  be  brought 
in  and  healed  there,  fhall  it  be  faid  with  furprife 
when  fuch  are  found  there,  How  came  thefe  fick 
people  here  ?  and  fhall  the  compaflionate  Phyfi- 
cian who  built  the  hofpital  fay,  '*  An  enemy  hath 
done  this."  Thofe  who  aB  on  thefe  principles  do 
that  at  noon-day^  in  the  prefence  of  God,  angels 
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ttnd  men,  which  the  devil  doth  in  the  dead  of  nighty 
when  menjlept  *.' 

The  following  obfervations  on  this  parable  by- 
Mr  Giibome,  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, are  juft  and  pertinent.  *  God  abftains  froni 
commiffioning  his  miniftering  angels  to  go  forth 
and  root  up  the  tares,  left  with  them  they  fliould 
alfo  root  up  the  wheat.  Men,  impelled  by  the 
defires,  and  conftrained  by  the  necefiities  of  their 
nature,  to  live  according  to  the  intention  of  Pro- 
vidence in  fociety,  find  themfelves,  in  various 
refpeds,  clofely  united,  notwithftanding  radical 
differences  of  views  and  of  chara£ter.  Neighbour- 
hood, relationftiip,  lawful  occupations,  common 
intereft,  mutual  advantage,  and  the  requifite  offices 
and  intercourfe  of  life,  bind  together,  by  nume- 
rous and  infeparable  ties,  the  fervant  of  God  and 
tbe  fervant  of  Satan.  The  righteous  and  the 
wicked  are  fo  firmly  connected,  that  affli£i:ion  can- 
not overtake  the  latter  without  alfo  reaching  the 
former.  The  tares  do  not  grow  up  fingly  and 
feparatcly  among  the  wheat,  but  are  fo  twifted 
round  it,  and  fo  entangled  among  it,  fo  interwoven 
with  it,  that  to  pull  them  up  without  pulling  up 
the  wheat  is  impoffible.  Lefs  injury  will  refult 
to  the  crop  of  good  grain  from  their  continuance, 
than  from  an  attempt  to  extirpate  them. 

'  Suppofe  an  individual  to  be  diftinguifhed  in 
wickednefs,  proud,  fenfual,  diflblute,  profane,  a 
defpifer  of  religion,  a  teacher  and  encourager  of 
^-  Prefidcnt  Edn-ardb'  Reply  to  Williams,  p.  103.    Eofton  1751. 
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fin  :  "  Why,"  you  allc,  "  Is^  this  man  permittee 
to  live  and  to  fpread  mifchief  around  him 
after  year  ?  no  general  calamity  is  requifite  for 
his  removal  ;  why  does  not  death  fingle  him  out 
at  once  ?"  How  know  you  but  that  the  man  may 
live  to  repent  ?  But  not  to  dw^  on  that  poflibi- 
lity,  are  there  no  other  perfons  for  whofe  fake  he 
may  be  fpared  ?  Is  there  no  plant  of  wheat  which 
might  be  fatally  injured,  if  this  weed  were  now 
plucked  up  ?  Has  he  not  parents  whofe  prefent 
interefts  are  clofely  involved  in  his  ?  Has  he  not 
a  wife  or  a  child  who  may  be  left  dellitute  if  he 
ihould  be  cut  off  ?  Has  he  neither  brother,  nor 
relative,  nor  friend,  nor  acquaintance,  to  whom 
his  exiftence  is  at  prefent  ufeful,  or  to  whom  Om- 
nifcience  may  forefee  that  at  a  future  period  it  will 
be  advantageous  ?  May  not  even  his  vices  be 
overruled  by  the  providence  of  God  into  benefi- 
cial warnings  to  others  ?  May  not  his  pride  teach 
fome  to  cherilh  meeknefs  ?  May  not  his  intempe- 
rance evince  the  excellence  of  fobriety  ?  May  not 
his  irreligion  imprefs  on  others  jhe  beauty  of  ho- 
linefs  ?  In  feafons  of  cold,  or  of  drought,  or  of 
immoderate  rain,  the  profperity  of  a  weed  may 
for  a  time  alFord  ufeful  Ihelter  to  a  item  of  wheat. 
May  not  this  weed  be  as  yet  fuifered  to  grow  that 
it  may  aafwer  a  limilar  purpofe  *  ?' 

I  conclude  this  fe6lion  by  referring  to  fome  paf- 

fages  in  the  late  Dr  Erlkine's  Diflertation  on  the 

Chara6ler  and  Privileges  of  the  Chriilian  Church. 

*  Gilborne's  Sermons,  vol.  ii    p.  185.  iS5.  ad  edition. 
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*  The  words  i»*a»j5-<«,  /Hp,  fignify  a  people 
not  only  called,  but  gathered  by  a  call,  who 
hearken  to  and  comply  with  the  ofFers  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  are  called  **  chofen  and  faithful,"  Rev, 
xvii.  14.  who  are  called  by  that  inward  call  of 
the  Spirit,  which  renders  the  outward  call  of  the 
gofpel  effedlual,  A  call  attended  with  invincible 
power,  like  that  to  Matthew,  Matt.  ix.  9.  "  fol- 
low me  ;"  or  that,  John  xi.  43.  "  Lazarus  come 
forth  ;'*  nay,  like  that  by  which  God  **  calls  the 
things  that  are  not  as  though  they  were,"  Rom. 
vii.  17.  and  "  commands  light  to  arife  out  of 
darknefs,"  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Hence  we  read  of  the 
called  according  to  God's  purpofe,  Rom.  viii.  28, 
and  of  the  purpofe  of  God  according  to  eledion 
flanding,  not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  calleth, 
Rom.  ix.  11.  So  that  we  may  define  the  Chri- 
ftian  church,  a  fociety  of  perfons  efFedually  called, 
or  a  company  of  penitents,  united  by  faith  and 
love  to  Chrift  as  their  head,  and  to  one  another  as 
members  of  his  myftical  body,  and  on  every  pro- 
per occaiion  outwardly  difcovering  this  union. 
Now,  if  the  church  of  Chrift  is  a  fociety  of  per- 
fons who  obey  the  gofpel  call,  it  is  evident  hypo- 
crites are  no  members  of  that  church  *.     For  the 

*  It  is  true  that  no  hypocrite  is  a  member  of  the  church  of 
Chrift,  if  by  the  church  we  underftand  thofe  who  are  members 
of  his  body.  But  the  word  church,  as  has  been  (hewn,  befides 
fignifying  the  general  afl^mbly  of  the  firft-born,  whofe  names 
are  written  in  heaven,  alfo  means  a  fociety  of  perfons  who  give 
fatisfaiflory  evidence  of  difciplefliip.  Falfe  brethren  may  re- 
R  3 
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gofpel  calls  to  a  humble  penitent  reliance  u 
Chrift,  not  to  a  bare  profeffion  of  Chriftianity 
and  invites  us  ta  fellowftiip  with  Jefus,  1  Cor, 
i.  9*  and  a  right  to  his  kingdom  2ek^  glory,  1  Pet. 
V.  10.  not  to  any  external  fociety  and  advantages, 
Th€  outward  call  of  the  gofpel  conftitutes  none 
members  of  the  church,  fave  thofe  who  comply 
with  it.  Elfe  even  infidels,  and  openly  profane 
perfons,  who  hear  the  gofpel  preached,  would  be 
members  of  the  church.  We  are  invited  to  come 
to  the  church,  having  on  the  wedding  garment. 
To  come  without  it  we  are  not  allowed.  God 
has  no  where  enjoined  thofe  who  want  faith  to 
profefs  it.  Indeed  it  is  impoffible  that  the  God 
of  truth  fhould  enjoin  a  falfehood.  When,  there- 
fore, we  require  a  profeffion  of  faith  in  order  to  M 
church  privileges,  w^e,  on  the  matter,  acknow-  " 
ledge  faith  itfelf  neceiTary.  For  the  only  reafoi> 
why  we  regard  a  profeffion^  is  our  fuppofing  that 
he  who  makes  it  is  a  true  believer.  Faith,  or 
rather  the  righteoufnefs  it  receives,  we  confider  as 
the  foundation  of  his  title  to  church  privileges^ 
and  profeffion  anly  as  an  evidence  of  that  title. 
He  Vs^ho  makes  a  credible  profeffion,  is  accounted  ^ 
a  member  of  the  church,  becaufe  from  fuch  pro-  fl 
fefljon,  as  an  evidence,  we  judge  that  he  pofleiTes 
the  proper  condition  of  church  memberffiip,   not 


main  for  a  time  in  fucb  a  fociety.  Ahhoiigh  the  Doctor's  re- 
marks are  in  general  excellent,  there  's  fomc  degree  of  obfcuri- 
ty  in  ^hit  he  fays,  from   not  attending  to  this  diftin(5lion. 
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becaufe  fuch  profeflion  is  itfelf  that  condition. 
So  that  we  reckon  none  members  of  the  vifible 
church,  without  reckoning  them  members  of  the 
invifible  church  likewife,  or,  in  other  words,  with- 
out reckoning  them  united  to  Chrift  by  a  true  and 
lively  faith,  and  entitled  to  heaven  through  his 
perfeft  righteoufnefs.  The  union  and  communion 
of  church  members,  one  with  another,  is  founded 
only  on  their  union  with  Chrift.  Confequently, 
where  there  is  no  real  union  with  him,  there  can 
be  no  real  union  with  the  members  of  his  myftical 
body.' '  He  only  has  a  title  to  the  honoura- 
ble name  of  Chriftian,  who  departs  from  iniquity, 
2  Tim.  ii.  19.  If  any  man  has  not  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  in  him,  he  is  none  of  his,  Rom.  viii.  9. 
Chrift  is  the  door  of  the  ftieep,  and  therefore  none 
are  God's  flieep  who  enter  not  in  at  this  door, 
John  X.  T.  xiv.  6.  He  that  believeth  not,  what- 
ever he  profefs,  has  no  part  in  Chrift's  falvation, 
but  is  condemned  already.  Nothing  external  is 
of  any  avail  under  the  gofpel,  unlefs  accompanied 
with  the  new  creature,  or  faith  that  worketh  by 
love,  Gal.  v.  6.  vi.  15.  Old  things  are  done 
away,  and  all  things  are  become  new,  2  Cor.  v, 
17.  The  Meflias  is  of  quick  underftanding  in 
the  fear  of  thc^l-ord,  and  does  not  judge  after  the 
fight  of  the  eyes,  nor  reprove  after  the  hearing  of 
his  ears,  Ifa.  xi.  3.  It  is  the  heart,  not  the  out- 
ward appearance  which  he  regards.  The  moft 
fplendid  performances,  if  without  charity,  he  ac- 


CHARACTER  OF  THE   MEMBERS 


counts  as  nothing,  1  Cor.  xiii.  2.  The  Lord  only 
knoweth  them  that  are  his,  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Con- 
fequently  that  which  conftitutes  one  a  member  of 
the  Chriftian  church,  is  invifible  to  the  human 
eye.  Believing  with  the  heart,  as  well  as  coiK 
felling  with  the  mouth,  is  a  neceflary  condition  of 
the  gofpel  falvation,  Rom.  x.  9.  Thofe  who  are 
only  outwardly,  and  in  profeffion  religious,  are  of 
the  fynagogue  of  Satan,  Rev.  ii.  9.  iii.  9.  fpots 
in  our  feafts,  2  Pet.  xi.  13.  Jude  13.  children  of 
the  devil,  1  John  iii.  10.  tares  fowed  by  the  wick- 
ed one,  Matt.  xiii.  38.  falfe  brethren  brought  in^ 
or  crept  in  unawares,  Gal.  ii.  4.  Jude  4.  having 
no  lot  nor  portion  in  the  bleffings  of  Ch rift's 
purchafe,  becaufe  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs  and 
bond  of  iniquity.  Ads  viii.  21.  23.  Hence  Paul 
pronounces  a  general  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tion againft  falfe-hearted  profelTors,  1  Cor.  xvu 
22.  "  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  let 
him  be  anathema  maranatha."  And,  indeed,  who 
can  be  more  deteflable,  and  worthy  of  a  more 
dreadful  curfe,  than  he  who  harbours  in  his  heart 
enmity  againft  Chrift,  under  the  mafk  of  pre- 
tended friendftiip  ?  In  the  day  of  judgment  Chrift 
will  profefs  to  all  fueh.  Depart  from  me,  I  never 
knew  you,  ye  workers  of  iniquity.  Matt.  vii.  22. 
He  could  not  have  faid,  in  fo  abfolute  terms,  that 
he  was  never  related  to  them,  if  he  had  owned 
thetn,  while  on  earth,  as  his  church  and  people. 
Does  not  that  rebuke,  Matt.  xxii.  12.  **  Friend, 
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how  cameft  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  the 
wedding- garment,"  import,  that  hypocrites  have 
no  right  to  a  place  among  God's  people  ?  We 
are  told,  the  man  thus  rebuked  was  fpeechlefs, 
having  no  excufe  to  make  for  his  condu6t.  But 
he  might  have  excufed  it,  if  bare  profeffion  was 
all  that  was  neceiTarj  to  render  one  a  member  of 
the  v-fible  church.' '  Therefore,  every  parti- 
cular vi/lble  church  was  conjidered  by  the  apojiles 
as  compofed  only  of  true  believsrs  ;  and  thefe  not 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  accounted 
by  them  no  members  of  Chrift's  myflical  body. 
What  then  Ihall  we  fay  of  thofe  who  in  all  their 
a6lions  are  animated  and  influenced  by  the  devil, 
who  live  after  the  flefli,  and  retain  nothing  of  the 
Chriftian  fave  the  empty  name  ?  Chriftians  are  as 
lively  ftones,  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,  an  holy 
priefthood,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices,  accept- 
able to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift,  i  Pet.  ii.  5.  And 
is  that,   think  you,   the  character  of  men  dead  in 

trefpafles  and  fins  ?' He  then  confiders  thede- 

fign  of  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  and  clearly 
proves  that  they  ought  only  to  be  adminiilered 
to  believers  :  that  minifters,  indeed,  may  law- 
fully adminifler  them  to  hypocrites,  and  fo,  fays 
the  Do6lor,  '  may  a  judge  lawfully  affign  you  a 
fum  of  money,  when,  by  credible  witnefles,  you 
prove  your  right  to  it,  though  after  all  you  have 
bribed  the  witneffes  to  perjure  themfelves.'  The 
facraments,  he  fays,  are  no  inftituted  means  of 
converfion,    being   intended    to    llrengthen    faitk 
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where   it  is,  not   to   produce  it   where  it  is 
He   obferves,  if  refledions  on  the  fin  ofir^nwor- 
thilj  partaking   of  the   facraments,   produce  the 
converfion  of  a  hypocrite,  refle6tions   on  murder 
of  adultery  may  do  the  fame.     God  may  bring] 
good  out  of  evil. 

*  Has  the  unconverted  profeffor  of  religion,'  heJ 
alks,  'a  better  claim  to  the  fellowfiiip  of  the  faith- i 
ful  than  the  infidel  or  profane  ?  Are  the  living 
and  the  dead  united  ?  Do  falfehood  and  dilTimu- 
lation  render  men  holy  ?  So  foon  as  the  hypocrify  J 
of  a  profeffor  is  manifefled,  he  is  no  longer  look- 
ed upon  as  a  member  of  the  church.' — ; *  l  Cor, 

V.  10, — 13.  is  brought  as  an  evidence  that  men 
may  be  brethren,  and  within  the  church,  who  yet 
are  covetous,  extortioners,  or  living  in  fome  other 
courfe  of  prefumptuous  fin.  But  though  this 
paffage  {hews  that  bad  xn*tn  may  be  tolerated  in 
the  world,  and  civil  intercoi^rfe  lawfully  kept  up 
with  them,  it  equally  fliews,  thnt  church- fellow- 
fiiip with  thofe  whom  we  know  to  be  bad  is  un- 
lawful. The  Ifraelites,  in  the  time  of  the  paffo* 
ver,  were  to  fearch,  and  call  out  of  their  lioufes  all 
the  leaven  that  was  in  them,  and  that  was  allow- 
ed to  be  in  them  at  other  times.* '  Hypocrites 

may  lurk  in  the  church,  as  leaven  might  lurk  in 
a  houfe  in  the  time  of  the  paffover,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  moft  diligent  fearch.  But  hypocrites 
have  no  right  to  be  there,  and,  fo  foon  as  they 
are  difcovered,  mull  be  turned  out.  They  are 
called  brethren^  1  Cor.  v.  11.     They  are  mem- 
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bers  of  the  church  in  the  opinion  of  others.  But 
brethren  in  truth  they  are  not.  They  feem  to  be 
within,  and  indeed  are  within  the  church,  as  to 
the  body,  but  they  are  without  it  as  to  the  fouK 
They  are  within,  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  leaven, 
which  ought  to  have  been  without.  It  deferyes 
our  notice,  that  the  apoftle  does  not  fpeak  of  fome 
of  the  church  as  within,  and  of  the  world  as  with- 
out. All  then  who  belong  to  the  church  are 
within,  or  members  of  the  church  invifible.  Some 
are  fo  truly,  and  in  the  eyes  of  God  ;  others  only 
apparently,  and  in  the  eyes  of  men.  The  firft 
have  a  title  to  be  within  ;  the  fecond  have  no 
title.  If  we  reckon  them  within,  it  is  only  be- 
caufe  their  profeflion  being  credible,  we  chari- 
tably believe  it  fincere,  and  that  confequently 
they  are  united  to  Chrift.  And  hence,  fo  Toon  as 
we  find  from  their  courfe  of  life  that  their  pro- 
feflion was  deceitful,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  re- 
nounce communion  with  them.' 

*  Thus  it  has  been  fufficiently  proved,  that  a 
church  is  a  fociety  of  faints,  fincerely  profelling 
the  fame  faith,  partaking  of  the  fame  facraments, 
interefted  in  the  fame  fpiritual  privileges,  and 
entitled  to  the  fame  heavenly  bleflings  ;  and  that 
therefore  hypocrites  belong  not  to  that  fociety. 
This  is  the  Bible  idea  of  the  word  church,  and 
therefore  it  ought  to  be  received,  however  it  dif- 
fer from  fafhionable  opinions.' 

*  The  greater  pa.,  oi  tT»odern  Chriftians  have, 
I  acknowledge,  in  their  ftntiments  of  the  nature 
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of  the  church,  widely  deviated  from  Scripture 
and  antiquity.  And  the  fidlion  of  a  vifible  chu«:h 
really  in  covenant  with  God,  and  yet  partly  mlBe 
up  of  hypocrites,  has  almoft  univerfally  prevail- 
ed. What  were  the  caufes  of  this  I  Hay  not  to 
enquire.  One  thing,  however,  deferves  to  be 
remarked.  Truth,  in  this  particular,  has  gained 
iignal  advantages  over  vulgar  prejudice  and  fyf- 
tematic  ideas,  even  where  it  has  not  enabled  men 
entirely  to  fhake  off  thefe  fetters.  Many  able 
Lutheran  divines,  who  efpoufe  the  common  di- 
ftin6tion  of  &  vifible  and  invifible  church,  and 
warmly  oppofe  the  Calvinift  dodrine  of  the  per- 
feverance  of  faints,  have  notwithftanding  aflerted 
and  proved,  that  the  proper  notion  of  the  word 
church,  in  the  New  Teftament,  is,  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  inwardly  fan(9:ified,  or,  as  others  ex- 
prefs  it,   thofe  eleded  to  eternal  life,   and  againft 

whom  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  never  prevail.' 

*  The  fpirit  and  frame  of  the  epiftles  would  be 
perfedly  unaccountable,  fliould  we  fuppofe  them 
partly  addrefled  to  hypocrites  and  felf-deceivers, 
who  had  the  form,  but  were  ,flrangers  to  the 
power  of  godlinefs,  and  thus  were  every  moment  m  I 
in  danger  of  dropping  into  the  pit  of  deflruftion. 
Doubtlefs,  had  that  been  the  cafe,  they  would 
have  been  calculated,  as  fermons  recorded  in  other 
parts  of  Scripture  directed  to  fuch  pe  pie  are,  to 
awaken  in  them  a  fenfe  of  their  hazardou-.  con- 
dition, and  to  excite  them  to  fly  from  the  wrath 
to  come.' 
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*  Every  particular  church  mentioned  in  the 
New  Teftament,  is  defcribed  as  confifting  of  per- 
fons  united  to  Chrift  by  faith  and  love,  and  in- 
wardly holy.  We  muft  either  fay  that  in  thefe 
times  no  hypocrites  were  intermixed  with  the 
church,  or  that,  though  intermixed  with  it,  they 
were  no  part  of  it.  The  firft  is  improbable.  The 
inftance  of  Simon  the  forcerer  proves,  that  in  ad- 
mitting men  to  the  church,  the  apoftles  did  not 
always  a6t  by  the  gift  of  difcerning  fpirits.  Paul 
confiders  it  as  poffible,  that  men  might  give  all 
their  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  their  bodies  to 
be  burned,  who  yet  wanted  charity,  1  Cor.  xiii.  3. 
Ananias  and  Sapphira,  Hymenaeus  and  Alexander, 
were  for  a  time   deemed  fincere  by  their  fellow 

profeflbrs.' '  Since  then  the  apoftles  addref- 

fed  focieties  in  different  places  outwardly  affo- 
ciated  for  divine  worihip,  by  properties  peculiar 
to   good   men,    it  follows,    that   they   confidered 

none   elfe   as  members  of  thefe  focieties.' 

*  Churches,  therefore,  ought  to  put  away  from, 
among  them,  thofe  whofe  profeffion  is  difcovered 
by  their  practice  to  have  been  infincere.  To  re- 
nounce fellow Qiip  with  fuch,  Chriftian  charity 
forbids  not,  nay  duty  requires  *.' — The  authority 
of  Dr  Erlkine  is  not  brought  forward  to  eftabliih 
a  doubtful  point,  but  to  call  the  attention  of 
Chriftians  to  the  force  of  truth  on  the  mind  of  a 
man  endowed  with  abilities  for  judging  of  it,  and 

*  DiiTertation  on  the  Characler  and  Piivilcges  of  the  Apofto- 
tic  Churches,  pcijfirn. 

s 
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who  muft  have  received  a  contrary  bias  both  from 
education  and  habit. 


Section    III. 

Having,  I  hope,  eftabliflied  the  faa,  that 
the  primitive  churches  were  compofed  of  fuch 
only  of  whom  it  was  meet  for  the  apoftles  to 
think  that  a  work  of  grace  was  begun  in  them, 
we  conclude  with  forae  obfervations  on  the  ad- 
miflion  of  members  into  churches  amongll  our- 
felves. 

The  inftruftions  in  the  word  of  God  on  this 
fubjedt,  although  indireft,  are  amply  fufficient  to 
guide  us.  We  are  clearly  taught  of  what  mem- 
bers churches  of  Chrift  fhould  confift,  and  the 
evidences  are  fully  laid  down  by  which  we  are  t< 
diftinguifh  them. 

Thofe  who  are  connefted  with  churches  where 
difciptine  is  neglefted,  excufe  themfelves  for] 
countenancing  impure  communion  by  faying  they'* 
cannot  judge  the  heart.  They  maintain,  that  in 
order  to  admit  a  member,  we  have  only  to  afcer- 
tain  the  irreproachabienefs  of  his  moral  charafler, 
and  that  he  poiTefles  a  competent  knowledge  of^ 
the  doftrines  of  the  Scripture.  This  ftandard  is^  I 
in  truth,  as  high  as  can  be  fixed,  and  higher  than 
is  applied  in  any  national  church,  but  it  comes 
far  fliort  of  a  proper  teft  of  real  religion. 

Good  men  are  at  no  lofs  in  forming  a  judg- 
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raent  of  character  on  other  occafions.  They  do 
not  hefitate  to  fpeak.  of  certain  perfons  as  real 
.believers,  and  of  others  as  at  beft  doubtful  cha- 
Taders.  Indeed  without  this,  there  are  many 
precepts  which  cannot  be  obeyed.  We  cannot 
aflbciate  with  the  people  of  God  as  fuch,  nor  ex- 
prefs  that  fpecial  love  which  we  owe  to  the  ge- 
nuine difciples  of  Chrift,  without  forming  a  judg- 
ment of  characters.  We  cannot  even  fuit  our  con- 
iwrfation  fo  as  to  be  ufeful  to  thofe  in  whofe 
company  we  are.  We  ftiall  be  in  danger  of  cry- 
ing peace  to  the  formal  profeflbr  or  felf- righteous 
Pharifee,  But  Chrift  has  given  us  a  ftandard 
by  which  to  judge  :  ^  By  their  fruits  ye  fliall 
know  them.'*  By  attending  to  their  general  con- 
verfation  and  conduft,  as  ivell  as  to  their  know- 
ledge and  profefled  experience,  we  may  generally 
form  a  proper  judgment. 

A  church  may  after  all  be  miftaken  in  fome 
whom  they  admit.  The  a^oftles  probably  were 
fo  as  to  Simon  Magus,  and  many  others  ;  but 
this  ought  to  make  us  the  more  careful  to  receive 
none,  .without  what  appears  to  us  fatisfaftory 
evidence  that  Chrift  has  received  them.  We 
ought  not  to  confider  ourfelves  as  having  a  right 
to  receive  or  to  exclude,  but  endeavour  to  afcer- 
tain  by  evidence  who  are  really  believers,  and 
confider  the  evidence  of  this  as  Chrift's  voice  to 
the  church,  commanding  us  to  admit  them.  Af- 
ter they  are  admitted,  they  muft  alfo  be  diligently 
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watched  over,  and  retained  or  put  away  accordin 
to  their  fruits. 

There  is  no  objeflion  to  the  propriety  of  tb 
diftin(5tion  between  vifible  and  real  Chriftian 
provided  by  vifible  Chriftians  we  underlland  tho 
whom  we  believe  to  be  real  Chriftians,  and  who 
appear  to  us,  on  proper  evidence,  to  have  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift.  If  by  vifible  Chriftianity  be 
meant  any  thing  fhort  of  the  appearance  of  real 
Chriftianity  ;  if  a  man  being  born  in  what  is 
called  a  Chriftian  country,  being  baptized,  and 
not  grofsly  immoral,  conftitutes  him,  as  we 
think,  a  vilible  Chriftian,  the  term  is  unfcriptural 
and  abfurd.  If  we  do  not  ufe  proper  means  to 
afcertain  whether  thofe  applying  to  be  members 
of  a  church  are  real  Chriftians  or  not,  we  neglect 
our  duty  to  Chrift,  and  caft  a  ftumbling-  block  in 
their  way. 

It  is  not  enough  that  a  man  wifties  to  join  a 
church,  and  profefles  to  believe  :  it  is  not  enough 
that  he  can  anfwer  our  inquiries  on  the  leading 
do6lrines  of  the  gofpel ;  and  t*hat  he  may  not  be 
chargeable  with  grofs  fin.  This  maybe  the  cafe,. 
and  he  may  yet  be  a  ftranger  to  Chrift.  We  know 
that  the  word  of  God  effedually  works  in  all  who 
believe,  and  we  are  bound  to  inquire  what  eS'eft 
'this  has  produced  on  him.  Whenever  the  truth 
is  helieved,  a  great  change  takes  place  on  the 
mind.  We  muft  not  fix  our  ftandard  too  high, 
nor  confider  great  attainments  in  knowledge  or 
in  the  Chriftian  life  to  be   neceftary  in  order   to 
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the  admiflion  of  a  perfon  into  a  church.  We 
are  only  to  endeavour  to  difcover  whether  he 
has  pafled  from  death  to  life.  If  we  omit  parti- 
cular inquiry  on  this  fubjed,  we  neither  do 
juftice  to  the  perfon  applying,  nor  to  the  church. 
It  Is  pleafing  to  think  that  the  intereft  of  both  is 
always  united  ;  if  it  be  advantageous  for  a  perfon 
to  be  admitted,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  church, 
and  not  otherwife.  If,  by  receiving  a  man 
into  a  church,  we  could  make  him  a  Chriftian, 
it  would  be  defirable  to  receive  all  who  apply ; 
but  a  church  of  Chrift,  we  have  feen,  is  a  fociety 
of  real  believers,  and  by  receiving  any  others  but 
thofe,  we  endanger  the  church,  for  a  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump  and  we  deceive  thofe 
who  are  enemies  to  God,  and  may  lull  their  con- 
fciences  afleep  to  their  eternal  perdition.  This 
may  fliew  us  the  abfurdity  of  what  is  generally 
fpoken  of  under  the  name  of  the  judgment  of  cha- 
rity  ;  hoping,  as  fome  fay,  againft  hope.  Cha- 
rity Is  love,  and  love  worketh  no  ill  to  our  neigh- 
bour ;  but  can  we  do  one  a  greater  injury, 
than  to  receive  him  as  a  brother  in  Chrift  with- 
out endeavouring  to  afcertain  whether  this  be 
his  real  character  ? 

Some  fay,  if  a  man  has  faith  it  matters  not 
to  us  how  he  came  by  it.  True  ;  but  the  quef- 
tion  is.  Has  he  faith  ?  This  caniiot  be  known 
without  inquiring  into  his  experience.  There 
may  be  diverfity  in  this  j  fome  have  obtained 
precious  faith,  it  nvay^  be,  very  gradually,  other^ 
S  3 
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more  fuddenly,  and  with  circumftances  more  fert- 
fible.  But  every  one  is  bom  fpiritually  blind, 
and  if  he  has  been  brought  into  marvellous 
light,  he  will  furely  be  able  to  give  fome  fcrip- 
tural  account  of  it.  There  is  no  religion  without 
experience.  If  a  man  fay  he  believes,  and  has 
not  felt  the  energy  of  the  truth  upon  his  mind, 
changing  the  objefts  of  his  purfuit,  and  making 
him  a  new  creature,  he  deceives  himfelf,  and  we 
ought  not  to  favour  the  deception. 

It  has  been  taken  for  granted  by  many,  with* 
out  the  fhadow  of  a  proof,  that,  in-  the  apoftles 
days  a  verbal  profefTion  of  faith  was  of  itfelf 
deemed  fufficient.  This  has  been  argued  from 
the  cafe  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch,  A^ts  viii.  27. 
Philip  informed  him,  that  if  he  believed  with  all 
his  heart  he  might  be  baptized,  and  upon  his  pro- 
feffion  baptized  him.  But  they  had  had  previous 
converfation.  The  eunuch  fhewed  that  he  wad| 
fenfible  of  his  ignorance,  and  defired  inftrudlion j; 
they  had  travelled  fome  diftance  together,  and 
Philip  had  reafon  to  judge  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  received  the  truth,  and  the  remarks  he 
made,  that  God  had  opened  his  underftanding. 
The  three  thoufand  who  were  baptifed  and  add- 
ded  to  the  church  on  the  day  of  Peutecoft  gave 
more  evidence  than  a  mere  profeffion.  They 
were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and  relieved  by  the 
gofpel  ;  they  received  the  word  with  joy.  The 
powerful  and  vifible  eflaCls  produced  by  the  truth 
on  their  mind,  were  well  calculated  to  fatisfy  all, 
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that  when  they  faid  they  believed  in  Chrift,  they 
fpoke  the  language  of  the  heart*. 

But  a  profeflTion  of  faith  in  the  apoftles  days 
was  very  different  from  the  fame  profeflion  at 
prefent.  By  profeffing  to  believe,  men  at  that 
time  were  fubje6ted  to  many  inconveniences  ; 
the  profeflion  was  a  reproach.  With  us,  men 
are  offended  if  their  Chriftianity  be  called  in 
queftion.  Thofe  even  who  by  their  writings 
have  moft  decidedly  oppofed  Chriftianity,  take  it 
amifs  when  they  receive  the  name  of  infidels  f  ; 
confequently  a  man  faying  he  believes,  ought  to 
have  little  weight. 

We  do  not  mean  to  allege  that  the  way  of  God 
is  flri6Hy  uniform  in  the  exercifes  of  his  people. 
With  fome  the  work  of  converfion  is  more  rapid, 

*  Let  it  alfo  he  obferved,  that  all  thefe  were  Jews,  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  profeffing  the  faith  of  Abraham.  When  the  gof- 
pei  began  to  be  preached,  they  were  not  unchurched,  but  were 
inf.jrmed  of  the  joyful  tidings,  that  God  had  fulfilled  the  promife 
made  to  the  fathers,  in  raifing  up  Jefus  again,  Acflsxiii.  ;^;^.  To 
him  they  were  now  called  to  fubmit  as  their  anointed  king,  and 
whofoever  rejected  him  was  cut  off  from  the  people,  according 
to  God's  ancient  ordinance  againft  the  difbbedient.  Thofe  who 
believed,  forfeited  none  of  their  ancient  privileges;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  were  much  enlarged.  A  profeflion  of  faith  in  Chrift 
made  by  a  Jew  was  therefore  all  that  was  neceflary  to  his  be- 
ing acknowledged  as  a  brother.  The  cafe  Was  different  as  to 
Gentiles,  but  in  either  a  profejfion  of  faith  was  very  different 
from  a  profeflion  among  us. 

t  See  Hume's  Letter  to  Dr  Blair,  apud  Campbell  on  Mira- 
cles, laft  edition. 
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with  others  more  graciual.  Some  may  hav6  been 
brought  under  the  imprefllon  of  the  truth  in  very 
early  years,  and  others  may  have  been  led  fo  infen-* 
fibly  from  ftep  to  ftep,  that  they  may  be  unable  ta 
point  out  the  precife  time  when  they  were  brought 
to  know  the  truth.  This  is  not  neceflary.  The 
great  matter  is  to  endeavour  to  afcertain  if  in  any 
degree  they  indeed  know  and  feel  their  guilty  and 
miferable  condition  as  finners,  and  are  living  by 
faith  on  the  Son  of  God.  Thofe  who  profefs  to 
have  known  the  Lord  for  fome  time,  may  be  ex- 
pe6led  to  give  additional  evidence,  by  their  gene- 
ral condud  and  converfation. 

It  fliould  be  our  great  aim  not  to  decline  in 
judgment  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left,  neither  to 
make  fad  the  hearts  of  thofe  whom  God  has  not 
made  fad,  nor  to  cry  peace  where  he  hath  not 
ipoken  it.  It  muft  be  our  lludy  to  feparate  be-  M 
tween  the  precious  and  the  vile ;  we  violate 
otherwife  the  divina  law,  Ezek.  xxii.  26. ;  and  to 
the  right  performance  of  this,  as  of  every  other 
duty,  much  prayer  to  the  Lord  is  neceflary.  M 

Every  new  member  ought  to  be  admitted  by  * 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  church.  ^//  are  to 
walk  in  unity  as  brethren,  they  ought  therefore 
all  to  have  confidence  in  each  other  as  the  difi:i- 
ples  of  Chrift.  This  is  in  fa£l  the  bond  which 
unites  the  members,  and  therefore  the  fubftance 
of  the  evidence  which  the  paftors  and  thofe  who 
have  converfed  with' them  have  obtained,  muft 
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be  fubmitted  to  the  church  *,  that  they  may  not 
only  receive  them  as  menabers,  but  love  them 
for  the  truth's  fake. 

Although  we  are  not  to  receive  any  one  with- 
out fatisfadory  evidence  of  his  being  a  true  dif- 
ciple  of  Chrift,  we  ought  to  beware  of  injuring 
the  charader  of  any  whom  we  rejefl:,  by  fpeaking 
evil  and  circulating  an  unfavourable  report  of 
them.  We  are  not  accountable  to  the  world  or 
to  man  for  our  admiflions  or  refufals  ;  but  when 
any  are  reje£led,  it  is  highly  important  to  fpeak 
to  them  faithfully  and  afFedionately,  and  to  fhew 
them  that  our  conduft  proceeds  from  love  to 
them,  as  well  as  from  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
Chrift. 


*  It  may  feem  in  theory  very  difficult,  that  a  number  of  per- 
fons  ftiould  be  of  the  fame  mind  concerning  an  individual's  ad- 
miflion ;  but  the  difficulty  does  not  occur  in  pradlice.  Some- 
times a  delay  may  be  neceflary  to  fatisfy  certain  of  the  church  ; 
but  it  will  never  be  found  that  a  Chriftian  will  be  rejedled 
through  humour  or  caprice.  Were  any  thing  of  this  kind  to 
appear,  it  would  argue  a  ftate  of  mind  highly  improper,  and 
would  become  a  fit  fubjedl  of  difcipline. 


f    214    } 
CHAPTER    VIL 

.  li?  THE  OFFICES  IN  THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHlSI^ 
S  E  C  T  I  O  N      I. 

X  H  E  Lord  Jefus,  by  the  miniftry  of 
his  apoftles,  not  only  commanded  his  people  to 
aflbciate  together,  but  alfo  ordained  that  certain 
offices  fhould  fubfift  in  their  focieties.  We  have 
in  Scripture  ample  direftions  refpefting  the  nature 
of  thefe  offices,  and  the  qualifications  neceflary  for 
difchargihg  them, 

Paul,  fpeaking  of  the  afcenfion  of  Jefus,  and  o 
the  accompliffiment  of  the  promife  that  he  (hould 
give  gifts  unto  men,  obf^rves,  '*  he  gave  fome 
apoftles,  and  fome  prophets,  and  fome  evangelifts, 
and  fome  paftors  and  teachers,  for  the  perfefting 
of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift,"  Eph.  iv.  11^ 
To  the  fame  purpofe  he  fays,  "  God  hath  fe? 
fome  in  the  church,  firft  apoftles  ;  fecondarily, 
prophets  ;  thirdly,  teachers  ;  after  that,  miracles  } 
then  gifts  of  healing,  helps,  governments,  diver- 
fities  of  tongues,"   1  Cor.  xii.  28. 

It  is  not  eafy,  perhaps,  to  difcriminate  the  va- 
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nous  forts  of  fupernatural  endowments  mentioned 
in  the  New  Teflament ;  but  of  this  we  are  cer- 
tain, that  fome  offices  in  the  church  were  tempo- 
rary, and  others  intended  to  continue. 

We  are  in  no  danger  of  confounding  the  ftated 
with  the  extraordinary  offices  in  the  apoftolic 
churches.  No  diredions  are  given  refpefting  the 
choice  of  perfens  to  occupy  the  latter.  This  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  referved  for  himfelf ; 
nor  have  we  a  particular  account  of  the  various 
duties  to  which  fome  of  them  were  called.  This 
was  unneceffary,  as  they  were  either  guided  by 
the  immediate  and  extraordinary  influences  of  the 
Spirit,  in  the  condu6l  they  were  to  purfue,  or  were 
under  the  perfonal  infpedion  of  the  apollles. 

As  to  the  ftated  offices,  the  word  of  God  con- 
tains minute  diredions  to  guide  our  choice,  toge- 
ther with  a  clear  account  of  the  duties  conneded 
with  them.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  alleged 
difficulties  in  diftlnguifhing  between  the  extraor- 
dinary and  ftated  offices,  have  arifen  more  from  a 
defire  to  vindicate  churches  evidently  unfcriptural, 
or  the  a<  herence  of  individuals  to  thefe,  than  fjom 
any  darknefs  in  the  fubjed  itfelf. 

Whether  any  miraculous  gifts  fliall  ever  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  church,  time  muft  determine.  At 
all  events,  we  are  fure  that  the  ftated  offices  fliall 
continue  to  the  end.  Thefe  are  neceftary  to  the 
j  proper  regulation  and  to  the  wellbeing  of  every 
church.;  whereas  the  extraordinary  offices  feem 
'  not    to    have    been   ftationary   in    any   church. 
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The  ordinary  offices  are  calculated  for  every 
fituation  and  emergency  in  which  the  ghurches 
can  be  placed.  The  extraordinary  offices  did  not 
fuperfede  them,  nor  are  thefe  neceffary  to  their 
exiftence.  The  extraordinary  offices  of  which  we 
read  in  the  New  Teflament,  are  apoftles,  prophets, 
and  evangelifts. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  of- 
fice of  the  apoftles,  and  of  the  deference  which  was 
to  be  paid  to  thofe  who  held  it,  by  the  moft  highly 
favoured  in  the  churches,  1  Cor.  xiv.  37.  They 
were  even  pofleiTed  of  miraculous  power  to  pu- 
nifli  thofe  members  of  the  churches  who  defpifed 
their  authority.  Thus  John  threatens  to  punifh 
Diotrephes,  3  John  10.  They  had  in  them  a 
readinefs  to  revenge  all  difobedience,  2  Cor.  x. 
This  power  Paul,  once  and  again,  affiires  the  C 
rinthians  he  would  employ,  without  fparing, 
he  found  matters  in  the  ftate  he  fufpefted. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  the  office  it- 
felf,  that  the  apoftles  can  have  no  fuccefl'ors. 
They  fully  and  faithfully  delivered  the  laft  reve- 
lation which  God  ftiall  give  to  man.  Dr  Camp- 
bell argues  that  the  apoftles  could  have  no  fu 
ceftbrs, 

1.  From  the  indifpenfable  qualifications  for  t 
office.      An  apoftle  muft  be  one  who  had  fei 
Chrift  after  his  refurre6tiou,    1  Cor.  ix.  1.  xv 
£or  he  was  ordained  to  be  a  witnefs  of  Chrift' 
refurreftion,  Ads  i.  22.  x.  41.  &.c. 

2.  The  apoftles  were  diftinguiftied  by  fpecial 
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prerogatives  which  defcended  to  none  after  them, 
receiving  their  miffion  from  Chrift,  the  power  of 
conferring  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  knowledge  by  infpiration  of  the  whole 
dodrine  of  Chrift. 

3.  They  were  unlverfal  bifhops  ;  the  whole 
church  was  their  charge,  and  the  whole  earth 
their  fphere. 

4.  We  have  full  proof  that  no  idea  of  fucceflion 
to  the  office  was  entertained  in  their  own  age,  or 
in  the  times  immediately  fucceeding,  for  no  one, 
on  the  death  of  an  apoftle,  was  ever  fubftituted 
in  his  room,  and  when  the  original  college 
became  extindl,  the  title  became  extindt  with 
it. 

The  apoftles  were  ambafladors  for  Chrift  *,  and 
having  delivered  their  meflage,  and  declared  the 
whole  counfel  of  God,  which  is  contained  in 
their  writings,  it  was  unneceflary  that  any  fuc- 
ceflbrs  to  them  fliould  be  raifed  up.  They 
are  the  twelve  foundations  of  the  church,  Eph. 
ii.  20.  Rev.  xxi.  14. 

We  read  of  prophets  who  foretold  future 
events,  as  Agabus,  Afts  xxi.  10.  although  cer- 
tainly the  term  prophecy  is  not  confined  to  this 

*  The  term  avibajadors  has  been  applied  to  ordinary  mini- 
fters  of  the  gofpel,  but  improperly.  The  apoftles  were  ambafla- 
dors in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word,  but  preachers  have  now  on- 
ly to  repeat,  enlarge  upon,  and  to  iniprefs  on  their  hearers  what 
they  taught.  To  give  fuch  the  title  of  ambafladors,  tends  to 
weaken  the  authority  of  apoftdic  teftimony. 
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in  the  New  Teftament.  There  were  alfo  pro- 
phets in  the  church  at  Antioch,  A6ts  xiii.  J. 
Perhaps  Mark  and  Luke,  who  have  written  a 
part  of  the  New  Teftament,  were  prophets.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  an  extraordinary  office,  for 
which  men  were  qualified,  and  to  which  they 
were  called  by  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spi- 
rit ;  and  thofe  who  held  it  might  fay,  as  Paul 
does  of  his  apoftleftiip,  '*  not  of  men,  neither  by 
man,  but  by  Jefus  Chriil,"  Gal.  i.  1.  It  is  true, 
prophefying  feems  fometimes  to  be  put  for  the  mu- 
tual exhortations  of  the  brethren,  1  Cor.  xiv.  31. 
"  Ye  may  all  prophefy,  one  by  one,  that  all  may 
learn,  and  all  may  be  comforted  ;"  and  he  who 
prophefieth  is  faid  to  fpeak  to  men  to  edification- 
and  exhortation,  and  comfort,  1  Cor.  xiv.  3.  bfl 
it  is  alfo  evident  froni  the  paffages  quoted  above, 
as  well  as  from  others,  that  the  term  prophet 
,  iifed  in  the  New  Teftament  to  denote  a  perl 
pofl*efled  of  extraordinary  gifts  peculiar  to  tl 
period,  and  they  appear,  by  the  manner  in  whi< 
they  are  clafled,  to  have  been  next  to  the  apoftles. 

Evangelijls  were  afliftants  to  the  apoftles.  Thi 
charge  was  not  confined  to  any  particular  churc 
Philip  and  Timothy  are  exprefsly  ftyled  evanj 
lifts.  Titus,  although  the  name  is  no  where  giv^ 
him,  was  evidently  employed  in  the  duties  of  tl 
fame  ofiice.  He  was  left  in  Crete  to  fet  in  ord^ 
the  things  that  were  wanting,  and  to  ordain  eld< 
in  every  city,  according  to  the  dire6lions  of  Pai 
Tit.  i.  5.     Timothy  was  left  in  Ephefus,  not  a 
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an  elder  or  biftiop  of  the  church,  but  to  charge 
feme  to  teach  no  other  do£trine  than  that  deliver- 
ed by  the  apoftles,  1  Tim.  i.  3.  He  fometimes 
accompanied  Paul,  and  at  other  times  was  fent  by 
him  to  vifit  and  confirm  the  churches.  Both  Ti- 
mothy and  Titus  were  fuperintendants  under  the 
apoftles,  and  a&ed  by  a  fpecial  commiffion  j  they 
were  employed  in  vifiting  and  fetting  in  order  va- 
rious churches,  and  to  both,  directions  are  given 
refpetfiing  the  charafters  of  thofe  who  were  to 
hold  ftated  and  ordinary  offices. 

The  ftated  offices  in  all  the  churches  were  eiders 
and  deacons  *, 

It  is  unneceftary  to  fpend  much  time  in  proving 
that  biftiop  and  elder  were,  in  apoftolic  times,  fy- 
nonymous  terms.  We  juft  mention  one  or  two 
paftagcs,  which  muft  prove  this  to  every  impar- 
tial perfon.  Paul  fent  for  the  eider j  of  the  church 
at  Ephefus,  and  exhorted  them  to  take  heed  to 
themfelves,  and  to  all  the  flock  over  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them  hi/hops^  txto-KOTrov?, 
A6ls  XX.  17.  28. 

Titus  was  left  in  Crete  to  ordain  eiders  in  eve- 
ry city,  as  he  had  appointed  him.  If  any  man, 
fays  he,  be  blamelefs,  the  huftjand  of  one  wife  ; 
for  a  bijhop  muft  be  blamelefs,   &.c.  Tit.  i.  5.  7. 

*  Such  was  the  judgment  of  Wickliffe  :  *  Only  two  orders  of 
clerks, '  faid  he,  *  did  fufBce  in  the  church,  priefts  and  deacons; 
neither  was  there  any  diftindlion  in  the  times  of  the  apoftles,  of 
popes,  patriarchs,  archbifliops,  and  bilhops.  Thefe  the  emperor's 
pride  did  find  out.'  Fox's  Ads  and  Monuments,  vol.  i.  p.  414. 
edit.  16 10, 
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Peter  exhorts  ttie  e/^iers  to  feed  the  flock  of 
£TKrK07rytTis ;  doing  the  office  of  a  bijhopy   not  by 
conltralnt,   1  Pet.  v.  2. 

The  apoftlcs  were  often  obliged  to  flee  from 
the  places  where  they  preached  the  gofpel.  Their 
ftay,  in  general,  even  while  not  perfecuted,  was 
ufually  fhort.  We  read  of  Paul  feparating  the 
difciples,  Ads  xix.  9.  and,  indeed,  wherever  any 
believed  and  were  baptized,  they  would  neceflTarily 
be  feparated  from  their  former  aflbciates.  If  Jews, 
they  were  call  out  of  the  fynagogue  ;  and  if  Gen- 
tiles, they  could  no  more  have  fellow fliip  with 
demons  or  falfe  gods.  The  two  great  command- 
ments given  by  the  apoflles  were,  that  Chrillians 
Ihould  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  love  one  another.  To  promote  faith 
and  love,  the  difciples  were  enjoined  not  to  for- 
fake  the  aflembling  of  themfelves  together.  The 
Lord  had  gracioufly  promifed  to  be  in  the  midfl 
of  two  or  three  met  in  his  name  ;  but  ftill  they 
were  incomplete,  and  not  fully  furniflied  with  all 
requlfite  for  their  fpiritual  welfare,  till  provided 
with  paftors  or  elders.  To  ordain  fuch,  the  apof- 
tles  either  revilited  the  churches  they  had  planted, 
A6ls  xiv.  21, — 23.  or  for  this  end  fent  proper  per- 
fons,  fuch  as  Titus. 

The  buiinefs  of  an  elder  is  to  labour  in  the 
word  and  dodrine,  and  alfo  to  rule  in  the  church 
of  God,  1  Tim.  v.  17.  iii.  5.  To  rule  means  not 
merely  to  prefide  in  the  meetings  of  the  church, 
and  to  take  care  that  all  things  are  done  decently 
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and  in  order,  according  to  the  will  of  Chrift  ;  but 
alfo  to  watch  over  the  members,  to  admonifh  or 
reprove  them,  as  their  circumftances  require.  To, 
this  rule  the  members  were  bound  to  fubmit. 
**  Obey  them,"  fays  the  apoftle,  **  that  have  the 
rule  over  you,  and  fubmit  yourfelves  ;  for  they 
watch  for  your  fouls  as  they  that  muft  give  ac- 
count," Heb.  xiii.  17.  "Remember  them  that 
have  the  rule  over  you,  who  have  fpoken  to  you 
the  word  of  the  Lord,"  ver.  7.  ^*  We  befeech 
you,  brethren,  to  acknowledge  them  which  la- 
bour among  you,  and  are  over  you  *  in  the 
Lord,  and  admonifh  you  ;  and  to  efteem  them 
very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  fake,"  1  Thefl". 
V.  12.  Here  the  peace  of  the  church  is  imme- 
diately conne6ted  with  affe£tionate  regard,  defe- 
rence, honour,  and  fubmillion  to  the  elders. 

Confidering  the  importance  of  this  office,  we 
might  expe6l  the  qualifications  neccffary  for  the 
difcharge  of  it  to  be  clearly  pointed  out.  Accord- 
ingly they  are  fo,  1  Tim.  iii.  Tit.  i. 

The  name  elder  was  probably  borrowed  from 
the  Jews.  Thofe  advanced  in  age  would  natu- 
rally be  preferred  for  this  office,  if  their  qualifica- 
tions were  in  other  refpe£ls  equaL  Age  com- 
mands refpeft,  and  is  ufually  conne(5led  with  ex- 
perience and  wifdom.  Timothy  was  a  young 
man,  and  this  might  tend  to  prevent  his  recei- 
ving the  refpeft  due  to  the  office  he  held.    Hence 

*  ^|o»«<«^jydyj,  iranflated  rz//tffA,  Rom.  xii.  S.  i  Tim,  iii, 
4,  5-  iz.  V.  17. 
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Paul  fays,  **  Let  no  man  defpife  thy  youth,"  1  Tim. 
iv.  12.  M 

A  queftion  has  arifen  refpeftlng  the  choice  of 
paflors.  Does  this  belong  to  the  people,  or  did 
the  apoflles  or  evangelifls  ordain  thofe  whonx 
they  thought  beft  qualified,  without  confulting 
them  ?  An  argument  for  the  latter  opinion  has 
been  founded  on  the  defcription  of  the  charac- 
ter and  qualifications  of  elders  being  addrefledy 
not  to  the  churches,  but  to  the  evangelifls  Ti- 
mothy and  Titus,  and  on  their  being  direfted 
to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  no  man.  M 

In  truth,  the  appointment  of  elders,  in  one  view,™ 
was  not  left  either  to  the  apofl:les  or  to  the 
churches.  The  Lord  beftowed  the  neceflary 
gifts  upon  thofe  whom  he  intended  for  the  work, 
and  gave  commandment  by  his  apoftles,  tha< 
only  fuch  as  poflViTed  thefe  gifts  {hould  be  eallc 
to  the  office.  All  that  was  left  to  men,  therefore,^ 
was  to  judge  who  were  pofTelTed  of  proper  quali- 
fications. 

The  epiftles  to  Timothy  and  Titus  treat  ex^ 
prefsly  of  this  fubjed,  and  are  of  equal  authority 
with  every  otlier  part  of  revelation.  They  were 
intended,  not  merely  as  inftriidions  to  them,  but 
to  the  churches  among  which  they  laboured,  anc 
to  all  Chriftian  churches  to  the  end  of  the  world j 

Timothy  and  Titus  would  doubtlefs  enforce 
theff  iuflru6tions  on  the  confeiences  of  their  bre 
thren  ;  they  would  warn  them  againft  pleafinj 
themielves  in  this  as  inr  other  matters,  and  exhoi 
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them,  by  willing  fubjedlon  to  Chrift,  to  approve 
themfelves  to  him  as  in  every  other  part  of  their 
conduft.  This  is  equally  the  duty  of  any  man 
in  the  prefent  day,  by  whofe  labours  a  church 
may  be  colledled  ;  and  if  the  church  refufe  to 
walk  by  the  rule  of  Scripture  in  this  or  in  any 
other  refpedl,  he  is  called,  after  proper  confidera- 
tion  and  forbearance,  to  turn  away  from  them,  as 
negledljing  the  ordinances  of  Chrift.  Bait  if  he 
fhould  attempt  to  impofe  elders  upon  them  (al- 
though it  may  be  perfons  properly  qualified) 
without  their  free  confent,  he  would  manifeft  a 
fpirit  very  oppofite  from  that  of  the  apoftles.  So 
far  were  they  from  trying  to  exclude  the  churches 
from  whatever  they  were  engaged  in,  that  they 
requefted  and  ufed  their  affiftance  in  cafes  where 
we  might  imagine  they  would  not  have  confulted 
them.  After  the  apoftafy  of  Judas,  Peter  addref- 
fed  the  difciples,  and  ihewed  the  neceffity  of  chu- 
fing  an  apoftle  whofe  qualifications  he  defcribed. 
Accordingly  they  nominated  two,  and  then  refer- 
red the  decifion  to  the  Lord  himfelf.  The  apoftles 
did  not  interfere  in  the  choice  of  deacons,  but  left 
this  to  the  brethren,  A6ls  vi.  3.  although  they 
would  doubtlefs  have  pointed  out  their  error,  had 
they  chofen  men  not  polfefled  of  the  qualifications 
they  had  fhewn  to  be  neceflary.  When  Paul 
went  to  Jerufalem  with  the  contribution  of  the 
churches,  the  perfon  who  accompanied  him  was 
not  chofen  by  himfelf,  but  ordajned  (pkjgi^oToyjj^^/f) 
by  the  churches,  2  Cor.  viii.  19.    So  careiul  were 
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thefe  emi^ient  fervants  of  God  not  to  exercife  lord- 
fhlp  over  their  brethren  I 

That  the  pailoral  relation  between  teachers  or 
paftors  and  a  church  can  only  be  formed  by  mutual 
confent,  is  not  only  manifeft  from  tlie  conduft  of 
the  apoftlcs  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  but  is  ne- 
ceflarily  implied  in  the  nature  of  this  relation, 
conlidered  in  every  view.  It  is  not  lefs  abfurd 
to  maintain,  that  becaufe  we  have  no  direft  exam- 
ple of  a  church  chufing  its  elders,  that  this  mat- 
ter is  left  undetermined,  than  it  would  be  to  ar- 
gue, that  fmce  the  word  of  God  has  not  declared 
that  the  marriage  union  is  to  be  entered  into 
by  mutual  choice,  it  is  doubtful  whether  this 
be  required.  Such  obvious  principles  as  necef- 
farily  reiult  from  our  nature  and  circumftances,. 
are  frequently  taken  for  granted  in  Scripture.- 
Some  may  take  occafion  from  this  to  affirm,  that 
it  contains  no  precife  rule  for  church-order,  but 
with  equal  propriety  they  might  add,  that  it  is 
as  deficient  refpeding  rules  for  individual  con- 
duft.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fee  what  important 
purpofe  would  have  been  anfwered  by  that  mi- 
nutenefs  which  fome  appear  to  deem  eflential  to- 
perfpicuity  and  a  divine  appointment.  We  have 
already  obferved,  that  the  inftrudlions  which  re- 
fpe£l  nioral  condud  are  delivered  precifely  in  the 
fame  way  as  thofe  which  refpedl  church- order. 
It  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  many  who  at  pre- 
fent  will  not  admit  the  obligation  of  the  practices 
of  the  firft  churches,  as  the  laws  of  Chrift  for  the 
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focial  worfliip  of  his  people,  would  not  have  obey- 
ed them  under  whatever  form  they  might  have 
been  delivered.  There  cannot  be  a  more  ex- 
prefs,  perfpicuous,  or  indifputable  commandment 
than  that  delivered  by  our  Lord,  Matt,  xviii.  15, 
16,  17.  yet  how  many  Chriftians  habitually  and 
knowingly  difobey  it,  and  remain  in  fituations 
which  render  obedience  to  it  impra6licable  ! 

The  elders  in  each  church  compofed  a  prefby- 
tery,  that  is,  the  elderfhip.  This  word  (^rggo-Svreg/ov) 
only  occurs  once  in  the  New  Teftament,  1  Tim.  iv. 
14.  but  when  we  read  of  the  elders  of  a  particular 
church,  the  fame  thing  is  meant.  That  there  was 
in  every  church,  when  regularly  fet  in  order,  a 
plurality  of  paftors,  is  evident.  I  cannot  exprefs 
my  views  better  on  this  fubjedl,  than  by  quoting 
the  following  palTage  from  an  interefting  narrative 
lately  publiflied.  *  It  is  evident  to  me,'  fays  Mr 
Ballantine,  *  that  primitive  churches  had  a  plu- 
rality of  paftors,  or  a  prefbytery,  in  every  con- 
gregation. There  were  elders  in  the  church  at 
Jerufalem,  A6ts  xv.  2.  4.  Paul,  when  he  was  at 
Miletus,  fent  for  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Ephe- 
fus,  Adls  XX.  17.  and  there  appear  to  have  been 
feveral  of  them  in  that  church,  from  his  manner 
of  addreffing  them  on  that  occafion,  and  from  the 
diredlion  he  gives  Timothy  concerning  them, 
1  Tim.  V.  17.  Again  we  read,  A6ls  xiv.  23. 
*'  And  when  they  had  ordained  them  elders  in 
every  churchy  and  had  prayed  with  fafting,  they 
commended  them  to  the  Lord  on  whom  they  be- 
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lieved."  To  the  fame  purpofe  Paul  writes  to 
Titus,  "  Ordain  elders  in  every  city^  as  I  had  ap- 
pointed thee,"  Titus  i.  5.  This  exadly  accords 
with  what  we  read  in  the  epiftles  to  the  churches, 
Philip,  i.  1.  "To  all  the  faints  who  are  at  Phi- 
lippi,  with  the  hijhops  and  deacons."  Peter 
writes  to  the  elders  of  the  churches,  1  Epift.  v.  >■ 
James  alfo  exhorts,  chap.  v.  14.  **  Is  any  fic^^ 
among  you  ?  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the 
church."  It  is  true,  that  the  epiftles  of  Pet4H 
and  of  James  are  what  are  called  general  epiftles  ; 
but  certainly  tlie  lick  brother  muft  be  a  member 
of  a  particular  church,  and  who  can  the  elders  be 
for  whom  he  is  to  fend,  but  thofe  of  his  own 
church  ?  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark,  that  tliofe 
epiftles  which  are  called  general,  muft  become 
particular,  and  that  every  line  of  them  muft  be 
confidered  as  addrefled  to  that  church  in  whofe 
hands  they  are.  It  is  then  very  evident  that  the_ 
primitive  church  had  an  elderftiip,  or  preft)ytei 
in  each  church.  Indeed  we  read  of  no  church 
the  New  Teftament,  fo  far  as  I  recoiled,  fup] 
fed  complete,  or  keeping  all  the  ordinances 
delivered  to  them,  but  had  a  plurality  of  paftors] 
To  '*  fet  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting,  and 
ordain  elders  in  every  city,"  are  clofely  conjoint 
by  Paul,  Titus  i.  5.  The  only  paflage  which 
feems  to  fpeak  another  language,  is  Rev.  chap, 
and  iii.  But  we  are  certainly  to  explain  th< 
paiTages  that  are  dark,  by  thofe  on  the  fame  ful 
ie6t  that  are  clear  and  decifive.     We  know  thej 
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were  elders  in  the  church  at  Ephefus,  (Adls  xx. 
17.)  although  in  the  epiftle  to  that  church,  Rev. 
fi.  1.  we  read,  "  Unto  the  angel  of  the  church  of 
Ephefus  ;'*  the  conclufion  then  is  natural,  that  by 
angel  (which  fignifies  mejfenger)  we  are  either  to 
underftand  the  elders  of  that  church  colledtively, 
or  each  of  them  individually,  as  the  mejfenger  of 
Chriil  to  their  brethren  ;  even  as  the  prefiding 
ruler  in  the  fynagogue  (though  we  know  there 
were  more  rulers  than  one  in  each  fynagogue) 
was  called  Sheliah  Zibhor^  that  is,  the  angel  of  the 
church  or  congr£gation.  See  Prideaux's  Con- 
nexions, vol.  ii.  p.  399.  This  conclufion  is  the 
more  forcible,  if  we  confider  that  the  whole  book 
of  Revelation,  the  epiftolary  as  well  as  prophetic 
parts,  are  written  in  a  figurative  manner.  Al- 
though I  by  no  means  think,  that  the  epiftles  to 
the  feven  churches  are  myftical  prophecies  of 
feven  diftin£l  periods,  from  the  primitive  times 
of  Chriftianity  to  the  end  of  the  world,  yet  every 
body  muft  admit,  that  thefe  epiftles  partake,  in  a 
confiderable  degree,  of  the  figurative  language  of 
the  whole  book  *.     And   it   would   feem   to  me 

*  The  truth  of  this  remark  of  Mr  Ballantine,  is  evident  from 
the  whole  of  the  feven  epiftles.  Although  «7/,^f/ in  the  finsular 
be  u fed  in  all  thefe  epiftles,  yet  from  fome  parts  of  them  it  plain- 
ly appears,  that  a  plurality  of  perfons  are  addrefled  under  that 
name,  whether  we  underftand  the  prefbytery  or  the  church  at 
Jarge.  Thus,  chap.  ii.  to.  "  Behold  the  devil  fliall  caft  fome  of 
yon  (4^  vfA.ioi')  into  nrifon,  and  j^  (hall  have  (i^in)  tribulation," 
&c.  In  like  manner,  verfe  24.  "  but  unto  jow,"  (v^uv  e^i)  ; 
-and   verfe  15.  "  that  which  ye   have,"   (<»  iX>^ri).     It  is  true, 
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equally  eafy  to  build  the  whole  fabric  of  epii 
pacy  on  the  word  angel^  which  is  here  evidently 
ufed  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  as  to  ftiew  from  hence 
that  there  was  only  one  paftor  in  each  of  the  fe- 
ven  churches. 

'  But  as  every  ordinance  of  God  difcovers  the 
divine  wifdom  in  its   fubferviency  to  the  end  de- 
figned,  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe.     It  is  furely  a  rare 
thing  to  find  one  paftor  of  a  church  excelling  in 
every  grace  and  gift,  and  although  he  did,  the 
church  indeed  muft  be  few  in  number,  before  he 
could  faithfully  difcharge  all  the   pafloral  duties 
to  each  of  the  members.     If  public  preaching  be 
accounted  nearly   the   only  duty  of  the  pafloral 
office,  which,  alas  !   is  too  generally  fuppofed  and 
afted  on  as  a  principle,  through  habit  and  precon- 
ceived errors,   it  is  eafy  to  fee  how  people  may 
imagine  that  a  man  with  gifts   to  edification  may 
be  paftor  to  as  many  as  his  voice  can  reach  in  one 
place,  in   public  fpeaking.      But  take  into  view 
all  the  duties   conne6led  with  overjight  and  rui 
and   this   corrupt   principle   is   completely   ov< 
turned.     1  Pet.  v.  2,  3.    Heb.  xiii.  7.     When] 
church  is  fo  numerous   (I  do  not  mean  a  congi 
gation  fimply  fo  called,  for  a  paftor  can  only  havi 
relation  to  a  church  of  Chrift)  as  to  render  it  ii 
poffible  for  any  one  man  to  perform   the  paftoi 
duties  to  that  church,  or,  which  is  much  the  fai 

that  the  ftyle  in  thefe  epiftles  is  generally  thou  in  the  fingt 
This  is  very  common  when  a  colle^live  body  is  addrefled,  but  j 
individual  could  not  with  propriety  be  addrefled  in  the  plural^ 
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ling,  to  have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  each 
the  members,  as  a  pajlor^  ruler,  and  guide, 
there  is  great  danger  of  that  church  falling  into 
confufion  and  impurity.  It  is  vain  to  fiippofe 
that  thefe  may  be  prevented  by  the  watchfulnefs 
and  care  of  members  one  towards  another,  as  an 
efFedual  antidote  againft  impurity.  It  is  granted, 
if  members  do  not  ad  in  duty  one  towards  ano- 
ther, the  number  of  paflors  in  a  church  never 
could  fupply  the  deficiency,  nor  preferve  purity  ; 
but  if  God  never  has  prdained  the  duties  of  mem- 
bers to  each  other  to  be  a  fubftitute  for  the  elder- 
fliip,  it  is  foolifli  for  us  to  think  they  can  be  fo. 
It  is  only  a  fcheme  devifed  by  human  wifdom, 
and  can  never  anfwer  the  end.  If  any  one  fhould 
afk,  Why  ?  the  anfwer,  God  has  not  fo  ordained^ 
is  quite  fatisfa6lory  to  my  own  mind  ;  but  if  any 
inquire  further,  it  might  be  added,  No  member  of 
a  church,  however  much  he  attends  to  duties  to- 
wards his  brethren,  is  a  paftor,  ruler,  and  guide 
to  that  church,  till  his  brethren  chufe  and  ordain 
him  to  that  office.  And  fo  hath  the  Lord  oidain- 
ed  in  all  the  churches. 

'  It  is  alfo  reafonable,  as  well  as  fcriptural,  that 
the  number  of  pallors  in  a  church  Ihould  bear 
proportion  to  the  number  of  members.  A  mere 
plurality  of  elders  would  be  of  little  confequence, 
unlefs  thpir  number  and  diligence  anfwered  all  the 
exigencies  of  the  church. 

*  It  may  be  thought  fome  churches  are  fo  fmall, 
thac  a  p-urality of  pallors  would  be  fuperfluous  ; 
U 


but  I  am  perfuaded,  tliat  while  even  fuch 
have  only  one  paftor,  there  is  fomething  wanting 
among  them.  Infant  churches  may  indeed  be  fo 
weak  in  grace  and  gifts,  that  a  plurality  cannot 
be  obtained.  If,  however,  they  believe  that  a 
prefbytery  in  a  church  is  the  ordinance  of  God, 
and  that  the  treafures  of  grace  and  gifts  are  with 
Jefus  ;  and  if  they  add  to  this  every  exertion  in 
the  exercife  of  grace  and  gifts,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  Lord  will  amply  fupply  fuch 
churches.  '*  For  this  is  the  confidence  that  we 
have  in  him,  that  if  we  afk  any  thing  according 
to  his  will,  he  heareth  us,"  1  John  v.  14.  But 
unlefs  churches  believe  that  a  prefl>ytery  is  an 
ordinance  of  God,  and  look  to  him  for  it,  thej 
cannot  obtain  it  *.' 

Some  have  maintained  that  there  is  a  diftin£lion 
between  preaching  and  ruling  elders,  and  accord- 
ingly Pre{byterians  have  diftinguifhed  the  one  by 
the  name  of  minifters,  and  the  other  by  that  of 
.^Iders.  The  former  preach,  baptize,  and  difpei 
the  Lord's  fupper  ;  the  latter  are  members  of  wl 
is  called  the  feffion.  The  former  are  clergymen: 
the  latter  laymen,  and  are  ufually  called  lay-elders. 
We  may  fafely  affirm,  there  is  no  hint  in  the  New 
Teftament  of  the  diftmdHon  between  clergy  and 
laity.  This  was  one  of  the  fleps  of  the  myftery 
of  iniquity,  by  which  the  man  of  fin  acquired  fuch 
power  f.  m   I 

*  Eallaritine's  Obfcrvatlons  on  Confeflions  of  Faith,  &c.  note 
p   90,-94.  2d  edit.   Edin.  1804. 

f  Some  fay  the  diftindion  is  merely  nominal  j  by  the  forme 
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Dr  Campbell,  to  whofe  Ledures  we  have  had 
frequent  occafion  to  refer,  ably  expofes  the  evil 
and  abfurdity  of  the  diftin^lion,  as  well  as  the 
means  by  which  it  was  eftabliihed.  '  Before  fuch 
tenets  as  thefe,  fays  he,  which  favour  fo  much  of  the 
political  views  of  an  afpiring  faction,  and  fo  little 
of  the  liberal  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  could  2;enerally 
ob^^^ain,  feveral  caufes  had  contributed  in  prepa- 
ring the  minds  of  the  people.  On  every  occur- 
rence, the  paftors  had  taken  care  to  improve  the 
refpefl  of  the  lower  ranks,  by  widening  the  dif- 
tance  between  their  own  order  and  the  condition 
of  their  Chriftian  brethren  ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
had  early  broached  a  diftinftion,  which,  in  procefs 
of  time,  univerfally  prevailed,  of  the  whole  Chri- 
ilian  commonwealth  into  clergy  and  laity*  The 
terms  are  derived  from  two  Greek  words,  kM^o^, 
lot  or  inheritance,  and  xuog,  people.  The  plain 
intention  was  to  fuggeft,  that  the  former,  the 
paftors  or  clergy,  for  they  appropriated  the  term 
*A»jg«ff  to  themfelves,  were  feledted  and  contra- 
di^ftinguifhed  from  the  multitude,  as  being,  in  the 
prefent  world,  by  way  of  eminence,  God's  pecu» 
Hum,  or  fpecial  inheritance. 

*  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  a  claim  in  appear- 
ance more  arrogant,  or  in  reality  worfe  founded. 
God  is  indeed  in  the  Old  Teftament  faid  to  be  the 
inheritance  of  the  Levites,  becaufe  a  determined 

is  meant  thofe  who  hold  offices  in  the  church.  But  why  then 
are  the  deacons,  or  the  elders  in  the  Prefbyterian  connc<ftion„. 
who  certainly  hold  offices,  coDlulered  to  be  laymeaf 
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iliare  of  the  facrifices  and  offerings  made  to  God 
was  in  part  to  ferve  them  inftead  of  an  eflate  in 
}and,  fuch  as  was  given  to  each  of  the  other 
tribes.  But  I  pray  you  mark  the  difference  ;  no 
where  is  the  tribe  of  Levi  called  God's  inherit- 
nnce,  though  that  expreffion  is  repeatedly  ufed  of 
the  whole  nation.  Concerning  the  whole  Ifrael- 
itifli  nation,  Mofes,  who  was  himfelf  a  Levite, 
fays  in  an  addrefs  to  God,  Deut.  ix.  29.  '*  They 
are  thy  people,  and  thine  inheritance,  which  thou 
broughteft  out  by  thy  mighty  power."  The 
words  in  the  feptuagint  tranflation  de ferve  our 
particular  attention.  'Ovrei  ;i^»;  o-a  >^  kXti^oc  mt  »$ 
ilnyscytg  ik  yn?  AiyvTrns  if  m  ttr^vi  <r»  tjj  fCiyxXn.  The 
fame  perfons  are,  in  the  fame  fentence,  declared 
to  be  both  the  Xxog  and  the  tcXvi^og.  What,  fays 
the  canonifl,  at  once  laymen  and  clergy  ?  that  is 
certainly  abfurd  ;  the  charafters  are  incompati- 
ble ;  yet  it  did  not  then  appear  fo  to  Mofes. 
Now,  would  it  be  thought  reafonable  or  juft,  th 
what  was  allowed  to  be  the  privilege  and  t 
glory  of  every  Ifraelite,  under  the  more  fervil 
eftablifhment  of  Mofes,  fhould,  under  the  mon 
liberal  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  be  difclaimed 
by  all  thofe  difciples  of  Jefos  who  have  not  been 
admitted  into  the  facred  order,  which  they,  foi* 
this  reafon,  have  called  clerical. 

*  When  we  recur  to  the  ufe  of  the  term  in  the 
New  Teftament,  we  find  one  paffage,  and  but  one, 
wherein  it  is  applied  to  perfons.  The  paffage  is 
in  the  firft  epiflle  of  Peter,  the  fifth  chapter,  and 
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third  verfe,  which  is  thus  rendered  in  our  verfion: 
**  Neither  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but 
being  enfamples  to  ^he  flock."  The  words  in 
the  original  are,  (/.v^T  aq  Kv^nvcvm  "tav  KXn^m,  ctXXxir 
rvTTot  ym^ivoi  th  TcoifAna.  They  are  part  of  a  charge 
given  to  the  prelb,  ters,  or  paftors,  relating  to 
their  care  of  the  people  committed  to  them,  who 
are  called  God's  flock,  which  they  arc  command- 
ed to  feed,  of  which  they  are  to  take  the  overfight, 
not  the  maftery,  and  to  which  they  are  to  ferve  as 
patterns.  The  fame  perfons,  therefore,  who 
both  in  this,  and  in  the  preceding  verfe,  are  llyled 
jTWjtcw^v,  the  flock,  under  the  diredions  of  God's^ 
minifters,  the  fhepherds,  are  alfo  called  «/*!§«<,  his 
inheritance,  over  whom  their  paftors  are  com-* 
manded  not  to  domineer.  It  is  fomewhat  extra- 
ordinary, that  in  the  choice  of  diftindtions,  which' 
the  church- rulers  fo  foon  Ihewed  a  difpofition  to' 
afteft,  they  fliould  have  paid  almoft  as  little  at- 
tention to  the  llyle,  as  they  did  to  the  fpirit  and 
meaning  of  the  facred  booksv  Let  it  be  obferved 
then,  in  the  firft  place,  that  this  diftindion,  fo  far 
from  having  a  foundation  in  Scripture,  ftands  in 
dire6l  eontradidion,  both  to  the  letter  and  to  the 
fenfe  of  that  unerring  ftandard.  1  am  not  igno- 
rant that  fome  expofitors,  jealous  for  the  prieft- 
hood,  rendet  the  term  xA«gw  here,  the  church's 
pofleflrons.  Not  to  mention  that  this  explication 
but  ill  fuits  the  context,  and  annihilates  the  con- 
fraft  between  an  imperious  mafter  and  an  engaging 
pattern,  and  fiippofcth  an  aukward  ellipfis  in  the 
tvords,  allow  me  to  afk,  What  were  the  church's 
U3 
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poiTefTions  in  thofe  days  ?  Was  flie  fo  early  vei 
with  lands  and  hereditaments,  for  it  is  to  fuch 
only  that  the  term  KXn^<^,  when  denoting  property 
or  pofTcflion,  is  applied  ?  Or  have  thofe  interpre- 
ters been  dreaming  of  the  truly  golden  age  of 
Pope  Gregory  the  feventh,  when  the  patrimonies 
of  fome  metropolitical  and  patriarchal  fees  were 
Indeed  like  dukedoms  and  principalities,  and  the 
grand  hierarch  himfelf  could  difpofe  of  kingdoms 
and  empires  ?  In  the  apoftolic  times,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  church's  patrimony  conliiled  moftly,  I 
may  fay,  in  perfecution  and  calumny,  hatred  and 
derifion,  agreeably  to  the  predication  of  her  Lord.' 

_*  But  to   return   to   the  diftinftion   of  the 

whole  church  into  clergy  and  laity  ;  in  after  ages 
they  even  improved  upon  their  predeceflbrs.  The 
fchoolmen  (a  modeft  race,  all  clergymen)  thought 
it  was  doing  the  laymen  too  much  honour  to  de- 
rive the  name  from  xxog,  populus. .  It  fuited  their 
notions  better  to  deduce  it  from  /«««?,  lapis,  a  flone. 
Take  for  a  fpecimen  a  few  things  advanced  on 
this  fubjecl:  by  fome  celebrated  dodors,  as  quoted 
by  Altensfaig  in  his  Lexicon  Theologicum.  *  A 
clergyman  fignifies  a  learned  man,  fcientific,  Ikil- 
fal,  full  of  knowledge,  accomplifhed,  and  intelli- 
gent. A  layman,  on  the  contrary, •  fignifies  an 
unlearned  man,  unfKilful,  filly,  and  ^ony.  On 
this  account,  the  term  laic  or  layman  may  be 
derived  from  the  Greek  word  a««?,  which  in 
Latin  is  lapis,  or  a  (lone.  And  fo  every  clerk  or 
clergyman,  in  fo  far  as  he  is  a  clergyman,  is  re- 


» 


THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES.  235 

fpeflable ;  a  layman  again,  fo  far  as  he  is  fuch,  is 
defpicable.  Clergymen  alfo  are  as  a  body  juftly  fu- 
perior,  and  ought  to  have  precedency  of  laymen*.' 
To  thefe  I  (hall  add  the  fentiments  of  ^Cardinal 
Bona,  in  relation  to  the  care  that  ought  to  be 
taken  by  the  clergy,  that  laymen  may  not  be  al- 
lowed to  do  themfelves  harm  by  ftudying  the  pro- 
founder  parts  of  Scripture,  which  their  llupidity 
is  utterly  incapable  of  comprehending.  He  kind- 
i^fc  mentions,  at  the  fame  time,  the  books  which 
he  thinks  they  will  not  be  the  worfe  for,  and 
which,  therefore,  they  may  be  permitted  to  per- 
ufe.  '  Concerning  laymen,  in  whom  pride  the 
mother  of  blindnefs  reigns,  fo  far  as  refpeds  thofe 
things  which  regard  faith  and  morals.  For  when, 
like  idiots,  they  prefume  to  explain  the  facred 
writings,  which  are  the  mo{^  profound  of  all  wri- 
tings ;  and  again,  when  they  happen  to  poffefs 
any  external  accomplifhrnent,  they  defpife  all 
others,  and  being  thus  doubly  blinded  by  pride, 
they  defervedly  fall  into  that  worft  error  through 
which  they  are  infatuated  by  God,  fo  that  they 
know  not  how  to  difcern  what  is  good  and  what 
is  evil.  Wherefore,  let  not  laymen  read  all  the 
books  of  the  facred   Scripture.     For  as  there  is 


*  *  Capltur  clericus  pro  viro  docflo,  fcientifico,  perito,  fcientia 
pleno,  repleto  et  experto.  E  contra  laicus  capitur  pro  viro  in- 
dodlo,  imperito,  infipiente  et  iapideo.  Unde  laicus  dicitur  a 
}\.eu^  Graece.  quod  eft  lapis  Latine.  Et  fic  omnis  clericus,  in 
quantum  cltrlcus,  eft  laudabilis  ;  laicus  vero,  in  quantimi  laicus, 
eft  vituperandns,  Clerici  quoque  a  toto  genere  de  jure  prscpo- 
rrnntur,  et  debent  prseponi  iaicis.' 
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hothing  fo  facred,  or  falutary,  or  pious,  whic 
hath  not  chanced  to  be  abufed,  fo  hath  it  far 
with  books ;  with  refpe£t  to  which  the  fault 
not  in  the  writers,  but  the  wickednefs  is  in  the 
abufe.  They  are  not,  however,  to  be  reftrained 
from  moral  and  devout  works,  which  have  no 
difficulty,  or  ambiguity,  or  abfurdity  in  their 
tranflation  ;  of  which  fort  are  the  hiftories,  lives, 
or  legends  of  the  faints,  and  alfo  facred  medita- 
tions *.'  How  condefcending  is  the  good  Do6^or  ! 
He  does  not  abfolutely  prohibit  the  llupid  and 
conceited  generation  of  laymen  from  reading  fome 
of  the  plainer  books  of  Scripture j  and  indulges 
them  freely  in  what  is  better  for  them,  ftory- 
books  and  godly  meditations,  and  the  legends  of^ 
the  faints  f.' 


*  '  De  laicis  in  quibus  mater  cascitatis  fuperbia  regnat,  quai 
tenus  ad  ea  quae  funt  fidei  et  morum.  Cum  enim  ficut  idiotse 
prefnmunt  facram  fcripturatn  exponere,  quae  eft  profundiflima 
omninm  fcriptuTarum.  Cum  iterum  habeant  quandam  honefta-' 
tern  exteriorem,  contemnunt  vitam  omnium  aliorum,  et  raerito 
hujus  duplicis  fuperbiae  excsecantur,  iit  incidant  inerrorera  iftum 
peflimum,  per  quern  exciecantur  a  Deo,  ut  nefciant  difcernerc 
quid  bonum  eft  et  quid  malum.  Quare  non  omnes  fcripturce  li- 
bros  legant  laici.  Quoniam  nihil  eft  tam  farr<flum  et  falubre  et 
pium  quo  non  contingat  abuti,  frc  de  libris  evenit,  quorum  non 
eft  culpa,  neque  fcribentium,  fed  fcoelus  eft  in  abufu;  non  tamen 
arccndi  vidcntur  ab  opufculis  moralibus  et  devotis,  nuUaro  in  fe 
difficultatem,  nee  ambiguitatem.,  nee  abfurditatem  in  tranfla- 
tione  gcrcntibus,  cujufmodi  funt  hiftoriae,  vel  vitse,  vel  legendap 
fandlorum,  nee  non  raeditationes  fandae.' 

'\  Campbell's  LeAures  on  Ecclefiaftieal  Hiftory,  vol  i.  p  297, 
— 300.  303, — 305  Dr  Campbell  does  not  tranflate  thefc  paffa- 
ges  J  indeed  it  is  irapoffible  to  do  jufticc  to  the  original. 
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While  no  fuch  dift'indion  then  as  that  of  cler- 
gy and  laity  c^n  be  admitted  as  fcriptural,  it  does 
not  follow  that  there  may  not  be  a  diverfity  of 
gifts  among  elders,  nor  that  it  is  improper  for 
each  of  them  peculiarly  to  apply  his  mind  to, 
and  to  be  chiefly  engaged  in,  that  particular  de- 
partment of  duty  belonging  to  the  office,  for 
which  he  is  beft  qualified.  One  man  may  be 
bell  qualified  for  labouring  in  public  j  another 
may  be  his  fuperior  in  converfation,  and  may  emi- 
nently promote  the  edification  of  the  church  by 
more  private  admonition  and  inftru6tion.  He  may 
be  very  prudent  and  wife,  well  acquainted  with 
the  corruptions  of  the  human  heart,  poffefTed  of 
much  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God,  well  fitted 
for  warning  thofe  who  are  out  of  the  way,  and 
comforting  the  feeble-minded,  Ikilful  in  mana- 
ging the  tempers  of  men,  while  his  gifts  for  pu- 
blic preaching  are  not  fo  great  *.  This  is  con- 
^rmed  by  the  word  of  God,  "  Let  the  elders 
who  rule  well  be  counted  worthy  of  double  ho- 
nour, efpecially  they  who  laibour  in  the  word  and 
doftrine,"  1  Tim.  v.  17.  That  by  double  honour 
here  is  meant  larger   temporal  fupport,  is  evi- 

*  Dr  Franklin,  fojuftly  celebrated  for  his  wifdom  and  genius, 
feldom  or  never  made  a  fpeech  in  Congrefs :  yet  fuch  was  the  ef- 
tioiation  of  his  judgment  and  penetration,  that  his  opinion,  deli- 
vered in  a  fhort  fentence  or  two,  had  generally  the  greateft 
weight.  Mr  Addifon  had  no  talents  for  public  fpeaking.  Had 
thefe  men  been  members  of  a  church,  and  excelled  as  much  in 
the  knowledge  of  d'vine  things  as  they  did  in  other  things,  would 
they  not  have  been  eminently  (qualified  for  overfeeing  pr  feeding 
the  Hock  of  God  ? 
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dent,  not  only  from  the  frequent  ufe  of  the  word 
Tificn*  in  this  fenfe,  but  from  the  reafon  of  the  pre- 
cept ;  for,  adds  the  apoftle,  *'  Thou  fhalt  not 
muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn,  and  the 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  reward,"  ver.  18.  This 
fuppoit  is  to  be  be  (lowed  both  on  thofe  who  rule 
and  on  thofe  who  preach,  although  more  abun- 
dantly on  the  latter.  M 

Some,  in  order  to  avoid  a  diftindllon  between 
preaching  and  ruling  elders,  confider  the  precept 
to  refped  thofe  elders  who  are  laborious  in  the 
dlfcharge  of  their  duty;  but  this  implies  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  church  being  called  to  f  up  port,  in  a 
liberal  manner,  elders  who  were  not  laborious,  jj 
The  meaning  of  the  precept  feems  obvious,  that 
the  elders  who  faithfully  difcharge  their  duty 
ibould  be  liberally  provided  for,  but  that  this  was 
cfpecially  their  duty  towards  thofe  who  labour 
in  the  word  and  doflrine.  Their  gifts  were  fu- 
perior,  they  were  calculated  for  more  extenfive 
ufefulnefs,  they  would  require  to  devote  more  of 
their  time  to  ftudy  and  reading  ;  and  preaching  the 
gofpel,  not  merely  in  the  church,  but  to  unbelie^ 
vers  around  them,  they  ftood  in  need  of  more 
fupport  from  their  brethren. 

If  any  from  this  text  infer  that  the  elders  who 
rule  well  are  not  entitled  to  preach,  they  muft 
alfo  maintain  that  the  elders  who  preach  are  not 
entitled  to  rule  ;   a  reftri6tion   which   has  never 

*  Matt,  xxvii.  6.  p.  Aifls  iv.  34.  v.  2.  3,  vii.  16.  xix,  i^ 
xxviii.  10.     I  Cor.  vi.  zq.  &c. 
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been,  and  is  not  likely  to  be,  advanced.  We 
have  the  cleared  evidence  that  all  the  elders 
were  overfeers  of  the  flock.  There  was  no 
fuperioritj  of  office.  The  gift  of  one  might 
be  greater,  but  Hill  he  was  but  a  fellow-labourer 
with  his  brethren  in  the  prefbytery.  One  might 
be  better  qualified  for  one  part  of  duty,  another 
for  another ;  and  thefe  gifts  were  bellowed  to  be 
ufed  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  This  would 
be  beft  promoted  bv  each  attending  to  the  parti- 
cular line  of  duty  which  the  Lord  had  pointed 
out,  by  the  gifts  and  fuperior  aptitude  he  had  be- 
llowed. 

To  endeavour  to  maintain  an  equality  among 
the  elders,  by  infilling  that  each  Ihould  take  his 
turn  in  the  various  duties  of  the  office,  would  have 
been  facrificing  the  edification  of  the  churches  to 
the  jealoufy  which  might  arife  in  the  minds  of 
the  elders.  We  cannot  conceive  good  men  to  wiffi, 
nor  the  Lord  to  permit  this.  The  whole  of 
the  fpirit,  if  not  of  the  letter  of  the  precept, 
Rom.  xii.  0, — 8.  applies  as  well  to  a  preibytery 
as  to  a  church  :  *'  Having  then  gifts,  differing  ac- 
cording to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether 
^prophecy,  let  us  prophecy  according  to  the  pro- 
portion of  our  faith  ;  or  miniilry,  let  us  wait  on 
-our  miniftering  ;  or  he  that  teacheth,  on  teaching ; 
-or  he  that  exhoiteth,  on  exhortation  :  he  that  gi- 
jVeth,  let  him  do  it  with  liberality,  («^aot»t<, 
fee  2  Cor.  viii.  2.  ix.  11.  13.);  he  that  ruleth, 
with    diligence ;    he   that    flieweth   mercy,  with 
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cheerfulnefs.'*  Here  again  we  have  ruling  dif- 
tlnguiftied  from  teaching.  The  fame  dillindion 
is  made,  1  Cor.  xli.  28.  where  both  teachers 
and  governments  are  mentioned.  All  agree  that 
teaching  and  ruling  officially  in  the  church  is  con- 
fined to  the  elders.  It  therefore  appears  that 
fome  of  the  elders  were  chiefly  engaged  in 
preaching  the  word,  and  others  in  ruling,  becaufe 
thefe  feveral  gifts  had  been  beflowed  on  them. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  no  one  can  rule  in  a 
church  who  is  not  (^i^uKltKog^  fit  to  teach,  for  it 
is  a  rule  of  inflru6tion  and  perfuafion,  not  of 
force.  This,  therefore,  is  an  indifpenfable  quali- 
fication in  an  elder,  1  Tim.  iii.  2.  But  there  aril 
various  ways  of  teaching.  Some  excel  in  gifS 
for  teaching  more  publicly  ;  others  are  equally 
eminent,  or  more  fo,  in  a  lefs  public  manner.  Nei- 
ther gift  fhould  be  lofl  to  the  church.  The  elder 
who  pofTefTes  the  latter,  will  perhaps  be  as  ufeful 
in  the  church  as  the  other. 

The  right  which  thofe  who  preach  the  gof] 
have  to  live  by  the  gofpel,  is  clearly  Hated  ii 
Scripture.  The  apoftle  having  quoted  the  Mofa 
precept  of  not  muzzling  the  ox  which  treadeth  od 
the  corn,  fays,  "  Does  God  take  care  for  oxen  * 
or  faith  he  it  altogether  for  our  fakes  ?  For  oa 
fakes,  no  doubt,  this  is  written,  that  he  tha 
plougheth  fhould  plough  in  hope,  and  that  h 
that  threfheth  in  hope, -fhould  be  partaker  of  hi 
hope.  If  we  have  fown  unto  you  fpiritual  things  < 
is  it  a  great  thing  if  we  fhall  reap  your  carnt 
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things?"  1  Cor.  ix.  9, — 11.  Again,  "They 
which  wait  at  the  altar,  are  partakers  with  the 
altar ;  even  fo  hath  the  Lord  ordained,  that  they 
which  preach  the  gofpel  fhoiild  live  of  the  gof- 
pel,"  ver.  13, 14.  The  church  then  who  had 
the  ability,  without  the  inclination,  to  fupport 
one  or  more  who  (hould  devote  their  time  wholly 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  would,  it  appears,  be 
highly  blameable.  The  peculiar  advantages  pof- 
fefled  by  a  perfon  who  gives  himfelf  wholly  to 
the  word  of  God  and  prayer,  are  obvious  ;  but 
although  this  is  fir ongly  implied  in  Scripture,  the 
exhortation  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus  to  labour 
with  their  own  hands,  as  Paul  had  occaiionally 
done.  Ads  xx.  35.  removes  the  objection  that 
fome  churches  are  prevented,  by  poverty,  from 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  a  plurality  of  elders.  If  a 
church  be  able  to  maintain  their  elders,  it  is  their 
duty  to  do  fo ;  but  however  poor  and  incapable  of 
this,  they  may  have  their  bifhops  and  deacons,  as 
well  as  the  richeft. 

Although  women  were  not  fuffered  to  fpeak 
in  the  church,  1  Cor.  xiv.  34.  nor  to  teach  or 
ufurp  authority  over  the  man,  1  Tim.  ii.  12.  yet 
it  is  evident  that  women  were  employed  in  in- 
ftruding  their  own  fex  in  private.  Had  not  this 
been  the  cafe,  there  would  not  have  been  fo  many 
mentioned  in  the  Scriptures  as  labouring  in  the 
gofpel.  Prifcilla  is  thus  fpoken  of  in  feveral 
places.  She,  with  her  hufband,  is  %led  a  helper 
or  fellow-labourer  in  Chriil  with  Paul,  Rom, 
X 
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xvi.  3.  In  the  fame  chapter,  '*  Salute,"  fays 
**  Tryphena  and  Tryphofa  who  l-^ Loured  in  the 
Lord.  Salute  the  beloved  Perfis  (n«gff<3«  In?  xyV- 
«-i3T)j»)  who  laboured  much  in  the  Lord."  '*  I  in- 
treat  thee  alfo,  true  yoke-fellow,  help  thofe  wo- 
men who  laboured  with  me  in  the  gofpel,"  Phil, 
iv.  3.  yH 

It  appears,  that  where  proper  perfons  could  bW 
found  in   the   churches  of  the  female   fex,  they 
were  employed  in  teaching  and  watching   over 
their  own  fex.     In  1  Tim.  v.  ^,  10.  the  apollle 
gives  direflions   refpefting  their    qualifications 
•*  Let  not  a  widow  be  taken  into  the  number  und< 
threefcore  years  old,  having  been  the  wife  of  oi 
man,  well  reported  of  for  good  works  ;    if 
have  brought  up   children,   if  flie  have   lod| 
Urangers,  if  fhe  have  wafhed  the  faints   feet, 
ihe  have  relieved  the  afflicted,  if  fhe  have  diliger 
ly  followed  every  good  work."     *  This,  and  tl 
other  good  works,'   fays   Dr  Macknight,  '  m« 
tioned  by  the  apoftle,  being  attended  with   gr< 
-expence,  the  poor  widows  who  defired  to  be  t] 
ken  into  the  number  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  ha"^ 
performed  them  at  their  own  charges.     I  thei 
fore  fuppofe    the   apoille  is  fpeaking  of  femt 
deacons^  who   had  been  employed  in   the  offi( 
here  mentioned   at  the  common  expence ;  con: 
quently   the  meaning  of  the   direftion  will 
that,  in  choofing  widows^  Tiracthy  was  to  prefe 
thofe  who  rorm  jly  bad   been   employed   by  th 
church  as  dcaCOnnefFwS,   and  had  difcharg .  d  thi 
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office  with  faithfulnefs  and  propriety.  For  fince 
thefe  women  had  fpent  the  prime  of  their  life  in 
the  laborious  offices  of  love  mentioned  by  the 
apoftle,  without  receiving  any  recompence  but 
maintenance,  it  was  highly  reafonable,  when 
grown  old  in  that  good  fervice,  to  promote  them 
to  an  honourable  fun6lion,  which  required  know- 
ledge and  experience,  rather  than  bodily  ftrength, 
and  which  was  rewarded  with  a  liberal  mainte- 
nance *.' 

The  fame  perfons  are  fpoken  of  Titus  ii.  3,^ 
"  The  aged  women  (9rgs(rySy]<^«f,  the  female  elders^, 
as  fome  render  it)  likewife,  that  they  be  in  beha- 
viour as  becometh  holinefs,  that  they  may  teach 
the  young  women  f,"  &.c.  We  may  eafily  fee 
how  ufeful  fuch  perfons  were  likely  to  prove,  ef- 
pecially  when  jealouiy  rendered  the  intercourfe  of 
men  and  women,  nfual  among  us,  either  difficult 
or  improper.  That  this  office  continued  in  the 
Chriftian  churches  for  feveral  centuries,  appears 
from  Epiphanius,  Theophyla6t,  Theodoret,  and 
other  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians.  See  Smceri  Tbefaur, 
on  the  Word,  II.  p.  289.  and  Bingham's  Origines 
Ecclefiajiic,  Book  II.  ch.  30.  Chryfoftom  (as 
quoted  by  Whitby)  fays,  that  the  apoftle  in  thefe 

*  See  Macknight  on  the  Epiftles,  in  loc. 

\  It  is  evident  that  thefe  women  were  in  fome  office,  for  age 
and  chiara(fleF  were  not  neceiTiiry  to  entitle  a  widow  to  fupport; 
this  is  due  to  every  poor  member.  This  view  of  thefe  direc- 
tions alfo  explains  the  precept  (,f  refufing  the  younger  widaws. 
The  cares  of  a  family  would  unfit  them  for  this  work,  and. 
tbey  Plight  even  marry  heathens,  and  draw  back  to  perdition. 
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places  fpeaks  of  what  becomes  the  mln'ijlry.     Sec 
Dr  Whitbj  on  1  Tim.  iii.  11. 

In  A6ls  vi,  we  have  an  account  of  the  origin 
of  the  office  of  dea^ll^  in  the  church  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  The  church  at  Philrppi  alfo  had  its  dea- 
cons, Phil.  i.  1.  and  we  have  the  charafter  necef- 
farj  for  the  office,  delineated  with  the  fame 
precifion  as  that  of  elder,  1  Tim.  iii.  To 
the  poor  the  gofpel  is  preached.  Among  them 
it  has  been  principally  fuccefsful,  and  every 
church  of  Chrift  will  have  the  poor  ever  vn\h 
them  ;  this  office  then  muft  always  be  nee  ffary. 
There  were  no  honorary  offices  in  the  churches 
of  Chrift.  The  faithful  difcharge  of  the  duties 
of  any  office  certainly  entitles  a  member  to  re- 
fpeft  from  his  brethren  ;  their  defign,  however, 
was  not  to  raife  one  member  above  another,  but 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  whole  body. 

As  the  deacons  were  appointed  to  attend  to  the 
cafes  of  the  poor,  and  to  diftribute  the  alms  of 
the  church,  their  office  neceffarily  called  them  to 
vifit  the  members,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  poorer 
fort.  This  alfo  would  affi^rd  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  giving  fuitable  admonitions,  and  their  cha- 
r after,  which  is  defcribed  to  direft  the  churches  in 
the  choice  of  them,  fhews  that  they  muft  he  well 
qualified  for  this  duty.  It  is  unneceflary  to  infift 
on  the  advantages  which  muft  arife  to  a  church 
from  perfons  condufting  themfelves  properly  in 
this  office,  x«aS5  hxicovr,(ruv%,  1  Tim.  iii.  14.  The  1 
deacons  are  probably  mentioned  under  the  name 
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of  helps,  1  Cor.  xli.  28.  They  were  indeed  helps 
to  the  elders.  The  chief  object  of  the  latter  of- 
fice is  the  fpiritual  concerns  of  the  members, 
without  however  excluding  attention  to  their  tem- 
poral neceffities.  The  great  objed  of  the  former 
office  is  the  care  of  the  temporal,  but  not  to  the 
exclufion  of  fpiritual  concerns. 

The  deacons  in  the  apoftolic  church  were  not 
all  of  one  fex.  Phebe  was  a  deaconefs  of  the 
church  of  Cenchrea,  euo-«v  ^tMcovovy  Rom.  xvi.  1. 
and  we  have  direftions  for  chufing  them,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  other  fex,  1  Tim.  iii.  2.  rwxiKxs 
eos-ctvluq  (Tifivi^i,  "In  like  manner  mull  the  women  be 
grave."  This  is  the  proper  verfion  of  the  origi- 
nal, and  not  as  we  read  it,  their  wives  *. 

It  is  very  common  to  deem  whatever  is  un- 
ufual  to  be  abfurd,  and,  to  fome  readers,  this  will 
probably  feem  fo.  However,  to  ftiew  that  the 
perfualion  that  fuch  an  office  exifted  is  not  a  no- 
velty, I  (hall  quote  Dr  Macknight's  note  on  the 
verfe.  *  In  tranflating  rwa/xa?,'  fays  he,  '  by  the 
yNovAwomen^  I  have  followed  the  Vulgate,  which 
hath  here,  Mulieres  Jlmiliter  pudicaSyth^  women 


*  ywn  Is  always  tranllated  nvaman,  unlefs  the  conne<^ion 
limits  it  to  a  wife.  This  is  not  the  cafe  here.  A  Proteftant 
tranflator,  in  his  zeal  againft  the  Romifli  celibacy,  tranflated 
A<5ls  i.  14.  **  Thefe  all  continued  in  prayer  and  fupplication 
with  their  ivives."  His  tranflation,  and  the  common  one  of 
this  paflage,  are  of  equal  authority.  Archbiftiop  Nevvcome  ren- 
ders it  in  his  tranflation,  the  female  deaconejfes,  as  alfo  in  Rom* 
xvi.  I. 
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m  like  manner  mufl:  be  modeft  ;  becaufe  I  feen^ 
reafon  for  its  being  made  a  qualification  of  dea- 
cons to  have  v/Ives  vigilant  and  faithful  in  all 
things  ;  efpecially  as  it  is  not  made  a  qualification 
of  bifliops  to  have  wives  of  that  charader.  Be- 
fides,  Chryfoflom,  and  the  Greek  commentators, 
with  the  moft  ancient  Latin  fathers,  were  of  opi- 
nion that  the  apoftle,  in  this  paffage,  is  fpeaking  >H 
both  of  thofe  women  who  in  the  firft  age  were 
employed  in  miniftering  to  the  afilicled,  and  of 
thofe  who  were  appointed  to  teach  the  young^ 
of  their  own  fex  the  principles  of  religion.  As 
th€  manners  of  the  Greeks  did  not.permit  men 
to  have  much  intercourfe  with  women  of  charac-  . 
ter,  unlefs  they  were  their  relations,  and  as  the'; 
Afiatics  were  ftill  under  greater  reftraints,  it  was^ 
proper  that  an  order  of  female  teachers  fhould  be 
iryftituted  in  the  church  for  inftru£ling  the  young, 
of  their  awn  fex.  .  Of  thefe,  I  think,  the  apoftle 
writes  in  his  epillle  to  Titus,  ch.  ii.  3,  4.  where 
he  gives  an  account  of  their  office,  and  calls  them^| 
Il^£5-«t/T/^«5,  female  elders,  becaufe  of  their  age. 
And  it  is  believed  that  they  are  the  perfons  call- 
cd  widows^  of  w^hofe  maintenance  hy  the  churcb; 
the  apoftle  fpeaks,  1  Tim.  v.  2.  and  whofe  cha- 
ra6ler  and  ft  ate  he  there  defcribes^  ver.  9,  10. 
Farther,  Clement  of  Alexandria  reckons  widows 
among  ecclefiaftlcal  perfons,  Paedag.  Lib  iii, 
cap.  12.  *  There  are  many  precepts  in  Scripture- 
concerning  thofe  who  are  chofen,  fome  for  priefts^' 
others  for  biihops,  others  for  deacons,  others'  for 
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widows.*  Grotius  tells  us,  thefe  female  prefby- 
ters  or  elders  were  ordained  by  the  impofition  of 
hands,  till  the  council  of  Laodicea  ;  and  for  this 
he  quotes  the  eleventh  canon  of  that  council. 
From  what  is  faid  of  Euodias  and  Syntyche,  Phi- 
lip, iv.  2.  it  is  probable  they  were  female  prefby- 
ters.  Perhaps  alfo  Prifcilla,  Tryphaena,  and 
Tryphofa,  were  of  the  fame  order,  with  fome 
others,  whom  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans  he  fa- 
lutes,  Rom.  xvi.  3.  12.  as  labouring  in  the  Lord*' 

*  For  thefe  reafons,  I  think  the  apoftlein  iTim. 
iii.  11.  defcribes  the  qualifications  not  of  the  dea- 
cons wives,  but  of  the  women  who  in  the  firft 
age  were  employed  by  the  church  to  minifter  to 
the  fick  and  afflided,  and  to  inflrud  the  young  of 
their  own  fex  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftiaa 
faith.' 

The  Doctor's  note  on  Romans  xvi.  1.  is 'to  the 
fame  purpofe.  *  Cornelius  Nepos,  in  the  preface 
to  his  hiilory,  fpeaking  of  the  manners  of  th^ 
Greeks,  informs  us,  that  it  was  not  cuftomary 
with  them  to  have  free  accefs  to  the  company  of 
women  of  virtue,  unlefs  they  were  their  relations. 
His  words  are,  *  Many  things  are  efteemed  pro- 
per amongfl  us,  which  appear  fhameful  amongft 
them.  What  Roman  is  ever  afliamed  to  intro- 
duce his  wife  to  a  feaft  ?  or  what  miftrefs  of  a 
family  does  not  fit  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and 
entertain  the  company  ?  But  in  Greece  it  is  very 
different  ;  for  there  a  woman  is  not  adm'tted  to 
an  entertainment,  unlefs  the  company  confill  only 
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of  relations  of  the  family.  They  alfo  (it  in  a  re- 
tired part  of  the  houfe,  which  is  called  Tv^AtKbum^ 
into  which  only  near  relations  are  admitted*.* 
In  Alia,  the  female  fex  were  under  ftill  greater 
reftraints.  Wherefore,  as  the  Chriflian  religion 
was  firfl  fpread  in  Afia  and  Greece,  it  is  evident 
that  fuch  of  the  female  fex  as  needed  other  in- 
flru^lion  befides  what  was  given  in  the  public  af- 
femblies,  muft  have  received  it  in  private  from 
fome  of  their  own  fex  who  were  appointed  to 
teach  them.  Accordingly  we  learn  from  the 
New  Teftament,  and  from  the  moft  ancient  Chri- 
flian writers,  that  even  in  the  apoftles'  days,  fome 
women  remarkable  for  their  knowledge,  pru- 
dence and  piety,  and  of  a  fit  age,  were  chofen  to 
inftru^l  the  newly  converted  and  the  young  of 
their  own  fex,  and  to  exhort  the  fick  and  comfort 
the  affli£ted,  who  could  not  attend  the  public  mi- 
niftrations.  Thefe  female  teachers  are  mention- 
ed under  the  appellation  of  widows^  1  Tim.  v.  3.- 
where  alfo,  ver.  9.  their  cbaraBer  and  deSiion  are 
defcribed.  Farther,  as  the  firft  Chriftlans  were 
remarkable  for  their  love  to  each  other,  th^y  ap- 
pointed in  every  church  men  to  whom  they  gave 

*  •  Pleraque  noftris  moribus  funt  decora,  quae  apud  illos  tur« 
pia  putantur.  Quern  enim  Romanoruni,  pudet  uxoiem  ducere 
in  convivium  ?  aut  cujus  mater  tamilias,  non  primum  locum  te- 
net aedium,  atque  in  celebritate  verfatur?  quod  multo  fit  alitor 
in  Graecia.  Nam  neque  in  convivium  adhibetur,  nifi  proojJiquo- 
rum  :  neque  fedet.  nili  in  interiors  parte  aedium,  quae  Tvnenn- 
tn-vKi^  gyntxconitis  adpellatur,  quo  nemo  accedit,  nifi  propinqna 
cognatione  conjungitur.' 
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the  appellation  of  deacons,  whofe  office  it  was  to 
make  colle«flions  for  the  poor,  and  to  apply  thefe 
collections  in  relieving  widows  and  orphans  who 
were  deftitute,  the  fick  alfo,  and  the  imprifoned 
for  their  religion,  whom  they  vifited  and  com- 
forted with  the  greatefl  tendernefs.  In  like  man- 
ner, they  appointed  women  whom  they  named 
deaconefles,  to  perform  the  fame  offices  to  the 
diftreffed  of  their  own  fex,  and  whom  for  that 
purpofe,  they  fupplied  with  money  out  of  the 
church's  funds.  The  charader  and  office  of  thefe 
female  deacons  the  apoftle  has  defcribed,  1  Tim. 
V.  9.,  and,  verfe  10.  orders  the  widows,  or  female 
preffiyters,  to  be  chofen  from  among  them.  The 
deaconefs  is  alfo  defcribed,  1  Tim.  iii.  11.  and 
in  the   apoftolical   conftitutions,  lib.  iii.  cap.  15. 

utKOfv  vTrs^io-tec^.  "  Ordain  alfo  a  deaconefs  who  is 
faithful  and  holy,  for  the  miniftries  towards  the 
women."  Ignatius  like  wife  in  his  epiftle  ad  An- 
tiochens,  No.  xii.  thus  writes,  *'  I  falute,  ru?  » 
X|ifA>  JiaxovB?,  the  deaconefles  in  Chrill."  Pliny 
too,  in  his  famous  letter  to  the  emperor  Trajan, 
mentions  them ;  for  he  told  him,  that  in  order  to  get 
certain  information  concerning  the  Chriftians,  he 
had  put  two  maid  fervants  to  the  torture,  who 
were  called  among  the  Chriftians  minijirce^  that 
is.  deaconejfesy  expefting  no  doubt  that,  as  they 
were  of  the  weaker  fex,  and  held  an  office  in  the 
church,  they  would  be  conftrained  to  difcover  the 
fecrets  of  their  religion.     His  words  are,  ^  Qa 
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which  account,  I  judged  it  the  more  neceflary  to 
endeavour  to  afcertain  the  truth  by  torment- 
ing two  handmaids,  who  were  called  fervants  *.' 
The  office  of  female  deacon  being  of  fuch  early 
inftitudon,  and  of  fuch  utility,  it  is  probable 
Phaebe  held  that  office  in  the  church  of  Cenchreae. 
For  (he  is  not  only  called  ^<«>tov6v,  a  deaconejs,  but  » 
ffie  is  faid  to  have  performed  the  offices  of  a  dea-  f 
conefs,  ver.  2.  *'  She  hath  been  a  helper  of  many, 
and  of  myfelf  alfo  ;"  at  lead  Origen  and  Chry- 
foftom  underftood  the  apoftle  as  fpeaking  of  a 
female  deacon  in  this  pafTage  |.* 


Section    IL 

We  have  feen  that  the  apoflolic  churches 
had  always,  when  fully  fet  in  order,  a  plurality 
of  elders,  or  a  prelby tery .  This,  as  other  record- 
ed examples,  the  churches  are  certainly  bound  to 
follow  in  every  age,  and  indeed,  if  we  confider 
the  importance  of  the  office,  it  will  appear  that 
one  man  is  inadequate  to  its  duties.  Thefe  are 
fo  numerous,  and  the  neceflary  gifts  fo  various, 
that  we  cannot  expe£t  to  find  them  in,  or  properly  • 
performed  by  one  man.     Befides,  a  fingle  elder 


illis,  qiisai 
iviaerere.     J 


*   Qno  raagis  necelTarium  credidi,  ex  duabus   ancil 
Minjftrae  dicebantur,  quid  f  flet  veri,  et  per  tormenta  qvigerere.     . 

f  See  Mackniglit  on  the  Epill. ;'«  loc.     See  alio  Scott,  GuifeJ 
Doddridge,   Grotius,  Hammond,    Le   Clerc   and    Whitby,    '" 
\  Tiro.  V.  who  all  urxjerftand  the  pafi'age  ia  this  fei\fe. 
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under  great  temptation,  either  to  become  felf- 
willed,  and  to  endeavour  to  rule  according  to  his 
own  pleafurc,  from  having  no  equals  in  the 
church  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  danger 
left  he  be  defpifed,  and  his  opinion,  being  confi- 
dered  only  that  of  an  individual,  not  to  be  regard- 
ed fo  much  as  it  ought.  He  will  alfo  be  very  apt 
to  fall  into  a  carelefs,  flovenly  way  of  carrying  on 
the  bufinefs  of  the  church.  This  is  almoft  the 
certain  confequence  of  any  perfon  having  too 
much  to  do.  Befides,  where  there  is  but  one 
elder,  if  he  die  or  leave  the  church,  they  are  in 
an  impcrfed  ftate,  and  without  any  ruler  until 
another  be  chofen. 

Under  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  pronenefs  to  err, 
a  fingle  tlder  cannot  but  be  difpofed,  on  fome  oc- 
calions,  to  confult  thofe  on  vvhofe  judgment  he 
moft  relies.  Through  the  corruption  of  human 
nature,  this  is  apt  to  excite  jealoufy  in  a  church, 
and  to  make  the  members  conlider  themfelves  as 
in  part  ruled  by  thofe  who  are  not  in  office.  Eve- 
ry caufe  or  occafion  of  jealoufy  in  a  church  fhould, 
as  much  as  poffible,  be  prevented.  Now  there  is 
lefs  danger  of  jealoufy  being  excited  by  a  prefby- 
tery,  than  by  perfons  not  in  office.  Belides,  we 
have  more  reafon  to  expedl  that  the  Lord  will 
guide  thofe  whom  he  fets  over  a  church,  when 
confulting  about  its  affairs.  If  there  be  only  one 
elder,  and  if  he  does  not  confult  fome  of  the  bre- 
thren on  any  difficult  cafe  which  may  come  before 
the  church,  he  may  fall  into  an  error,  and  be  the 
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occafion  of  much  fin  ;  but  in  a  multitude  of  coun* 
fellors  there  is  fafety.  m 

Befides  the  example  of  the  firft  churches,  there 
are  alfo  important  reafons  for  each  church  having 
a  plurality  of  deacons  as  well  as  elders.  It  would 
be  improper  that  an  individual  fhould  have  the 
charge  of  money  matters.  This  might  give  birth 
to  very  unjuft  fufpicions.  The  number  of  elders 
or  deacons  is  not  mentioned,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of 
the  feven  at  Jerufalem.  We  mull  aft  refpefting 
this  according  to  circumftances.  A  large  church 
requires  more  than  a  fmall  one.  We  are  not  pre- 
vented from  exercifing  our  judgment  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  churches  ;  only  we  mufl  beware 
left  our  notions  of  fitnefs.  and  expediency  fet  afide 
any  ordinance  of  Jefus,  however  minute  it  may 
appear. 

In  the  rule  or  overfight  of  the  church  it  is  evi- 
dent, unlefs  it  be  very  fmall,  one  man  can  do  but 
little.  The  ordinary  walk  and  converfation  of 
the  members  cannot  be  fo  well  known,  as  when 
feveral  confider  this  to  be  their  peculiar  care. 
We  have  feen,  that  although  thofe  who  preach 
the  gofpel  have  a  right  to  live  by  the  gofpel,  the- 
churches  are  not,  in  all  cafes,  burdened  with  the 
fupport  of  their  paftors.  If,  indeed,  their  circum- 
ftances admit  of  it,  and  th^y  negleft  it,  they  dif- 
regard  the  appointment  of  Chrift,  who  commands 
that  thofe  who  are  taught  communicate  to  their 
teachers  in  all  good  things.  It  is  by  no  means, 
however,  abfolutely  neceflary  that  all,  or  even 
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that  any  one  of  the  elders  fliould  leave  their 
worldly  employments,  unlefs  the  concerns  of  the 
church  render  it  necelTary,  and  they  be  able  to 
provide  for  them.  When  paftors  of  Chriftiaii 
churches  lay  afide  fecular  bufinefs^  this  ought  not 
to  be  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  worldly  refpe^ta- 
bility,  but  becaufe  their  attending  to  this,  and 
to  their  paftoral  duties,  is  ^pt  to  interfere.  The 
elders  of  Ephefus  were  exhorted  to  labour  with 
their  hands,  not  merely  for  their  own  fupport,  but 
that  they  might  be  able  to  relieve  others. 

It  is  of  much  importance  that  the  elders  fhould 
ufe  their  feveral  gifts  for  the  edification  of  the 
church  ;  that  thofe  who  chiefly  excel  in  public 
preaching  iliould  thus  be  employed,  while  their 
brethren  in  the  prefbytery  are  attending  to  that 
for  which  they  are  beft  qualified.  This  is  com- 
pletely according  tc;  the  fpirit,  and  in  no  degree 
oppofite  to  the  letter  of  Scripture.  The  elders 
are  all  equals  in  office,  but  an  equality  of  gifts 
among  them  is  not  to  be  expe6ted.  Where  the 
elders  and  the  church  are  of  a  proper  temper, 
there  will  be  no  difputing  on  this  head. 

To  require  a  confiderable  meafure  of  gifts  for 
public  fpeaking,  as  effential  to  an  elder,  mull  pre- 
clude the  exiftence  of  a  prefbytery  in  moft,  at 
leafl  in  many  churches.  As  to  public  preaching, 
the  number  of  the  church  is  of  no  confequence. 
It  is  as  eafy  to  preach  to  five  hundred  as  t  >  fifty. 
The  gifts  of  fome  are  at  once  calculated  to  attradt 
the  attentioa  of  the  carelefs,  and  to  edify  believers, 
Y 
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In  this  country,  the  members  of  the  chufch  often 
form  afmall  proportion  of  the  affembly  on  the 
Lord's  day.  Ought  we  not  to  ftudy  to  promote 
the  glory  of  Chrift  in  their  converfion  and  inflruc- 
tion  ?  Are  not  all  things  to  be  done  to  edifica- 
tion *  ?  Is  it  neceflary  that,  becaufe  the  church 
requires  feveral  eldess,  they  fliould,  in  their  turn^ 
conduft  the  public  fervlce  ?  Where  this  has  been 
the  cafe,  what  has  been  the  confequence  in  fome 
churches?  few,  befides  the  church,  have  attended, 
and  an  apparent  difregard  abotkt  the  converfion  of 
finners,  and  a  difufe  or  negleft  of  the  means  by 
which  it  is  efFefted,  have  taken  place,  to  the  gre 
injuKy  of  the  power  of  religion,  even  in  the  me 
bers  of  the  church. 

Every  church  ought  diligently  to  feek  after  t 
converfion  of  others,  and  to  caufe  the  gofpel 
found  out  from  them.  If  a  church  grow  indiffe- 
rent about  thofe  who  are  without,  it  is  a  proof 
that  religion  does  not  flourifh  within  f . 


*  This  is  a  jreneral  rulv",  provided  we  never  employ  it  to 
afide  or  add  to  the  ordinances  of  Ghrift. 

t  We  know  that  the  ai>oflles  remained  in  Jerufalem  after 
"^ers  were  ordained-  However  well  qualified  thefe  elders  were, 
we  CJtnnot  fuppofe  them  equal  to  the  apoftles  in  gifts  for  edify- 
ing the  church,  or  for  alarming  the  carelefs.  In  this  cafe  we  may 
well  fuppofe  the  apoftles  would  generally  preach  in  public,  efpe. 
daily  when  unbelievers  were  preftnt :  and  yet  the  elders  had 
much  to  attend  to,  in  overfeeing  the  brethren,  and  inftrucfling 
them  in  private.  Now,  though  the  apoftles  have  no  fuccflbrj 
as  fuch,  and  the  elders  are  all  equal,  can  there  be  any  impropri- 
cx.y  in  each  ufing  his  peculiar  gifts  for  the  glory  of  G»i)  ift  ?  N.a 
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The  ftate  of  our  own  country  is  peculiarly  fa- 
vourable, in  fome  refpefls,  for  fpreading  the  gof- 
pel.  Amidft  many  evils  attending  that  indifcri- 
minate  profeflion  which  is  fo  general,  there  is  one 
advantage.  Many  come  to  hear  the  gofpel,  and 
fuch  fliould  ever  be  encouraged,  by  the  bell  ac- 
commodations in  our  power,  to  be  prefent  at  the 
meetings  of  the  churches  of  the  faints  ;  nor  fliould 
any  thing  be  omitted  to  attrad  their  attention,  un- 
kfs  it  mifreprefent  or  corrupt  the  gofpel,  or  the 
inftitutions  of  Chrifl.  No  ftumbling-block  fliould 
be  put  in  the  way  of  Jew  or  Gentile,  or  of  the 
church  of  God.  Pallors  and  churches  fliould  be- 
ware left  the  miniftry  of  reconciliation  be  blamed 
for  their  faults,  errors,  or  weakneifes. 

It  feems  very  defirable  that  there  fliould  be  at 
lead  one  paftor  in  every  church,  whofe  time  fliall 
be  wholly  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry^ 
who  flaall  give  himfelf  wholly  to  reading,  medi- 
tation, and  prayer,  1  Tim.  iv.  15.  A  paftor  fup- 
ported  by  the  church  that  he  may  be  thus  em- 
ployed, is  nowife  fuperior  to  his  brethren  in  the 
elderfliip  ;  but  if  his  gifts,  or  education,  or  his 
ftudies,  fit  him  not  only  to  edify  the  church,  but 
peculiarly  qualify  him  to  afte6l  the  carelefs^ 
ought  not  thefe  to  be  employed  as  his  ftrength 
will  permit  ? 

It  is  true,  the  apoftle  fuppofes  that  an  unbe- 
liever may  come  in  when  the  brethren  were  ex- 
are  they  not  bound  to  do  it,  unlefs  Scripture  has  faid  that  each- 
elder  is  to  attend  exadlly  to  the  fame  thing  i 
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horting   one   another,  and  be  convinced  and 
verted,  1  Cor.  xiv.  23.  25.  and  no  doubt  God  i 
and  does  blefs  the  exhortations  of  the  brethren 
but   experience  proves  what  we  muft  reafonably 
expeft,  that  where  means   are   not  ufed  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  carelefs,  few  attend,  and  coi 
paratively  little  good  is  done.     Indeed  the  appi 
rent  indifference  of  fome  churches,  and  their  ni 
gle£l  in  ufing  proper  means  for  the  converfion  of^ 
linners,   has  prejudiced  many  of  God's  people  al- 
together againft  fcriptural  churches  ;   giving  too 
much  reafon  for  the  charge,   that   their  numbc 
have   been  kept  up  by  Chriftians  leaving  oth( 
focieties,  while  few  have  been  brought  to  a  kno) 
ledge  of  the  truth  amongft  themfelves.     Surelj 
there  muft  have  been  utterly  a  fault  in  their  fj 
tern,   or  God  would  have  countenanced  his  o^ 
ordinances,  not  only  for  the  edification  of  beli< 
vers,  but  for  the  converfion  of  finners.     We  ar< 
by  no  means,  however,  to  exclude  mutual  exhor- 
tation  in  the  churches.     This  is  enjoined  by  tfafl    I 
Lord,  and  anfwers  many  important  purpofes. 

It  is  objected  to  elders  being  engaged  in  fecu- 
lar  bufinefs,  that  they  have  not  time  for  lludy- 
ing  the  Scriptures  fo  as  to  teach  others  ;  but  if  a 
man's  mind  be  fpiritual,  if  he  meditate  day  and 
night  on  the  law  of  God,  he  will,  through 
the  grace  of  Chrift,  be  fitted  for  inftrufting  his 
brethren,  provided  he  has  fuitable  gifts  for  the 
work.  Whether  the  elders  of  the  church  of 
Ephefus  had  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
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we  cannot  tell.  It  is  probable  that  they  had. 
But  extraordinarj  gifts  did  not  preclude  the  ne-^ 
ceffity  of  ftudj,  for  it  is  enjoined  upon  Timothy, 
1  Tim.  iv.  13, 14.  who  was  pofleffed  of  thefe.  A 
man  may  redeem  time  for  ftudy,  particularly  in 
fome  kinds  of  bufinefs  ;  but  when  circumftancea 
admit  of  it,  let  him,  by  all  means,  give  himfelf 
wholly  to  thefe  things,  that  bis  profiting  may- 
appear  to  all. 

When  the  Waldenfes  and  Albigenfes  were  re- 
proached by  the  church  of  Rome  on  account  of 
their  paftors  being  engaged  in  fecular  bufinefs, 
they  replied,  this  was  from  neceflity,  not  choice. 
They  were  too  poor  to  fupport  their  paftors,  but 
they  did  not  confider  this  to  be  a  fufEcient  reafoa 
for  negledting  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  or  for 
remaining,  in  an  antichriftian  church. 

The  elders  muft  watch  as  thofe  who  are  to 
give  account,  endeavouring,  by  every  means  ia 
their  power,  to  promote  the  power  of  religion  in 
the  members,  by  public  and  private  exhortation 
and  admonition  from  houfe  to  houfe.  They 
muft  vilit  the  fick,  and  obferve  that  the  poor 
are  properly  taken  care  of  j  for  they  are  over- 
feers  of  the  whole  flock,  whether  deacons  or 
others.  They  muft  manifeft  in  their  own  lives, 
the  power  of  the  doftrines  which  they  teach^ 
being  examples  to  the  believers  in  word,  in 
converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  pu- 
rity, bearing  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  and 
lifting  up  the  hands  which  hang  down.  They 
Y3 


258  OF  THE  OFFICES  IJT 


I 


muft  particularly  attend  to  any  impropriety 
oondu£l,  or  any  erroneous  opinions  in  any  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  and  aft  according  to  the  laws 
of  Chrift,  without  partiality.  They  are  to  pre- 
side in,  and  to  rule  in  the  church,  and  the  bre-J 
thren  are  required  to  fubmit  themfelves.  Here  a 
queftion  may  arife  refpefting  the  extent  of  their 
authority.  On  the  one  band,  they  are  not  to  b« 
lords  ov$r  God's  heritage  ;  on  the  other,  they  muft 
let  no  man  defpife  them,  but  rebuke  with  all  au- 
thority, Titus  ii.  15.  How  far  then,  it  may  bej 
alked,  are  the  members  bound  to  fubmit  ? 

This  queftion  could  not  be  anfwered  werel 
thei-e  not  laws  laid  down  in  Scripture,  in  all  re-J 
fpe6ls  fufficient  for  the  government  of  the  churches. 
But  this  being  admitted,  there  is  no  greater  diffi- 
culty in  replying  to  it,  than  in  afcertaining  the 
power  of  a  magiftrate  under  a  well  regulated 
government,  or  the  authority  of  a  judge  when 
prefiding  at  a  trial  by  jury.  The  magiftrate  is 
appointed  to  carry  the  laws  of  the  country  into 
efFe6l  ;  he  has  no  power  to  make  laws.  The  fame 
holds  with  refped:  to  the  paftors  of  a  church. 
There  are  certain  laws  by  which  they  are  to 
rule  ;  if  they  be  unacquainted  with  thefe  laws, 
or  not  qualified  to  apply  them,  they  are  unfit  for 
the  office.  They  cannot  require  the  church,  or 
any  individual  member,  to  fubmit,  unlefs  they 
can  ftiew  that  the  authority  of  Chrili  enjoins  fub- 
miffion  in  that  particular  cafe.  ■ 

But  although  the  office  of  the  magiftrate  and  of 
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the  pallor  thus  far  agree,  they,  in  fome  refpefts, 
materially  differ.  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that 
civil  government  fhould  be  maintained.  Al- 
though a  magiftrate  is  liable  to  be  afterwards 
called  to  account  for  an  illegal  exercife  of  power, 
he  muft,  in  the  mean  time,  be  fubmitted  to. 
Hence,  if  any  one  under  his  jurifdi6lion  refufed 
to  obey  his  orders,  fuch  a  perfon  would  be  liable 
to  immediate  imprifonment,  or  to  fome  other 
punifhment.  This  may  be  an  inconvenience  at- 
tending the  adminiftration  of  human  affairs,  but 
it  is  unavoidable.  There  would  be  an  end  of  all 
authority,  if  a  man  might  refufe  to  fubmit  when- 
ever he  chofe  to  allege  that  the  authority  of 
the  magiftrate  was  not  fupported  by  the  laws. 

But  the  end  of  all  Chrift's  laws  is  to  promote 
real  religion.  This  muft  be  a  reafonable  and 
willing  fervice,  and  does  not  admit  of  coercion. 
The  paftor  muft  rule  only  by  perfuafion.  By  ex- 
plaining and  inculcating  the  laws  of  Chrift,  he  is 
to  commend  himfelf  to  every  man's  confcience. 
He  mufl  neither  require  nor  accept  of  obedience 
to  himfelf.  The  obedience  he  demands  muft  be 
for  the  King  of  Sion.  Even  the  apoftles,  though 
really  infallible  in  delivering  the  laws  of  Chrift, 
were  not  lords  over  God's  heritage  *.     They  pro- 

*  Chrift  clearly  pointed  out  to  his  difciples  the  difference  of 
the  government  any  of  them  were  to  extjcife,  from  that  exerci- 
fed  by  civil  magiflrates.  ''  The  kings  ot  the  Gentiles  exercife 
lordftiip  over  theni,  and  they  that  exercife  authority  upon  them 
are  called  benefadors ;  but  ye  fliail  not  be  fo,"  &c.  Luke  xxii. 
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ved  their  apoftollcal  authority  by  figns,  and  won- 
ders, and  mighty  deeds,  2  Cor.  xii.  12.  ;  but  they 
difclaimed  the  idea  of  having  dominion  over  their 
brethren,  and  hence  we  find  them  cxercifing  the 
utmoft  patience, even  avoiding  vifiting  the  churche* 
until  they  had  ufed  every  argument  to  redtify 
abufes,  and  given  time  for  thefe  arguments  to- 
have  their  full  effeft. 

This  could  not  take  place  in  civil  government. 
However  difpofed  magiflrates  may  be  to  mercy^ 
they  muft  without  dtlay  punifh  the  difobedient 
for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate.  But  the  power  of 
Jefus  is  too  great,  and  his  government  too  ftrong 
to  be  (liaken.  If  any  are  not  reclaimed  by  exhor- 
tation and  forbearance,  their  foot  Ihall  Aide  in  due 
time,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  will  make  the 
wrath  of  man  to  praife  him. 

It  furely  then  becomes  paftors  to  be  jealous  left 
the  people  fubmit  to  them  inftead  of  fubmitting  to 
Chrift.  He  is  the  moft  faithful  paftor  who  has  leaft 
defire  for  undue  perfonal  influence,  and  who  ftrive* 
moft  eameftly  to  promote  implicit  fubjeftion  to  the 
laws  of  Chrift.  This  can  only  be  attained  by  in- 
ftrui^ing  the  people,  and  by  not  ftiunning  to  declare 
the  whole  counfel  of  God.  However  wife  and 
pious  a  paftor  may  be,  however  well  he  may 
know  what  •  the  church  ought  to  do  in  any  fitua- 

25,  26.  He  is  not  here  fpeaking  of  tyrannical  governors,  but  of 
thofe  who  were  efteemed  benefaftofs,  and  fo  called,  as  Ptolemy 
Euergetes,  (i.  e.  benefatflor)  by  their  fubjedls  :  -but  the  autho* 
tity  of  the  apoftles  wa*  to  be  completely  of  a  different  nature^ 
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tion,  he  ought  not  to  wilh  the  people  to  walk  by 
his  light.  A  temporary  peace  vazy  be  maintained, 
or  rather,  filence  may  be  obferved  in  a  church  by 
their  implicitly  following  the  opinion  of  a  paftor  or 
a  prefbjtery  ;  but  fuch  peace  is  always  deceitful, 
and  does  not  reft  on  a  folid  foundation.  When  the 
members  of  a  church  are  well  inftru6led  ;  when 
every  a6l  of  the  church  is  an  ad  of  obedience  to 
Chrift  ;  although  matters  may  go  on  more  flowly, 
and  much  forbearance  may  be  neceiTary  on  all 
fides,  yet  greater  progrefs  will  be  made,  and 
there  will  be  lefs  danger  of  falling  into,  and  per- 
fifting  in  fpecious  errors.  The  wifeli  man  may 
err,  and  I  fuppofe  there ,  is  no  paftor  who  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  the  members  of  a 
church  deliver  their  opinions  on  the  cafes  of  dif- 
cipline  which  have  occurred,  without  receiving 
inftrudion  from  them. 

It  is  of  much  importance  to  underftand  the  na- 
ture of  the  fubjedion  to  the  paftors  of  a  church, 
enjoined  by  Chrift.  From  not  underftanding  this 
fubje6l,  many  offences  have  arifen  in  churches.  A 
paftor,  on  the  one  hand,  is  perfuaded  that  he  is  to 
rule  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  people  know  that 
he  is  not  to  exercife  lordftiip  ;  and  mutual  jea- 
loufies  arife.  He  thinks  he  is  only  contending 
for  the  power  committed  to  him,  which  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  good  of  the  church.  They  think 
they  are  maintaining  their  rights,  reliftlng  en- 
croachments which  may  prove  very  hurtful,  and 
ftanding  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has 
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made  them  free.  He  may  have  witnefled  much 
confufion,  ftrife,  and  debate,  from  the  want  of 
paftoral  authority,  atid  therefore  be  more  jealous 
of  lofing  his  J  while  they,  knowing  what  priell- 
craft  has  been  exercifed  by  men  calling  themfelves 
minifters  of  Chrift,  may  be  afraid  of  becoming  * 
the  fervants  of  men. 

But  when  it  is  clearly  underftood  that  a  paftor 
IS  only  to  curry  into  execution  the  laws  of  Chiift^ 
and  that  with  the  confent  and  in  the  prefence  of 
the  church,  all  grounds  of  jealoufy  are  removed.^ 
He  has  lefs  temptation  to  want  of  forbearance, 
and  they  havC  rmple  fecurity  ogainft  gradual  en- 
croachment. Should  it  be  tliought  that  this 
leaves  the  churches  without  a  government  fufE- 
ciently  effedive  for  the  prefervation  of  peace 
among  ft  them,  we  can  only  anfwer,  ITo  other  go-'  ; 
vernment  is  warranted  by  Scripture;  and  v.^e  have 
no  right  to  lay  on  the  churches  any  oiher  burden  J 
than  Chrift  has  laid.  Befides,  his  kingdom  is  ■ 
purely  fpiritual ;  he  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  and  no  coercive  or  penal  laws  are  fuited 
to  promote  his  defign.  This  is  perfedtly  confif- 
t^nt  with  the  paftors  of  a  church  receiving  due 
refpe6l  from  their  brethren.  They  are  over  them 
in  the  Lord,  appointed  by  his  authority,  and  they 
muft  acknowledge  them  as  their  lawful  rulers, 
and  efteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  ■ 
work's  fake,  ^ 

As  the  edification  of  the  church  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure^  on  the  piety,  ability  and  faithfulacfi 
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of  elders,  the  members  ought  to  bear  them  much  on 
their  hearts  before  the  Lord,  that  like  workmen 
who  need  not  be  aftiamed,  they  may  rightly  di- 
vide the  word  of  God  ;  that  their  condud  and 
converfation  may  be  holy  and  exemplary  ;  and, 
that  they  may  be  direded  in  all  which  concerns 
the  church.  There  ought  alfo  to  be  a  degree  of 
deference  entertained  for  their  judgment,  for  if 
they  are  (as  they  ought  to  be)  belt  qualified  for 
edifying  their  brethren,  doubtleis  their  judgment 
on  any  fubjedt  deferves  peculiar  conlideration. 
Befides  the  qualifications  which  pointed  them  out 
o  their  brethren,  as  fit  objeds  of  their  choice  to 
the  paftoral  office,  the  oiUce  itfelf  being  the  in- 
ftitution  of  Chrift,  there  is  reafon  to  expeft, 
on  this  account,  that,  through  the  prayers  of  their 
brethren,  they  fhall  have  wifdom  to  go  out  and 
in  before  the  people  ;  and  this  confideration 
ought  to  produce  a  fpirit  of  fubmiftion  to  them^ 

This  fpirit  indeed  ought  alfo  to  be  cherifhed 
amongfl  the  members,  one  towards  another.  *'  All 
of  you  be  fubjeft  one  to  another,  and  be  cloth- 
ed with  humility,"  1  Pet.  v.  5.  Each  fhould 
elieem  others  better  than  themfelves,  and  not  be 
wife  in  their  own  conceit.  It  ought  peculiarly 
to  be  cherifhed  towards  thofe  who  have  diftin- 
guiftied  themfelves  by  devotednefs  to  God.  '*  Ye 
know,"  fays  Paul,  **  the  houfe  of  Stephanas,  that 
it  is  the  firft  fruits  of  Achaia,  and  that  thejhave 
addiftetl  themfelves  to  ihe  miniftry  of  the  faints,, 
that  ye  fabtnit  yourfelves  unto  fuch,and  to  every 
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one  that  helpeth  with  us  and  laboureth,"  1  Cor ; 
xvi.  15, 16.  This  fpirit  of  fubjeftion  to  the  el- 
ders, and  to  one  another,  is  perfectly  confiftent 
with  the  church  not  being  the  fervants  of  men, 
and  where  this  fpirit  does  not  fubfift,  religion 
muft  be  at  a  low  ebb. 

Should  an  elder  a^l  improperly,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  church  to  admonifh  him.  This  we 
find  exprefsly  commanded  in  Scripture  :  '*  Say 
to  Archippus,  Take  heed  to  the  miniflry  which 
thou  haft  received  in  the  Lord,  that  thou  fulfil  it," 
Col.  iv.  17.  By  becoming  an  elder,  a  man  is  not 
raifed  above  the  laws  of  Chrift,  and  the  precept. 
Matt,  xviii.  15, 16.  is  equally  applicable  to  elders 
as  to  any  others. 

The  deacons  ought  alfo  to  be  highly  refpe61ed 
in  the  church.  They  devote  a  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  to  other  good 
works,  and  their  charadlers  are  fuch  as  entitle 
them  to  much  confideration.  Their  office  gives 
them  no  authority  to  rule  *  in  the  church,  but  as 
they  are  peculiarly  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work, 
they  are  entitled  to  fpecial  regard. 

Befides  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  various  ex- 
pence  s  are  incurred  by  a  church.     The  fupport 

•  Attempts  have  been  made  to  lupply  the  want  of  a  pref- 
bytery,  by  the  deacons  adling  in  fome  refpecfls  as  elders;  but 
this  is  unfcriptural  and  diforderly.  The  duties  of  every  oStCe 
are  clearly  pointed  out  in  the  word  of  God,  and  where  that  word 
in  all  its  parts  is  attended  to,  there  will  be  no  need  of  £iiy  inter- 
ference. 
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of  the  elders,  the  bread  and  wine  for  the  Lord's 
fupper,  &c.  All  thefe  come  within  the  province 
of  the  deacons,  and  therefore  they  muft  be  men 
of  irreproachable  charadler,  poiTeffing  the  full 
confidence  of  their  brethren. 

Great  care  is  neceflary  in  the  choice  of  paftors 
and  deacons.  This,  and  every  thing  elfe  in  a 
church,  ought  to  be  done  with  much  prayer  to 
Jefus  for  direction,  and  none  are  to  be  chofen  but 
thofe  who  have  given  proof  of  their  fidelity  and 
ability  *. 

Although  the  fame  jealoufy  or  feclufion  of  fe- 
males does  not  prevail  with  us  as  did  formerly, 
and  ftill  does  in  Afia,  yet  the  importance  and 
propriety  of  fuch  aged  women  as  thofe  mentioned 
1  Tim.  V.  for  watching  over  and  inflru6ling  their 
own  fex,  are  by  no  means  fuperfeded.  Where 
there  are  widows  anfwering  the  defcription  there 
given,  thus  employed,  they  muft  prove  eminently 
ufeful.  It  gives  lefs  offence  to  the  world  to  fee 
women  converfing  with  their  own  fex,  and  they  are 
better  calculated  to  be  ufeful  to  them.  The  united 
brethren  commonly  called  Moravians,  have  long 
employed  females  in  this  way,  and  have  found 
great  benefit  arifing  from  it. 

Proper  deaconefTes    may  be  procured   in    al- 

*  The  apoftle,  fpeakmg  of  the  deacons,  fays,  "  Let  thefe 
alfo  firft  be  proved."  The  elder  muft  not  be  a  novice,  or  a  new 
convert,  (^vioi^vTOi)  but  muft  have  givtn  proof  of  his  fitnefs  for 
the  work.  This  was  neceflary  alfo  in  the  deacons.  How  little 
regarded  is  either  of  thefe  precepts  I 
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moft  every  church.  It  is  as  evident  that  this  of. 
fice  exiiled  in  the  apodolic  churches  as  that  of 
the  deacon.  It  is  evident  how  ufeful  they  may  be 
amongft  the  female  members.  They  know  bet- 
ter what  women  ftand  in  need  of  when  fick,  they 
can  inquire  more  minutely  into  their  circum- 
ilances,  and,  by  making  known  and  relieving  the 
wants  of  the  members,  they  conned  the  church 
more  clofely,  and  thereby  increafe  love,  and  pro- 
mote all  the  ends  of  fellowlhip. 

Thefe  offices  ought  certainly  to  be  revived  and 
adopted  in  Chriftian  churches,  and,  like  every 
other  divine  ordinance,  we  fhall  find  them  profi- 
table. The  world,  while  wearing  a  form  of  god-' 
linefs,  may  laugh;  but  are  they  our  mailers?  All 
fpiritual  things  are  foolilhnefs  to  them.  Cuftom 
alone  prevents  them  from  ridiculing  other  ordi- 
nances. Had  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper  fallen 
into  difufe,  what  a  fund  of  entertainment  would 
they  have  had  by  feeing  them  obferved  for  the 
iirfl  time  !  Let  us  not  be  afraid  of  the  reproach 
of  the  crofs. 

But  women  it  is  faid  may  attend  to  their  own 
fex,  they  may  teach  and  inftruft  them,  or  vifit 
the  fick,  without  being  officially  employed. 
True  ;  and  it  is  alfo  the  duty  of  every  member 
to  look  after  poor  brethren,  and  to  watch  over 
them  in  love  j  but  the  Lord  has  feen  good  to  ap- 
point that  certain  offices  ftiould  fubfift  in  his 
church  for  thefe  purpofes,  while  he  has  enjoined 
all  to  affift  in  the  work,  as  far  as  they  are  able. 
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We  fee  that  the  apoftollc  churches  had  dea- 
coneiTes  and  female  teachers.  We  may  be  fure 
they  were  very  ufefiil ;  and  if  we  follow  the  di- 
re£lions  left  for  making  a  proper  choice,  we  fhall 
doubtlefs  experience  the  good  efFeds  of  it.  But 
let  us  always  imitate  the  apoftolic  churches,  not 
only  in  their  offices,  but  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  obtained  them.  When  a  church  was  ga- 
thered, the  apoilles  did  not  ordain  elders  and  deacons 
immediately.  They  gave  them  time  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  endowments  of  the  members, 
and  to  obferve  whom  the  Lord  pointed  out  for 
the  work.  A  church  might  be  feme  time  without 
elders,  nor  were  they  to  be  chofen  till  the  Lord 
beftowed  fome  meafure  of  the  neceflary  gifts. 
*'  If  any  be  blamelefs,"  fays  Paul,  '*  the  hufband 
of  one  wife,  having  faithful  children,  not  accufed 
of  riot,  or  unruly,"  Slc.  &.c.  Titus  i.  6.  This 
reminded  the  churches  of  their  dependence  on 
Chrift,  it  would  excite  them  to  prayer,  and  would 
caufe  them  with  much  joy  to  receive  thofe  per- 
fons  whom  he  qualified,  without  whom  they  had 
been  incomplete.  In  like  manner  let  us  prefs 
forward ;  let  us  never  be  fatisfied,  nor  give  the 
Lord  any  reft,  till  we  come  behind  in  no  gift,  and 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  his  inflitutions. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 


OF  ORDINATION. 


W  E  have  already  noticed  the  unfcriptural  j 
and  pernicious  diftindion  which  has  prevailed  be^ 
tween  clergy  and  laity.     To  prefer ve  this  diftinc- ' 
tion,  the  term  ordination^  frequently  wfed  in  Scrip- 
ture, has  been  much  mifapplied.     In  the  wordj 
of  God,  to  ordain  means  in  general  to   appoint* 
We  find   in   the  New^  Teftament  it  was  common 
to  lay  hands  on  a  perfon  appointed  to  a  particu-j 
lar  office  or  work.     This  was   probably  derived 
from  the  Old  Teftament.     Mofes  laid  his  han^ 
on  Jofbua,  his  fuccelTor.     Laying  on  of  hands  was 
not  however  confined  to   appointing  to  an  office. 
It  was  obferved   alfo  in  healing  the  fick,   A6ts 
xxviii.-8.  and  in  communicating  the  Holy  Gholl 
by  the  apoftles  *.  M 

When   Paul   and   Barnabas   were   fent  by  the^ 


*  It  Hjould  feem  that  laying  on  hands  was  an  ancient  prac- 
tice, not  only  among  the  Hebrews,  but  alfo  in  Greece,  when 
bleflings  were  pronounced,  or  prayers  offered  refpe^ling  the  per- 
fons  on  whom  hands  were  laid.  Xenophon  fays  that  Abradates, 
^iycev  ctvT/ig  m;  »J?>fl{A>j;,  touching  or  laying  his  hands  on  the 
head  of  Panlhea,  his  wife,  and  looking  up  to  heaven,  prayed, 
•  O  great  Jupiter,  grant  me  to  appear  worthy  of  fuch  a  wife,  and 
of  fuch  a  friend  as  Cyrus,.'  Cyri  Inaitut.  edit.  Hutehiofoa, 
Lond.  Svo.  1765.  p.  i6:>. 
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Holy  Gholl  to  the  Gentiles,  the  prophets  and 
teachers  of  the  church  at  Antioch  laid  hands  on 
them,  thus  folemnlj  feparating  or  fetting  them 
apart  for  the  work.  Ads  xiii.  3.  &.c.  This  was 
not  ordination  in  the  fenfe  in  which  that  word  is 
now  commonly  ufed,  the  miniftry,nor  a  rite  where- 
by the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  communicated. 
Paul  had  been  filled  with  the  Holy  Gholl  long 
before,  Aftsix.  17.  and  there  was  no  other  apo- 
ftle,  properly  fo  called,  with  the  church.  From 
the  time  of  his  con verlion,  he  had  been  engaged 
in  preaching  the  gofpel,  A6ls  ix.  22.  29.  xi.  26. 
Gal.  i.  17.  and  previous  to  the  laying  on  of  hands, 
he  is  reckoned  among  the  prophets  and  teachers  of 
the  church  at  Antioch,  Adls  xiii.  1 .  This  then  was 
merely  a  folemn  defignation  to  a  particular  work 
which  they  fulfilled,  A<^s  xW.  26.  When  the  dea- 
cons were  appointed,  the  apoftles  prayed  and  laid 
hands  on  them,  A6ls  vi.  6.  thus  ordaining  or  ap- 
pointing them  to  the  oflice*.  We  have  no  exprefs 
example  for  laying  hands  on  the  elders,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  it  was  praclifed.  The  apollle  di- 
rects Timothy  to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  no  man, 
I  Tim.  V.  22.  and  as  he  had  juft  been  fpeaking 
of  elders,  it  is  plain  he  is  alluding  to  their  ap- 
pointment. 

There  is  certainly  no  good  reafon  why,  in  the 
churches  of  the  faints  in  our  days,  we  fhould  ordain 

*  The  laying  on  of  hands  was  not,  it  would  appear,  to  com- 
municate the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  deacons  were  to  l)e  men  prevU 
oufly  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  A^s  vi.  3. 
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elders  by  laying  on  of  hands,  and  not  ordain  dea- 
cons in  the  fame  way.  Laying  hands  on  one,  ancfj 
not  on  the  other,  folters  the  common  prejudice: 
that  elders  are  ordained  men,  and  deacons  not  fo  y. 
whereas,  in  faft,  there  is  no  dift'erence  betweea-i 
them,  except  in  the  offices  to  which  they  are 
appointed. 

Some  would  fet  afide  laying  on  of  hands  altow 
gether,  as  being  connected  with  the  communica-j 
tion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  but  this  was  only  com- 
municated  by  the  laying  on  of  the  apoflles*  hands. 
Yet  the  prefbytery  laid  hands  on  Timothy  *.  It 
is  evident  that  laying  on  of  hands  was  ufed  ia 
feparating  men  to  the  miniftry  in  the  primitive* 
apoftolic  churches,  It  was  not  confined  to  occa- 
fions  on  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  conferred.  It- 
was  ufed  in  ordaining  elders  and  deacons,  who4 
required  ojily  the  ordinary  gifts.  There  is  no- 
tJiing  in  the  word  of  God  fetting  afide  this  ufage... 

■*  His  charge  was  committed  to  him  according  to  the  prophe- 
cies that  weiit  before  of  him,    i  Tiin.  i.  i8.     Hence  the  gift  is 
faid  to  be  bellowed  on  hign  by  prophecy,  ch.  iv.  14.     Paul  laid 
his  hands  on  him,  atid  communicated  to  him  the  gift  neccffary  for 
the  work  in  wKich  he  was  to  be  engaged,    2  Tim.  i  6.    and   he_ 
wa^  befides  fet  apart  to  his  oflJce  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  dH 
the  prefbytery,  i  Tim.  iv,  14.     It  is  not  faid  that  the  gift  of  thi^ 
Spirit  was  conferred  on  him  %Mby  or  through  x\it  inflrumentali- 
ty  of  the  laying  on  the  hands  of  the  prefbytery,  as  he  affirms  was 
the  cafe  in  laying  his  own  hands  on  him,  2  Tim.  i.  6.  but  it  was 
give  n  him  by  prophecy.    jWSTcj,  with  the  laying  on  the  hands  of 
t'uf  prefbytery.     The  irr.pofition  of  their  hands   in  fetting   him 
a':)arr  to  the  miniflry,  accompanied,  or  was  added  to  the  impofi- 
tion  of  the  apoftle  Paul's  hands  whereby  he  received  the  gift. 
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It  ought  therefore  to  be  obferved,  where  this  can 
be  done,  according  to  the  example  given  us  in 
Scripture. 

'  Laying  on  of  hands  appears  a  folemn  and 
proper  mode  of  defignation.  The  a6l  itfelf  may 
be  indifferent,  fo  is  kneeling  in  prayer  ;  but  there 
are  many  bodily  a£t:s  which,  from  cuftom,  obtain 
a  lignlficant  meaning,  and  it  feems  improper  to 
change  them  when  fandioned  by  the  word  of  God. 
The  laying  on  of  hands  wath  prayer,  is  a  fcrip- 
ture  ufage  in  the  cafe  of  bleffing  and  of  devoting;, 
or  fetting  things  or  perfons  apart  to  any  fervice 
or  work  of  God  to  which  he  appoints  or  calls 
them,  and  can  therefore  be  ufed  after  revelation 
is  perfe£led,  and  after  the  extraordinary  gifts  and 
figns  are  ceafed.  But  it  is  w^holly  without  foun- 
dation in  Scripture,  to  make  the  being  of  churcH 
officers,  or  of  a  Chriilian  church,  to  depend  upon 
fuch  a  declarative  ceremony.  All  that  can  be 
faid  of  fuch  an  ufage  is,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
neglected  where  it  can  be  done,  as  we  ought  to 
pray  Handing,  or  kneeling,  or  proftrate  on  the 
ground,  and  lifting  up  our  hafnds  ;  but  it  would 
be  odd  to  fay  that  a  Chriilian  cannot,  and  muft 
not  pray  at  all,  when  he  is  not  able  to  put  him- 
felf  in  fuch  poftures  *.' 

Ordination  is  at  this  day  confidercd  by  many  as 
conferring   an  indelible  character  f.     Although, 

*  Gla?. 

f  Wickliffe   rejeded   this  indelibility.     Vide  DiaL  lib.  IV^ 
cap.  XV.     1525. 
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fay  they,  a  man  may  preach  without  being 
dained,  he  muft  not  baptize  nor  adminifter  th 
Lord's  fupper  ;  but  afterwards,  he  is  not  only  en 
titled  to  do  fo  in  his  own,  but  in  any  other  church 
To  fay  nothing  of  the  impropriety  of  confiderinj 
the  difpenfation  of  the  ordinances  of  baptifm  andth 
Lord's  fupper  as  fuperior  to  the  preaching  of  thi 
word,  which  plainly reverfes  the  fcriptural order,: 
it  be  improper  for  a  man  who  is  unordained  to  ad< 
minifter  thefe  ordinances  in  a  church,  it  is  equally 
fo  for  a  man  ordained  over  one  church,  to  adraif 
nifter  them  in  another.     A  man  who  is  ordaine< 
an  elder,  receives   no   office    except    that   of   ai 
overfeer    in    a    particular    church  ;    juft    as    on< 
who   is  appointed  a^  magiftrate  in  one  city,  hs^ 
thereby  no  jurifdidion  in  another.     When  a  m; 
who   has   been  ordained  gives  up  his  charge,  one^ 
would   fuppofe  he  muft  return  to  his  former  pri- 
vate ftation ;  but  this  is  not  generally  deemed  pro- 
per.   An  unknown  fomething  has  been  communi- 
cated to  him,  of  which  he  cannot  be  deprived  with* 
out  what  is  called  depofition.     *  The  fteps  1  have 
already  mentioned  and  explained,'  fays  Dr  Camp- 
bell, '  advancing  from  prefbytery  to  parochial  epif- 
eopacy,  thence  to  prelacy  or  diocefan  epifcopacy^    j| 
from  that  to  metropolitical  primacy,   and  thence 
again  to  patriarchal  fuperintendancy,  together  with 
thofe  methods  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  whereby 
the  minifters  of  religion  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
from  their  Chriftian  brethren,  infenfibly  prepared 
the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  notion,  that  in  or- 
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dlnation  there  was  fomething  exceedingly  myfle- 
rious,  and  even  infcrutable.  It  came  at  length  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  folemn  manner  of  appoint- 
ing a  fit  perfon  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  paf- 
toral  office  amongfl  a  particular  flock  or  congre- 
gation, and  of  committing  them  to  his  care,  but 
to  be  regarded  more  efpecially  as  the  imprinting 
of  a  certain  charadler,  or  unperceivable  and  in- 
comprehenfible  fignature  on  a  perfon,  a  charader 
which,  though,  in  confequence  of  human  means 
employed  by  the  proper  minifler,  it  was  conferred, 
could  by  no  power  lefs  than  omnipotence  be  re- 
moved. And  though  at  firfl  hearing  one  would 
be  apt  to  imagine,  that  by  this  tenet  they  dero- 
gated as  much  from  the  ecclefiaftic  power  on  one 
hand,  as  they  enhanced  it  on  the  other,  fince  they 
maintained  that  the  perfons  who  gave  this  cha- 
racter could  not  take  it  away,  the  efFe6l  on  mens' 
conceptions  was  very  different.  If  a  fingle  cere- 
mony, or  form  of  words,  could  with  as  much 
facility  withdraw  as  confer  a  gift  in  its  nature 
invifible,  nobody  would  be  impreffed  with  the 
conception,  that  any  thing  very  wonderful  had 
been  either  given  or  taken.  The  words  or  cere- 
mony of  ordaining  would  be  confidered  as  nothing 
more  than  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  invefling  a  man 
with  the  right  of  exercifing  canonically  the  facred 
fundtion  ;  and  the  words  or  ceremony  ufed  in  the 
depofition,  as  the  mode  of  ftripping  him  of  that 
right  or  privilege,  fo  that  he  fhould  no  longer  be 
entitled  to  exercife  it.      In  this  way  he  would  he 
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under  the  fame  canonical  incapacity  lie  lay  unde^ 
before  his  ordination,  which  anfwers  to  what  wai 
for  many  ages  called  in  the  church,  reducing 
clergyman  to  lay-communion.  There  would  b€ 
nothing  more  extraordinary  here,  than  the  crea«* 
ting  of  a  lord  high  fteward,  for  inftance,  by  cer.* 
tain  folemnities  accompmying  the  delivery  of  ( 
white  baton  into  his  hands,  and  placing  him  oi 
an  eminent  feat,  and  his  putting  an  end  to  hi 
office,  by  publicly  breaking  the  baton,  and  coming" 
down  from  his  feat.  Whereas  for  a  man  to  do  a 
thing,  which  nothing  lefs  than  Omnipotence  ci 
undo,  and  which  even  that,  in  fa6t,  will  never 
employed  in  undoing,  to  imprint  a  character, 
fomething  which,  in  fpite  of  angels,  men,  ai 
devils,  fliall  to  eternity  remain  indelible,  appe 
the  refult  of  a  power  inconceivable  indeed,  a 
little  lefs  than  divine. 

*  Whence  ideas  of  this  kind  originated,  ideas 
that  do  not  feem  to  quadrate  with  the  fo  much 
boafted  power  of  the  keys,  which  implies,  alike, 
that  of  opening  and  that  of  fliutting,  admittin| 
and  excluding,  binding  and  loofing  ;  ideas 
which  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  have  no  whe 
given  us  the  flighteft  hint,  and  of  which  it  is  pla 
they  had  not  themfelves  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion,' 
is  a  matter  of  curious  inquiry,  and  clofely  con- 
nefted  with  the  fubje6l  of  the  hierarchy.  I  (hall 
therefore  endeavour  briefly  to  trace  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  fo  ftrange  a  do6lrine. 

*  Ecclefiaftical  degrees  were  not  inftituted  ori-,_ 
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ginally  under  tlie  notion  of  dignities,  pre-eminen- 
cies,  or  honours,  as  they  became  afterwards,  but 
as  miniftries,  charges,  and  what  the  apoftle  Paul 
called  egy^,  works,  1  Tim.  iii.  ].  **  If  a  man 
defire  the  office  of  a  biftiop,"  fays  he,  "  he  deii- 
reth  a  good  work."  Confequently,  if  in  any 
thing  denominated  the  office  of  a  bilhop,  there  be 
no  work  to  do,  it  cannot  be  the  office  whereof  the 
apoftle  fpeaks ;  for  the  mifapplication  of  the  name 
can  never  alter  the  nature  of  the  thing.  The  perfons 
accordingly  pofleffed  of  fuch  offices  were  ftyled, 
both  by  our  Lord  and  by  Paul  his  apoftle,  i^ycclui, 
labourers,  workmen.  *'  The  labourers  are  few," 
fays  the  former,  "  and  the  workman  is  worthy  of 
his  meat."  The  latter  recommends  it  to  Timo- 
thy to  acquit  himfelf  as  "  a  workman  that  need- 
eth  not  be  aftiamed." 

*  For  fome  time,  indeed,  it  could  hardly  enter 
into  the  mind  of  any  man  to  think  himfelf  entit- 
led to  decline  executing  perfonally,  whilft  able  to 
execute,  a  truft  folemnly  committed  to  him,  and 
which  he  had  himfelf  undertaken.  For  the  terms 
ordination  and  appointment  to  a  particular  pajlo" 
ral  charge^  were  perfectly  fynonymous.  If  one, 
however,  in  thofe  truly  primitive  times,  (which 
but  rarely  happened)  found  it  neceftfary  to  retire 
from  the  work,  he  never  thought  of  retaining 
either  the  title  or  the  emoluments.  And  though 
the  niinifters  were  of  two  kinds,  the  one  called 
anciently  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and,  in  later 
times,  the  cure  of  fouls,  and  the  other  a  miniftry 
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in  things  temporal,  for  the  fuppcrt  and  relief  of 
the  poor  and  infirm,  as  was  the  deaconiliip,  thofe 
in  both  offices  were  equally  held  bound  to  perfo- 
nal  fervice  *.  Nor  would  any  one  have  thought, 
in  the  earlieft  ages,  of  ferving  by  a  deputy,  unlefs 
for  a  fliort  time,  and  on  account  of  fome  remark- 
able and  unavoidable  impediment  ;  much  lefs 
would  he  have  accepted  another  charge  that  was 
incompatible  with  his  former  one.  But  to  be 
made  a  biftiop,  and  in  being  fo  to  receive  no 
charge  whatever,  to  have  no  work,  to  execute, 
could  have  been  regarded  no  otherwife  than  as  a 
contradi6lion  in  terms. 

'  Indeed  the  name  of  the  office  implied  the  fer- 
vice, without  which  it  could  not  fubfift,  that  is, 
without  which  there  was  no  office.  The  name 
bifliop,  as  I  have  obferved,  means  overfeer,  and 
this  is  a  term  manifeftly  correlative  to  that  which 
exprefles  the  thing  to  be  overfeen.  The  con- 
nexion is  equally  neceflary  and  eflential  as  be- 
tween father  and  child,  fovereign  and  fubjeft,  huf- 
band  and  wife.  The  one  is  inconceivable  with- 
out the  other.  Ye  cannot  make  a  man  an  over- 
feer to  whom  ye  give  no  overfight,  no  more  than 
ye  can  make  a  man  a  Ihepherd,  to  whom  ye  give 

*  The  word  minijlry,  like  that  of  ordination,  has  been  much 
mifapplied.  It  is  generally  confined  to  thofe  who  labour  in  the 
word  of  dodrine.  The  view  given  of  it  by  the  Dodlor  is  per- 
fectly juft,  Paftors  have  a  particular  miniftry  or  fervice  to  per- 
form, and  deacons  one  of  a  different  kind.  Both  are  minijlers  in 
the  church. 
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the  charge  of  no  fheep,  or  a  hufband  to  whom  ye 
give  no  wife.  Nay,  in  fad,  as  a  man  ceafes  to 
be  a  hufband,  the  moment  that  he  ceafes  to  have 
a  wife,  and  is  no  longer  a  fhepherd  than  he  has 
the  care  of  fheep,  fo  in  the  only  proper  and  ori- 
ginal import  of  the  words,  a  bifhop  continues  a 
bifhop  only  whilfl  he  continues  to  have  people 
under  his  fpiritual  care.  Thefe  things,  indeed, 
are  fo  plain,  that  one  is  almofl  afhamed  to  attempt 
to  illuftrate  them.  Yet  the  changes  that  too  foon 
enfued,  have  turned  matters  fo  entirely  off  their 
original  bottom,  that  propofitions  which,  in  the 
age  of  the  apoflles,  mull  have  appeared  felf- 
evident,  require  a  careful  developement  to  us 
moderns  ;  fo  much  is  the  import  of  names  and 
phrafes  altered  in  the  courfe  of  fome  fucceffive 
centuries  *.' 

Dr  Campbell  proceeds  to  fhew  how  the  primi- 
tive idea  of  ordination  was  perverted  by  the  prac- 
tice of  ordaining  men  without  a  charge,  and  after- 
wards by  the  fidion  of  an  indelible  charadler  be- 
ing communicated  by  ordination.  He  confiders 
this  to  be  equally  abfurd  as  to  make  a  man  a 
king  without  a  kingdom,  or  a  hufband  without  a 
.wife,  and  inquires,  if  unmeaning  words  will  fatis- 
fy,  why  may  not  the  myflical,  invifible,  indelible 
charader  of  hufband  be  imprinted  by  fuch  a  mar- 
riage as  well  as  that  of  priefl  or  bifhop  by  fuch 
an  ordination  ? 

*  Carapteirs  Ledlures  on  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol  i.  p  335, 
-341. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  fuch  unfcriptural  fen- 
timents  are  not  yet  exploded.  Some  miflionaries, 
when  going  abroad,  are  ordained.  Thej  are  thea 
clergymen,  and  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  Re^ 
verendy  while  they  are  accompanied  by  fo  many 
lay-brethren,  who  are  alfo  intended  to  preach  the 
gofpel.  What  is  meant  by  this  diftinftion  ? 
Doubtlefs,  all  miffionaries  ought  to  be  commend- 
ed to  the  grace  of  God  for  his  fupport  and  alTift- 
ance  ;  that  is,  ordained  to  the  work  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

As  to  rank  in  civil  fociety,  Chriftianity  leaves 
the  officers  of  churches  juft  as  it  finds  them,  nei- 
ther raifing  nor  lowering  them  in  the  fmallell 
degree.  It  does  not  interfere  with  worldly  titles 
and  diftinftions  giving  honour  to  whom  honour  is 
due,  but  it  does  not  beftow  fuch  on  any  religious 
account,  which  are  always  an  evident  token  of  its 
corruptions.  There  are  indeed  various  fer vices 
to  be  performed  in  a  church  of  Chrift,  and  thefe 
give  rife  to  different  offices,  to  the  difcharge  of 
xvhofe  duties  fome  of  the  members  muft  be  call- 
ed. But  it  is  of  importance  to  remember,  that 
all  diftindtion  created  by  holding  fuch  offices,  iajH 
wholly  of  a  religious  nature,  confined  entirely  to. 
the  relations  in  which  thofe  who  hold  them  (land 
to  their  brethren  in  the  church,  and  do  not,  in  the 
fmallell  degree,  affisft  any  of  the  relations  of  civ^l 
life.  A  feparate  and  diftinc^  order  of  men  in  fo- 
ciety, created  by  official  fituation  in  a  church  of 
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Chrift,  is  fomething  entirely  foreign  to  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  the  New  Teftament  difpenfation. 

The  diftinftion  of  clergy  and  laity  has  how- 
ever been  eagerly  maintained,  and  this  has  been 
kept  up  by  peculiarity  of  drefs,  and  by  certain 
titles.  It  may  feem  trifling  to  notice  thefe,  but  cir- 
cumftances,  infignificant  in  themfelves,  have  more 
influence  in  the  world  than  many  fuppofe  :  *  Men 
are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth.'  It  has  been 
obferved  that  the  world  is  ruled  by  names,  and 
experience  fliews  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the 
remark.  The  Lord  did  not  think  the  fubjed:  too 
infignificant  to  fpeak  on.  He  once  and  again  notices 
the  drefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees.  '*  They 
make  broad  their  phyladeries,  and  enlarge  the 
borders  of  their  garments  ;  they  defire  to  walk  in 
long  robes,  and  love  greetings  in  the  markets," 
Matt,  xxiii.  5.  Luke  xx.  46.  Connected  with 
their  drefs,  he  mentions  their  love  of  titles,  and 
forbids  his  difciples  to  receive  fuch.  *'  Be  not  ye 
called  Rabbi."  To  fay  that  the  title  of  Reverend 
is  a  matter  of  no  confequence,  is  to  charge  this 
precept  with  being  too  trifling  to  be  obferved  ; 
and  to  affume  or  receive  that,  or  any  of  fimilar 
import,  is  a  direft  violation  of  its  fpirit  and  pur- 
pofe.  It  feems  very  obvious,  that  in  this  paflage 
the  Lord  Jefus  exprefsly  prohibits  the  ufe  of  all 
honorary,  exclufive  titles  of  diftIn£tion  in  his^^ 
kingdom,  as  entirely  incompatible  with  its  nature^ 
They  have  a  tendency,  not  only  to  puff  up  thofe 
on  whom  they  are  conferred,  but  alfo  to  create. 
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a  falfe  refpe£l  and  veneration  in  the  minds  of 
others  ;  and  they  introduce  a  worldly  influence, 
deilruftive,  as  far  as  it  goes,  of  Chriftian  princi- 
ple. To  violate  this  rule,  then,  is  not  fo  light  ^^ 
a  matter  as  many  feem  to  fuppofe.  Thofe  whoS 
are  acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  with  the 
importance  which  many  poor  deluded  votaries  of 
Rome  attach  to  the  garments  and  titles  of  their 
priefts,  will  be  convinced  of  this.  Indeed  thefe 
have  had  no  fmall  influence  in  maintaining  that 
fort  of  worldly  diftinftion  between  miniilers  and 
people,  which  has  been  fo  anxioufly  contended  for. 

As  to  titles,  Dr  Campbell  juftly  obferves,  that 
in  proportion  as  real  religion  declined,  thefe  were 
multiplied.  The  only  objeft  of  titles  or  of  pecu- 
liarity of  habits,  mull  be  to  procure  refpedt  for 
miniflers,  by  working  on  the  prejudices  and 
weaknefles  of  mankind.  But  neither  Jefus  nor 
his  apoftles  ever  fought  honour  by  fuch  means. 
They  are  human  inventions,  very  neceflary,  it 
may  be,  in  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  but  can 
never  prove  of  real  benefit  to  religion.  Let  mi- 
nifters  of  the  gofpel,  by  all  means,  avoid  con- 
tempt ;  let  them  ftudy  to  maintain  the  greateft 
refpeftability.  The  word  of  God  fhews  them  an 
excellent  way  to  obtain  it :  "  Let  no  man  defpife 
thy  youth,  but  be  thou  an  example  of  the  belie- 
vers, in  word,  in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit, 
in  faith,  in  purity,"  1  Tim.  iv.  12. 

Elders  and  deacons,  we  have  feen,  ought  to 
be  ordained  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the 
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prefbytery.  Thus  was  Timothy  fet  apaft  to  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  1  Tim.  iv.  14.  In  a 
church  newly  formed,  where  there  are  no  elders, 
or  indeed  where  there  are,  it  feems  very  proper 
that  elders  and  others,  as  meflengers  from  neigh- 
bouring churches,  fhould  affift  at  their  ordination; 
but  this  can  by  no  means  be  faid  to  be  indifpen- 
fable.  Yet  it  tends  to  promote  love  and  union 
among  the  churches,  which  is  of  much  import- 
ance ;  for  although  they  are  completely  inde- 
pendent of  one  another,  and  refponfible  for  their 
eOndu6l  to  Chrift  alone,  they  ought,  as  ferving  the 
fame  Mafter,  and  affociated  for  the  fame  purpo- 
fes,  by  mutual  good  offices  to  cultivate  brotherly 
love. 

The  apoftles  ordained  elders  by  prayer  and 
fading.  This  is  recorded  for  our  imitation,  and 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  confidering  the 
importance  of  the  office,  and  that  all  depends  on 
receiving  the  Lord's  bleffing  on  the  fervice.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  while  fo  many  difputes 
have  taken  place  as  to  the  mode  and  validity  of 
ordination,  on  which  the  Scriptures  are  in  a  great 
meafure  filent,  fo  little  attention  fhould  have  been 
paid  to  the  chara6ler  and  qualifications  of  the 
perfons  to  be  ordained,  which  are  amply  defcribed 
in  the  word  of  God.  It  is  ftrange,  too,  that  even 
as  to  the  mode  men  have  fo  generally  departed 
from  the  Scriptures  ;  for  fading  upon  fuch  occa-» 
fions  has  fallen  into  general  difufe, 
A  a  3 
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CHAPTER     IX. 

OF  THE  ORDINANCES  OBSERVED  BY  THET 
APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES. 

X  HE  apoflles  not  only  taught  the  difci- 
ples  to  affemble  together,  and  to  chufe  elders  and 
deacons,  but  alfo  to  obferve  certain  ordinances. 
Some  of  thefe  are  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the 
church  of  Jerufalem,  A6ts  ii.  42.  "  And  they 
continued  ftedfaftly  in  the  apoftles*  doBrine,  and 
the  fellovojhip^  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in 
prayers,^''  all  of  which  they  obferved  regularly 
on  the  iirft  day  of  every  week  or  Lord's  day. 
We  find  the  church  alfo,  when  aflembled,  linging 
the  praifes  of  God  and  engaged  in  failing* 


Section    I. 
Of  the  ApofiUs'  Do  Brim, 

The  apoftles  received  a  commandment  from 
Chrift,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature. 
Kjigy^-c-ft;,  to  preach,  properly  fignifies  to  perform 
the  office  of  a  herald,  to  make  proclamation. 
Thus  Jonah  preache  '  'o  Nineveh,  Jon.  iii.  4. 
See  alfo'  Matt.  iii.  1.  iv.  17.  x.  7.  Mark  xvi  15. 
Ads  X.  42.&.C.  To  preach  the  gofpel  always  fig- 
nifies to  make  known  by  proclamation  the  g^ad 
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tidings  of  falvation.  It  does  not  mean  in  Scrip- 
ture an  explanation  of  or  a  comment  on  a  do6trine^ 
or  any  chain  of  reafoning,  but  a  proclamation  of 
fafts,  and  of  truths  connected  with  thefe  fads  *. 

It  was  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  that 
churches  were  gathered,  and  as  we  are  ever  prone 
to  let  the  faving  truth  flip  from  our  minds,  it  is 
neceflary  that  the  churches  be  conftantly  put  in 
remembrance  of  it.  Thus  Paul,  writing  to  the 
church  at  Corinth,  "  Moreover,  brethren,  I  de- 
clare unto  you  the  gofpel  which  I  preached  unto 
you,  which  alfo  ye  have  received,  and  wherein 
ye  Hand ;  by  which  alfo  ye  are  faved,  if  ye  keep 
in  memory  what  I  preached  unto  you,  unlefs  ye 
have  believed  in  vain  :  for  I  delivered  unto  you, 
firft  of  all,  that  which  I  alfo  received,  how  that 
Chrift  died  for  our  fins,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  and  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rofe 
again  the  third  day,  according  to  the  Scriptures,'* 
1  Cor.  XV.  1, — 4.  Upon  this  glorious  truth  the 
apoftles  founded  every  exhortation  which  they 
delivered  to  the  churches. 

But  preaching  is  not  exclufively  a  church  ordi- 
nance. Thofe  who  labour  in  the  word  and  doc- 
trine, ought  to  account  it  their  duty  and  privilege 
to  publifti,  wherever  they  have  opportunity,  the 
glad  tidings  of  falvation ;  to  be  inftant  in  leafon 
out  of  feafon.  Nor  ought  others  who  have 
talents  for  this  to  confider  themfelves  at  liberty 

*  See  the  Preliminary  DiflV.rtations  to  Campbell's  Tranflation 
of  the  Gofpeis,  DilTerl.  vi.  part  5. 
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to  hide  thefe  in  a  napkin.  Every  Chriftian,  as 
he  hath  received  the  gift,  ought  to  minifter  the 
fame  as  a  faithful  fteward  of  the  manifold  grace 
of  God.  Churches  ought  to  obferve  the  various 
endowments  of  their  members,  and  to  excite  them 
to  diligence  in  the  ufe  of  thefe.  They  muft  pro- 
voke one  another  to  love  and  good  works.  One 
end  of  their  aflbciation  is  to  prevent  any  of  the 
talents  committed  to  them  as  individuals  from  be- 
ing loft,  neglected  or  abufed. 

Wherever  we  meet  with  men  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  gofpel,  the  law  of  love  requires  that  we 
fliould  make  known  to  them. the  way  of  falva- 
tion,  and  call  upon  them  to  repent  and  believe 
the  gofpel.  Some  have  given  up  preaching  to 
andaddrefling  or  entreatin  finners  altogether,  al- 
leging that  we  have  no  warrant  to  do  fo  *.  But 
the  duty  is  fo  obvious,  it  comes  fo  exprefsly  un- 
der the  precept  of  loving  our  neighbour  as  our- 
felves,  and  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by,  that 
before  we  could  vindicate  our  negledling  to  preach 
the  gofpel  as  we  have  opportunity,  it  would  be 
neceffary  to  Ihew  that  God  in  his  word  has  direft- 
ly  prohibited  it. 

Some,  who  have  not  carried  matters  quite  fo 

*  This  objeAion  arifes  from  our  having  no  exprefs  coramiffion 
except  that  given  to  the  apoilles ;  but  was  not  this  evidently  in- 
tended for  all  ages?  The  objedlion  is  exadlly  the  fame  as  that 
made  againft  the  diredlions  to  the  firft  churches  being  defigned 
for  thefe  in  all  ages,  that  we  have  only  the  rules  defigned 
for  the  apojlolic  churches.  Thofe  who  fee  the  weaknefs  of  the 
reafoning  in  the  one  cafe,  may  clearly  perceive  it  in  the  other. 
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far,  have  yet  ufed  no  means  to  induce  finners, 
even  thofe  whom  perhaps  they  might  eafily  influ- 
ence, to  come  to  hear  the  gofpel.  Their  worlhip 
is  conduced  folely  with  a  view  to  the  edification 
of  the  church.  Our  doors,  fay  they,  are  open ; 
any  one  may  come  in  and  hear  the  teftimony  of 
the  gofpel,  they  may  alfo  hear  us  exhort  one  ano- 
ther, and  thus  may  be  convinced  and  converted. 
But  is  this  ading  properly  ?  Had  the  apoftles 
fo  learned  Chriit  ?  Do  their  writings  breathe 
fuch  a  fpirit  ?  or  do  we  find  that  churches  are  lefs 
edified  where  greater  zeal  is  difcovered  for  the 
converfion  of  finners,  and  where  fuitable  and 
fcriptural  means  are  employed  for  this  purpofe  ? 
Zeal  for  the  general  diffufion  of  the  gofpel  will 
always  keep  pace  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  work 
of  God  in  a  church. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the  elders  who  are 
qualified  for  it,  are  to  labour  in  the  word  and 
doftrine.  It  is  not  only  neceffary  that  the  gofpel 
fliould  be  preached  for  quickening  the  dead  in 
trefpaffes  and  fins,  but  that  the  difciples  ftiould  be 
taught  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  the  Lord 
has  commanded.  Teaching  includes  inftru61;ion 
in  all  the  ordinances  of  Chrifl,  the  explanation  of 
their  nature  and  end,  as  well  as  direding  them  ia 
the  due  performance  of  all  perfonal  and  relative 
duties.  It  comprehends  every  kind  of  inftruftion 
for  informing  the  ignorant,  confuting  gainfayers, 
and  leading  believers  from  the  firft  principles  of 
Chriftianity  through  all  the  intermediate  fleps^ 
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to  the  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  revealed  will 
of  God  in  the  Scriptures  *.  In  the  epiflles  to  Ti- 
mothy and  Titus,  we  have  ample  information 
with  regard  to  that  teaching  which  is  neceffary  in 
the  churches  of  the  faints.  Timothy  was  to  com- 
mit the  inftru<ftlans  which  he  had  received  from 
Paul,  to  faithful  men  who  fliould  be  able  to  teach 
others  ;  and  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  that  an  el- 
der be  fit  to  teach  thefe,  and  to  open  the  facred 
Scriptures. 

Intimately  connefted  v/ith  teaching,  although 
not  precifely  the  fame,  is  exhortation.  It  means 
to  excite,  by  words  fpoken,  to  any  duty.  It  com- 
prehends entreaty,  confolation,  expoftulation  and 
rebuke.  Teaching  means  pointing  out  what  is 
duty,  exhortation  enforces  the  pradice  of  it.  Thus 
the  apoflles  exhorted  the  believers  to  continue  in 
the  faith,  A£ls  xiv.  21.  and  Barnabas  exhorted 
them  all,  that,  with  purpofe  of  heart,  they  fhould 
cleave  unto  the  Lord,  Afts  xi.  23. 

Teaching  and  exhortation  are  important  parts 
of  the  duty  of  elders,  but  are  not  to  be  confined 
to  them.  The  members  of  a  church  are  bound 
to  teach  and  admonifh  one  another,  Col.  iii.  16* 
The  apoftle  was  perfuaded  of  the  Romans,  that 
they  were  full  of  goodnefs,  filled  with  all  know- 
ledge, able  to  admonifh  one  another,  ch.  XV.  14. 
He  informs  the  Corinthians  that  they  might  all 
prophefy,    1  Cor.  xiv.  31.    and  takes  notice    of 

*  See  an  effay  on  the  means  by  which  the  gofpel  was  preach- 
ed in  the  world,  MilL  Mag.  Vol.  I,  pag.  5v 
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the  good  efFects  likely  to  arife  from  it.  In  the 
commandment  that  women  fhould  keep  lilence  in 
the  churches,  it  is  implied  that  the  men  were  at 
liberty  to  fpeak,  and  he  commands  the  believers 
to  exhort  one  another  daily  while  it  is  called  to- 
day, Heb.  iii.  13.  One  great  end  for  which  Chri- 
itiaus  are  commanded  to  alTemble,  is,  that  they 
might  have  ftated  opportunities  of  mutual  exhor- 
tation. ^*  Not  forfaking  the  affembling  of  your- 
felves  together,  as  the  manner  of  fome  is,  but  ex^ 
horting  one  another,''''  Thus  ought  all  the  gifts 
poffelTed  by  the  members  to  be  turned  to  ac- 
count. 

Chriftians  in  this  country  have  experienced  the 
good  eiFeds  of  mutual  exhortation  in  their  fellow- 
fhip  meetings.  In  confequence  of  not  being  con- 
nected with  churches  of  Chrift,  they  were  depri- 
ved of  this  and  various  other  advantages,  and  to 
fupply  the  deficiency,  they  met  together  in  pri- 
vate. But  a  church  of  Chrill  furnifhes  all  the 
means  of  grace  within  itfelf,  and  although  it  does 
not  prevent  the  members  from  meeting  more  pri- 
vately, it  does  not  oblige  them  to  do  fo  in  order 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  mutual  exhortation. 

Under  the  head  of  the  apoflles'  do£trine  we 
mufl  not  omit  another  important  appointed  means 
for  the  edification  of  the  churches — reading  the 
Scriptures  in  their  public  aflemblics.  The  read- 
ing of  Mofes  and  the  prophets  was  long  pra£tifed 
in  the  Jewllli  fynagogues.  Of  this  mention  is 
made   in   the  New  TeRament.     At  a  very  early 


J 

I 


288     OF  THE  ORDINANCES  OBSERVED 


1 


period  after  our  Lord's  afcenfion,  the  apoftles  be- 
gan to  write  and  to  publifli  the  Scriptures  of  the 
New  Teftament,  and  it  was  intended  that  thefe 
writings  fliould  be  publicly  read,  as  is  evident  from 
the  injunctions  delivered  to  the  churches.  Thus 
Paul,  in  writing  to  the  church  at  ColofTe,  '*  When 
this  epiftle  is  read  amongft  you,  caufe  that  it  be 
read  alfo  in  the  church  of  the  Laodiceans,  and 
that  ye  likewife  read  the  epiftle  from  Laodicea," 
ch.  iv.  16.  The  fame  exhortation  is  elfewhere 
very  ftrongly  enforced ;  "  I  charge  you  by  the 
Lord,  that  this  epiftle  be  read  unto  all  the  holy 
brethren,"  1  Theff.  v.  27.  Reading  was  not  an 
occafional  duty,  and  the  writings  which  were  oc- 
cafionally  addreffed  to  the  churches  by  the  apof- 
tles, were  not  thofe  only  which  were  read.  It 
feems  to  have  been  a  ftated  exercife,  and  no 
doubt  was  extended  to  all  thofe  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture which  were  then  in  exiftence.  Timothy  is 
enjoined  to  difcharge  with  diligence  and  conftancy 
this  part  of  duty  :  "  Till  I  come,  give  attendance 
to  readings  to  exhortation,  to  do6lrine."  That 
this  refers  to  public  reading,  feems  probable  from 
the  conii  ^.eration  that  the  apoftle's  defign  is  to  in- 
ftru6t  Timothy,  and  through  him,  the  minifters 
of  Chrift  in  all  ages,  how  he  and  they  ought  to 
behave  in  the  houfe  of  God  :  reading,  alfo,  is  here 
conne61:ed  with  teaching  and  exhortation. 

Indeed  when  we  confider,  that,  through  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  his  whole  revelario  i  is  con- 
tained in  a  fmall  volume,  nothing  app^-ars   more 
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reafonable  than  that  a  part  of  It  fhould  conftantly 
be  read  in  the  churches  of  the  faints,  that  their 
views  of  divine  truth  may  be  enlarged,  and  that 
the  word  of  Chrift  may  dwell  in  them  richly. 

The  word  of  God  enjoins  all  things  to  be  done 
to  edification ;  but  let  not  this  direftion  be 
abufed  to  fet  afide  any  of  the  Lord's  ordi- 
nances. As  no  order  or  form  of  proceeding  on 
the  Lord's  day  is  prefcribed  or  related  in  Scripture, 
and  as  many  befides  the  church  frequently  attend, 
we  ought  to  have  in  view  the  benefit  of  all  who 
hear,  and  to  condud  the  fervices  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  this,  as  well  as  the  edification  of  the  church, 
may  alfo  be  promoted. 


Section  IL 
Of  the  fellowjhip  or  Contribution, 

We  have  already  confidered  what  is  meant 
by  the  church  at  Jerufalem  having  all  things  in 
common,  uTrxyroe.  Kotvx.  Hence  is  derived  Koivmix,  fel- 
lowfliip  or  communion.  As  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  church  to  aflift  its  poor  members,  and  as 
this  afliftance  was  bellowed  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  all  the  members,  the  term  came  into 
general  ufe.  Thus  Paul  writes,  "  It  hath  pleafed 
them  of  Macedonia  to  make  a  ctvX2.m  fellowjhip^^'* 
Rom. XV.  26.  The  fame  word  occurs,  2  Cor. ix.  13. 
your  liberal  fellowjhipy  and  in  various  other 
places.  The  Greek  fathers  ufe  lAsn^oo-yyi},  alms^ 
Bb 
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as  a  fynonjmous  term.  Jiiflin  Martyr  informs 
us,  that,  in  his  time,  after  the  ordinance  of  the 
fupper,  every  one  that  was  able  and  willing,  gave 
according  to  his  ability,  and  what  was  gathered 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  biihop,  who  re- 
lieved therewith  the  orphans  and  widows,  the 
fick  and  diftrefled,  prifoners,  flrangers,  travellers, 
and,  in  a  word,  all  that  had  need  thereof*. 

It  is  evident  then  that  by  the  fellowfhip  in 
which  the  difciples  ftedfaftly  continued,  A6ls  ii. 
42.  is  meant  the  contribution  jointly  made  by  the 
church  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  ;  and  this  is  an 
additional  argument  to  prove  the  communion  of 
all  things  in  the  church  at  Jerufalem  to  have  been 
what  was  before  fet  forth.  Every  church  ought 
to  confider  this  to  be  an  important  ordinance,  and 
the  members  ought  to  give  liberally,  as  the  Lord 
has  profpered  them  in  this  life,  remembering  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jefus  how  he  faid,  '*  It  is 
more  blelTed  to  give  than  to  receive."  This 
ordinance  has  a  powerful  influence  in  promoting 
love  in  a  church,  and  in  leading  the  members  to 
view  themfelves  as  one  family.  It  fhews  that 
the  Lord  has  at  once  made  provifion  for  the  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal  wants  of  his  people,  when 
aflbciated  according  to  his  will,  and  obferving  his 
commandments.  The  apoflle  feems  to  refer 
particularly    to     this    ordinance,     Heb.  xiii.  16. 

T^5    Ji     tVTTOi'/'xg  XXi  K$l1UVlXi  ft)}  gTT^^fltV^etMcr^J,   0.0  TlOt  JOK- 

*  Lord  King's  Inquiry,  Part  IT.  ch   vi.     See  alfo  the  account 
of  x.<iHM9iXf  Suiceri  Thefaurus,  Vql.  II.  p.  125. 
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get  the  doing  of  good  and  the  fellow Jhip^  for  with 
fuch  facrifices  God  is  well  pleafed. 

With  a  view  of  fupporting  the  poor,  fome  have 
thought  of  laying  up  a  fund,  a  part,  or  the  inte- 
reil  of  which,  is  to  be  employed  for  this  purpofe  ; 
but  this  Is  improper,  and  is  calculated  to  defeat.one 
great  end  of  the  ordinance  of  the  fellowfliip.  In 
appointing  this  ordinance,  the  Lord,  it  would 
feem,  not  only  had  in  view  the  fupplying  the 
wants  of  his  people,  but  the  advancement  of 
brotherly  love  and  tendernefs  of  heart  in  Chri^ 
ilians  to  each  other.  This  end  will  be  bell  at- 
tained by  a  fupply  conftantly  miniftered,  accord- 
ing to  the  neceffities  of  the  faints  at  the  time  they 
occur.  This  prevents  money  being  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Lord's  people,  who  fhould  em- 
ploy it  as  his  fte  wards,  until  it  be  needed.  It  may 
be  urged,  that,  without  a  fund,  there  will  be  dan- 
ger of  a  deficiency.  Let  It  be  remembered,  that 
the  Lord  will  have  a  feed  to  ferve  him  for  ever^ 
that  the  filver  and  gold  are  his,  and  that  we 
have  reafon  in  this,  as  in  other  things,  confidently 
to  expert  that,  as  our  day  is,  fo  fhall  our  ftrength 
be.  Let  us,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  then^ 
fupport  our  poor  brethren  to-day,  and  let  us  not 
be  afraid  of  to-morrow. 
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Section  III. 
Breaking  of  Bread,  or  the  Lord^s  Supper, 

This  is  another  ordinance  appointed  by 
Chrifl  to  be  obferved  in  the  churches.  It  was 
obferved  by  the  church  of  Jerufalem,  Afts  ii.  42. 
Paul  delivered  this  ordinance  to  the  church  of 
Corinth  by  revelation  from  the  Lord  :  '*  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  that  which  alfo  I  delivered 
unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  fame  night 
in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  bread.  And  when 
he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and  faid,  Take, 
eat :  this  is  my  body  which  is  broken  for  you  ; 
this  do  in  remembrance  of  me,"  1  Cor.  xi.  23,  24. 
The  Lord's  fupper  is  a  focial  ordinance.  When 
obferving  it,  we  profefs  our  faith  in  the  death  of 
Jefus,  as  the  only  ground  of  our  hope.  By  thus 
fhewing  forth  or  commemorating  his  death,  we 
declare  our  confidence  of  his  refurre£lion  and  his 
fecond  coming,  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  We  alfo  profefs 
our  union  one  with  another,  as  many  members  of 
the  one  body  of  Chrift,  1  Cor.  x.  11,  Under  the 
law,  when  a  facrifice  of  peace- offering  was  of- 
fered, after  certain  parts  had  been  burnt  on  the 
altar,  and  others  given  to  the  pried,  the  offerer 
feafted  with  his  family  on  what  remained.  This 
reprefented  his  fellowfhip  with  God,  and  the  fa- 
tisfadion  enjoyed  in  this  fellowfhip.  Chrift  our 
pafTover  is  facrlficed  for  us.  He  is  our  peace* 
offering,  and  we  ought  to  obferve  the  Lord's  fup- 
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per^  joying  i"  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom 
we  have  alio  received  the  atonement.  Eating  and 
drinking  of  the  emblems  of  his  facrlfice,  repre- 
fents  this. 

We  have  the  fame  evidence  that  this  ordinance 
was  a  flated  part  of  the  woriliip  of  the  churches 
f.very  Lord's  day,  as  that  they  flatedly  obferved 
the  day  at  all  by  alTembling  together.  In  Adts  ii. 
42.  we  read,  '*  They  continued  ftedfaftly  in  the 
apoflles'  doctrine,  and  in  the  fellowfhip,  and  in  the 
breaking  of  bread,  and  in  the  prayers."  It  is 
evident  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper  is  here  in- 
tended by  the  breaking  of  bread  ;  for  furely  an 
account  of  their  common  meals  would  not  be 
introduced  between  the  different  parts  of  God's 
worihip  ;  and  it  feems  equally  plain,  that  they 
were  as  conftant  in  breaking  bread,  as  in  at- 
tending on  the  apoflles'  do6lrine  and  public 
prayer.  It  formed  a  part,  then,  of  their  flated 
worfliip. 

We  have  an  explicit  teflimony  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  in  A6ls  xx.  7.  *'  Upon  the  firfl  day  of 
the  week,  when  the  difciples  came  together  to 
break  bread^  Paul  preached  unto  them."  The 
church  at  Troas  was  probably  planted  by  Paul. 
We  learn  in  this  chapter,  that  while  hajiing  to 
fpend  the  day  of  Pentecofl  at  Jerufalem,  he  pafTed 
through  Troas,  where  he  arrived  on  the  day 
called  by  us  Monday,  and,  notwithflanding  his 
hafle,  tarried  with  them  feven  days,  evidently 
waiting  for  the  firfl  day  of  the  week,  that  he 
Bb3 
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might  give  fuitable  exhortation  to  the  whole 
church.  On  the  firft  day  of  the  week  they  aflem- 
bled,  and  we  learn  that  the  objeft  of  their  coming 
together  was  to  break  bread.  Doubtlefs  Paul 
had  met  with  fome  of  them  before  ;  we  may  be 
fure  he  was  not  idle  during  the  fix  days,  but  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  whole 
church,  till  the  firft  day  of  the  week  *.  Paul's 
anxiety  to  be  gone  is  very  evident^  for  he  preach- 
ed till  break  of  day,  and  then  departed  on  his 
journey,  ver.  11.  ;  and  yet  he  waited  a  whole 
week  for  the  purpofe  of  commemorating  the 
death  of  Jefus,  and  preaching  to  the  whole  church, 
none  of  whom  he  knew  would  omit  the  obfer- 
vance  of  this  ordinance  on  the  Lord's  day. 

It  was  alfo  the  cuftom  for  the  difciples  at  Co- 
rinth to  come  together  into  one  place,  1  Cor. 
xi,  20.  and  this  meeting  was  upon  the  firft  day 
of  the  week,  1  Cor.  xvi.  2.  When  they  met, 
they  did  eat  and  drink,  profeffing  to  obferve  the 
Lord's  fupper.  The  apoftle,  however,  informs 
them,  that  they  abufed  it  fo  much  that  their 
obfervance  did  not  deferve  the  name,  ver.  20. 
and  they  had  better  not  meet  at  all.  He  then 
proceeds  to  point  out  the  manner  of  worthily  ob- 
ferving  the  ordinance,  ver.  23.  29.  He  does  not 
fay  they  did  it  too  often  or  too  feldom,  but  that 

*  This  exadlly  agrees  with  the  tedimony  of  Juftin  Martyr, 
who  iived  in  the  year  155,  who  fays,  that  on  the  day  called  Sun- 
day the  bifliop's  whole  diocefe,  both  of  the  city  and  the  countfjr. 
met  together,  when  the  bifliop  gave  them  the  eucharift. 
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they  did  it  unworthily.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  as 
to  the  frequency  of  their  obferving  it  ?  Surely 
not.  They  came  together  in  one  place  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  and  the  only  objed  of  their 
meeting  on  that  day  here  mentioned,  is  to  eat  the 
Lord's  fupper.  This  they  muft  have  been  taught 
to  do  by  the  apoftles,  who  appointed  the  fame 
ordinances  in  every  church  ;  fo  that  an  account 
of  the  order  fettled  in  one,  is  the  account  of  the 
whole. 

No  one  can  fhew  clearer  evidence  from  Scrip- 
ture, for  obferving  every  firft  day  of  the  week 
inftead  of  the  Sabbath,  than  has  been  here  given 
for  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fupper  on  that  day. 
Some  fubfidiary  arguments  may  indeed  be  brought 
for  them  :  the  honour,  e.g.  put  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  by  the  Lord  appearing  on  it  once  and 
again  to  the  apoftles  ;  the  outpouring  of  the  Spi- 
rit on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  which  happened  on 
that  day  ;  its  being  called  the  Lord's  day.  Rev. 
i.  10.  &c.  But  all  thefe  would  be  infufficient  to 
juftify  our  praftice,  and  to  render  the  negled  of 
the  firft  day  of  the  w^eek  a  fin,  exclufive  of  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  apoftolic  churches,  recorded  in  the  word 
of  God  for  our  imitation.  Corroborating  argu- 
ments may  alfo  be  brought  for  obferving  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  fupper  weekly  ;  the  Lord,  it  may  be 
faid,  has  not  limited  us  in  the  words  of  the  inftitu- 
tion,  "  As  of:  as  ye  eat,"  &c.  therefore  we  are 
not  guilty  of  fin,  in  frequently  nrtending  to  this 
command.    The  ordinance  was  inftituted  on  pur- 
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pofe  to  difplaj  the  love  oi  Clirift  ;  and  if  we  love 
him  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us,  furely  we  cannot  too- 
often  bring  under  our  review  the  greatnefs  of  his^ 
love,  and,  by  this  ordinance,  have  Chrift  crucified 
evidently  fet  forth  before  our  eyes.  There  feems 
alfo  a  peculiar  propriety,  as  we  commennorate  the 
refurredion  weekly,  at  the  fame  time  to  remem- 
ber his  death  ;  but  however  reafonable  fuch  argu- 
ments may  fhew  our  worlh-p  to  be,  the  queftioa 
muft  be  decided  by  the  revelation  of  God,  froia 
which,  if  we  once  depart,  there  is  no  faying 
where  we  lliall  flop.  Departing  from  Scrip- 
ture is  the  foundation  of  all  will-worihlp  ;  but  if 
we  hearken  to  what  the  Spirit  faith  unto  the 
churches,  whether  by  precept  or  by  approbation 
of  their  practice,  we  cannot  err. 

The  practice  of  the  firft  ages  is  juft  what  we 
might  exped  from  the  word  of  God.  This 
ought  not  altogether  to  be  overlooked;  for  thougb 
we  pay  no  refpedl  to  the  authority  of  the  fathers,, 
as  they  are  called,  their  teftimony  is  certainly  to 
be  regarded  refpefting  fuch  a  matter  of  fa£t  as  the 
frequency  of  adminiftering  the  ordinance  of  the 
fupper. 

*  Confider,'  fays  Mr  Randal,  '  antiquity  in. 
what  view  you  pleafe,  the  elder  or  the  later  ac- 
counts ; — confider  it  among  enemies  or  friends  ; 
— view  it  in  its  truth  or  in  its  lies  ; — in  its  fim- 
plicity  or  in  its  fuperftitions  ; — confider  all  the 
accounts  which  all  forts  of  men  have  given,  take 
the  evidence  from  as  diftant  corners  of  the  worldy. 
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and  as  oppofite  charafters  in  it  as  you  pleafe,  from 
thofe  who  have  no  bias  but  to  the  truth,  or  frona 
fuch  whofe  opinions  and  interefts  would  lead 
them  to  give  this  fa6l  a  colour  if  it  could  bear  it, 
—and  all  with  one  voice  (hall  declare,  that  to 
come  together  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  to 
break  bread,  was  from  the  beginning,  and  for 
many  ages,  the  cuftom,  the  uninterrupted,  un- 
quellioned,  indifputed  pradice  of  all  Chriftian 
churches  : — as  much  fo,  as  it  was  their  praftice 
to  fan£tify  the  Lord's  day,  or  to  pray,  praife,  and 
preach  the  apoftles'  dodrine  upon  it : — that  as 
this  was  the  moft  diftinguiihing  part  of  their  wor- 
fhip,  fo  was  it  w^hat  they  and  their  worfliip  was 
defcribed  by,  (Pliny's  letter),  and  the  aftion  by 
which,  among  themfelves  the  Lord's  day  was 
known,  (dies  pams)^  what  confequently  they 
would  leaft  and  laft  of  all  have  omitted,  while 
any  degree  of  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  remained 
among  them.  How  llrongly  then  does  all  this 
place  this  matter  before  us  !  how  clearly  does 
this  appear  as  the  light  from  the  Scripture  ! 
And  when  all  antiquity  reflects  it  too,  in  fo  direft 
a  manner  to  us,  what  can  we  do,  but  confefs  it  as 
a  part  of  the  truth  coming  from  Chrift,  that  it  is 
his  will,  and  our  duty,  to  continue  Jiedfaftly  in  the 
breaking  of  breads  often  doing  this  in  remembrance 
ofhim'': 

Dr  Erlkine  fhews,  that  during  the  three  firll 
centuries  no  canons  were  made  to  enforce  frequent 
*  Randal  on  the  Lord's  fupper,  p.  31. 
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communion,  but  that  after  the  eftablifhment  of 
Chriftianity,  many  laws  were  neceflary.  Hiftory, 
fays  he,  informs  us,  that  weekly  communions 
were  generally  kept  up  till  the  year  450.  The 
churches  which  firft  of  all  negledled  the  ordinance 
weekly,  and  juftified  this  by  a  certain  ancient  tra- 
dition, were  thofe  at  Rome  and  Alexandria  *. 

The  reformers  were  fully  aware  of  the  apofto- 
lic  practice  refpe£l:ing  the  Lord's  fupper.  Calvin 
thus  exprefles  his  views  :  '  Every  Lord's  day  the 
table  fhould  be  fpread  in  the  church,  and  though 
none  fliould  be  conftrained,  all  fhould  be  exhorted 
to  the  repaft,  the  infrequency  of  obferving  which 
wa»  Satan's  contrivance  f.'  Eminent  men  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  have  avowed  the  fame  fenti- 
ments. 

Dr  Erlkine  obferves,  '  We  are  told  that  in- 
troducing frequent  communion  is  an  innovation, 
and  that  all  innovations  are  dangerous.  But  it  is 
an  innovation  in  no  other  fenfe,  than  the  do6lrine 
of  juftification  in  the  days  of  Luther.  The  trueft 
and  purell  antiquity  is  on  our  fide  ;  whereas,  our 
prefent  pra6lice  is  a  plain  defection  from  the  pri- 
mitive pattern.' 

It  feems  ftrange  indeed,  as  we  have   already 

*  Dr  Erfklne,  having  quoted  Socrates  the  hiftorian  for  this 
facfl,  and  obferving  that  probably  Alexandria  had  followed 
Rome  in  this  matter,  concludes.  We  fee  then  to  ivhat  nve  oive 
the  negle^l  of  nveekly  communions,  even  to  the  pretended  tfadi-' 
tions  of  the  church  of  Rome.     Theolog.  Diflert.  p.  270. 

\  Inftitut.  Rei.  Chrift.  lib.  iv.  cap.  17.   §  45,  4(5. 
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fald,  to  feparate  the  ordinances  of  the  firfl  day 
of  the  week  and  the  Lord's  f upper,  the  one  in- 
tended to  commemorate  the  death,  the  other  the 
refurreftion  of  Jefus  ;  and  one  confequence  of  do- 
ing fo  is,  that  many  profeffors,  and  perhaps  even 
fome  Chriftians,  almoft  forget  that  the  firfl  day 
of  the  week  is  obferved  in  commemoration  of  our 
Lord's  refurre6tion  *. 

One  great  end  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  to  repre- 
fent  the  union  of  Chriftians  with  one  another, 
through  their  union  with  their  Lord.  **  The 
cup  of  bleffing  which  we  blefs  f,  is  it  not  tlie 
communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?  The  bread 
which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of 
the  body  of  Chrift:  ?  As  (there  is)  one  bread, 
we  (being)  many  are  one  body,  for  we  are  all 
partakers  of  that  one  bread,"  1  Cor.  x.  16.  Here 
we  find,  that  the  unity  of  thofe  who  join  in  ob- 
ferving  the  ordinance,  is  repreftnted  by  their  all 

*  Dr  Doddridge  obferves,  that  it  plainly  appears  from  the 
rood  credible  account  of  the  primitive  church,  that  the  Lord's 
fupper  was  ufed  mucli  more  frequently  among  them  than  with 
us,  and  that  it  made  a  part  of  their  public  worfliip  every  Lord's 
day.  He  refers  on  this  fubje<ft  to  Pearce  on  the  Euch.  p.  174, — 
177.  Erfkine  on  Frequent  Communion,  pajjim.  Richard  Bax- 
ter's works,  vol.t.  p.  470, — 476.  Calv,  Inftit.  lib.  iv  fe(5l.  xvii. 
§  44, — 45.  Witlii  Econ.  Faed.  lib.  iv.  c.  xvii.  §  2>3'  ^^^  Dod- 
dridge's Lecllures  on  Divinity,  &c.  Prop.  civ. 

f  Some  would  here  fupply  otot  for  "  which  we  blefs,"  or  ra- 
ther for  "  which  we  give  thanks."  At  all  events  it  is  evident, 
by  the  account  of  the  inftitution,  that  God  was  blefled,  or 
thanks  given  to  him,  and  that  the  bleffing  does  not  refer  to  the 
bread  and  wine,  or  to  what  has  been  called  their  confecration. 
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partaking  of  one  bread.  This  clearly  fhews  us, 
that  the  church  fhould  all  communicate  at  the 
fame  time,  and  not  at  different  times,  as  is  the 
cuftom  with  many  in  Scotland.  This  ordinance 
is  much  calculated  to  promote  mutual  love,  and 
to  reprefent  the  complete  feparation  which  the 
gofpel  makes  between  Chriftians  and  the  world. 
It  is  a  fign  or  witnefs  to  thofe  who  look  for  him, 
that  the  Lord  will  come  again  without  fin  unto 
falvation,  and  is  thus  intended  to  ftrengthen  their 
faith  and  hope. 

No  ordinance  has  been  more  generally  or  grofs- 
ly  perverted  and  mifunderftood  than  this.  It 
was  changed  at  Corinth  into  a  common  entertain- 
ment ;  afterwards  the  elements  came  to  be  wor- 
fliipped ;  and  ftill  fuperftition  and  a  fpirit  of  bond- 
age in  regard  to  it,  which  have  no  foundation  in 
Scripture,  too  much  prevail.  Some  will  not  par- 
take, they  are  fo  unworthy  :  are  not  thefe  feek- 
ing  juftification,  as  it  were,  by  the  works  of  the 
law  ?  Does  Chriil  receive  only  the  worthy  ?  In 
fuch  words  and  thoughts  there  wanteth  not  fin, 
although  attired  in  the  garb  of  humility.  Is  not 
their  language  exadly  that  of  the  flothful  fervant, 
*'  I  knew  thee  that  thou  art  an  hard  man  ?"  He 
was  too  humble,  too  diffident  of  his  abilities  to 
make  ufe  of  his  talent,  and  fome  are  too  diffident 
of  themfelves  to  fit  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord ; 
but  they  are  not  aware  that  this  arifes  in  fa6t 
from  dillruil  in  Chrift,  from  pride  and  felf  righ- 
teoufnefs,  i.  e.  from  unwillingnefs  to  fubmit  to 
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the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  to  receive  mercy  as 
guilty  finners,  totally  independent  of  their  own 
worthinefs. 

It  is  a  fimilar  error  which  has  produced  the 
objeftion  that  weekly  communion  will  deflroy 
all  folemnity.  Does  frequency  in  prayer  make 
us  lefs  folemn  in  the  duty  ?  Does  the  weekly 
return  of  the  Lord's  day  deflroy  its  folemnity  ? 
Should  we  be  more  folemn  at  family- worlhip,  if 
we  only  attended  to  the  duty  once  a-month  ? 
But  the  Lord's  fupper,  it  is  faid,  is  more  folemn 
than  any  other  duty.  Where  do  we  learn  this  ? 
Not  in  Scripture  *.  We  muft  not  believe  every 
fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits  by  the  teftimony  of  God. 
It  may  feem  as  if  we  argued  againft  folemnity  ; 
but  we  only  argue  againll  attaching  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  folemnity  to  one  ordinance,  as  tends  to 
make  us  tremble  to  obferve  it  with  due  frequency, 
and  diminilhes  our  reverence  for  others  appointed 
by  the  fame  authority.  We  do  not  argue  againjl 
the  folemnity  of  this  ordinance,  we  argue ybr  the 
due  folemnity  of  every  ordinance  f . 

*  Some  think  that  this  is  implied  in  the  precept  to  examine 
oiirfelves  in  connedlion  with  this  ordinance,  i  Cor.  xi.  29.  But 
this  caution  was  rendered  neceflary  by  the  abufe  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

f  For  a  more  particular  account  of  this  ordinance,  fee  Randal 
and  Erikine  on  Frequent  Communion.  Alfo  a  Letter,  by  the 
Author,  to  the  church  of  Chrift  aflembling  in  the  Tabernacle, 
Edinburgh,  with  MifcelJaneous  Obfervations. 

Cc 
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Section    IV. 
Of  Grayer  and  Praife, 

We  have  taken  notice  of  the  gracious  pro- 
Hiife  which  the  Lord  has  made  to  his  difciples,  to 
be  in  the  midfl  of  two  or  three  aflembled  in  his 
name.  This  not  only  implies  that  it  is  his  will 
that  they  fhould  aflemble  together,  it  alfo  teaches 
the  aflemblies  of  his  people  to  exped  his  fuperin- 
tendance  and  bleffing.  Yet  for  all  the  blefTings 
he  beftows,  he  will  be  enquired  of  by  them. 
Prayer  is  an  exprefTion  of  our  dependence  on  God. 
It  implies  a  fenfe  of  our  own  infufficiency,  and 
confidence  in  God  as  the  giver  of  every  good  and 
perfedt  gift.  It  is  therefore  an  important  duty  in 
members  of  the  fame  church,  to  bear  one  another 
on  their  hearts  before  God.  But  we  now  fpeak 
of  prayer  as  an  ordinance  of  God  for  his  people 
when  aflembled. 

He  has  faid,  that  where  two  agree  on  earth 
touching  what  they  Ihall  alk,  he  will  do  it  for 
them,  Matt,  xviii.  19.  Whenever  any  emergency 
occurs  in  a  church,  any  difficulty,  for  inflance,  or 
cafe  of  difcipline,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  church  to 
be  earneft  in  prayer.  In  their  ordinary  and  da- 
ted meetings,  this  ought  alfo  to  form  an  impor- 
tant part  of  their  exercifes.  In  proportion  as  re- 
ligion profpers  in  a  church,  will  a  fpirit  of  grace 
and  fupplication  make  this  manifefl. 

Praying  in  the  churcu  ought  not  to  be  confined 
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to  the  elders.  The  brethren  ought  to  account  it 
their  duty  and  privilege,  when  called  upon,  to  lead 
the  worfliip.  We  find  the  brethren  at  Corinth 
reproved  for  the  abufe  of  miraculous  gifts,  by 
praying  in  an  unknown  tongue  in  the  church, 
and  they  are  directed  to  pray  fo  as  to  be  under- 
ftood,  1  Cor.  xiv.  14.  As  to  the  pofture  of 
prayer,  we  find  in  Scripture  that  both  (landing  and 
kneeling  were  pradifed. 

Praife  is  another  delightful  part  of  inflituted 
worfhip.  It  mod  nearly  refembles  the  worfhip 
of  heaven,  where  they  praife  God  day  and  night. 
Paul  exhorts  us  to  fing  in  pfalms,  and  hymns,  and 
fpiritual  fongs,  Col.  iii.  1(5.  The  Pfalms,  chiefly 
compofed  by  David,  are  a  moft  beautiful  and  ufe- 
ful  part  of  Scripture.  Jefus  is  no  where  more 
plainly  predicted,  nor  could  there  be  a  more  fui- 
table  direftory  for  the  praifes  of  the  Old  Teftament 
church  ;  but  certainly,  as  we  pray  in  New  Tefta- 
ment language,  we  ought  alfo  to  praife  in  the 
fame,  and  not  always  fmg  of  the  falvation  of 
Chrift  in  prophecies,  types,  and  figures.  Can  we 
fing  too  plainly  concerning  him  who  was  dead 
and  is  alive  ?  At  the  fame  time,  many  of  the 
Pfalms  are  fo  evidently  defcriptive  of  the  fuiFer- 
ings  of  Chrift,  and  his  glory  which  followed, 
that  they  are  excellently  adapted  for  the  edifica- 
tion and  comfort  of  believers.  This  infpired  col- 
ledion,  therefore,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  laid 
afide.  But  furely  that  zeal  is  merely  the  effed: 
of  prejudice,   and  not  according   to  knowledge^ 
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which  would  exclude  New  Teftament  language 
from  the  fongs  of  New  Teftament  churches  ;  nor 
can  there  be  any  good  reafon  why  other  paffages 
ihould  not  be  ufed  in  praife  as  well  as  the  pfalms. 
We  are  not  limited  to  thcfe  by  the  word  of 
God. 

Praife  is  an  expreffion  of  joy.  Is  any  man  joy- 
ful, (ev^y^w)  ?  let  him  fing  pfalms,  James  v.  13. 
As  praife  is  an  immediate  addrefs  to  God,  it  is 
certainly  proper,  that  the  pofture  in  which  this 
part  of  worfhip  is  frequently  performed  by  Chri- 
llians  fhould  be  altered.  Sitting  while  finging 
the  praifes  of  God,  is  equally  improper  with  fit- 
ting in  prayer.  We  may  pray  or  fing,  indeed, 
in  any  pofture  ;  but  ftill  we  ought,  even  in  the 
pofture  of  our  bodies,  to  exprcfs  our  reverence  for 
God. 

We  have  no  inftance  in  Scripture  of  an  aflem- 
bly  fitting  while  finging  the  praifes  of  God.  If- 
rael  was  exhorted  lojland  up  and  blefs  the  Lord 
their  God,  Neh.  ix.  5.  In  the  temple  \\\cjJiood 
and  fang  the  praifes  of  God,  Pfal.  cxxxiv.  i. 
cxxxv.  1, — 3.  This  too  is  the  pofture  in  which 
the  faints  before  the  throne  are  reprefented,  Rev^ 
vii.  P. 


Section    V. 

O/Fafting, 

We  noticed  fafting  as  another  ordinance  t< 
be  obferved  by  the  churches. 
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A  religious  fail  is  a  feafon  of  peculiar  humili- 
ation before  God.  It  fuppofes  abftinence  evei> 
from  lawful  and  ordinary  enjoyments  *.  It  may 
be  obferved,  either  with  the  view  of  promoting 
fpirituallty  of  mind  and  deadnefs  to  the  world,  or 
when  we  are  deiirous  that  fome  calamity  fhould 
be  averted  with  which  we  are  threatened  j  or  in 
the  time  of  calamity  to  confefs  we  are  puniftied 
lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve,  and  to  pray  for 
mercy.  It  was  pra£lifed  in  the  church  of  An- 
tloch,  Afts  xiii.  3.  it  was  joined  with  prayer  at 
the  ordination  of  elders,  Ads  xiv.  23. 

Fading  on  extraordinary  occafions  is  evidently 
an  important  duty.  The  great  day  of  atonement 
was  a  folemn  faft  when  Ifrael  was  to  afflid  their 
fouls  and  confefs  their  fins.  It  was  much  pradi- 
fed  by  the  people  of  God,  and  much  countenan- 
ced by  him  under  the  Old  Teftament.  He  calls 
to  the  duty  on  particular  occafions  :  '*  Blow  the 
trumpet  in  Sion,  fandify  a  faft,  call  a  folemn  af- 
fembly  :  Gather  the  people,  fandify  the  congre- 
gation, aflemble  the  elders,  gather  the  childreny- 
and  thofe  that  fuck  the  breafts  ;  let  the  bride- 
groom go  forth  of  his  chamber,  and  the  bride  out 
of  her  clofet ;  let  the  priefts,  the  minifters  of  the 
Lord,  weep  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and 
let  them  fay.  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give 
not  thine  heritage  to  reproach,  that  the  heathen 

*  Although  it  is  fo  evident  from  the  word  of  God,  that,  faft- 
mg  implies  abftinence  from  food,  there  are  many  Chriftians  who  • 
deem  this  unneceflTary  ftridnefs,  if  not  legal  bondage, 
Cc3. 
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fhould  rule  over  them  ;  wherefore  (hould  they 
fay  among  the  people,  Where  is  their  God  ?'* 
Joel  ii.  15, — 17.  Jefus  gives  us  diredions  how 
to  perform  it :  "  Moreover,  when  ye  fail,  be  not^ 
as  the  hypocrites,  of  a  fad  countenance  ;  for  they 
disfigure  their  faces,  that  they  may  appear  unto 
men  to  faft»  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  they  have 
their  reward.  But  thou,  when  thou  fafteft,  anoint 
thine  head  and  wafti  thy  face,  that  thou  appear 
not  unto  men  to  faft,  but  unto  thy  Father  which  is 
in  fecret  j  and  thy  Father,  which  feeth  in  fecret, 
fhall  reward  thee  openly,"  Matt,  vir  16, — 18. 
He  informs  us  alfo  of  its  efficacy  ;  *'  Howbeit, 
this  kind  goeth  not  out  but  by  prayer  and  fad- 
ing," Matt.  xvii.  21.  He  indeed  told  the  Phari- 
fees,  that  it  would  be  improper  in  his  difciples  to 
faft  while  he  was  with  them  ;  but  that  when  he 
left  them,  then  they  would  faft.  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  Chriftians  to  faft,  is  clearly  implied  in 
various  other  paflages  of  Scripture.  Thus,  '*  De- 
fraud ye  not  one  the  other,  except  it  be  with  con- 
fent  for  a  time,  that  ye  may  give  yourfelves  to_ 
fa/ting  and  prayer,'*  1  Cor.  vii.  5.  I 

It  is  no  objedlion  to  this  being  a  church  ordi- 
nance that  our  Lord  gives  direftions  to  avoid  of- 
tentation  in  private  fafting.  The  fame  would 
hold  againft  prayer,  almfgiving,  &.c.  We  have 
no  precept  refpecting  the  frequency  or  the  exaft 
manner  of  obferving  a  religious  faft.  No  man 
therefore  has  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  another  on 
this  head.     Circumftances  muft  be  attended  to  j 
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we  muft  confider  what  our  conftitutions  can  bear^ 
and  what  our  fituations  will  admit.  We  are  not 
called  to  injure  our  health.  We  may  fay  of  fad- 
ing, as  our  Lord  faid  of  the  Sabbath,  '*  it  was 
made  for  man,  not  man  for  it."  Falling  is  an 
ordinance  for  his  benefit,  and  much  of  the  advan- 
tage we  have  reafon  to  expeft  from  it  depends  on 
obferving  it  in  a  proper  manner,  whither  in  pu- 
blic or  private. 

It  is  highly  proper  that  a  contribution  for  the 
poor  Ihould  be  connected  with  fafting.  If  we  be 
under  the  influence  of  a  covetous  fpirit,  we  are 
but  mocking  God.  **  Is  it  fuch  a  fall  that  I  have 
chofen  ?  a  day  for  a  man  ta  afflid  his  foul  ?  is  it 
to  bow  down  his  head  as  a  bulrulh,  and  to  fpread 
fackcloth  and  afhes  under  him  ?  wilt  thofi  call 
this  a  faft,  and  an  acceptable  day  to  the  Lord  ? 
Is  not  this  the  faft  that  I  have  chofen  ?  to  loofe 
the  bands  of  wickednefs,  to  undo  the  heavy  bur- 
dens, and  to  let  the  opprefled  go  free,  and  that  ye 
break  every  yoke  ?  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to 
the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor  that  are 
caft  out  to  thy  houfe  ?  when  thou  feeft  the  naked 
that  thou  cover  him ;  and  that  thou  hide  not  thy- 
felf  from  thine  own  flefti  ?"  Ifa.  Iviii.  5,  6,  7, 
The  Lord  does  not  here  difapprove  of  outward 
humiliation,  but  exprefles  his  contempt  of  the 
outward  appearance,  while  the  heart  is  not  right 
with  him. 
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Section   VI. 

SanElification  of  the  Jirji  day  of  the  Week, 

God  from  the  beginning  fan6tifiecl  the  fe** 
venth  day.  On  that  day,  he  relied  from  his- 
works  ;  and  no  other  account  can  be  given  of  his 
bleffing  and  fan6lifying  it,  than  that  he  intended 
man  to  fet  apart  that  day  for  religious  worfhip  *. 
Indeed,  it  appears  that  God  fpent  fix  days  in  the 
work  of  creation,  and  refted  on  the  feventh,  be- 
caufe  he  intended  that  man  fhould  follow  the  fame 
order. 

We  have  no  account  of  the  obfervance  of  this 
day  before  the  children  of  lirael  left  Egypt  ;  but 
this  no  more  proves  that  it  was  not  previoufly  ob-r^ 
ferved,  than  the  filence  of  Scripture  proves  that 
there  were  no  meetings  before  that  time  for  religi- 
ous purpofes,  or  that  the  fabbatical  year  was  never 
obferved  in  Ifrael,  or  that  circumcilion  was  ne- 
gledted  from  Joihua's  time  to  John  the  Baptift's. 
We  have  ftrong  prefumptive  evidence  of  its  ob- 
fervance, from  days  being  reckoned  by  fevens  by 
the  patriarchs,  and  this  appears  to  be  the  origin 
of  the  perfe<Elion  attributed  to  that  number,  and 
from  the  period  of  weeks,  which  feems  before 
that  a  common  mode  of  computing  time. 

*  Dr  Kennicott  would  interpret  Gen.  ii.  3^  "  And  God  reli- 
ed on  the  feventh  day  from  all  his  works  which  he  had  made; 
and  God  caufed  (man)  to  blefs  and  worfliip  on  the  feventh  day, 
and  ordered  him  to  fancflify  it."     Two  Diflert.  on  the  Tree  or 
life,  &c.  Oxford,  1747,   p.  iz5. 
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God  gave  to  Ifrael  his  fabbaths,  commanding 
them  to  obferve  them,  and  to  do  no  work  there- 
in. This  was  to  believers  a  lign  of  their  enter- 
ing into  his  reft,  and  ceafing  from  their  works  as 
he  did  from  his.  It  alfo  reminded  them  that  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth  had  given  them  reft  from 
Egyptian  bondage.  The  redemption  of  Ifrael 
was  a  figure  of  the  redemption  of  the  people  of 
God.  The  reft  from  Egyptian  bondage  was  a 
ihadow  of  the  reft  which  believers  obtain.  Hence 
the  Jewifti  fabbath  is  called  a  ftiadow  of  things  to 
come,  Col.ii.  16.  and  when  Chrift  (who  was  the 
body)  came,  this,  as  other  fliadows,  fled  away. 

When  he  who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
appeared  in  our  nature,  and  redeemed  his  people 
by  his  blood,  he  rofe  from  the  dead  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  week.  On  that  day,  he  refted  from  a 
greater  work  than  that  of  creation.  It  is  called 
the  Lord's  day  *,  Rev.  i.  10.  which  feems  exa£l- 
ly  to  coincide  with  the  118th  Pfalm,  where  the 
refurredion  of  Chrift  is  prophefied  of,  ver.  22, 
**  The  ftone  which  the  builders  refufed  is  become 
the  head  of  the  corner.  This  is  the  Lord's  do- 
ing ;  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes,"  compared  with 
A6lsiv.  11.  It  is  immediately  added,  ver.  24. 
*'  This  is  the  day  God  made  ;  we  will  rejoice  and 
be  glad  in  it :"  and  probably  the  apoftle  alludes  to 
this  change  of  the  fabbath,  or  reft,  when  he  fays, 

*  All  hiftory  is  a  comment  upon  this  name.  However  much 
men  called  Chriftians  differed  in  other  refpeds,  they  agreed  that 
the  firft  day  of  the  week  had  come  in  place  of  the  fevcnth. 
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**  There  remains  therefore,  a-x/i/ittlfo-f^eg,  a  reit  fof 
the  people  of  God,"  Heb.  iv.  9. 

Life  and  immortality  were  now  brought  tD 
light.  New  heavens  and  a  new  earth  were  cre- 
ated, in  comparifon  of  which,  the  former  were 
not  to  be  remembered  nor  to  come  Into  mind,  Ifa. 
Ixv.  17.  The  Lord  diftinguifhed  the  day  on 
which  he  rofe,  by  appearing  to  his  difciplcs  once 
and  again  upon  it ;  and  thefe  appearances  are  re- 
corded for  our  inftrudion  *.  It  was  not  neceffii- 
ry  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  by  a  pofitive  precept  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  as  the  day,  not  the  duty,  itfelf  was  chan- 
ged. We  have  alfo  poiitlve  evidence  that  this  day 
was  ftatedly  obferved  by  the  churches.  Thus  the 
church  at  Troas  met  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
and  the  church  of  Corinth  did  the  fame,  1  Cor. 
xvi.  1,  2.  Some  Jewiih  believers,  it  appears,  alfo 
obferved  the  fabbath  ;  but  we  have  no  hint  of 
any  who  neglefted  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  nor 
can  we  conceive  this  to  have  been  a  matter  on 
which  the  apoftle  would  have  fpoken  as  he  did  of 
the  other,  which  was  now  grown  obfolete,  Rom. 
xiv.  6. 

We  K^ow  from  Scripture  that  it  is  the  will  of 
God  that  the  churches   fliould  aflemble  on  this 


*  Surely  there  mud  be  a  particular  reafon  for  our  being  in- 
formed of  the  repeated  appearances  of  our  Lord  on  the  firft  clay 
of  the  week.  Luke  xxiv.  i  v  John  xx.  19.  26.  and  what  fo  natu- 
ral as  the  fuppolition  that  he  intended  peculiar  honour  to  this 
day  ? 
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day.  Thus  we  keep  the  feventh  part  of  our  time 
holy  to  the  Lord.  There  is  indeed  a  change  of 
tlie  day,  and  this  we  fee  warranted  by  the  example 
of  the  apoftolic  churches.  Probably  the  Lord  al- 
luded to  the  change,  when  he  declared  himfelf  *'the 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath.'*  Through  his  refurredlion, 
which  on  that  day  we  commemorate,  we  are  begot- 
ten to  a  lively  hope  of  entering  into  the  heavenly 
reft ;  and  obferving  the  firft  day  of  the  week  in 
faith,  we  enjoy  the  earneft  of  it,  Heb.  iv.  3.  It 
ought  then  to  be  a  day  of  holy  joy.  The  churches 
ought  upon  it  to  alTemble  for  the  obfervance  of 
the  ordinances,  and  to  enjoy  fellowfhip  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  jefus  Chrift,  and  thus  to 
llrengthen  the  bond  of  love  which  knits  them  to 
Chrift  and  to  each  other. 

In  private,  Chriftians  ought  to  devote  this  day 
to  religious  exercifes.  Every  day  they  are  to 
walk  in  the  fear  of  God  ;  but  in  proportion  as 
they  are  fpiritually- minded,  they  will  delight  in 
that  day,  and  feel  it  their  duty  to  exclude  the 
world  from  their  thoughts,  and,  in  meditation  of 
the  glory  of  Chrift,  to  anticipate  the  happinefs  of 
an  eternal  Sabbath. 

We  are  not  to  obferve  a  Pharifaical  Sabbath, 
which  our  Lord  repeatedly  cenfures.  We  have 
no  right  to  punifti  the  profanation  of  it  by  tem- 
poral penalties  ;  for  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  as  go- 
verned during  the  theocracy,  is  now  at  an  end,  and 
whatever  Jewifli  peculiarity  was  added  to  the  ori- 
ginal inftitution   is   now  aboliftied  :    but  ftill  we 
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muft  not  fet  afide  the  fourth  commandment.  We 
have  a  ftrong  proof  of  its  univerfal  obligation  in 
its  being  given  amongft  nine  others,  which  are 
always  to  be  obferved.  It  is  true  that  a  cir- 
cumftantial  difference  has  been  made  on  the  com- 
mandment by  divine  authority,  but  ftill  the  pre- 
cept of  devoting  a  feventh  part  of  our  time  pe- 
culiarly to  God  is  fan£tioned  by  the  example  of 
the  apoftles.  Our  Lord's  dire6ting  his  difciples 
to  pray  that  their  flight  might  not  be  on  the  Sab- 
bath, Matt.  xxiv.  20.  is  a  ftrong  evidence  that 
they  were  to  obferve  a  day  under  the  Chriftian 
difpenfation,  although  the  Jewifti  Sabbath  was 
abolifhed  *,  Col.  ii.  16. 

Some  pay  a  confiderable  degree  of  outward  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  while  they  do 
not  confider  it  to  be  a  divine  inftitution,  or  at  leaft 
have  not  their  minds  fully  made  up  on  the  fub- 
je&.  It  is  obvious  however,  that  fuch  a  ftate  of 
mind  in  regard  to  any  part  of  divine  truth,  nl 
hurtful ;  and  therefore  every  Chriftian  fliould  ex? 
amine  the  fubjeft  ferioufly,  that  his  obfervance 
of  the  day  may  be  an  a6t  of  obedience  to  God, 
and  not  of  compliance  with  cuftom,  or  the  effect 
of  education.  None  will  obferve  this  day  fo  con- 
fcientioufly  and  ftridly,  as  thofe  who  have  fee 
with  their  own  eyes  good  grounds  for  their  prac 
tice. 

»  Some  would  tranflate  <r«/3/3*l4>j»,  (fabbaths)  in  this  paffag^ 
<weeks,  and  fuppofe  an  allufion  to  be   made  to  the  weeks  unc 
the  law,  which  were  particularly  holy  on   account  of  cert! 
feaas. 
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Section  VII. 
0/Baptifm, 

Baptism  is  not  a  fecial  ordinance.  It  is 
appointed  for  individuals.  As  all  perfons,  how- 
ever, who  were  added  to  the  apoilolic  churches 
were  baptifed,  it  may  be  proper  to  confider  it  in 
this  place. 

We  have  various  inflances  of  its  being  ad- 
miniftered  in  private,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  eu- 
nuch, A6ts  viii.  the  jailor  at  Philippi,  &:c.  In- 
deed, when  the  apoftles  came  to  a  place  where 
there  was  no  church,  it  could  not  be  otherwife. 
Thefe  inftances,  however,  do  not  render  it  impro- 
per to  adminifter  baptifm  in  a  church  of  Chrift. 
Where  this  can  be  conveniently  done,  it  may  cer- 
tainly be  for  edification,  and  parents  ought  highly 
to  efteem  the  prayers  of  their  brethren  on  behalf 
of  their  children,  which  in  this  cafe  they  have  a 
peculiar  opportunity  of  enjoying. 

Baptifm,  like  the  Lord's  fupper,  is  an  emble- 
matic ordinance.  God  has  been  pleafed  in  every 
age,  to  inftrudl  us  by  fenfible  reprefentations  as 
well  as  by  the  verbal  declaration  of  his  will, 
Thefe  are  calculated  to  make  a  deep  impreffion 
on  our  minds,  and  to  prevent  our  letting  flip  the 
truth  from  our  memories. 

When  the  gofpel  was  preached  to  our  firft  pa- 
rents, it  appears  that  facrifices  were   appointed^ 
Dd 
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Gen.  iv.  4.  Thus  a  lively  reprefentatlon  was 
given  of  the  great  fin-ofFering  which  they  were 
taught  to  expe6l.  When  God  made  a  covenant 
with  Nfeah,  that  the  earth  fhould  no  more  be 
overflowed  with  water,  Gen.  ix.  11.  he  appointed 
the  rainbow  a  vifible  pledge  or  feal  of  its  ac- 
complifhment. 

When  Abraham  was  called  to  go  forth  from 
his  native  country,  he  knew  not  whither,  he  obey- 
ed J  and  when  it  was  naturally  impoflible  that 
he  could  have  a  child,  he  believed  God  that  his 
feed  Ihould  be  numerous  as  the  ftars  of  heaven. 
His  faith  was  counted  to  him  for  rigbteoufnefs, 
and  he  was  called  the  friend  of  God,  and  conftitu- 
ted  the  father  of  all  believers,  whether  Jews  or 
Gentiles,  Rom.  iv.  16,  n. 

God  made  an  everlafting  covenant  with  Abra- 
ham, to  be  a  God  to  him  and  to  his  feed  after 
him,  Gen.  xvii.  7.  Chrift  was  the  feed  efpecially 
alluded  to  in  this  promife.  God  was  peculiarly 
his  God,  and  it  is  in  virtue  of  our  relation  to  him 
that  he  is  our  God,  John  xx.  11,  '*  Hence,"  fays 
the  apoftle,  '*  he  faith  not  unto  feeds  as  of  many, 
but  of  one,  and  to  thy  feed  which  is  Chrift," 
Gal.  iii.  16. 

While  the  apoftle  here  fliews  that  the  covenant 
was  confirmed  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  pointedly 
alluded  to  him,  he  by  no  means  affirms  that  it  did 
not  refpedl  Abraham's  natural  offspring.  This 
was  exprefsly  declared  in  the  covenant,  "  I  will 
cftablilh  my  covenant  between  me  and  thee,  anc 
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thy  feed  after  thee  in  their  generations ,  for  an 
everlafting  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and 
to  thy  feed  after  thee,"  Gen.  xvii.  7.  By  compa- 
ring this  paiTage  with  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle, 
we  learn,  1/?,  That  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant 
were  promifed  to  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham. 
2dly^  That  thefe  were  not  promifed  to  all  the  na- 
tural feed,  but  to  thofe  who  were  Chrift's*.  The 
hiftory  of  the  Jews  illuftrates  this.  Many  {hew- 
ed that  they  were  not  the  children  of  Abraham, 
but  in  every  age  there  was  a  remnant  of  his  na- 
tural feed.  3dly,  That  the  bleffings  of  the  cove- 
nant were  not  to  be  confined  to  the  natural 
feed  of  Abraham,  but  to  extend  to  all  believers 
who,  by  union  with  Chrift,  (who  is  eminently 
Abraham's  feed)  were  to  become  the  children  of 
Abraham,  Gal.  iii.  29.  Thus  the  Scripture  fore- 
faw  that  God  would  juftify  the  heathen  through 
faith,  Gal.  iii.  8.  By  the  preaching  of  the  apoftles, 
and  the  Gentiles  receiving  repentance  unto  life, 
the  myftery  which  had  been  hidden  from  the  fous 
of  men  was  at  length  revealed,  that  the  Gentiles 
Ihould  be  fellow-heirs  of  the  fame  body,  and  par- 
takers of  his  promife  in  Chrift  by  the  gofpel^ 
Eph.  iii.  6.  This  clearly  demonftrates  the  fpiri- 
tual  nature  of  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham. 
The  inheritance  which  the  Gentiles  were  jointly 
to  inherit  with  the  flefhly  feed,  was  doubtlefs  tha 
heavenly  Canaan.      The    one  were   the  natural 

*  Chrijl  is  fometimes  ufed  in  Scripture  to  fignify  his  people, 
who  are  his  body,  i  Cor.  xii.  iz.  27.    Eph.  iv.  16. 
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branches  of  the  olive  tree,  and  the  other  grafted 
in  contrary  to  nature,  for  with  God  nothing  is 
impoflible.  He  is  able  of  the  ftones  to  raife 
up  children  to  Abraham.  All  fpiritual  blefllngs 
were,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  exclulively  entailed 
on  his  family,  and  it  is  only  in  virtue  of  their  be- 
coming members  of  it  that  the  Gentiles  re- 
ceive thefe  bleffings. 

Some  allege  that  the  covenant  was  of  a  mixed 
nature,  afliiring  Abraham  that  his  feed  by  Ifaac 
Ihould  inherit  the  land  of  Canaan,  while  his  fpiri- 
tual feed  fhould  obtain  the  heavenly  inheritance. 
But  this  is  not  the  cafe,  elfe  the  law  made  the 
promife  of  none  effed  (Gal.  iii.  17.)  to  fuch  of 
the  flefhly  feed  as  fell  in  the  wildernefs  for  difo- 
bedience,  and  breaking  the  Sinai  covenant,  and 
thus  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  declaration  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  the  law  was  againft  the  promifes  of 
God,  Gal.  iii.  21.  In  this  cafe  alfo,  the  grand 
objeftion  of  the  Antipsedobaptifls  will  meet  them 
in  all  its  force  *  j   for  if  the  land  of  Canaan  was 

*  An  argument  much  urged  by  them  is,  that  if  fpiritual  blef-^ 
lings  were  promifed  to  the  fleflily  feed  of  Abraham,  all  the  fiefli- 
ly  feed  muft  obtain  thefe.  The  apoftle  however  aflerts,  that 
this  v;as  not  the  intention  of  God,  *'  For  they  are  not  all  Ifrael 
that  are  of  Ifrael;  neither  becaufe  they  are  the  feed  of  Abra- 
ham, are  they  all  children  ;  but  in  Ifrael  fliall  thy  feed  be  call- 
ed ;  that  is,  they  which  are  the  children  of  the  fiefh,  thefe  are 
not  the  children  of  God  ;  but  the  children  of  the  promife  are 
accounted  for  the  feed,"  Rom.  ix.  6,  7,  8.  Here  we  are  inform- 
ed, that  it  was  never  God's  intention  that  all  the  children  of 
Abraham  were  to  be   blefled  with  him ;  but  nothing  can  be 
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promifed  to  the  feed  of  Ifaac,  how  came  it  that 
nearly  five  hundred  years  elapfed  before  any  of 
them  obtained  it  ? 

That  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham  was 
the  covenant  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure,  is 
manifeft.  It  is  oppofed  to  the  law,  and  called 
the  covenant  that  was  confirmed  in  Chrift  *,  Gal. 
iii.  17.  It  is  called  the  gofpel,  Gal.  iii.  18. ;  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft  declares,  that  the  oath  whereby 
that  covenant  was  confirmed,  Gen.  xxii.  16, — 18. 
was  defigned  to  give  believers  of  the  gofpel  ftrong 
confolation,  Heb.  vi.  18. 

If  it  be  afked  why  fpiritual  bleffing^  were 
promifed  in  language  denoting  temporal  profpe- 
rity,  the  anfwer  is  obvious.  From  the  fall  un- 
til Chrift,  the  promifes  of  fpiritual  bleflings  were 
conveyed  in  parables.  Life  and  immortality 
were  brought  to  light  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Even 
during  his  perfonal  miniftry,  he  was  pleafed  to 
teach  chiefly  in  parables.  It  was  not  till  his 
refurre6lion  that  he  fliewed  even  his  difciples 
plainly  without  a  veil  the  do£lrines  of  God,  John 
xvi.  25.  and  then  by  opening  their  underftand- 
ings  to  underlland  the   Scriptures,  he  qualified 

more  contrary  to  the  apoftle's  meaning  than  the  view  which 
feme  take  of  this  paffage,  that  none  of  Abraham's  flefhly  feed, 
as  fiich,  were  bleffed  with  fpiritual  bleffings.  Ifaac  was  as  truly 
a  child  of  th^  fleih  as  Ifhmael,  although  he  was  alfo  a  child  of 
promife.  God  thus  taught  Ifrael  not  to  glory  in  their  relation 
to  Abraham.  The  true  Ifrael  was  never  born  merely  of  blood, 
'aor  of  the  will  of  the  flelh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man. 

*  Compare  this  paffage  with  Eph.  iii.  ^. 
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then?,  for  explaiQibg->all   the  pifUrables  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  Mark-iV.  13. 

Many  inftances  might  be  given  of  this  manner 
of  teaching  by.  carnal  images,  which  chiefly  refer 
to  fpiritual  things.  Thus  Chrift,  by  death,  deftroy- 
ing  the  devil,  was  promifed,  Gen.  iii.  15.  under 
the  figure  of  the  feed  <if  the  woman  bruifing  the 
bead  of  the  ferpent.  So  alfo  the  covenant  of 
royalty  made  with  David,  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
exprefsly  applies  to  Chrift  *.  This  was  all  David's 
falvation,  and  all  his  delire,  at  a  time  when  earthly 
grandeur  for  children  would  have  been  difregard- 
ed,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  with:  Ifaiah  v.  3.  Should 
any  doubt  remain  as  to  the  fenfe  in  which  David 
underftood  thefe  promifes,  the  Holy  Ghoft  informs 
us,  that,  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God 
liad  fworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit 
of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flefti,  he  would  raife 
up  "Chrift  to  fit  on  his  throne,  he  feeing  this  be- 
fore, fpake  of  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  A6ls  ii, 
30,  31.  In  like  manner,  the  promife  of  the  land 
of  Canaan  to  Abraham  w^as  but  a  fliadow  of  the 
true  accomplifliment  to  the  heirs  of  promife  in  M 
the  gift  of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  juft  as  Solo- 
mon's grandeur  was  a  typical  fulfilment  and 
pledge  of  the  promife  to  David  above  mentioned.  ■ 
That  Abraham  underftood  the  inheritance  to  be 
fpiritual,  is  manifeft  ;  for  he  was  in  nowife  difap- 
pointed  that  he  remained  in  the  land  of  promife 

*  Compare  i  Chroh.  xvii.  ii, — 14.  with  Heb.  i,  5.    See  alfo 
Pfal.  Ixxxix  "20, — 37. 
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as  a  fojourner,  dwelling  in  tents,  looking  for  a 
city  which  hath  foundations  whofe  builder  and 
maker  is  God,  Heb.  xi.  9,  10.  By  confefling 
himfelf  a  ftranger  and  pilgrim  on  earth,  he  plain- 
ly declared  that  he  defired  a  better,  that  is  a  hea- 
venly country,  Heb.xi.  13,— -16. 

Not  only  Abraham,  but  all  the  children  of 
God,  in  every  age,  underftood  the  promifes  to  be 
fpiritual.  Not  only  did  Abel,  Noah,  Abraham, 
&.C.  die  in  faith,  not  having  obtained  the  pro- 
mifes,  Heb.  xi.  13.  but  all  thofe  recorded  in  the 
xi^h  chapter  of  Hebrews,  having  obtained  a  good 
report  through  faith,  received  not  the  promife^ 
ver.  39.  although  many  of  them  inherited  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  (bared  in  the  greateft  tem-- 
poral  profperity  which  God  beftowed  on  Ifrael. 
The  refurre&ion  of  the  dead  was  the  hope  of 
Ifrael,  Ad:s  xxviii.  20.  This  was  the  promife 
made  of  God  unto  the  fathers,  unto  which  pro- 
mife the  twelve  tribes,  inftantly  ferving  God  day 
and  night,  hoped  to  come ;  for  which  hope's  fake, 
fays  Paul,  I  am  accufed  of  thfe  Jews,  Ads  xxvi. 
6,  7.  with  xxiii.  6.  Hence  the  apoftle  proclaims 
to  the  Jews  at  Antioch,  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
accomplilhment  of  the  promife  which  was  made 
unto  the  fathers,  in  the  refurre£tion  of  Chrift,  the 
firft  fruits  of  thofe  who  ilept,  Ads  xiii.  32,  33. 
This  promife  was  certainly  none  other  than  "  the 
covenant  he  made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath 
unto  Ifaac,  and  confirmed  the  fame  unto  Jacob  for 
a  law,  and  to  Ifrael  for  an  everlafting  covenant," 
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Pfal.  cv.  9,  10.  ;  and  this  eftabliOies  the  view  we 
have  taken  of  the  fpiritual  nature  of  the  inherit- 
ance promifed  to  Abraham  and  his  feed.  Indeed 
if  this  be  not  admitted,  it  is  innpoflible  to  account 
for  the  general  belief  of  the  refurre£tion  in  Ifrael  *. 
It  would  appear  that  the  Sadducees,  who  denied 
the  refurredion,  fell  into  th?  f:j;,e  tniftake  with 
thcfc  "VVlio  undeiiland  the  inheritance  promifed  to 
Abraham  to  be  of  an  earthly  nature. 

If  any  are  flill  uncertain  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
inheritance,  let  them  attend  to  the  declaration  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  "it  is  of  faith  that  it  might 
be  by  grace  ;  to  the  end  the  promife  might  be 
fure  to  all  the  feed,  not  to  that  only  which  is  of 
the  law,  but  to  that  alfo  which  is  of  the  faith  of 
Abraham,"  Rom.  iv.  16,  Now  furely  this  muft 
refpeft  the  heavenly  inheritance,  for  believers,  as 
fuch,  are  not  taught  to  exped  the  poffeflion  of  the 
earthly  Canaan  f. 

Thus  we  have  feen  that  Abraham  was  juflified 

*  Some,  the  apoftle  tells  us,  accepted  not  deliverance,  that 
they  might  obtain  a  better  refurredion,  Heb.  xi.  35.  This  may 
be  illuftrated  by  what  is  recorded  by  the  author  of  the  book  of 
Maccabees.  He  informs  us,  that  when  king  Antiochiis  had  put 
to  death  fix  brethren  (for  not  eating  fwine's  flefh),  while  their 
mother  encoui^aged  them  to  fuffer  by  the  hope  of  the  refurrec- 
tion,  2  Mac.  vii.  13.  the  feventh  faid,  *'  Our  brethren,  who  now 
have  fuffered  a  fliott  pain,  are  dead  under  God's  covenarit  of 
eijerlajting  life**  ver.  3^. 

f  Believeri  are  taught  in  the  New  Teftament  to  expe<ft  the 
reward  of  the  inheritance ^  Col.  iii.  24.  alluding  to  the  former  pro* 
mifes. 
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by  faith,  and  we  know  that  his  juftification  is  the 
pattern  and  pledge  of  the  juftification  of  all  who 
believe,  Romiv.  2,  3.  5.  j  that  the  covenant  made 
with  him  was  in  fa6l  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the 
bleffed  God  ;  and  that,  though  agreeably  to  the 
nature  of  God's  dealings  with  man  in  former  ages 
he  fpake  to  Abraham  in  parables,  yet  Abraham 
underftood  that  by  the  land  of  Canaan  was  figni- 
fied  the  heavenly  country. 

To  this  covenant  God  attat^hed  a  vifible  fign, 
and  this  was  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
faith  which  he  had,  yet  being  uncircumcifed, 
Rom.  iv.  11.  God  hereby  declared  to  Abraham 
his  acceptance  of  him  through  faith.  But  he  alfo 
directed  this  fign  to  be  given  to  all  the  children 
of  Abraham.  It  was  ftill  the  feal  of  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  faith,  whatever  might  be  the  charac- 
ter of  the  child.  It  was  fo  to  Ifaac,  and  not  lefs 
fo  to  Iftimael.  It  did  not  fignify  to  either,  that 
they  were,  or  fhould  be,  believers,  but  it  was  a 
pledge  that,  partaking  of  Abraham's  faith,  they 
fliould  in  like  manner  be  accepted  of  God,  and 
be  acknowledged  as  the  children  of  Abraham. 
If  they  did  not  believe,  their  circumcifion  *  be- 
came uncircumcifion,  and,  like  every  privilege 
which  men  enjoy,  if  abufed,  it  aggravated  their 

*  Much  weight  is  attached  by  Antipgedobaptifts  to  circumci- 
fion leaving  a  vifible  mark,  w^hich  baptifm  does  not.  But  that 
mark  could  never  lead  the  mind  to  the  truth  which  it  fignified, 
xvithout  being  explained  ;  and  although  no  mark  is  left  in  bap- 
tifm, it  is  as  capable  of  being  explained  to  children  as  the  other. 
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condemnation.  Accordingly  when  IQimael,  by 
mocking  Ifaac,  mnnifefted  his  unbelief,  he  was 
call  out  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Not  only 
Abraham's  children,  but  thofe  born  in  his  houfe, 
were  to  be  circumcifed.  His  houfehold  was  the 
true  church  of  God,  and  none  were  to  remain  in 
it  but  the  worlhippers  of  the  true  God. 

Many  have  been  led  to  miftake  the  nature  of 
the  Abrahamic  covenant,  by  confounding  it  with 
that  made  at  Sinai  430  years  afterwards.  But 
although  the  latter  was  fubfervient  to  the  former, 
they  were  perfedly  diftinft.  The  church  was 
put  under  the  elements  of  this  world,  Cdi.  ii.  20. 
as  under  a  fchool-m after,  until  Chrift,  the  great 
objeft  of  faith,  fhould  come.  But  even  under  that 
difpenfation,  all  who  did  not,  by  attending  to  the 
ordinances  of  God,  profefs  the  faith  of  Abraham, 
•were  to  be  cut  off  from  the  people  of  Ifrael ;  and 
when  Chrift,  the  great  objeft  of  Abraham's  faith, 
came,  all  who  did  not,  by  receiving  him,  profefs 
the  faith  of  Abraham,  were  caft  out,  and  they 
became  the  concijiony  Phil.  iii.  2.  while  believers 
are  the  circumcijion. 

It  is  obvious  then,  that  circumcifion,  the  feal 
of  the  everlafting  covenant,  was  adminiftered  to 
the  children  of  Abraham  as  fuch  ;  for  Iftimael,  as 
well  as  Ifaac,  was  circumcifed,  and  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted, that  he  neither  had  any  title  to  Canaan, 
nor  was  Chrift  to  defcend  from  him.  It  is  alfo 
evident  that  Abraham's  childrea  enjoyed  many 
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fplritual  privileges  above  others  *.  Many  indeed 
appear  to  have  trufted  in  their  defcent  from  Abra- 
ham, and  thus  perv^erted  the  mercy  and  goodnefs 
of  God.  Hence  they  could  not  bear  an  intima- 
tion that  they  were  equally  under  condemnation 
with  the  Gentiles,  and  immediately  objecEVed, 
**  What  advantage  then  hath  the  Jew,  or  what 
profit  is  there  in  circumcifion  ?'*  To  this  the  apo- 
itle  replies,  ''  Much  every  way )  chiefly,  that 
unto  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God  ; 
for  what  if  feme  did  not  believe  ?  Shall  their  un- 
belief make  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  of  none  ef- 
feft  ?"  No  ;  he  was  true  to  his  promife  to  Abra- 
ham, his  friend.  He  diftinguilhed  his  feed  above 
all  others,  and  made  the  privileges  which  they 
enjoyed  effectual  to  the  eternal  falvation  of  many 
in  every  age  +. 

God  plainly  taught  the  pofterity  of  Abraham, 
that  unlefs  they  were  true  children  of  Abraham, 
refembling  their  father  in  faith,  their  defcent  or 
circumcifion  would  profit  them  nothing.     This 

*  This  was  common  to  all  Abraham's  children.  Iflimael  re- 
mained a  member  of  his  family  till  he  apoftatized.  The  fame  is 
true  of  Efau,  Heb.  xii.  16,  17. 

f  Had  circumcifion,  as  fome  imagine,  been  a  feal  of  temporal 
bleffings,  it  is  ftrange  the  apoftle  did  not  undeceive  the  Jews  at 
once,  by  telling  them  fo.  But  on  the  contrary,  he  anfwers 
their  objedlion,  by  flievving  that  Ifrael  always  enjoyed  fpiritual 
bleflingj;,  although  fome  ultimately  received  no  benefit  there- 
from. Many  err,  by  not  diftinguifliing  between  God's  beftow- 
ing  fpiritual  bleflings,  and  rendering  them  efFe<5laai.  The  for- 
mer was  the  ca'*e  as  to  all  Ifrael  after  the  flefli,  the  latter  to  the 
sicdlion  of  grace. 
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was  clearly  mani felled  by  rejecting  and  call- 
ing out  Ilhmael  and  Efau,  and  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  thofe  in  the  wildernefs  who  believed  not 
G  ;d,  and  trufled  not  in  his  falvation.  They  fell 
as  a  warning  to  unbelievers  in  every  age,  and 
after  fentence  was  pafled  upon  them,  their  chil- 
dren were  not  circumcifed,  Jofti.  v.  5,  6.  Ha- 
ving pradlically  renounced  the  faith  of  Abraham, 
and  being  confequently  excluded  from  the  inherit- 
ance, they  could  not  enter  in  becaufe  of  unbelief, 
Heb.  iii.  19. 

When  the  gofpel  began  to  be  preached,  it  was 
to  the  Jew ^rji.  Our  Lord  confined  his  miniftry 
to  the  loll  flieep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  it  was 
necejfary  that  the  word  of  God  Ihould  firll  be 
fpoken  to  them,  wherever  they  were  fcattered. 
Ads  iii.  26.  and  xiii.  46.  that  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  to  his  promifes  might  appear.  Peter,  ad- 
dreffing  unbelieving  Jews,  fays,  *'  Ye  are  the 
children  of  the  prophets,  and  of  the  covenant 
which  God  made  with  our  fathers,  faying  to 
Abraham,  And  in  thy  feed  Ihall  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  be  blefled,"  A6ls  iii.  25.  and  from 
this  confideration  urges  them  to  repentance. 

By  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  the  Lord  ga- 
thered in  many  thoufands  of  Ifrael  after  the  flelh. 
Thefe  were  a  kind  of  firll- fruits,  affording  a  pledge 
of  the  mercy  he  would  afterwards  Ihew  the  na- 
tion, James  i.  18.  with  Rom.  xi.  16.  and  we  are 
alTured  in  the  moll  pofitive  terms,  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Teltament,  that  although  the  natural 
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branches  of  the  olive-tree  are  broken  ofF  through 
unbelief,  they  (hall  be  grafted  in  again  ;  that 
although  Ifrael  has  Humbled,  they  have  not  fallen 
for  ever  ;  that  they  are  beloved  for  their  fathers 
fakes;  that  if  the  root  be  holy,  fo  are  the  branches ; 
and  that  at  lafl:  all  Ifrael  (hall  be  faved,  Rom.  xi. 

All  mull  allow  that  fpirltual  bleflings,  and  even 
eternal  falvation,  are  here  promifed  to  the  feed 
of  Abraham,  asfucb.  If,  then,  there  were  fpe- 
cial  promifes  to  the  feed  of  Abraham,  the  fame 
promifes  mull  now  be  in  force  to  the  Gentiles, 
for  the  blefling  of  Abraham  is  come  upon  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are 
without  repentance.  This  is  plainly  intima- 
ted by  Peter  to  the  Jews,  when  he  fays,  "  The 
promife  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to 
all  that  are  afar  off,  (the  Gentiles,  Eph.  ii.  17.) 
even  as  many  as  the  Lor  our  God  fhall  call," 
Ads  ii.  39. 

Jefus  changed  the  outward  fign  of  the  covenant, 
and  fubftituted  baptifm  for  circumcifion,  which  is 
more  agreeable  to  the  New  Tellament  difpenfa- 
tion.  In  like  manner  he  fubftituted  the  firll 
for  the  feventh  day  of  the  week.  The  fandifi- 
cation  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  (lands  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  infant  baptifm,  and  confequently 
fome  Antipaedobaptifts  reje6l  both  ;  indeed  fucli 
are  moft  conliftent*.    That  baptifm  now  holds  the 

*  We  have  pofitive  example  for  the  churches  meeting  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  and  confequently  for  the  fandification  of  a 
part  of  that  day ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  recur  to  the  Old  Tefta- 
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fame  place  with  circumcifion,  is  evident  from 
Gal.  iii.  27,  28,  29.  "  For  as  many  of  you  as 
have  been  baptized  into  Chriil,  have  put  on  Cliriil. 
"There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither 
Ibond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female  ; 
for  ye  are  all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  if  ye  be 
Chrifl's,  then  are  ye  Abraham's  feed,  and  heirs 
according  to  the  promife  *."  They  both  repre- 
fent  the  circumcifion  of  the  heart,  Rom.  ii.  28,  29. 
■with  1  Pet.  iii.  21.  the  putting  away  the  filth  of 
the  fle{b,  the  putting  off  the  old,  and  putting  on 
the  new  man  ;  both,  therefore,  figuratively  re- 
prefent  our  falvation,  although  they  differ  accord- 
ing to  the  genius  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament 
difpenfations.  The  one  points  out  the  neceffity 
of  God  cutting  off  the  forefliin  of  the  heart,  the 
other  the  neceffity  of  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Tit.  iii.  5.  Circumcifion  not  only  repre- 
fented  the  circumcifion  of  the  heart,  but  HU  co- 
ming in  the  flefli,  by  the  knowledge  of  whom  the 
love  of  God  is  Ihed  abroad  in  the  heart.     In  like 

ment  to  eftablifli  the  obligation  of  fctting  the  whole  of  it  apart 
from  fecular  employments.  ^ 

*  Here  the  apoftle  exprefsly  terms  believers,  Abraham's  feed^^B 
and  heirs  according  to  the  promife,  which  clearly  proves,  i.That 
the  covenant  with  Abraham  is  ftill  in  force  ;  2.  That  the  pro- 
mife was  not  of  a  temporal,  but  an  eternal  inheritance  ;  3.  That 
the  Gentiles  obtain  the  inheritance  by  becoming  children  of 
Abraham,  It  is  alfo  evident  that  baptifm  is  here  fj)oken  of  as 
the  yifible  Cgn  of  our  being  Abraham's  feed,  juil  as  circumci- 
fion was  of  old,  for  without  circumcifion  no  child  of  Abrithara 
had  any  thing  to  expcdl  from  God,  Gen.  xvii.  14. 
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manner,  baptifm  not  only  reprefents  the  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  alfo  that  event  which  is 
the  foundation  of  our  love  to  him,  1  John  iii.  16. 
Thus  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into 
death  ;  our  crucifixion  to  the  world  is  thus  pro- 
fefled  and  fealed.  Baptifm  is  exprefsly  called  the 
circumcifion  of  Chrifl,  Col.  ii.  11. 

If  children  were  formerly  interefted  in  the  co- 
venant of  grace;  if  they  adually  enjoyed  fpiritual 
bleffings  of  old,  in  virtue  of  their  carnal  defcent ; 
and  if  the  feal  of  the  covenant  was  to  be  admini- 
ftered  to  them  ;  if  the  covenant  with  Abraham 
be  ftill  in  force,  and  if  in  virtue  of  it  his  feed  (hall 
yet  be  gathered  in,  Rom.  xi. ;  if  believing  Gen- 
tiles are  now  his  children — it  remains  for  thofe 
who  reprefent  their  offspring  as  excluded,  to  fhew 
by  whofe  authority  this  has  taken  place.  They 
muft  inform  us  where  God  has  deprived  his  peo- 
ple of  this  high  privilege  and  comfort  in  regard 
to  their  children.  If  tliey  fhould  enquire  how  we 
come  to  extend  it  to  fiemale  children,  for  whom 
the  feal  of  the  covenant  was  not  formerly  appointed,, 
we  reply,  that  God  has  extended  it  by  informing 
us  that  the  diftin6lion  between  male  and  female  is 
now  at  an  end  Gal.  iii.  28.  ;  and  that  both  men. 
and  women  were  baptized  by  the  apoftles,  A6ls 
vii.  12.*      Tt  appears,  then,  that  in  virtue  of  the 

*  Some  have  exprefled  furprife  that  children  are  not  alfo  men- 
tioned here,  but  men  and  women  include  the  whole  human 
race  ;  thus  we  often  read  of  a  man-child,  and  our  Lord  fpeaks  o#' 
a  tnan  being  born,  John  xvi.  2i. 
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divine  commandment  to  Abraham,  every  believer 
is  bound  to  have  his  children  baptized.  This  is 
our  explicit  warrant  ;  for  the  commandments  of 
God  never  wax  old,  and  none  can  (hew  that  this 
was  ever  repealed.  If  Antipsedobaptifts  objeft 
to  our  going  back  to  the  Old  Teftament,  we 
are  not  careful  to  anfwer  them,  until  they  can 
fhew  us  that  the  apoftle  was  wrong  in  doing  fo  to 
prove  juftification  by  faith  alone,  and  other  things 
ivhich  might  be  fpecified. 

That  children  enjoy  fpiritual  bleflings  in  virtue 
of  their  connexion  with  godly  parents,  is  evident 
from  the  whole  of  Scripture.  The  defcendents  of 
Cain  were  reje£led  for  the  fin  of  their  parent,  and 
are  called  the  daughters  of  men,  to  diftinguifh 
them  from  Seth's  pofterity,  called  the  fons  of 
God,  Gen.  vi.  2.  It  was  their  mingling  together 
which  brought  the  flood  upon  the  world.  When 
the  Lord  was  about  to  deftroy  the  w^orld,  Noah 
found  grace  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  his  children, 
in  virtue  of  their  relation  to  him,  were  faved  in 
the  ark.  The  apoftle  Peter  informs  us,  that  bap- 
tifm  is  the  antitype  of  this  falvation,  i  Pet.  iii.  21. 
Ham's  children  were  afterwards  rejected  for  bis 
wickednefs,  and  while  the  pofterity  of  Shem  and 
Japhet  have  enjoyed  many  fpiritual  bleflings,  and 
thoufands  of  them  have  been  made  partakers  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  thefe  have  heard  but  little  of 
the  joyful  found.  Words  cannot  be  more  exprefs 
on  this  fubjed  than  thofe  of  Mofes.  After  fet- 
tlng  before  Ifrael  the  puniftiment  which  wouk 


:eY  THE  APOSTOLIC  CHlTRCHES.  32^ 

come  upon  them  for  difobedience,  he  adds,  "  The 
Lord  thy  God  will  clrcuracife  thine  heart,  and  the 
heart  of  thy  feed^  to  love  the  Lord  thj  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  Deut.  xxx.  6.  *  That  God  did  not 
intend  to  alter  this  conllitution  under  the  gofpel, 
appears  not  only  from  the  many  promifes  to  his 
people  concerning  their  offspring,  in  thofe  pro- 
phecies which  treat  of  the  times  of  the  gofpel, 
but  from  his'  exprefsly  characterizing  the  new 
covenant  as  for  the  good  of  his  people,  and  their 
children  after  them^  Jer,  xxxii.  39,  40.  Jefus 
explains  this  when  he  fay§,  Suffer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  fuch 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  f.  Accordingly  the 
language  of  the  apoftles  clearly  marks  the  con- 
nection which  fubiifted  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  between  parents  and  children  *    Believe,  faid 

*  Antfpactlobaptifts  muft  admit  this  to  be  an  esprefs  promife 
to  (hed  abroad  the  Jove  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  Ifrael.  Would 
they  approve  of  a  Jew  referring  to  this,  and  faying,  *  God  has 
promiled  this,  and  therefore  it  mufl  be  fulfilled  to  all  the  feed  of 
Ifrael  ?  1  may  therefore  live  as  1  pleafe.'  But  do  not  they  fpeak 
in  the  fame  manner  when  they  afiirm,  that  if  the  promife  of  God 
to  be  a  God  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  be  really  intended  for  be- 
lievers of  every  nation,  then  a//  the  children  of  believers  muft  be 
faved  ? 

f  It  is  alleged  .that' Jefus  did  not  baptize  thefe  children. 
True  ;  for  he  had  not  at  this  time  inftituted  baptifm.  But  his 
words  very  ftrongly  confirm  the  truth,  that  children,  who  had  in 
every  age  been  partakers  of  fpiritual  bleffings  w^th  their  parents, 
were  not  now  to  be  rtjecfled  and  (Jeprived  of  the  feal  of  their  in- 
tereft  in  the  covenant  to  which.^ttey  were  admitted  before  the 
law,  and  from  which  privilege  its  abolition,  *and  the  commence-- 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  was  not  to  exclude  them. 
Ee  3 
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they,  and  thou  {halt  be  faved,  and  tby  houfe. 
Salvation  came  to  that  houfe  where  the  parents 
believed.  This  is  inexplicable  on  the  An- 
tipccdobaptift  fyftem.  The  commiflion  was  to 
•preacli  the  gofpel  to  every  creature  ;  and  furely 
if  no  more  was  meant  than  that  the  houfehold 
ihould  be  faved  upon  believing,  fuch  a  limitation 
of  the  gofpel  is  utterly  unaccountable.  It  is  well 
to  remember  that  the  Scripture  cannot  be  broken  j 
no  improper  expreflions  are  to  be  found  in  it. 

The  great  objeftion  made  againtt  any  fpecial 
promife  of  fpiritual  blellingB  to  the  children  of 
believers  is,  that  they  do  not  all  receive  fpecial 
grace.  This  very  objection  is  Hated  and  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  apoftle.  **  What  if  fome  did  not  be- 
lieve, fhall  their  unbelief  make  the  faith  of  God 
of  none  effedl  ?'*  No  promifes  are  made  to  belie- 
vers themfelves  of  eternal  happinefs,  except  in  as 
much  as  they  abide  in  Chrift's  word.  "  The  juil 
fhall  live  by  faith,  but  if  he  draw  back,  my  foul 
fhall  have  no  pleafure  in  him."  By  means  of  the 
promifes  and  threatenings,  Chrift's  fheep  are 
brought  in,  and  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  falvation.  So  it  is  with  the 
children  of  believers.  If  they  believe  not  what 
is  fignified  by  baptifm,  their  defcent  will  pront 
them  no  more  than  that  of  the  Ifraelites,  who 
could  not  enter  Canaan  becaufe  of  unbelief,  and 
•whofe  carcafes  fell  in  the  wildernefs,  or  than  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous,  if  he  commit  ini- 
quity, .Ezek.  xxSLiii.  13.      This  is  exactly 
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apoftle's  argument  when  he  fays,  *'  Circumcifion 
verily  profiteth  if  thou  keep  the  law,  but  if  thou 
be  a  breaker  of  the  law,  thy  circumcifion  is  made 
uncircumcifion,'*  Rom.  ii.  25, 

Such,  indeed,  has  always  been  God's  manner 
of  dealing  with  men.  '*  At  what  inftant  I  fhall 
fpeak  concerning  a  nation,  and  concerning  a  king- 
dom, to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  it :  If  that  nation  againft  whom  I  have  pro- 
nounced, turn  from  their  evil,  I  will  repent  of  the 
evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them.  And  at 
what  inftant  I  fhall  fpeak  concerning  a  nation,  and 
concerning  a  kingdom,  to  build,  and  to  plant  it  : 
If  it  do  evil  in  my  fight,  that  it  obey  not  my 
voice,  then  I  will  repent  of  the  good  wherewith 
I  faid  I  would  benefit  them,"  Jer.  xviii.  7, — 10. 
Here  are  both  promifes  and  threatenings  ;  faith 
fecures  the  accompli fhmcnt  of  the  one,  and  averts 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  other.  So  it  was  with 
Nineveh  5  God  commanded  judgment  to  be  de- 
nounced againft  the  city  :  '*  Yet  forty  days,  and 
Nineveh  (hall  be  overthrown.  So  the  people  of 
Nineveh  believed  God,  and  proclaimed  a  faft,  and 
put  on  fackcloth,  from  the  greateft  of  them  even 
to  the  leaft  of  them,"  Jonah  iii.  5.  "  And  God 
faw  their  works,  that  they  turned  from  their  evil 
way  ;  and  God  repented  of  the  evil  that  he  had 
faid  that  he  would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did  it 
not,"  ver.  ]  0.  So  alfo  it  was  with  Eli :  *'  Where- 
fore the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  faith,  I  faid  indeed 
that  thy  houfe,  and  the  houfe  of  thy  father,  fhould 
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walk  before  me  for  ever;  but  now  the  Lord  faith. 
Be  it  far  from  me  ;  for  them  that  honour  me  I 
will  honour,  and  they  that  defpife  me  fhall  be 
lightly  efleemed,"  1  Sam.  ii.  30.  When  the 
apoftle  aflures  the  Corinthians,  that  God  is  faith- 
ful, who  would  not  fufFer  them  to  be  tempted 
above  what  they  were  able  to  bear,  furely  it  is 
implied,  that  this  was  to  be  the  cafe  only  while 
they  lived  by  faith,  and  not  that  they  fhould  be 
kept  from  falling  at  all  events.  So  it  is  with 
all  the  promifes  of  eternal  life,  '*  if  ye  continue 
in  the  faith,  grounded  and  fettled."  Thus  alfo  do 
the  promifes  of  the  heavenly  inheritance  run  to 
the  children  of  believers  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  a 
connexion  fubfifts  between  their  training  up  their 
children  properly,  and  their  being  partakers  of  like 
precious  faith.  Believers,  then,  had  need  to  be- 
"Ware  how  they  trifle  with  the  fpecial  promifes  to 
their  feed,  and  to  enquire,  if  their  children  prove 
reprobates,  whether  it  has  not  arifen  from  their 
own  unbelief.  This  may  be  the  cafe  although 
they  pra£life  infant  baptifm. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  infant  baptifm  is 
an  ordinance  of  God,  and  thofe  who  deny  it,  and 
even  ridicule  it,  becaufe  the  fubjeds  cannot  at  the 
time  undefftand  it,  fhould  remember  that  their  ri- 
dicule equally  applies  to  circumcifion,  which  they 
admit  to  be  an  ordinance  of  God.  Granting,  for 
a  moment,  that  this  was  a  feal  of  temporal  blef- 
fings,  an  infant  can  underftand  thefe  as  little  as 
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fpiritual  privileges,  and  therefore,  according  to 
them,  it  was  abfurd. 

Although  circumclfion  was  not  of  Mofes,  but 
of  the  fathers,  he  enjoined  it  on  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  Lev.  xii.  3.  When  we  confider  the  typi- 
cal nature  of  that  difpenfation,  it  might  well  have 
furprifed  us  if  there  had  been  nothing  correfpond- 
ing  thereto  under  the  gofpel.  The  apollle  fhews, 
that  even  the  precept  of  not  nriuzzling  the  ox 
which  treadoth  out  the  corn,  had  an  efpecial  re- 
ference to  the  fupport  of  preachers  of  the  gofpel, 
1  Cor.  ix.  9,  10.  ;  and  in  the  fame  chapter  he 
fhews  how  the  Lord's  ordinance,  that  thofe  who 
preach  the  gofpel  iliould  live  by  the  gofpel,  cor- 
refponds  with  thofe  who  were  at  the  altar  being 
partakers  with  the  altar.  In  thefe  inftances  the 
apoftle  hefitates  not  to  go  back  to  the  Old  Tefla- 
ment,  and  to  confirm  what  he  fays  by  the  ancient 
ordinances  of  God. 

The  pradlice  of  the  churches  has  juft  been  what 
we  might  expe£t.  We  read  of  infant  baptifm 
almoft  from  the  earlieft  times.  Pelagius,  who 
flouriflied  in  the  fifth  century,  and  who  denied 
original  fin,  was  accufed  of  denying  the  propriety 
of  infant  baptifm :  this  he  difclaimed,  declaring 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  any  heretics  who  did 
fo. 

Juftin  Martyr,  who  wrote  about  forty  years  af- 
ter the  apoftles,  fpeaks  of  baptifm  as  being  to  Chri- 
flians  in  the  place  of  circumcifion  ;  and  in  his  apo- 
logy, he  fays,  'Several  perfons  among  us  of  fixty  or 


BS%  OF  THE  ORDINANCES  OBSERVED 

feventy  years  old  were  difciples  to  Chrift  in  or  from 
their  childhood.'  He  here  ufes  the  fame  word  em- 
ployed by  Chrift,  Matt,  xviii.  19.  difciple  all  na- 
tions. Irenaeus,  who  lived  very  near  the  apoflles* 
times,  fpeaks  of  infants  being  regenerated  to  God. 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  who  lived  about  the 
fame  time  as  Irenaeus,  fays,  that  regeneration  is 
the  name  of  baptifm,  and  indeed  it  was  common- 
ly ufed  by  the  fathers,  as  they  are  called,  in  this 
fenfe. 

Origen  fpeaks  exprefsly  and  repeatedly  of  in- 
fant baptifm,  and  conneds  the  ordinance  jwith  ori* 
ginal  fin.  He  declares  that  the  church  had,  from 
the  apoftles' time,  an  order  to  baptife  infants.  He 
was  born  little  more  than  eighty  years  after  the 
apoftles.  His  father  fufFered  martyrdom,  and 
Eufebius  informs  us  that  his  forefathers  had  been 
Chriftians  for  feveral  generations.  In  the  time  of 
Cyprian,  who  was  chofen  biftiop  of  Carthage  in 
the  year  248,  a  council  of  fixty-fix  biihops  met 
to  confider  whether  baptifm  fhould  be  adminifter- 
ed  immediately  after  birth,  or  be  deferred  till  the 
eighth  day.  They  determined  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  delayed,  but  none  fuggefted  that  baptifm 
ihould  not  be  adminiftered  to  infants  at  all  *, 

*  See  Wall's  Hiftory  of  Infant  Baptifm.— It  is  true  that  in  the 
time  of  Cyprian  it  appears  that  the  bread  and  wine  ufed  in  the 
Lord's  fupper  were  giveato  infants ;  but  this  was  much  more  like- 
ly to  be  fuperadded  to  baptifm,  than  that  both  fliould  be  human 
devices.  Much  has  been  faid  of  JewiHi  children  eating  the  paf- 
fover,  but  of  this  there  is  no  proof ;  the  contrary  is  intimated  by 
IMofei.    "  When   a  ftranger  fliall  fojourn  with  thee,  ^nd  will 
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Although  children  are  unconfcious  of  what  is 
taking  place  in  baptifm,  yet  the  ordinance  being 
afterwards  explained  to  them,  may,  by  the  blef- 
fing  of  God,  be  very  ufeful.  Parents  ought, 
when  they  come  to  a  proper  age,  to  fet  before 
them  the  nature  of  baptifm,  and  to  warn  them, 
that  their  having  been  partakers  of  it  will  not 
avail,  unlefs  they  poflefs  the  faith  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  that  the  fign,  without  the  thing  fignified, 
will  not  profit  ;  and  that  if,  like  Efau,  they 
defpife  the  gofpel,  like  him  they  muft  be  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael.  When  pa- 
rents obferve  the  ordinance  in  faith,  it  will  be 
a  great  encouragement  to  them  to  train  up  their 
children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.  The  promife  of  God  is  intended  to  pro- 
mote this,  not  to  render  it  unnecefl'ary.  It 
may  be  faid,  if  God  has  promifed,  it  muft  take 
place.  It  win  l)e  admitted  that  God  did  promife 
to  Abraham  to  be  the  God  of  his  feed,  and  yet 
Abraham's  inftru6ling  his  houfehold  is  mentioned 
as  effential  to  the  accomplifliment  of  the  promife : 
*•'  I  know  him,"  faid  God,  *'  that  he  will  corn- 
keep  the  paflbver  to  the  Lord,  let  all  hi«  males  be  circumcifed, 
and  then  ^ipt  him  come  near  and  keep  it,"  At  all  events,  circum- 
cifion  and  the  paflbver  were  completely  different.  The  one  was 
given  to  Abraham  as  the  fcal  of  the  covenant,  and  was,  by  di- 
vine command,  to  be  adminiftered  to  infants.  Baptifm,  we  have 
feen,  came  in  the  place  of  this.  No  one  could  partake  of  the 
paflbver,  without  being  acquainted  with  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt,  which  infants  could  not ;  but  their  infancy  was  no  ob- 
jection to  their  receiving  the  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith, 
■which  did  net  depend  on  their  underftanding. 
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mand  his  children,  and  his  houfehold  after  him, 
and  they  fhall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do 
jullice  and  judgment ;  that  the  Lord  may  bring 
upon  Abraham  that  which  he  hath  fpoken  of 
him^'*  Gen.  xviii.  19. 

Baptifm  is  calculated  to  imprefs  us  with   a 
lively  fenfe  of  the  original    corruption    of  our 
nature,  and  the  neceflity  of  regeneration  by  the 
Spirit,  given  through  the  death  and  refurre£lion 
of  Chrift.     It  ought  to  be  adminiftered  only  to 
the   children  of  believers,   who  are  obeying,   fo 
far  as   they  have  opportunity,  all  Chrill*s   com- 
mandments.     It   is  very  unwarrantable   and  in- 
jurious to  men,  to  make  an  exception  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  flatedly  hear  the  gofpel.     There 
are  but  two  characters   in  the  world,  the  righ- 
teous   and   the    wicked.       The  former   are  be- 
lievers, and   (hew   their  love  to  Chriil  by  keep- 
ing his  commandments.     To  the  latter  he  fays, 
"  What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes, 
or  that  thou  fhouldeft  take  my  covenant  in  thy 
mouth  ?"    Such   only   profane    the   ordinance  of 
baptifm.       It  is    cruel  in  thofe  who  ought   to 
know  better,  to  be  inftrumental  in  deluding  them. 
What  are  they  doing  when  prefenting  their  chil- 
dren ?  Are  they  obeying   the  commandment  of 
Chrift  ?    No  ;  they  are  rebels  againft  his  govern- 
ment.    They  do  not  chufe  to  have  him  to  reign 
over  them.     The  Lord  declares  that  it  is  the  fpi- 
rit  which  quickeneth,  the  flefti  profiteth  nothing  ; 
but,  alas,  they  are  carnal.    The  things  of  the  Spi 
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rit  are  foolifhnefs  to  them  ;  they  difcern  not  the 
nature  of  the  Lord's  ordinances,  but  vainly  feek, 
by  attending  to  them,  to  work  out  a  righteouf- 
nefs  for  themfelves  or  their  children  *. 

Some  wifli  to  have  their  children  baptized,  who 
fay  they  are  too  unworthy  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  flipper.  In  that  cafe,  they  are  equally  un- 
worthy of  baptifm  for  their  children.  The  one 
ordinance  is  as  holy  as  the  other.  This  way  of 
talking  ihews  great  ignorance  of  the  gofpel. 
Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners 
to  repentance  ;  and  fuch  erroneous  views  ihould 
not  be  encouraged. 

Some  of  the  Lord's  people  it  may  be,  from 
miftaken  views,  may  negleft  the  obfervance  of 
the  Lord's  fupper,  while  they  defire  baptifm  for 
their  children.  They  ought  to  be  otherwife 
inflrufted,  and  informed  that  the  obfervance  or 
omiffion  of  any  of  Chrift 's  ordinances  is  not  op- 
tional ;  his  fervants  are  bound  to  obey  them  all, 
on  pain  of  his  difpleafure. 

*  The  indifcriminate  adminiftration  of  this  ordinance  to  the 
children  of  all  who  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  not  only  tends  to 
lull  the  carelefs  afleep,  but  to  deftroy  the  foundation  of  infant 
baptifm  altogether.  It  can  never  be  pretended  that  any  of  the 
Gentiles  are  Abraham's  children,  but  thofe  who  are  Chrift's;  and 
confequently  others  on  whom  the  blefliog  of  Abraham  has  not 
come,  have  no  fhare  in  the  privileges  of  his  family.  Some,  to 
free  themfelves  from  guilt,  while  indifcriminately  adminiftering 
baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  fay,  they  receive  men  on  a  pro- 
feffion  of  Chriftianity  ;  but  what  is  a  profeffion  of  that,  or  of  anj 
thing  elfe,  unl^s  we  have  fufficient  grounds  to  believe  it  fm- 
cere  ? 

Ff 
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One  is  much  inclined  to  believe,  when  a  perfon 
defires  baptifna  for  his  children,  and  yet  does  not 
obferve  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  that  he  is 
influenced  more  by  the  opinion  of  the  world  than 
by  regard  to  the  authority  of  Chrift.  A  perfon 
may,  in  this  country,  negleft  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  fupper  without  being  lingular,  but  were 
he  to  allow  his  children  to  remain  unbaptized,  it 
would  be  thought  very  fhocking  and  heathenifti. 

Although  the  children  of  the  members  cannot 
be  confidered  as  members  of  a  church,  being  in- 
capable of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that  relation, 
they  ought  to  be  the  fubjefts  of  much  prayer  in 
the  churches  ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  ordinance 
of  infant  baptifm  is  underftood,  and  the  ordinance 
obferved  in  faith,  this  will  be  the  cafe. 

Refpefting  the  mode  of  adminiftering  baptifm, 
fome  have  affirmed  that  ficcTflco  and  ^ot.TflZu  fignify 
only  to  dipf  or  plunge.  They  add  that  baptifm 
reprefents  our  being  planted  in  the  likenefs  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  riling  to  walk  with  him  in 
newnefs  of  life ;  and  that  this  can  only  be  re- 
prefented  by  immerlion  in  w^ater.  To  fupport 
this,  they  allege  Rom.  vi.  4.  **  Therefore  we  are 
buried  with  him  by  baptifm  unto  death ;  that  like 
as  Chrill  was  raifed  up  from  the  dead  by  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  even  fo  we  alfo  lliould  walk 
in  newnefs  of  life.  Alfo  Col.  ii.  12.  "  Buried 
with  him  in  baptifm,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen 
with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,  who  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead." 
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That  /3«9r7<w  and  fiotTilfy  do  not  always  fignifj  to 
dip,  appears  from  the  manner  in  which  thefe  words 
are  ufed  in  the  Scriptures.  BuTfliir^oq  is  ufed  Heb. 
ix.  10.  for  the  waftiings  under  the  law,  which  in 
general  were  not  bj  dipping.  The  Pharifee  won- 
dered that  our  Lord  had  not  waflied,  /3<«7r?<c-^>j» 
before  dinner,  Luke  xi.  38.  BxTiltcrfios  is  alfo  ap- 
plied to  tables,  Mark  vii.  4.  which  we  cannot 
fuppofe  to  have  been  immerfed  in  water.  Bap- 
tifm  with  water  reprefents  the  baptifm  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  John  iii.  5.  and  as  the  Holy  Ghoil 
is  faid  to  be  poured  out,  the  pouring  out  of  water 
more  ftrikingly  refembles  it.  Of  this  we  have  a 
noted  example  in  Cornelius  and  his  friends.  The 
brethren  were  aftonifhed  that  upon  the  Gentiles 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  ixmx,v\ui,  was  poured 
out.  Ads  X.  45.  This  immediately  reminded 
Peter  of  the  Lord's  promife  to  baptije  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  thus  we  have  a  ftriking  evidence 
of  ^(C'Krfy  being  ufed  to  fignify  pouring  out^  which 
is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  ihew  that  the  mode  of  bap- 
tifm cannot  be  alleged  to  be  immerfion,  from  the 
term  employed. 

As  to  Romans  vi.  and  Col.  ii.  it  is  obferved 
that  they  allude  to  the  fpiritual  baptifm,  and  that, 
as  the  expreffion,  being  crucijied  with  Chriji^  which 
occurs  in  the  fame  place,  has  no  alluiion  to  any 
pra£i:ice  in  baptifm,  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  being  buried  with  him  alludes  to  any  particu- 
lar mode.  The  great  difference  here  is,  whether 
water  fhould  be  applied  to  the  body,  or  the  body 
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to  water.  The  former  appears  more  conformable 
to  the  thing  fignified,  our  being  baptized  by  one 
fpirit  into  the  one  bodj  of  Chrift  ♦. 

*  •  I  muft  fay,  and  will  make  it  good,'  (Tays  Dr  Owen) 
'  that  no  honcft  man  who  undcrftands  the  Greek  tongue,  can 

^Meny  the  word   to   fignity  to  ivn/fj,   as  well    as   to  dip. ^The 

apoftle,  Rom.  vi  3,  4,  5.  is  dehorting  from  fin,  exhorting  to 
holinefs  and  new  obedience,  and  gives  this  argument  from  the 
neceffity  of  it,  and  our  ability  for  it,  both  taken  from  our  initia- 
tion into  the  virtue  of  the  death  and  life  of  Chrift  expreffed  in 
our  baptifm ;  that  by  virtue  of  the  death  and  burial  of  Chrift,  we 
/hould  be  dead  unto  fin,  fin  being  flain  thereby ;  and  by  virtue 
of  the  refurredion  of  Chrift,  we  fhould  be  quickened  unto  new- 
nefsof  life,  as  Peter  declares,  i  Pet  iii.  21.  Oar  being  buried 
with  him,  and  our  being  planted  together  into  the  likenefs  of  his 
death,  and  likenefs  of  his  refurredlion,  is  the  fame  with  our  old 
man  being  crucified  with  him,  ver.6.  and  the  deftroying  of  the 
body  of  fin,  and  our  being  raifed  from  the  dead  with  him,  which 
is  all  that  is  intended  in  this  place. 

*  There  is  not  one  word,  nor  one  expreflion,  that  mentions  any 
refemblance  between  dipping  under  water,  and  the  death  and 
burial  of  Chrift,  not  one  word  that  mentions  a  refemblance  b^ 
tween  our  rifing  out  of  the  water  and  the  refiirreclion  of  Chrift?N 
Our  being  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death,  vef.  4.  is  our 
being  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  ver  5.  Our 
being  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  is  not  our  be- 
ing dipped  under  water,  but  the  crucifying  of  the  old  man,  ver. 
6.  Our  being  raifed  up  with  Chrift  from  the  dead,  is  not  our  ri- 
fing from  under  the  water,  but  our  walking  in  newnefs  of  life, 
ver.  4.  by  virtue  of  the  refurrediion  of  Chrift,  i  Pet.  iii.  21. 

*  That  baptifm  is  not  a  fign  of  the  death,  burial,  and  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chrift,  is  clear  from  hence  ;  becaufe  an  inftituted  fign  is 
a  fign  of  gcfpel  grace  participated,  or  to  be  participated.  If 
dipping  be  a  fign  of  the  burial  of  Chf  ift,  it  is  not  a  fign  of  a  gof- 
pel  grace  participated  ;  for  it  may  be  where  there  is  none,  nor 
any  exhibited. 

'  For  the  r/iajor;  if  all  gofpel  orJinances  are  figns  and  expref- 
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CHAPTER    X. 

OF  THE  DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  AFOSTOLIG 
CHURCHES. 

W  E  have  now  confidered  the  various  ordi« 
nances  appointed  by  Chrift  for  the  edification  o£ 
Chriftian  churches.  If  Chriftians  were  what  they 
ought  to  be  ;  if  they  always  held  fail  the  faith, 
and  were  free  from  fin  ;  and  if  they  could  at  all 

fions  of  the  communication  of  the  grace  of  Chrift,  then  baptiftn- 
is  fo;  but  this  is  the  end  of  all  gofpel  ordinances,  or  elfe  they 
have  fome  other  end,  or  are  vain  and  empty  fhew^s, 

*  The  fame  individual  fign  cannot  be  inftitutied  to  fignify  things 
of  feveral  natures.  But  the  outward  burial  of  Chrift,  and  a  par- 
ticipation of  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death  and  burial,  are  things 
of  a  divers  nature,  and  therefore  arc  not  fignified  by  one  fign, 

*  That  interpretation,  which  would  enervate  the  apoftle's  argu- 
ment and  defign,  our  comfort  and  duty,  is  not  to  be  admitted. 
But  this  interpretation,  that  baptifm  is  mentioned  here  as  the 
fign  of  Chrift's  burial,  would  enervate  the  apoftle's  argument  and 
deiign,  our  comfort  and  duty.  And  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 

*  The  miror  is  thus  proved  ;  the  argument  and  defign  of  the 
apoftle,  as  was  before  declared,  is  to  exhort  and  encourage  unto 
mortification  of  fin  and  new  obedience,  by  virtue  of  power  re- 
ceived from  the  death  and  life  of  Chrift,  whereof  a  pledge  is  gi- 
ven us  in  our  baptifm.  But  this  is  taken  away  by  this  interpre- 
tation ;  for  we  may  be  fo  buried  with  Chrift,  and  planted  into 
the  death  of  Chrift  by  dipping,  and  yet  have  no  power  clerived 
from  Chrift  for  the  crucifying  of  fin,  and  for  the  quickening:  of 
ns  to  obedience' — Dr  Owen  on  Infant  Baptifm  and  Dipping,     . 
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limes  prevent  falfe  brethren  from  creepmg  m 
among  them,  the  ordinance  of  difcipline  would 
be  unneceffary.  But  Chriftians  are  renewed  but 
in  part.  In  many  things  they  all  offend.  They 
are  apt  to  be  feduced  from  the  path  of  duty,  and 
having  once  fallen,  they  are  in  danger  of  growing 
worfe  and  worfe,  and  of  making  Ihipwreck  of 
faith  and  a  good  confcience. 

Chrift's  fheep,  it  is  tme,  fhall  never  perifli,  nor 
fliall  any  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand  ;  but  they 
are  preferved  by  means,  and  one  of  the  means 
he  employs  to  effe6t  his  gracious  intentions  in 
regard  to  them,  is  dire6ling  them  to  aflbciate  to- 
gether. One  great  end  of  thefe  alTociations  is^ 
that  they-  may  watch  over  and  admonifti  each 
other.  By  thefe  mutual  admonitions,  Chriftians 
are  roufed  from  the  flumber  into  which  they  are 
prone  to  fall  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin. 

Mofes  was  faithful  in  all  God's  houfe,  for  he 
punctually  delivered  the  commandments  of  Jeho- 
vah, king  of  Ifrael.  The  worldly  kingdom  of 
Ifrael  was  a  figure  of  the  kingdom  of  God  which 
they  jwere  taught  to  expe£t.  This  kingdom  is 
no^v  'cpme,  and  a  greater  than  Mofes  has  deliver- 
ed laws  for  its  government.  The  laws  deli- 
vered to  Ifrael  were  never  intended  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  except  by  one  nation.  The  laws  of  the. 
kingdom'  of  Chrift  were  defigned  for  thofe  ga- 
thered out  of  every  tongue,  kingdom  and  nation^. 
;Tpie  former  were  calculated  for  a  community  in 
oiie  country,  the  latter  for  individuals  in  everj 
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place.  To  the  obfervance  of  the  one,  a  particu- 
lar form  of  civil  polity  was  neceflary.  The  other 
is  independent  of,  and  unaffeded  by  any  diffe- 
rence of  external  circumftances.  Temporal  prof- 
perity  was  promifed  to  the  due  obfervance  of  the 
ftatutes  of  the  one,  the  other  was  eftablilhed  upon 
better  promifes.  Ifrael  was  commanded  to  ex- 
terminate the  nations  in  whofe  land  they  dwelt, 
unlefs  they  fubmitted  to  them  *  ;  the  difciples  of 
Jefus  are  to  follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  not  to 
ftrive  even  with  the  wicked^ 

Wherever  the  apoftles  preached  with  fuccefs, 
they  not  only  enjoined  the  obfervance  of  thofe  or- 
dinances which  we  have  already  conlidered,  but 
they  appointed  certain  rules  according  to  which 
the  churches  were  to  proceed  in  various  circum- 
ftances which  they  knew  would  occur.  It  was 
of  the  utmoft  importance  that  thefe  rules  Ihould 
be  wife  and  proper ;  for  on  this,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  depended  the  recovery  of  backfliders,  the 
exiftence  of  harmony  amongft  the  members,  their 
increafe  in  knowledge,  and  eventually  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpel  in  the  world.  Men  being 
brought  to  give  glory  to  God,  in  a  great  meafure 
depends  an  feeing  the  good  works  of  thofe  who 
profefs  godlinefs  and  fubje£lion  to  Chrift,  and  in 
their  union  and  co-operation  in  all  religious  ob- 
fervances. 

While  the  apoftles  gloried  in  every  convert  to 
the  faith,  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 

*  See  Deut.  xx.  lo,— 18.  8cc. 
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the  doftrlne  of  the  crofs,  they  knew  that  fiicn  were 
ftill  prone  to  backflide  from  God,  and  to  return 
to  the  world  from  whence  they  had  come  out. 
They  faw  many  inftances  of  perfons  turning  their 
backs  on  Chrift.  It  was  the  objed  of  the  rules 
they  delivered  to  prevent  this,  to  promote  an  in- 
creafing  fuperiority  to  the  world,  and  the  moft 
ftedfaft  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  Chrift. 

Jefus  is  reprefented.  Rev.  i.  13.  as  walking  in 
the  midft  of  the  churches,  obferving  whether  his 
laws  are  attended  to  ;  and  we  find  him  (harply  re- 
proving the  churches  of  Afia  for  the  exiflence  of 
various  abufes  among  them,  arifing  from  the  ne- 
grltS:  of  thefe  inllitutions. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  in  attending  to 
the  laws  of  Chrift  which  refpeft  the  difcipline 
of  Chriftian  focieties,  to  confider  the  fpirit  as  well 
as  the  letter  of  thefe  laws.  The  obje6l  of  dif- 
cipline, when  exercifed  according  to  the  will  of 
Chrift,  muft  always  be  the  glory  of  God,  the 
good  of  the  church,  and  the  good  of  the  party. 
Thefe  three  are  infeparably  connected,  and  we 
muft  never  lofe  fight  of  any  of  them.  If  we 
do,  we  fliall  a<a  from  improper  motives,  and 
more  harm  than  good  will  refult  from  our  difU 
cipline.  Attention  to  thefe  will  guard  us  againft 
two  extremes  into  which  churches  are  apt  to 
fall — undue  lenity,  and  unchriftian  feverity.  It 
•will  alfo  prevent  us  from  ailing  with  partiali- 
ty, which  can  otherwife  hardly  be  avoided.  It 
is  almoft  uaneceifary  to  obferve  that  the  difcipline 
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appointed  by  Chrift  refpefts  only  the  members  of 
his  churches.  .  *'  I  wrote  to  you  in  an  epiftle,  not 
to  company  with  fornicators  ;  yet  not  altogether 
with  the  fornicators  of  this  world,  or  with  the  co- 
vetous, or  extortioners,  or  with  idolateris ;  for 
then  muft  ye  needs  go  out  of  the  world.  But 
now  I  have  written  unto  you  not  to  keep  compa- 
ny, if  any  man  that  is  called  a  brother  be  a  forni- 
cator, or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer,  or  a 
drunkard,  or  an  extortioner ;  with  fuch  an  one, 
no,  not  to  eat.  For  what  have  I  to  do  to  judge 
them  alfo  that  are  without,  do  not  ye  judge  them> 
that  are  within  ?"  1  Cor.  v.  9, — 12. 

We  have  feen  that  thofe  only  of  whom  it  iS 
meet  (juft,  hKxUv,  Philip,  i.  7.)  for  us  to  think 
that  they  have  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  are  to  be  un- 
ited in  church-fellowlhip.  The  declaration,  that 
a  little  leaven  leavens  the  whole  lump,  is  once 
and  again  repeated,  and  the  churches  are  exprefs- 
ly  commanded  to  put  away  wicked  perfons. 

«'  Offences,"  faid  Jefus,  "  muft  come."  An  of- 
fence,  in  the  New  Teftament,  means  2ijlumhlingm 
block  *.     Whenever  we  ad  improperly,  we  caft 

*  '  The  word  offend  is  ufed  above  thirty  times  in  the  eftablifh-. 
ed  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament  into  Englifh.  The  ori- 
ginal word,  o-xfl6vtffltA«^6/,  is  fo  tranflated,  and  this  is  in  a  Angle 
place,  and  in  that  only,  rendered  make  to  offend,  viz.  i  Cor. 
viii.  10.  In  James  ii.  lo,  and  iii,  j.  the  word  rendered  offend 
is  one,  (^Trrocuf)  which  is  elfewhere  rendered  ffumbie,  Rom. 
xi- II.  and  fal/f  2  Pet.  i.  i«5.  Tbefe  are  all  the  places  where 
this  word  occurs.  In  on?  place,  A(5ls  xxv.  8.  the  word  render- 
e(J  offe?id  is  ufAu^rxva,  that  which  is  uniformly  tranflated  elfe^ 
where  in  Scripture,  to  Jin,  or  to  trefpafs,  Sec. 
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a  llumbling-block,  or  a  fnarc,  in  the  way  of  our 
brethren.  Our  Lord  has  delivered  his  will  re- 
fpe6ling  difcipline  in  very  few  words,  which 
however  are  of  univerfal  application  in  every  cafe 
which  can  occur.  *'  Moreover,  if  thy  brother 
fhall  trefpafs  againft  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his 
fault  between  thee  and  him  alone ;  if  he  hear 
thee,  thou  haft  gained  thy  brother  ;  but  if  he  will 
not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two 
more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnefTes 
every  word  may  be  eftablifhed.  And  if  he  fliall 
pegled  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  church  ; 
but  if  he  negled  to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be 
unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  whatfoever  ye  fhall  bind 
on  earth,  ihall  be  bound  in  heaven  ;  and  whatfo- 
ever ye  (hall  loofe  on  earth,  fhall  be  loofed  in  hea- 
ven," Matt.xviii.  15, — 18.  This  is  a  fhort  but 
comprehenfive  rule.  It  is  a  general  fummary  of 
our  duty  as  church  members  in  regard  to  difci- 
pline.    All  the  diredions  given  in   the  epiflles 

*  To  offend  God,  properly  fignifies  to  fin  af  ainft  him,  by  break- 
ing or  violating  his  commandments,  and  thereby  to  difpleafe  and 
provoke  him  to  anger.  In  like  manner,  in  the  ufual  acceptation 
of  the  words,  to  offend  a  per/on,  whether  believer  or  unbeliever, 
is  to  injure,  difpleafe,  or  provoke  him. 

*  But  in  no  inrtance  in  the  Englifh  New  Teftament  doth  the 
word  offend  fignify  this  with  refpedl  to  God,  except  in  Acfls  xxv. 
8.  Jamesii.  lo.  and  iii.  3.  quoted  above.  To  offend,  on  the  contra- 
ry, and  to  do  iniquity,  are  diftinguiihed  from  each  other,  Matt, 
xiii.  41.  In  no  inftance  hath  it  this  fignification  when  it  re- 
fpe(5ls  our  brethren.  It  then  denotes  to  (tumble  or  enfnare  them.' 
See  Miff.  Magazine  for  iSoz,  p.  145. 
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are  evidently  founded  upon  this.  As  the  fubje^l 
is  fo  very  limple,  we  fhall  confider  what  our  prac- 
tice ought  to  be,  occafionally  referring  to  fome 
particular  directions  for  the  application  of  this 
precept. 

Love  is  the  only  bond  which  knits  together  the 
members  of  a  church  of  Chrift.  Remove  this, 
and  the  union  cannot  fubfift.  It  is  alfo  the  fpring 
which  fets  all  the  wheels  a-going,  and  when  this 
is  broken,  all  right  movements  ceafe.  We  may 
form  a  fociety  connected  by  worldly  intereft,  or 
influenced  by  external  ties,  and  this  may  refemble 
a  church  of  Chrift  ;  but  it  is  eflentially  different. 
It  refembles  a  church  of  Chrift  as  a  ftatue  does  a 
man  ;  at  a  diftance  they  may  be  miftaken,  but 
when  examined,  the  difference  is  manifeft.  As 
love  is  of  fuch  eflential  importance  in  a  church 
of  Chrift,  we  may  be  aflured  that  Jefus  has  ufed 
every  precaution  to  preferve  it.  Love  is  a  tender 
plant.  Jefus  places  it  in  the  hearts  of  all  his 
people  ;  but  the  heart  of  man  is  not  its  native 
foil.  Hence  its  pronenefs  to  droop  and  die,  and 
hence  the  neceffity  of  the  utmoft  watchfulnefs 
againft  every  thing  hoftile  to  its  growth  and  ex- 
iftence. 

Nothing  tends  more  to  deftroy  love,  than  un- 
kindnefs  in  thofe  who  are  the  obje6ls  of  it. 
Where  any  thing  of  this  fort  has  taken  place,  the 
Lord  has  appointed  that  proper  fteps  fliould  im- 
mediately be  taken  to  prevent  bad  confequences. 

Our  natural  pride  leads  us,  when  we  think  our- 
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felves  injured,  to  withdraw  from  the  perfon  wha' 
has  done  us  wrong.  No,  fays  the  Lord,  he  is  thy 
brother.  If  we  cannot  conveniently  withdraw 
from  him  altogether,  we  feel  ourfelves  difpofed  to 
(hew  him  by  our  condud,  that  we  refent  the  ill- 
treatment  we  have  met  with  ;  to  behave  to  him 
with  coldnefs  and  referve  ;  or,  at  leaft,  while  we 
profefs  to  forgive  him,  to  tell  to  others  what  he 
has  done.  This  anfwers  a  double  purpofe.  It 
gratifies  our  malice  by  expofing  him,  and  it  feeds 
our  pride  by  proclaiming  our  own  fuperior  good- 
nefs.  But  if  we  will  be  Chrift's  fervants,  we 
muft  not  make  provifion  for  the  flefh  to  fulfil  the 
lufts  thereof.  We  muft  neither  allow  the  recol- 
leftion  of  his  condud  to  fret  in  our  own  bofom, 
nor  make  it  known  even  to  our  brethren.  We 
muft  go  and  tpeak  to  himfelf,  expoftulating  with 
him  as  a  brother  on  the  impropriety  of  his  con- 
dud, file  wing  him  wherein  he  has  aded  finfully, 
and  thus  teftifying  our  aftedion  for  him.  Were 
this  rule  more  exadly  followed,  it  would  prevent 
much  contention  *. 

But  he  may  be  under  the  influence  of  pride,  or  of 
fome  other  evil  paflion.  He  will  not  confefs  his 
fin.  This  tends  farther  to  irritate  us,  and  to  fhew 
the  improper  ftate  of  his  mind ;  we  muft  not, 
therefore,  let  the  matter  reft  here,  but,  fcr  his 
fake  as  well  as  for  our  own,  take  with  us  one  or 

*  More  fwellings  and  whifperings  arife  in  churches  from  the 
iiegle(5l  of  this  rule,  than  from  any  thing  tUe,  perhaps  more  than 
from  all  other  caul'es  taken  together. 
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two  perfons  more,  belonging  to  the  church,  that 
their  opinion  maj  influence  him,  and  that  he 
may  ingenuouflj  acknowledge  his  error.  It 
would  have  hurt  his  pride  lefs  to  have  confefled 
his  fault  at  firft,  but  his  obllinacy  rendered  this 
flep  neceflary. 

He  may  ftill  remain  obftinate  ;  he  cannot  fee 
wherein  he  was  wrong,  although  this  be  manifeft 
to  the  brethren  who  were  brought  to  converfe 
•^ith  him.  This  (hews  an  unchriftian  ftate  of 
mind,  and  may  even  excite  doubts  whether  he  be  at 
all  under  the  influence  of  the  truth.  The  offence 
muft  therefore  be  told  to  the  church.  Thofe  who 
accompanied  the  party  oflended  when  addrelling 
him  privately,  and  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
fubje6l,  muft  give  their  teftimony ;  and  thus  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  witneflJes,  every  word  is' 
eftabliflied.  If  it  appear  that  the  perfon  complain- 
ed of  is  in  the  wrong,  he  is  to  be  admoniflied  and 
called  to  repentance  ;  his  impenitence  and  obfti- 
nacy  having  converted  a  private  into  a  public  of- 
fence. If  he  is  convinced  of  his  guilt,  he  ought 
publicly  to  profefs  his  forrow,  fo  as  to  fatisfy  the 
church  of  the  fincerity  of  his  repentance.  He  not 
only  owes  an  acknowledgment  to  the  injured  in- 
dividual, but  to  all  his  brethren,  before  w^hom  he 
has  fet  fuch  an  example. 

But  if  he  ftill  perlift  in  vindicating  his  con- 
dad,  there  is  no  higher  tribunal  on  earth  to  which 
he  is  amenable.  If  he  refufe  to  hear  the  church, 
and  they,  after  ferious  deliberation  and  prayer, 
Gg 
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are  fully  fatisfied  that  he  is  a£ling  finfully,  they 
are  bound  to  put  him  away  as  one  whole  mind  is 
not  under  fubjedtion  to  the  laws  of  Chrift.  He 
may  fay,  indeed,  how  can  I  acknowledge  my 
fault  if  I  be  not  fenfible  of  it  ?  1  cannot  walk,  by 
the  light  of  my  brethren.  The  church  ought  to 
beware  of  giving  a  rafli  judgment.  They  mud 
not  require  their  brother  to  fubmit  to  them^  nor 
mull  they  exclude  him  becaufe  he  will  not  call 
them  Majler.  They  muft  point  out  from  the 
word  of  God  wherein  he  has  a6led  improperly. 
The  will  of  Chrift,  and  not  either  their  judgment 
or  his,  is  the  ftandard. 

It  is  true,  they  may  mifapply  the  rules  there 
delivered  ;  but  if  they  look  to  Chrift  for  direc- 
tion, and  form  a  deliberate  judgment,  guarding 
«gainft  all  prejudices  and  partiality,  they  muft  aft 
upon  it  whether  he  be  convinced  or  not.  Should 
the  cafe  be  complex  and  difficult,  they  ought  de- 
liberately to  weigh  every  circumftance,  and  to 
take  into  the  account  every  alleviating  confidera- 
tion.  But  if  they  axe  fatisfied  he  is  in  the  wrong, 
and  if  he  continue  to  affert  his  integrity,  the 
appeal  lies  to  the  Head  of  the  church  alone,  and 
he  will,  in  the  day  of  his  appearing,  I'atify  every 
fentence  which  they  have  paffed  according  to  his 
word.  It  may  be  a  fmall  matter  in  the  eyes  of 
.  fome  to  be  excluded  from  a  church,  but  if  the 
church  has  afted  properly,  and  if  this  ordi- 
nance, or  fome  fubfequent  event,  does  not  bring 
the  oftender  to  repentance  and  conftiTion  of  his 
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fin,  it  will  be  no  light  matter  to  be  cafl  off 
in  the  great  day,  as  a  rebel  againft  Jefus 
Cbrift  ! 

There  is  little  danger  of  a  church  of  ChriH 
forming  an  erroneous  judgment,  or  even  of  any 
confiderable  difference  of  opinion  arifing  among 
them  refpe<5ling  any  cafe,  if  they  are  duly  fenfible 
that  the  laws  of  Ghrift  recorded  in  Scripture  are  the 
only  ftandard  by  which  they  are  to  judge  the  con- 
6u&  of  the  members.  If  a  perfon  has  not  tranf- 
greffed  any  of  thefe,  he  cannot  properly  be  the 
fubjeft  of  difcipline  ;  if  he  has,  he  muft  be  dealt 
with  only  as  thefe  laws  direft. 

Whenever  we  receive  an  injury,  or  take  um- 
brage at  the  conduct  of  our  brethren,  as  we  value 
vlie  authority  of  Jefus,  we  muft  take  the  fteps  he 
has  prefer! bed.  We  are  not,  on  the  one  handy 
at  liberty  to  allege  that  the  trefpafs  was  fo 
fmall  it  was  unneceffary  to  notice  it ;  nor,  on 
the  other,  that  it  was  fo  great  that  we  could  not 
look  on  him  as  a  brother.  We  are  bound,  in 
either  cafe,  for  his  benefit,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
any  difguft  from  lurking  in  our  own  minds,  to 
go  privately  to  him  if  the  offence  be  committed 
in  private.  If  it  lliould  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  lead  us  to  doubt  if  he  be  a  Chriftian  j  if  we 
are  not  fatisiied  with  his  acknowledgment,  or 
have  reafoui  -to  think  it  is  made  merely  to  pre- 
vent the  matter  being  fpoken  of,  we  ought  to  in- 
form him  that  we  are  not  fatisfied,  and  that  we 
muft  refer  the  affair  to  the  judgment  of  fome  odf 
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our  brethren.  Every  ftep  ought  to  be  taken  with 
prayer  for  direftion  and  fuccefs.  Our  defire 
ought  to  be  that  our  brother  fhould  be  led  to  re- 
pentance, and  there  ought  never  to  exift  that  irri- 
tation of  mind  which  would  lead  us  to  wifh  that 
it  may  go  farther,  in  order  that  he  may  be  expo- 
fed.  If  this  be  our  temper,  the  Lord  marks  and 
condemns  it. 

What  is  faid  of  our  brother  trejpajjing  againjl 
usy  applies  to  every  part  of  his  private  conduiSl 
v/hich  may  be  improper,  although  we  be  not  per- 
fonally  concerned.  We  muft  not  fay,  Am  I  my 
brother's  keeper  ?  We  muft  watch  over  one  ano- 
ther, and  fo  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrift.  We  muft 
not  fuffer  fin  upon  our  brother.  If  to  our  know- 
ledge he  commit  fin,  he  trefpaffes  againft  us,  he 
diihonours  our  Mafter,  and  cafts  a  ftumbling- 
block  in  our  way.  We  muft  go  and  tell  him, 
and  not  leave  the  matter  till  we  are  either  fatis- 
lied  that  we  were  miftaken,  or  have  convinced 
him,  or  have  laid  the  matter  before  the  church. 

By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  improper  mem- 
bers will  be  difcovered,  and  if  this  law  be  pro- 
perly obferved,  few  hypocrites  will  long  re- 
main in  a  church.  Where  difcipline  is  impar- 
tially adminiftered,  it  will  have  a  fimilar  effed 
with  the  falutary  feverity  exercifed  upon  Ananias 
and  Sapphira  :  '*  Of  the  reft  durft  no  man  join 
himfelf  unto  them  ;  but  the  people  magnified 
them,  and  believers  were  the  more  added  to  the. 
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Lord,  multitudes  both  of  men  and  women,"  A^S' 
V,  13.  14. 

Thus  far  have  we  proceeded  in  confidering  the 
exprefs  command  f  the  Lord  Jefus.  Various  parts ' 
of  the  epmies  Ihew  th..  this  was  the  condu6t 
which  the  apoftles  enforced  upon  the  churches. 
Beiides  private  offences  which  may  become 
public,  there  may  be  fome  offences  in  their  own 
nature  public.  Such  is  the  improper  conduct  of 
a  member  of  a  church  known  to  the  world,  or 
to  a  number  of  the  members.  When  a  perfon 
profeffing  godlinefs  falls  into  fin,  he  cafls  a  ftum- 
bling. block  in  the  way  of  the  world,  tempting 
them  to  believe  that  the  dodrine  of  Chrif^  is  not 
according  to  godlinefs,  or  that  there  is  no  truth  in 
religion.  Worldly  men  endeavour  to  quiet  their 
confciences  while  living  without  God,  and  are  there- 
fore happy  to  hear  of  any  inftance  of  improper 
conduct  in  a  Chriflian.  ^vil  communications 
corrupt  good  manners.  Chriflians  are  apt  to  be 
infefted  by  bad  example,  and  therefore  the  Lord 
has  appointed  that  public  notice  be  taken  of  a 
public  offence.  "  Them  that  fin  rebuke  before 
all,  that  others  alfo  may  fear,"  1  Tim.  v.  20.  * 
In  a  private  matter  between  our  brother  and  us, 
if  he  acknowledge  his  fault,  we  are  bound  to  for- 
give him  from  our  hearts,  and  not  to  expofe  him. 

*  It  is  indeed  highly  proper,  and  ought  to  be  the  cafe,  that 
upon  hearing  of  any  public  offence  in  a  brother,  we  fliould  con~ 
verfe  with  him  upon  it,  and  ufe  evtry  means  to  convince  him  of 
his  fill ;  but  the  Hiaiter  mull  not  reft  here. 
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But  if  he  has  finned  in  a  more  public  manner,  the^' 
church  muft  deal  with  him.  A  private  acknow- 
ledgment is  not  fuJfRcient.  Indeed  if  he  be  duly' 
fenfible  of  his  fin,  he  will  efteem  it  a  privilege 
and  a  duty  publicly  to  acknowledge  his  forrow 
for  it.  He  thus  removes,  fo  far  as  in  his  power, 
the  afperfion  his  condufl  has  cafl  upon  the  gofpel. 
He  alfo  fets  before  his  brethren  an  example  of 
cheerful  fubmiffion  to  the  laws  of  Chrift. 

Should  a  member,  upon  being  dealt  with  and 
admonilhed  for  a  public  offence,  refufe  to  hear 
the  church,  they  muft,  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
withdraw  from  him,  and  not  acknowledge  him 
as  a  brother.  But  the  church  ought  to  be  fully 
fatisfied  of  thefinfulnefs  of  his  conduct,  and  ihould 
conlider  every  alleviating  circumflance.  They 
fliould  guard  againfl  undue  feverity.  A  cafe  of 
difcipline,  if  not  properly  conduded^  may  dege- 
nerate into  a  private  quarrel  between  the  church 
and  the  individual.  Each  party  has  taken  his 
ground,  and  neither  will  yield.  While  they  are 
in  fuch  a  temper,  no  aQ:  of  difcipline  can  be  con- 
duced in  obedience  to  the  commandment  of  Chrifl, 
for  the  church  iu  this  cafe  is  jealous  of  its  own 
authority,  and  not  of  the  authority  of  Jefus  Chrift* 

It  is  abundantly  evident,  that  na  form  of  difci- 
pline, however  fcriptural,  will  make  up  for  the 
want  of  real  religion.  Difcipline,  except  in  fo 
far  as  exercifed  from  regard  to  the  authority  of 
Chrift,  and  with  a  view  to  promote  his  glory  by 
iucreafing  t^e  purity  of  the  members  of  a  church. 
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IS  a  curfe  inftead  of  a  bleffing.  It  tends  to  excite 
wrath,  ftrife,  divifions,  and  every  evil  work- 
in  all  cafes  of  difcipline  which  may  occur,  it 
is  of  much  importance  to  examine  matters  tho- 
roughly, and  to  probe  them  to  the  bottom.  We 
have  much  temptation  to  heal  wounds  (lightly  ; 
to  reft  fatisfied  with  favin^  the  credit  of  our  dif- 
cipline, and  of  our  chara£ter  as  a  Chriflian  church, 
while  ftill  allowing  fome  root  of  bitternefs  evident- 
ly to  remain  in  the  hearts  of  the  members  towards 
each  other,  which  will  afterwards  fpring  up  and 
trouble  us.  This  ought  never  to  be  the  cafe. 
We  ought  not  to  flirink  from  difficulties,  but  to 
meet  them  f?.irly,  trufting  in  the  grace  and  power 
of  Jefus.  If  we  are  acting  agreeably  to  his  will, 
he  will  countenance  us.  Difficulties  may  prefent 
themfelves  ;  unpleafant  confequences  may  be 
dreaded  ;  but  thefe,  however  formidable,  muft 
not  lead  us  to  depart  from  what  Chrift  hath  com- 
manded. He  knew  the  confequences  of  obeying 
his  precepts,  and  he  has  given  us  no  difpenling 
power  with  regard  to  the  leaft  of  his  ftatutes. 

When  a  member  has  a6led  improperly,  and  it 
is  neceffary  to  admonifh  him  either  in  public  or  in 
private,  it  ought  to  be  done  with  meeknefs  and 
affeftion.  '*  If  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault, 
ye  which  are  fpiritual  reftore  fuch  an  one  in  the 
fpirit  of  meeknefs  ;  confidering  thyfelf,  left  thou 
alfo  be  tempted,"  Gal.  vi.  1.  This  is  not  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  precept,  "  Rebuke  them  ffiarply," 
Tit.  i.  Ui     The  circumllatices  of  the  cafe  wiU  of 
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courfe  direft  as  to  the  manner  In  which  rebuke 
fliould  be  adminiftered.  Public  rebuke  is  very 
unpleafant  to  flefh  and  blood,  but  it  muft  not  be 
difpenfed  with  when  the  oftence  is  public.  It  is 
not  only  intended  for  th«  good  of  the  individual 
but  of  others. 

A  perfon  may  be  guilty  of  fins  which  demand 
immediate  exclufion.  If  his  conduct  has  been 
fuCh  as  to  convince  us  that  he  is  a  mere  profeflbr,- 
having  a  form  of  godlincfs  without  the  power 
thereof,  we  are  to  turn  away  from  him,  2  Tim. 
iii.  5.  *  Such  was  the  decifion  of  the  apoftle  in 
regard  to  the  inceftuous  perfon,  1  Gor.  v.  13. 
Our  Lord's  commandment,  (Matt,  xvi  .)  that  the 
church  Iliould  deal  with  a  member  to  bring  him 
to  repentance,  does  not  apply  here.  They  are  to 
call  him  to  repentance  by  feparating  from  him. 
Care  muft  be  taken,  however,  that  we  do  not 
form  too  hafty  a  judgment.  The  conduct  of  a 
believer  who  has  fallen  into  fin,  is  eflentially  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  a  mere  profeflbr.  The  one  was 
overcome  by  temptation  ;  the  other  was  afting 
under  the  influence  of  fin,  which  habitually  reigns 
in  him.  They  are  therefore  to  be  treated  diffe- 
rently. Great  care,  and  much  dependence  on 
God, is  necelTary  when  examining  fuch  a  cafe.  The 
former  condud  of  the  offender,  the  evidence  he  has 
given  of  devotednefs  toChrift,  the  aggravations  or 
the  alleviations  of  the  offence,  muft  all  be  taken 
into  view.  Every  cafe  will  prefent  certain  circum^ 

*   Some  render  roulovg  ocTtol^iirov,   thefe  turn  aivAy,     It  is 
cxa(5lly  the  fame  thing  whichever  tranflatioa  we  prefer. 
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fiances,   which  will  guide  us  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment in  regard  to  it. 

It  is  a  never-failing  maxim  in  the  dilcipline  of 
the  churches  of  Chrift,  that  the  good  of  the  church 
and  of  the  offender  are  always  united.  So  far 
from  doing  an  unconverted  perfon  an  injury  when 
we  exclude  him  from  a  church,  we  do  him  a  real 
fervlce.  He  is  in  a  more  hopeful  fituation  after 
exclufion.  His  being  inadvertently  retained  in 
the  church,  tended  to  quiet  his  confcience.  Put- 
ting him  away  is  a  probable,  it  is  the  inilituted 
means  of  bringing  him  to  repentance. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  judgment  of  charity. 
All  things  ought  to  be  done  with  charity  ;  but 
what  is  called  judging  charitably,  is  often  forming 
a  judgment  in  dire£t  oppolition  to  evidence.  Cha- 
rity is  love,  uyaxri.  We  ought  to  love  all  men. 
Elihu  gives  us  an  example  of  the  true  fpirit  of 
charity  in  judgment,  when  he  fays  to  Job,  "  I 
deiire  to  juftify  thee,"  xxxiii.  32. — but  he  was 
compelled  to  blame  him.  Charity  indeed  think- 
eth  no  evil ;  but  this,  only  when  it  fees  and  hears 
cf  none.  Charity  is  not  blind  and  partial  aiTec- 
tion.  We  have  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  violation 
of  charity,  in  the  fuggeftion  of  Satan  that  Job's 
religion  was  all  hypocrify,  Job  i.  9, — 11.  and 
ii.  4,  5.  Here  was  harlh  and  unfavourable  judg- 
ment, in  dired  opposition  to  external  evidence  ! 

When  a  perfon  applies  to  be  added  to  a 
church,  if  we  are  in  a  proper  fpirit,  we  fliall  wilh 
that  he  may  be  found  qualified  j  but  this  does  not 
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iraplj  that  we  are  to  judge  him  a  Chriflian,  with^ 
out  ftii£i  attention  to  what  he  profeffcs,  and  to 
the  evidence  this  affords  of  his  converfion  and 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  This  will  alfo  hold 
when  a  member  has  committed  fin.  The  true 
judgment  of  charity  is  judging  according  to  evi- 
dence, but  with  an  earneft  defire  that  this  evi- 
dence maybe  favourable.  True  charity  in  judg- 
ing is  always  oppofed  to  rafh  or  cenforious  judg- 
ment, which  fprings  from  want  of  love.  The 
world  live  in  malice  and  envy,  and  therefore 
judge  one  another's  motives  without  mercy.  As 
to  religion,  indeed,  they  are  all  charity  ;  that  is, 
they  are  indifferent  about  the  matter,  and  rather 
pleafed  that  their  own  difregard  of  God  (liould  be 
kept  in  countenance  by  that  of  other  men.  A 
judge  in  a  criminal  caufe  who  is  gratified  by  find- 
ing a  prifoner  guilty,  is  regarded  as  a  tyrant ;  bufr 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  partial  in  the  exa- 
mination of  witneffes,  and  evidently  endeavours 
to  fcreen  the  prifoner  from  juftice,  he  is  confider- 
ed  unfit  for  his  office.  He  might  tell  us  he  was 
judging  charitably,  but  we  fhould  reckon  him  un- 
juft,  unfaithful  to  the  laws,  and  injurious  to  the 
public. 

Charity  will  lead  us  to  rejoice  if,  upon  invefti* 
gation,  the  condudt  of  a  perfon  be  found  blame- 
lefs,  and  this  temper  will  fecure  us  againft  rafh 
or  hafty  judgment.  If  he  be  in  the  wrong,  the 
lefs  fin  he  has  committed  fo  much  the  more  agree- 
able  to  us,  for  charity  rejoices  not  in  inicjuity. 


I 
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James  condemns  an  oppofite  temper,  which  leads 
us  to  wifti  to  find  a  perfon  in  the  wrong,  that  we 
may  have  the  pleafure  of  inflicting  puniQiment  on 
him. 

A  confeflion  of  fin  is  not  always  fatisfa£lory 
when  there  are  aggravating  circumftances  in  the 
cafe.  Were  we,  indeed,  aflured  of  a  man's  real 
repentance,  whatever  had  been  his  fin,  it  would 
be  our  duty  to  receive  him  again  as  a  brother;  but 
he  may  confefs  in  order  to  avoid  being  put  away 
from  the  church.  It  is  mortifying  to  be  exclu- 
ded from  any  fociety,  and  an  ungodly  man  may 
do  many  things  to  prevent  his  being  feparated. 
But  if  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  is  the 
cafe,  if  his  fin  has  been  aggravated,  and  we  have 
not  evidence  of  his  real  repentance,  we  mufl  cer- 
tainly exclude  him. 

It  is  not  only  proper  to  notice  any  open  fin  in 
our  brethren,  but  if  we  fee  any  brother  waxing 
cold  in  religion,  we  ought  to  admonifli  hira. 
Were  this  properly  attended  to  in  private,  it 
would  prevent  many  open  fins,  and  confequently 
many  cafes  of  difcipline  in  a  church.  It  is  of 
great  importance,  not  only  to  warn  and  admonifh 
our  brethren,  but  alfo  to  give  them  no  counte- 
nance in  improper  conda6i:.  "  Now  we  com- 
mand you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Cliriii,  that  ye  withdraw  from  every  bro- 
ther that  walketh  diforderly,  and  not  after  the 
tradition  (^Ts-u^aha-tg,  commandment)  which  ye  have 
Received  from  us.     And  if  any  man  obey  not  our 
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word  by  this  epiflle,  note  that  man,  and  have 
fellowfhip  with  him,  that  he  may  be  afhamed ; 
yet  count  him  not  as  an  enemy,  but  admonifh 
him  as  a  brother,"  ^  ThelT.  iii.  0.  14,  15.  It  is 
certainly  our  duty  to  turn  away  from  thofe  who 
fliew  that  they  are  not  under  the  influence  of  the 
truth  ;  but  the  above  precept  feems  rather  to  di- 
red  us  to  teflify  dif approbation  with  the  condud 
of  the  members  who  are  afting  improperly,  al- 
though there  may  not  be  fulficient  ground  for  im- 
mediate exclufion.  The  apoftle  particularly  al- 
ludes to  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  were  idle,  and 
confequently  bufy- bodies.  It  would  be  much 
calculated  to  convince  fuch  of  their  folly  and  fin, 
not  only  to  admonilh  them,  but  to  avoid  their 
company^  while  we  fhew  regard  and  affeftion  to 
them. 

A  queftion  has  been  ftated  with  regard  to  fuf- 
pending  a  member  from  communion  on  account 
of  his  conduct.  We  have  no  example  of  fuch  a 
practice  in  Scripture,  nor  does  it  appear  proper. 
If  a  perfon  have  fliewn  by  his  condu6l  that  his  pro- 
feffion  was  falfe,  he  i§  of  courfe  to  be  put  away 
as  one  in  whom  we  were  deceived.  It  was 
owing  to  our  ignorance  that  he  was  admitted. 
If  notwithftanding  the  impropriety  of  his  condudl 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  him  a  Chriftian,  let 
him  be  rebuked  and  reflored.  But  why  fufpend 
him  ?  If  he  be  in  a  weak  and  backfliding  ftate, 
this  is  no  reafon  for  depriving  him  of  the  means 
of  grace.     His  enjoying  thefe  does  not  prevent^ 
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US  from  warning  and  admonifliing  him  of  his  dan- 
ger. Although,  then,  fufpenfion,  as  2ipuni/hment, 
is  always  improper,  cafes  may  perhaps  occur  where 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  fufpend  a  member.  If  ap- 
pearances are  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that  the  con- 
fidence of  the  church  in  him  as  a  Chriflian  is  de- 
flroyed,  although  perfeft  certainty  be  not  obtain- 
ed, it  feems  impoffible  to  allow  him  to  continue 
in  fellowfhip,  nor  Ihould  he  in  fuch  circumflances 
defire  it.  No  time  ought,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  be 
loft.  We  ought  to  endeavour  to  get  to  the  bot- 
tom of  it  as  foon  as  poffible.  When  a  man  was 
fufpe£ted  of  being  a  leper  in  Ifrael,  he  was  to  be 
Ihut  up  until  the  matter  could  be  afcertained,  and 
then  either  reftored  to  the  congregation  or  exclu- 
ded. Lev.  xiii.  4.  8. 

It  has  been  alked,  What  will  the  world  fay  if 
they  fee  a  man  with  whofe  fin  they  are  acquaint- 
ed fitting  down  at  the  LorH's  table  as  a  member 
of  the  church  *  ?  We  are  to  provide  for  things  ho- 
nefl:  in  the  fight  of  all  men  j  but  in  order  to  this, 
we  muft;  not  add  to  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  nor 
deprive  a  brother  of  what  he  is  entitled  to,  not- 
withftanding  his  fault.  If  we  keep  clofe  to  the 
ordinances  of  Chrift,  there  is  no  danger  of  our 
being  juft;ly  branded  with  difregard  to  practical 
holinefs. 

*  It  is  very  proper  that  the  world  fhould  underftand,  that, 
when  a  member  of  a  church  commits  fin,  his  brethren  do  not 
confirm  their  love  towards  him  till  they  are  fatisfied  of  his  re- 
pentance. 

Hh 
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There  are  inflances  fometimea  of  memberg 
withdrawing  from  a  church  when  they  become 
fnbjeds  of  difcipline.  In  this  cafe  they  muft  be 
dealt  with,  and,  if  they  will  not  hear  the  church, 
muft  be  to  them  as  heathen  men  and  publicans. 
When  a  perfon  has  been  excluded,  he  ought  to 
be  folemnly  and  afFedionately  warned  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  the  members  ought  to  avoid  all  famili- 
arity with  him,  with  a  view  to  bring  him  to  re- 
pentance. At  the  fame  time,  that  regard  which 
we  ought  to  feel  and  exprefs  towards  all  man- 
kind, ought  to  be  fhewn  to  him.  We  mtift  avoid 
the  appearance  of  revenge,  contempt,  felf-prefe- 
rence,  felf-righteous  diftance,  or  even  of  indiffe- 
rence. If  he  fliould  afterwards  profefs  repentance, 
and  if  we  fhould  have  good  grounds  to  believe  it 
fincere,  we  ought  to  receive  him  juft  as  we  ought 
to  receive  any  one  at  firft  who  gives  evidence  of 
loving  the  Lord  Jefus.  His  former  profeflion 
may  tend  to  excite  fufpicion,  but  we  muft  en- 
deavour to  judge  impartially.  His  applying 
again  is  a  hopeful  fymptom.  If  we  receive  him 
we  muft  do  it  cordially,  and  not  ftiew  fufpicion 
and  diftruft. 

We  have  a  particular  precept  to  mark  them  who 
caufe  divifions.  ''  Now  I  befeech  you,  brethren, 
mark  them  which  caufe  divifions  and  offences 
contrary  to  the  do6lrine  which  ye  have  learned, 
and  avoid  them  ;  for  they  that  are  fuch  ferve  not 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  their  own  belly,  and 
by  good  words    and   fair   fpeeches   deceive    the 
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hearts  of  the  fimple,"  Rom.  xvi.  17.  When  falfe 
brethren  creep  unawares  into  a  church,  they  will 
ever  be  apt  to  caufe  divifions.  Such  fhould  be 
avoided.  They  may  aflume  an  appearance  of  zeal, 
but  if  they  difturb  the  peace  of  the  church,  by 
introducing  any  other  doctrine  than  that  taught  by 
the  apoflles,  or  by  ftriving  about  curious  queftions 
and  ttrifes  of  words,  which  tend  to  promote  par- 
ties or  to  ftumble  the  difciples,  1  Tim.  vi.  4. 
they  ought,  after  admonition,  if  it  prove  unavail- 
ing, to  be  put  aWay,  although  there  may  be  no- 
thing flagrant  in  their  conduft. 

All  cafes  of  difcipline  fhould  be  conducted 
with  much  patience.  Nothing  fhould  be  hurried 
through.  No  determination  fhould  take  place 
when  there  is  any  agitation  in  the  minds  of  the 
members,  which  is  apt  to  arife  on  fome  oc- 
cafions  when  a  matter  is  firft  mentioned.  A 
church  fhould  ever  remember,  that  they  are  af- 
fembled  by  Chrifl's  authority,  that  he  is  in  the 
midft  of  them,  and  that  they  are  not  to  pleafe 
themfelves.  Chriflians  are  apt  to  forget  that 
they  are  not  their  own  maflers,  nor  at  liberty  to 
a6l  according  to  their  feelings.  They  are  under 
the  law  of  Chrifl,  nor  is  this  lefs  binding  becaufe 
it  is  the  perfed  law  of  liberty. 

Sometimes  a  member  may  take  offence  unjufl- 
ly.  He  may  complain  of  his  brother  without 
caufe.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  his  brother  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  fatisfy  him,  and,  if  they  cannot  agree, 
to  get  one  or  two  more,  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  pri- 
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vate  offence.  We  ought  to  abftain  from 
thing  in  itfelf  indifferent  which  grieves  our 
thren,  although  it  may  gratify  ourfelves.  But  we 
muft  not  abftain  from  what  we  believe  to  be  our 
duty,  becaufe  they  difapprov^e  of  it.  This  would 
render  us  the  fervants  of  men.  •  If  our  brethren 
be  ill-informed,  we  muft  endeavour  to  inftru6l 
them,  and,  if  neceffary,  feek  the  affiftance  of  fome 
others.  If  they  be  thus  convinced  that  we  are 
a6ling  properly,  it  is  well ;  if  not,  they  muft  learn 
to  exercife  forbearance,  and  not  endeavour  to  be 
lords  of  our  confcience. 

Nothing  can  be  more  improper  than  for  a 
member  who  is  diffatisfied  with  the  condud  of 
another,  to  withdraw  from  the  Lord's  table.  This 
ought  to  be  publicly  noticed.  It  is  like  the  be- 
haviour of  a  pettifti  child,  and  is  indeed  an  under- 
valuing of  the  ordinances  of  Chrift^  and  cafting  a 
ftumbling- block  in  the  way  of  others.  Let  them 
go  and  tell  their  brotl^er  his  fault,  and,  if  necef- 
fary, tell  it  to  the  church.  Thofe  who  negle^ 
this  rule,  ought  to  be  ferioufly  admoniftied. 

Another  great  impropriety,  an  effect  indeed 
of  letting  flip  the  gofpel,  conlills  in  not  fitting 
down  at  the  Lord's  table,  becaufe  our  mind  is 
not  in  a  proper  frame.  If  we  are  confcious  we 
are  hypocrites,  let  us  by  no  means  profane  the 
Lord's  ordinances,  either  by  fitting  down  at  his 
table,  or  by  remaining  members  of  a  church  of 
Chrift.  If  our  brother  have  juft  caufe  of  com- 
plaint againft  us,  let  us  not  think  to  make  atone, 
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ment  for  our  lin  by  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per.  Let  us  confefs  our  fault,  and  make  all  the 
reparation  in  our  power.  But  to  refufe  to  fhew 
forth  the  Lord's  death  becaufe  our  brother  has 
wronged  us,  or  becaufe  we  have  committed  fin, 
fhews  grofs  ignorance,  and  amounts  to  wilfully 
rejecting  the  only  facrifice,  Heb.  x.  26. 

But  how,  it  may  be  faid,  can  we  fit  down,  even 
once,  at  the  Lord's  table,  when  we  are  diflatisfied 
with  a  member  ?  Is  not  our  unity  reprefented  by 
the  ordinance,  and  how  can  two  walk  together 
except  they  be  agreed  ? — Have  you  malice  againft 
your  brother  ?  you  fliould  by  no  means  obferve 
the  ordinance  in  this  temper.  If  you  hate  him, 
you  are  a  murderer.  But  you  think  he  is  a6l- 
ing  in  a  manner  unbecoming  the  gofpel.  You 
know  he  is  ading  finfully.  After  taking  the 
previous  fteps,  lay  his  condud  before  the  church, 
and  let  it  be  inveftigated.  You  may  be  miftaken. 
Some  alleviating  circumftances  may  appear,  of 
which  you  are  not  aware.  Let  his  conduct  by 
all  means  be  examined,  but  do  not  you,  in  the 
mean  time,  negle£t  the  Lord's  ordinance,  and,  in 
faft,  withdraw  from  the  fellowfhip  of  the  church. 

A  church  ought  to  exercife  difcipline,  they 
ought  to  admonifti  and  to  exclude  thofe  who  de- 
part from  any  of  the  leading  truths  of  the  gofpel,. 
or  who  introduce  any  new  doftrines.  Thus  Jefus 
and  his  apoftles  inftru6l  us.  "  I  would  they  were 
even  cut  off  who  trouble  you,"  Gal.  v.  12.  "  I 
have  a  few  things  againft  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft. 
Hh3 
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them  who  hold  the  dodrine  of  Balaam.  So  hat 
thou  alfo  them  that  hold  the  doftrine  of  the  Ni- 
colaitans,  which  thing  1  hate."     Rev.  ii.  14»  15. 

In  all  that  has  been  faid  of  difcipline,  it  ha» 
been  taken  for  granted,  that  by  the  church  is 
meant  the  whole  body  of  an  aflembly  of  Chri- 
ftians.  The  idea  of  a  church  of  Chrift  fitting  by- 
its  reprefentativ^es  (as  the  paftors  or  elders  have 
improperly  been  called)  has  no  foundation  in 
Scripture.  All  the  directions  given  by  the  apo- 
illes  to  the  churches  refpefting  difcipline  were 
evidently  addrefled  to  the  whole  church.  When 
the  church  of  Corinth  was  charged  to  put  away 
the  wicked  perfon,  1  Cor.  v.  13.  the  charge  was 
given  to  the  whole  church,  not  merely  to  the  el- 
ders ;  and  when  they  are  direded  to  reftore  him, 
the  commandment  is  delivered  to  the  whole 
body,  and  the  former  2.6k  of  difcipline  is  called 
their  ad.  Sufficient,  fays  the  apoftle,  to  fuch  a 
man  is  this  puni{hment  which  was  iufiifted  of 
many^  2  Cor.  ii.  6.  When  th©  whole  church  joins 
in  an  acl  of  difcipline,  it  is  calculated  more  to  im- 
prefs  the  mind  of  the  offender,  to  manifeft  the 
obedience  of  the  whole  to  the  laws  of  Chrift,  and 
to  create  a  greater  abhorrence  of  fin  in  the  church  ; 
for  thus  pafiing  fentence  on  another,  they  con- 
demn themfelves  if  they  fhould  ever  aft  in  a  fimi- 
lar  manner. 

All  will  allow  that  much  is  faid  on  the  fubjeftr 
of  difcipline  in  fome  of  the  epiftles  of  the  New 
Tellament.     Hence  the  exercife  of  Scriptural  di£- 
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cipline  tends  to  throw  much  light  on  the  word  of 
God,  and  to  lead  a  church  conftantly  to  appeal  to 
Scripture,  the  advantage  of  which  is  manifeft. 
It  directs  the  attention  of  church  members  to 
pafTages  to  which  none  elfe  think  of  giving  heed, 
"whereby,  in  fad,  they  make  them  void.  Almoft 
all  the  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  exercife  of 
difcipline,  arife  from  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining 
the  duty  of  individuals  in  particular  circum- 
ftances.  When  this  is  difcovered,  the  duty  of  ^ 
church  is  eafily  eftabliflied. 

As  thofe  only  can  be  expected  to  have  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  adminiftration  of  human 
laws  who  have  attended  courts  of  juftice,  fo  Chri- 
ftians  become  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  Chrift 
by  witneffing  their  application  in  his  churches. 
Thefe  laws  are  often  vilified,  as  produ£tive 
of  flrife  and  divifion,  from  being  imperfectly 
underflood  and  improperly  adminillered.  This 
is  apt  to  be  peculiarly  the  cafe  v^'ith  a  church 
newly  formed,  the  members  of  which  have  been 
connected  with  focieties  where  fcriptural  order  was 
not  known,  or  at  leaft  not  acknowledged.  Such 
ought  to  be  very  careful,  left,  through  ignorance 
and  inexperience,  they  bring  reproach  on  the 
name  of  Chrift. 

I  conclude  this  chapter,  by  quoting  a  remark- 
able teftimony  to  the  excellence  of  Chriftian  dif- 
cipline by  one  who  was  not  in  a  fttuation  where 
he  could  pradlife  it. 

*  The  apoftle^s  order  to  the  Corinthians,'  fays 
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Dr  Macknight,  *  to  keep  no  company  with  wick- 
ed  perfons,   though  feemingly  fevere,  was  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.     For  the  laws  of  Chrift 
do  not,  like  the  laws  of  men,  correft  offenders  by 
fines,  and    imprifonments,   and   corporal   punifti- 
ments,  or  outward  violence  of  any  kind,   but  by 
earneft  and   aife£lionate  reprefentations,   admoni- 
tions and  reproofs,  addreffed   to  their   reafon  and 
confcience,  to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  fault, 
and   to   induce   them  voluntarily  to   amend.     If 
this  remedy  proves  ineffectual,  their  fellow  Chri- 
Hians   are   to   fhew  their  difapprobation  of  their 
evil  courfes,  by  carefully  avoiding  their  company. 
So   Chrifl   hath  ordered,   Matt,  xviii.  15,  16.  n. 
'*  Moreover,  if  thy  brother  fhall  trefpafs   againfl 
thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between,  thee   and 
him  alone  :  if  he  (hall  hear  thee,  thou  hafl  gained 
thy  brother  ;  but  if  he  will  not   hear  thee,  then- 
take  with  thee  one   or  two   more,   that  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  witnefTes  every  word  may 
be  eftablilhed.     And  if  he   (hall  negledt  to  hear 
them,  tell  it  unto  the  church  ;  but  if  he  negle£t 
to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be   unto  thee   as   an 
heathen  man  and   a  publican."     Earnefl  repre- 
fentation,  therefore,  from   the  injured  party,  fol- 
lowed with  grave  admonition   and  reproof  from 
the  minillers  of  religion,  when  the  injured  party's 
teprefentation  is  ineffedtual,  are  the  means  which 
Chrift  hath  appointed  for  reclaiming  an  offender  ; 
and  with  great  propriety,  becaufe  being  addreiTed 
to  his  reafon  and  confcience,  they  are  calculated 
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to  influence  his  will  as  a  moral  agent,  and  fo  to 
produce  a  lading  alteration  in  his  condudl.  But 
if  thefe  moral  and  religious  means  prove  ineffec- 
tual, Chrill  hath  ordered  the  fociety  of  which 
the  offender  is  a  member  to  fliun  his  company 
and  converfation,  that  he  may  be  afhamed,  and 
that  others  may  be  preferved  from  the  conta- 
gion of  his  example.  This  laft  remedy  will  be 
ufed  with  the  greateft  effed,  if  the  refolution  of 
the  fociety,  to  have  no  intercourfe  with  the  offen- 
der, efpecially  in  religious  matters,  is  openly  de- 
clared by  a  fentence  deliberately  and  folemnly 
pronounced  in  a  public  affembly,  (as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  inceftuous  Corinthian),  and  is  fteadily  car- 
ried into  execution. 

'  The  wholefome  difcipline  which  Chrill  infti- 
tuted  in  his  church  at  the  beginning,  was  rigor- 
oufly  and  impartially  exercifed  by  the  primitive 
Chriflians  towards  their  offending  brethren,  and 
with  the  happieft  fuccefs  in  preferving  purity  of 
manners  among  themfelves.  In  modern  times, 
however,  this  falutary  difcipline  hath  been  much 
negleded  in  the  church  ;  but  it  hath  been  taken 
up  by  gaming  clubs,  who  exclude  from  their  fo- 
ciety all  who  refufe  to  pay  their  game-debts,  and 
Ihun  their  company  on  all  occafions  as  perfons 
abfolutely  infamous.  By  this  fort  of  excommu- 
nication, and  by  giving  to  game-debts  the  appel- 
lation of  debts  of  honour,  the  winners  on  the  one 
hand,  without  the  help  of  the  law,  and  even  in 
contradiction   to   it,   have  rendered   their  unjuil 
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claims  effe£lual,  while  the  lofers,  on  the  other, 
are  reduced  to  the  neceflity  either  of  paying,  or 
of  being  fhunned  by  their  companions  as  infa- 
mous. I  mention  this  as  an  example,  to  fhew 
what  a  powerful  influence  the  approbation  or  dif- 
approbation  of  thofe  with  whom  mankind  afTo- 
ciate  have  upon  their  conduct ;  and  from  that 
confideration,  to  excite  the  friends  of  religion  to 
fupport  her  againil  the  attempts  of  the  wicked, 
by  teftifying  on  every  fit  occafion,  their  difappro- 
bation  of  vice,  and  their  contempt  of  its  abettors  ; 
and  more  efpecially,  by  fhunning  the  company 
and  converfation  of  the  openly  profane,  however 
dignified  their  ftation  in  life,  or  however  great 
their  fortune  may  be  *.' 


C   H   A  P  T  E   R     XI. 

OF  FORBEARANCE. 

OoME  churches,  formed,  in  moil  things, 
on  the  model  of  the  New  Teflament,  have  fallen 
into  a  very  hurtful  extreme  concerning  difcipline. 
They  require  all  to  be  of  the  fame  mind  in  all 
things,  and  do  not  feem  to  fhew  that  refpe^l  to 
*  See  Pr  Macknight's  view  and  illuftration  of  i  Cor.  t. 
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the  rights  of  confcience,  and  that  tendernefs  to 
perfons  of  different  degrees  of  advancement  in  re- 
ligion, which  we  uniformly  find  inlifted  on  in  the 
word  of  God.  Hence  difcipline  is  apt  to  dege- 
nerate into  a  fjftem  of  terror.  This  tends  to 
overawe  and  to  prevent  a  member  from  adling  as 
he  thinks  right,  or  from  freely  delivering  his 
opinion,  left,  he  ftiould  difpleafe  others,  or  even 
be  put  aw'ay  from  the  church.  It  leads  him  fin- 
fully  to  pleafe  men,  and  to  facrifice  the  authority 
of  Chrifl:  at  the  flirine  of  the  church.  It  may 
indeed  produce  filence  and  non-refiftance,  and  the 
appearance  of  miity,  bnt  it  is  the  filence  of  flaves 
and  hypocrites.  In  confequence  of  this  tyranny 
over  confcience,  undeferved  reproach  has  been 
cafl:  upon  Chriftian  difcipline. 

In  entering  on  this  fubjecl  I  would  make  the 
following  remarks. 

1.  There  is  an  abfolute  n&ceflity  for  perfonal 
convidion  both  refpe6ling  truth  and  duty.  No 
Chriftian  can  aft  religioully  upon  the  conviction 
of  another. 

2.  The  important  duty  of  mutual  forbearance 
refts  not  only  on  the  precepts  given  to  the  ft;rong 
to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  Rom.  xiv. 
and  XV.  but  on  every  one  confiderlng  themfelves 
to  be  but  learners  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift.  It 
furely  ill  becomes  fuch  to  aft  as  if  they  were  in- 
fallible. 

.    3.  The  Scriptures  acknowledge  no   man  as  a 
difcipk    of   Chrift,    except  one   wl.o  habitually 
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fludies  to  know  and  to  do  his  Mafter's  will 
things  ;  therefore, 

4.  Although  the  more  advanced  ought  to  bear 
with  beginners,  yet  the  obftinate  and  ftationary 
profefTor  has  no  claim  on  the  forbearance  of  a 
church. 

We  have  no  inftance  in  the  Scriptures  of  any 
thing  in  the  primitive  churches  being  decided  by 
votes.  This  appears  at  all  times  unnecefiary, 
and  can  be  attended  with  no  good  effeft.  If 
difference  of  opinion  fhould  arife,  much  prayer 
and  reference  to  the  word  of  God  fhould  take 
place  ;  if  the  minds  of  the  members  are  not 
in  a  very  improper  ftate,  unanimity  will  probably 
foon  be  reftored ;  and  if  every  individual  fhould 
not  be  of  the  fame  mind,  flill  the  members  may 
exercife  mutual  forbearance. 

Churches  formed  on  the  model  of  Scripture, 
and  yet  not  exercifing  forbearance,  have  no  pope 
or  general  afTembly  to  whom  they  may  appeal. 
The  power  is  in  the  church  itfelf  *.  To  this 
every  member  is  fubje6t,  and  defpotifm  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  may  be  exercifed  to  a  confiderable 
extent.  It  has  alfo  this  peculiar  difadvantage  : 
a  Roman  catholic,  or  a  member  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  may  do  many  things  without  the 
Pope  or  the  General  AfTembly  ever  hearing  of  i 
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*  Yet  an  Individual,  or  a  few,  may  gradually  acquire  a  pre- 
eminence in  the  church,  and  may  exercife  power  with  a  highei 
}\and  and  with  lei's  jeaioufy,  that  they  do  not  nominally  pof 
iti  this  ought  to  be  guarded  agaixut. 
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*rhe  difcipline  of  thefe  churches,  fuch  as  it  is,  is 
not  very  ftridl  ;  but  a  member  of  a  church  of 
Chrift,  afting  on  the  plan  now  fpoken  of,  is  liable 
to  be  perpetually  haraflfed  and  controuled  in  the 
path  of  duty.  He  is  laid  thereby  under  great  temp- 
tation to  diffimulation  and  hypocrify,and  his  bond- 
age keeps  pace  with  the  rigidnefs  of  their  difci- 
pline. Such  a  fyftem  is  completely  unfcriptural. 
Chrifl  invites  us  to  liberty,  only  he  warns  us  not 
to  ufe  it  for  an  occallon  to  the  flefh  ;  but  by  the 
difregard  or  denial  of  forbearance,  a  church  exer- 
cifes  a  lordfliip  over  its  members  which  hath  no 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 

The  apoftles  indeed  inculcated  wianimity  on  the 
"fchurches.  This  is  greatly  to  be  defired,  but  the 
fear  of  the  church  can  only  produce  the  refem- 
blance  of  it,  andfomething  greatly  worfe  than  any 
differences  whatever.  There  are  young  men,  fa- 
thers, and  babes  in  Chrift,  and  as  their  attain- 
ments in  knowledge  are  different,  in  fome  refpeds 
they  mufl  be  differently  minded,  and  mull  aft 
differently.  Some  things  are  fo  plain  in  the  word 
of  God,  as  to  be  underftood  by  all ;  but  there 
are  other  things  of  which  we  obtain  the  know- 
ledge gradually,  by  examining  and  comparing 
the  Scriptures.  In  learning  a  language^  all  the 
pupils  muft  not  be  placed  in  the  fame  clafs. 
When  a  boy  firft  goes  to  fchool,  he  muft  not  be 
fet  down  to  Virgil  or  Homer.  In  like  manner, 
the  members  of  a  church  muft  not  all  be  con- 
fidered  as  equal  in  capacity  or  knowledge. 
li 
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This  is  implied  when  we  inlift  upon  them  to  ht 
cxaftlj  of  one  mind,  and  cenfure  them  if  they 
are  not;  ;  they  are  thus  in  fa£t  trained  up  to 
be  the  fervants  of  the  church.  If  forbearance 
be  not  exercifed,  inveftigation  is  checked,  the  in- 
creafe  of  love  is  prevented,  party. fpirit  is  pro- 
moted, and  real  unity  is  in  fad  obilruded,  and 
placed  further  off. 

If  it  can  be  proved  by  the  word  of  God  that  a 
member  is  living  in  fin,  he  mud  be  called  to  re- 
pentance, and  if  he  remain  obftinate,  he  muft  be 
put  away  whether  he  fees  his  error  or  not.  This 
we  have  clearly  ftated  from  the  word  of  God.  But 
although  we  arf  convinced  that  he  is  wrong  on  fome 
points,  if  he  hold  fall  the  great  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel  j  if  he  be  evidently  living  under  the  influence 
of  the  fear  of  God,  in  the  things  he  underflands  ; 
if  his  error  arife  from  mifapprehenfion,  and  if  he  be 
willing  to  lift  en  to  what  can  be  faid,  he  ought  to 
be  treated  with  all  long- fufFering.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  Hate  the  particular  cafes  in  which  forbear- 
ance ought  to  be  exercifed  ;  but  in  proportion  as 
juft  views  are  entertained  of  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  this  will  be  a  ftriking  feature  of  a  church 
of  Chrift  ;  and  when  the  Scriptures  are  diligent- 
ly and  impartially  attended  to,  the  difficulties  in 
pra£lice  will  not  be  great. 

Individual  members  ought  alfo  to  exercife  for- 
bearance toward  a  church ;  they  are  not  at  liberty 
to  leave  it,  although  there  may  be  fome  diffe- 
xences  of  opinion  among  them.     It  is  equally 
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ifliportant  for  a  church  to  ad  in  the  farae  manner 
towards  individuals.  It  is  true  that  ignorance  ia 
religion  is  often  finful,  but  there  are  different  de- 
grees of  guilt.  A  man  may  be  in  the  dark  as  to 
fome  things,  from  the  prejudices  of  education, 
or  other  caufes  and  prejudices,  while  he  is  living 
near  to  God,  and  feeking  to  know  his  will  more 
perfe^lly.  Scriptural  forbearance  does  not  teach ^ 
us  to  treat  the  things  in  which  we  differ  with 
others  as  matters  of  no  moment.  All  divine  truth 
is  important*.  But  it  is  perfectly  confident  with 
ftrid  fcriptural  difcipline,  to  hold  communion 
with  thofe  who  believe  the  gofpel  and  are  ex- 
emplary in  their  condud,  while  they  are  ignorant 
on  fome  points  which  we  yet  confider  to  be  re- 
vealed by  God. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  good  reafoa'* 
why  a  church  ftiould  not  admit  to  communion  all 
who  love  our  Lord  Jefus  in  fincerity.  Many 
paflages  of  Scripture  feem  to  teach  us  to  do  fo. 
Paul  having  dated  that  nothing  availed  but  a  new 
creature,  adds,  *'  As  many  as  walk  by  this  rule, 
peace  be  on  them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  the  Ifrael 
of  God,"  Gal.  vi.  16..  In  writing  to  Timothy 
he  fays,  '*  Follow  righteoufnefs,  faith,  charity, 
peace   with  them  who  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a/ 

*  The  expreffion,  agreeing  to  differ,  in  common  ufe  witk 
many,  is  much  calculated  to  miflead.  It  feems  to  reduce  divine 
truth  to  a  level  with  the  uncertain  fpeculations  of  phiiofophers. 
It  alfo  reprefents  unity  of  fentiment,  or  the  unity  of  the  faith,  a* 
aot  only  unattainable,  but  of  little  confequence. 
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pure  heart,'*  2  Tim.  ii.  22.  I  cannot  conceive 
words  more  exprefsly  to  enjoin  the  forbearance  for 
which  we  plead,  than  Phil.  iii.  15.  16.  "  Let  us, 
therefore,  as  many  as  be  perfect,  be  thus  minded ; 
and  if  in  any  thing  ye  be  otherwife  minded,  God 
will  reveal  even  this  unto  you.  Neverthelefs, 
whereunto  we  have  air,  udy  attained,  let  us  walk, 
by  the  fame  rule,  let  us  mind  the  fame  things." 
If  any  have  attained  to  faith  in  the  fame  Saviour, 
and  to  follow  after  holinefss  ought  they  not  to 
receive  one  another  as  Chrift  hath  alfo  received 
them  to  the  glory  of  God  ?  Rom.  xv.  7. 

The  apoftle  indeed  befeeches  the  Corinthians,  by 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  that  they  all  fpeak. 
the  fame  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divifions 
(fchifms,  (rx,Kr(^c>tT»)  among  them  ;  but  that 
they  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  fame 
mind  and  the  feme  judgment,  1  Cor.  i..  10.. 
This  is  moft  earneflly  to  be  wiflied  ;  and  to 
this  bleffed  ftate  (hall  all  ChrilUans  arrive  when 
they  fee  face  to  face.  While  they  are  here,  they 
ought  to  be  diligently  prefllng  forward  towards 
perfeftion  in  knowledge  and  holinefs,  and  the 
greater  progrefs  they  make,  the  more  nearly  will 
they  agree  with  each  other  ;  but  in  their  prefent 
imperfe^l:  ftate  they  muft  forbear  one  another  in 
love,  endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace,  Eph.  iv.  2,  3.  and  this  will 
be  neceflary  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,. 
unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the  fta* 
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Cure  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrifl,  Eph.  iv.  13s.  When 
the  exhortation  to  the  Corinthians  is  taken 
bj  itfelf,  It  may  appear  to  countenance  the  ne- 
ceflity  cf  the  actual  exiftence  of  perfect  unity  of 
fentiment  in  the  churches  of  Ghrift  ;  but  if  we 
conficier  its  connexion,  we  fhall  perceive  that  the 
exhortation  is  directed  againft  ftrife,  fa6tions,  and 
parties,  which  alTuredly  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted in  a  church.  This  will  be  ftill  more  manifeft,^ 
if  we  compare  it  with  a  fimilar  fentiment,  where 
the  apoftle  is  inculcating  mutual  forbearance. 
Having  exhorted  the  ftrong  to  bear  the  infirmities 
of  the  weak,  and  prayed  thai  in  this  very  thing 
(to  otvro)  they  might  be  like-minded  with  Chrifl:, 
who  pleafed  not  himfelf,  he  adds, . "  that  ye  may 
with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  glorify  God,  even 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,"  Rom.  xv.  6. 
Forbearance,  then,  is  the  right  road  to  unity. 

The  apoftle, .  in  the  xivth  and  xv^^  chapters  of: 
the  Romans,,  is. exprefs  on  this  fubje^:,  and  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  New  Teftament  condemns  that 
want  of  forbearance  which  fome  have  contended 
for  under  the  name  of  unity  of  faith.  It  is  true, 
in  thefe  chapters  he  fpeaks  particularly  of  the  or. 
dinances  of  the  ceremonial  law.  Thefe  were  in 
lad  abolifhed  by  the  death  and  refurredion  of 
Chrifl,  yet  the  Jewifli  believers  continued  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  and  were  indulged  in  doing  fo.  This, 
indulgence  did  not  arife  from  the  indifference  of 
the  things  themfelves,  for  the  fame  things  were 
pofitively  prohibited  to  the  Gentiles,  Gal.  v.  2. 
lis 
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It  feertis  to  have  been  partly  owing  to  the  reve- 
rence due  to  the  inltitiitions  of  God,  and  partly  to- 
his  tendernefs  towards  his  ancient  people,  and  hrs 
unwilUngnefs  that  they  fliould  perifh  ;  but  neither 
of  thefe  caufes  could  operate  in  regard  to  the 
Gentiles,  to  whom  the  law  had  never  been  deli- 
vered, and  inftead  of  lefTening,  it  would  probably 
have  increafed  their  prejudices  againft  the  gofpel. 
But  while  God  would  not  allow  the  Gentiles  tO' 
be  brought  under  the  yoke  of  the  law,  he  taught 
them  to  bear  with,  and  not  to  defpife  the  weak 
among  the  JewiQi  Chriftians  ;  on  the  other  hand^ 
while  they  were  indulged  in  keeping  the  law, 
they  w^ere  not  to  condemn  their  Gentile  brethren, 
nor  fuch  Jewiih  believers,  like  Paul,  who  were 
ftrong.  Thus  the  Jews  were  gradually  weaned 
from  their  attachment  to  their  cuftoms,  by  wit- 
neffing  the  liberty  of  the  Gentiles,  and  even  of 
titjetij:  brethren  flronger  in  the  faith.  They  were 
^^rther  inftru^ed  by  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
2nd  by  the  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem,  an  event  fo 
awfully  expreffive  of  God's  difpleafure  with  If- 
rael,  which  dellroyed  their  prejudices  altogether, 
tn'dppofition  to  this  view  feme  maintain,  that 
the  Je\vs  were  adually  bound  to  obferve  the  law 
of  Mofes,  till  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  was 
written,  affirming,  that  one  revelation  is  necef-- 
fary  to  fet  afide  a  former  one  *.     This  is   true  ; 

*  But  how  do  wc  know  when  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  rva*- 
written  ?  There  are  different  opinions  refpefting  this.  Nothing- 
is  revealed  concerning  it,  and  wt  cannot  found  truth  or  duty  up- 
on fpeculjitive  reaiofiing. 
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but  Jefus  had  plainly  intimated  the  conclufion  of 
the  old  difpenfation.  This  had  been  declared  mod 
clearly  by  his  apoftles,  and  we  know  afluredly 
that  Peter  htid  an  exprefs  revelation  to  teach  him 
not  only  to  preach  to,  but  to  eat  with  the  Gen- 
tiles, A£ts  X.  28.  Paul  fpeaks  of  himfelf  and  of 
others  who  were  flrong,  eating  all  things,  while 
thofe  only  who  were  weak  eat  herbs,  Rom.  xiv.  2. 
XV.  1.  Now  this  muft  refer  to  the  Jews,  not  to 
the  Gentiles,  to  whom  no  fuch  liberty  of  obfer- 
ving  the  ceremonial  law  was  given.  But  accord- 
ing to  the  view  of  thefe  chapters  given  by  thofe 
who  argue  againft  forbearance,  what  they  contain 
was  merely  a  temporary  revelation,  not  calculated, 
for  our  inftru6tion  ;  the  whole,  however,  of  the 
New  Teftament  is  praflical,  and  the  inftruftions 
there  given  for  mutual  forbearance,  are  intended 
for  general  and  permanent  ufe. 

Knowledge  pufFeth  up  ;  and  when  we  efleem 
our  knowledge  of  church-order,  8z:c.  fo  great,  that 
we  cannot  exercife  forbearance  towards  the  difci- 
ples  of  Chrift  who  differ  from  us,  there  is  reafon 
to  fear  we  know  nothing  on  this  fubje6l  as  we 
ought  to  know,  1  Cor.  viii.  2.  Indeed  it  is  a  great 
error  in  churches  to  fuppofe,  that  in  every  refpe6l, 
even  in  regard  to  order,  they  are  perfect.  We 
may  be  fully  convinced  that  the  conflitution  of  our 
church  is  fcriptural,  and  that  on  the  whole  we  are 
followers  of  the  apoftolic  churches,  but  ftill  we 
ought  to  be  fepfible  that  we  have  more  to 
learn. 
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fn  proportion  as  real  religion  prevails  in  a» 
church,  the  J  will  be  able  to  extend  the  arms 
of  brotherlj  love,  and  embrace  all  who  love  the 
Lord  Jefus  ;  and  in  proportion,  on  the  contrary, 
as  the  power  of  religion  declines,  they  will  be 
unable  to  bear  any  difference  of  opinion  among 
their  members.  Let  us,  for  inflance,  take  the 
queftion  of  infant  bapti£in.  It  is  one  which  is 
highly  important ;  but  why  may  not  thofe  who 
differ  on  this  point  hold  fellowfhip  with  one  ano- 
ther ?  T  baptife  my  children — I  do  it  to  the  Lord 
— I  believe  it  to  be  his  will — If  I  am.  wrong,  I 
ftiould  be  very  happy  to. be  convinced  that  I  am 
fo.  Another  does  not  baptife  his  children — To 
the  Lord  he  does  it  not..  I  am  alfo  bound  to  be- 
lieve that  he  wifhes  to  walk  in  the  path  of  duty  ; 
that  he  wifhes  to  be  convinced  if  he  is  wrong, 
In  other  things  we  agree..  We  feel  the  fame 
corruptions.  We  love  and  obey  the  fame  Savi- 
our, We  are  equally  begotten  to  a  lively  hope 
by  the  refurre£lion  of  Chrifl  j  but  it  feems  we 
mufl  not  be  members  of  the  fame  church  on  earth. 
Surely  this  Is  the  fpirit  of  error.  This  wifdom 
Cometh  not  from  above.  Indeed,if  a  Paedobaptifl 
and  an  Antipaedobaptifl  cannot  be  members  of  the 
fame  church,  or  fit  down  together  at  the  Lofd's 
table,  they  ought  not  to  pray  together. 

Want  of  forbearance  retards  us  in  our  progrefs. 
It  alienates  our  affeftions  from  e^:h  other*  It 
leads  us  to  be  jealous  lefl  we  fhould  be  convinced 
that  we  are  in  the  wrong,  and  is  a  great  bar  in  the 
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way  of  our  embracing  truth.  Men  mufl:  not  be 
driven  in  religion.  They  mufl  be  perfuaded  and 
drawn  by  love.  It  may  be  faid,  Confufion  perhap§ 
might  arife,  if  thofe  who  differed  in  fuch  matters 
were  members  of  the  fame  church — It  would  lead 
to  flrife.  But  may  not  the  unruly  be  warned  ? 
May  not  thofe  who  caufe  divifions  be  avoided,  or 
if  they  will  ferve  their  own  belly,  and  not  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  be  put  away  *  ? 

Want  of  forbearance  leads  Chriflians  to  cort- 
tend  about  churches  and  ordinances  in  an  impro- 
per fpirit,  as  if  they  were  chiefly  defirous  to 
filence  others,  and  to  vindicate  their  own  pradice, 
inftead  of  enforcing  the  ordinances  of  Chrifl  from 
a  perfuafion  how  much  they  tend  to  promote  ho>- 
linefs^  fpirituality  of  mind,  and  deadnefs  to  the 
world.  The  members  of  a  church  under  any 
form  of  government,  may  degenerate  into  that 
fpirit  which  led  the  Jews  to  fay,  "  The  temple 
of  the  Lord  are  thefe,"  Jer.  vii.  4.  They  may  be 
animated  by  church  pride  as  men  are  by  national 
pride ;  valuing  themfelves  on  account  of  the  excel- 

*  It  is  by  no  means  intended  that  where  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  fo  important  a  matter,  believers  ought 
not  to  refort  to  feparate  worfhip.  This,  though  the  unhappy 
fruit  of  remaining  ignorance  in  Chriftians,  is  not  inconfiftent  with 
mutual  love.  But  where  there  is  no  opportunity  of  doing  this, 
it  feems  highly  defireable  that  a  church  of  Chrifl:  fliould  fhcw 
their  love  to  their  brethren  for  the  truth's  fake,  although  in  fome 
refpeifls  they  may  differ.  It  muft  however  always  be  fuppofed, 
that  where  a  few  apply  for  fellowfliip  with  a  church  with  which, 
in  fome  things  they  differ,  that  they  a'fo  can  make  thefe  the; 
fubjedl  of  forbearance,  and  not  promote  ftrife  iff  the  church. 
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lence  of  their  conftitution  and  government,  and 
defpifing  others.  Whenever  this  is  the  cafe, 
they  are  afting  in  a  manner  moft  difpleafing  to 
God,  and  inftead  of  promoting  the  obfervance  of 
his  ordinances,  are  rendering  them  contemptible. 
A  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,  and  the  ordinances 
of  Chrift,  if  properly  attended  to,  will  manifeft 
their  own  excellence  by  their  happy  effedls  on 
our  minds.  The  want  of  forbearance  manifefted 
in  churches,  in  other  refpefts  fcriptural,  arifes, 
I  fear,  from  a  meafure  of  that  intolerant  fpirit 
which  is  fo  congenial  to  corrupt  nature,  and 
which  has  been  fo  much  foftered  by  the  union  of 
the  church  and  the  world,  which  cannot  fail  to 
produce  perfecution.  It  is  not  eafy  at  once  to 
get  free  of  the  bad  efFeds  of  the  connections  in 
which  we  were  educated. 

While  we  would  ftrongly  enforce  forbearance 
towards  all  who  give  evidence  of  loving  Chrift, 
let  it  be'  remembered  that  this  never  implies  that 
we  are  not  to  ad  up  to  our  views  of  duty,  what- 
ever offence  it  may  give  to  others.  We  are  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man.  Chriftians  are  bound 
to  obey  all  the  laws  of  Chrift.  To  aflbciate  with 
a  church  is  not  the  leaft  important  of  thefe,  and  it 
is  not  enough  that  we  be  connected  with  a  fociety 
which  bears  that  name,  it  mull  alfo  have  the 
fame  conftitution,  and  be  governed  by  the  fame 
laws  with  the  churches  of  the  New  Teftament. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  all  Chriftians 
fhould  feparate  from  churches,  the  .confliitution 
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of  which  IS  eflentially  different  from  that  of  the 
apoflolic  churches.  Such  are  all  in  alliance  with 
the  world,  and  thofe  formed  on  fimilar  principles. 
There  are  Chriftians  in  thefe  ;  but  ftill  they  ar& 
not  churches  of  Chrift,  and  thefe  Chriftians  are 
not  obferving  all  his  commandments.  Thej  are 
walking  diforderlj,  perhaps  not  unlike  fome  pi- 
ous kings  of  Ifrael,  whofe  hearts  were  right  with 
God,  and  who  yet  facrificed  on  the  high  places. 
But  however  much  we  difapprove  of  their  con- 
duct, yet,  confidering  the  prejudices  of  education, 
and  other  ftumbling-blocks  in  their  way,  thofe 
who  are  truly  fpiritual  among  them,  and  who  are 
not  a£ling  in  oppolition  to  their  own  light  in  con- 
tinuing in  fuch  connections,  ought  to  be  treated 
with  great  tendcrnefs  and  patience.  By  a  con- 
trary condu6l  their  prejudices  will  be  more 
ilrongly  rivetted. 

Although  Chriftians  will  probably  be  always 
called  to  exercife  forbearance  to  each  other  in 
confequenee  of  difference  of  judgment  on  fome 
points,  yet  in  proportion  as  they  fimply  follow 
the  word  of  God  according  to  the  light  they  have 
received,  thefe  points  of  difference  will  be  dimi- 
niftiing.  The  idea,  that  the  Scripture  does  not 
contain  a  complete  and  univerfal  rule  for  worftiip- 
ping  God,  the  authority  of  great  names,  and  the 
ftandards  of  eftablitlied  churches,  tend  greatly  to 
prevent  union  among  Chriftians. 
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CHAPTER    Xir. 

OF  SCHISM  AND  HERESY. 

OCHISM  and  herefy  are  branded  in  the  Scrip- 
tures as  very  great  evils.  It  is  therefore  proper 
to  examine  the  precife  meaning  of  the  terms. 

'Zxto-fcxy  which  occurs  eight  times  in  the  New 
Teftament,  is  in  our  verfion  only  once  tranflated 
fchifm^  1  Cor.  xii.  25.  It  fignifies  divifion,  and 
is  fo  tranflated,  John  vii.  43.  ix.16.  x.  19.  1  Cor. 
i.  10.  xi.  18.  Schifm  does  not  imply  merely  fe- 
paration  from  a  church,  but  any  difference  exill- 
ing  in  it,  /.  e,  among  the  members,  which  caufes 
alienation  of  affedion. 

The  differences  of  opinion  between  thofe  who 
were  weak  and  thofe  who  were  ftrong  in  faith, 
did  not  conftitute  fchifm,  unlefs  thefe  differences 
were  produdtive  of  faction  and  ftrife,  and  prevent- 
ed their  loving  as  brethren.  In  this  cafe,  from  the 
want  of  forbearance,  fchifms  would  have  taken 
place.  There  might  be  alfo  fchifms  on  account  of 
matters  of  greater  importance.  A  member  might 
deny  fome  important  truth,  or  refufe  obedience 
to  an  important  precept.  This  would  produce 
fchifm  in  a  church,  and  it  could  only  be  put  an 
end  to  by  his  lillening  to  the  church  calling  him 
to  repentance,  or  by  his  being  put  away. 
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Although  differences  of  opinion  may  exift  in  a 
church  of  Chrift,  without  producing  fchifm,  yet 
there  is  always  fome  danger  left  differences  in 
knowledge  and  fpiritual  underftanding  produce  it, 
and  hence  the  importance  of  Chriftians  endeavour- 
ing to  grow  in  knowledge.  In  proportion  to  their 
growth,  will  they  be  more  firmly  united  to  one 
another.  They  will  be  more  in  fubjedtion  to 
Chrift,  and  lefs  prone  to  be  tofled  to  and  fro  with 
every  wind  of  do£lrine  by  the  Height  of  men. 
The  divilions,  or  fchifms,  which  exifted  among 
the  Corinthians,  1  Cor.  i.  10,  11, 12.  arofe  from 
attachment  to  various  teachers. 

Schifm  hath  in  procefs  of  time  come  to  fignify 
the  fame  as  feparation ;  all  who  feparate  from  the 
moft  impure  communions  are  branded  as  fchif- 
matics,  and  the  word  in  this  fenfe  has  been  bandied 
about  as  a  term  of  reproach  amongft  the  different 
denominations  of  profeiTing  Chriftians. 

Herefy,  «<gg5-/5,  is  ufed  in  Scripture  to  denote  a 
feft  or  a  party,  whether  good  or  bad.  Se£ts  are 
commonly,  though  not  always,  produced  by  dif- 
ferences in  opinion,  but  the  term  is  expreflive  of 
the  effedl,  not  of  the  caufe.  Thus  Paul  fays,  "  Af- 
ter the  moft  ftraitefty^<5?  of  our  religion  I  lived  a 
Pharifee,"  A6ls  xxvi.  5.  The  Jews,  A6ls  xxiv.  5. 
charged  Paul  as  a  ringleader  of  they^rJ?  of  the 
Nazarenes,  and  the  apoftle  in  reply  obferves,  after 
the  w^ay  which  they  called  a  fe£I^  fo  I  worfhip  the 
God  of  my  fathers.  Probably  their  intention 
was  to  excite  the  governor  to  punifli  him  for  his 
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religion,  as  he  was  not,  according  to  them,  entitled 
to  the  toleration  with  which  the  Jews  were  fa- 
voured. He  avoids  this,  by  declaring  himfelf  not 
to  have  forfaken  the  religion  of  his  fathers.  The 
Jews  at  Rome,  Afts  xxviii,  22.  defired  to  hear  of 
Paul  what  he  thought  concerning  a  y^^  which  was 
every  where  fpoken  againft.  They  neither  ex- 
prefs  a  favourable  nor  unfavourable  opinion  of 
Chrillians  by  the  term. 

'  That  there  is  a  great  affinity  in  their  fignifica- 
tions,'  viz.  fchifm  and  herefy,  fays  Dr  Campbell, 
*  is  manifell,  but  they  are  not  convertible  terms. 
I  do  not  find  that  the  word  e-^ia-^x  is  ever  applied 
in  holy  writ  to  a  formed  party,  to  which  the 
word  «/gg5-»j  is  commonly  applied.  I  underftand 
them  in  the  epiflles  of  this  apoftle  (Paul)  as  ex- 
preffive  of  diiferent  degrees  of  the  fame  evil.  Aa 
undue  attachment  to  one  part,  and  a  confequent 
alienation  of  affedion  from  another  part  of  the 
Chriftian  community,  comes  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  c-'^ta-i^x.  When  this  difpofition  proceed- 
ed fo  far  as  to  produce  an  aftual  party  or  fa£lion 
among  them,  this  party  is  termed  ai^Eo-/?.'  Dr 
Campbell  goes  on  to  notice  that  this  was  the  cafe 
even  where  there  was  not  a  feparation.  Thus 
the  fedls  of  the  Sadducees  and  Pharifees  all  wor- 
iliipped  together  in  the  temple. 

A  Chriftian  church  is  one  united  body,  the 
members  of  which,  while  poffeffing  different  de- 
grees of  knowledge,  are  in  a  finful  and  inconfiftent 
ftate  if  divided  into  various  parties  or  feels.    The 
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unity  of  the  body  Is  broken  by  them,  and  there- 
fore to  charge  a  Chriftian  church  with  fplit- 
ting  into  fedts  or  parties,  is  to  charge  them 
with  corruption  in  what  is  elTential  to  them  as  a 
fociety.  '  Hence  the  difference  between  the  word 
in  the  hiftorical  and  epiftolary  parts  of  the  New 
Teftament.  In  the  former,  if  any  thing  repre- 
henfible  or  commendable  be  fuggefted,  it  is  not 
fuggefted  by  the  term  «<§go-/^,  but  by  the  words 
conftrued  with  it.  In  the  latter,  it  is  always  ufed 
in  a  bad  fenfe,  becaufe  addrelled  to  communities 
which  do  not  admit  of  feds  */ 

Men  arofe  foon  after  thefe  communities  were 
formed,  who  loved  to  have  the  pre-eminence,  ta 
ferve  their  own  purpofes,  counteradling  the  apof- 
tollc  regulations  in  the  churches.  Thus  the  falfe 
teachers  in  Galatia  and  at  Corinth  a£led,  and  thus 
too  aded  Diotrephes,  3  John  9.  They  excited 
fchifms  and  feds  in  the  churches,  and  the  apof- 
tles  inform  us  that  they  knew  fuch  feds  were 
to  arife.  They  are  frequently  prophefied  of  in 
the  New^  Teftament.  Thus  Peter  writes  of  falfe 
teachers,  who  fliould  privily  bring  in  damnable 
herejies^  feducing  men  from  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  Chrlft,  delivered  by  the  apoftles,  and  through 
covetoufnefs  making  merchandife  of  them,  teach- 
ing the  moft  abominable  dodrines.  Separating 
from  the  apoftolic  churches,  or  promoting  repa- 
ration, was  in  fad  rebelling  againft  Chrift,  and 

*   See  Dr  Campbell  on  fchlfm  and  herefy,  in  his  preliminary 
differtations  to  his  Tranflation  of  the  Evangelifts, 
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therefore  herefy^  i.  e.  fed-making,  is  reckoned 
among  the  works  of  tlie  flefh,  which  if  men  do, 
tl>ey  fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  Paul 
informs  the  Ephefian  elders,  that  of  themfelves 
Ihould  men  arife  fpeaking  perverfe  things,  draw* 
ing  away  dijciples  after  them.  Thus  they  ex- 
prefslj  denied  the  Lord  that  bought  them  *,  2  Pet. 
li.  1.  He  forbade  his  difciples  to  afpire  after  fuch 
pre-eminence.  "  Be  not  ye  called  rabbi,  for  one 
is  your  matter,  even  Chrift,  and  all  ye  are  bre- 
thren ;  and  call  no  man  your  father  upon  earth, 
for  one  is  your  father  who  is  in  heaven ;  neither 
be  ye  called  matters,  for  one  is  your  matter,  even 
Chrift,"  Matt,  xxiii.  8,  9, 10. 

This  will  help  us  to  explain  the  precept  to  Ti- 
tus, ch.iii.  10,  11.  «  A  man  that  is  an  heretic, 
after  the  firft  and  fecond  admonition  rejedt,  know- 
ing that  he  that  is  fuch  is  fubverted  and  linneth, 
being  condemned  of  himfelf."  A  heretic  here 
means  a  man  who  fets  himfelf  up  as  the  head  of 
a  fe6l,  and  confequently  confents  not  to  the  words 
of  Jefus  Chrift  delivered  by  the  apoftles,  1  Tim. 
vi.  3.  he  is  fubverted,  he  errs  from  the  faith,  and 
is  condemned  of  himfelf,  for  he  acknowledges 
Jefus  to  be  the  Chrift,  and  yet,  by  afFeding  do- 
minion and  making  a  party  which  look  up  ta 
him  as  their  head,  he  tramples  on  his  laws. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  very  ferious  matter  to  feparate 

*  Denying  the  Lord  has  generally  been  explained  of  denying 
})is  divinity;  bat  it  is  equally  applicable  to  denying  his  authori- 
ty, by  teaching  for  doClrines  the  commandments  of  men. 
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from  a  church  of  Chrifl.  But  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  the  authority  of  Chrlft  requires  us  to  feparate 
from  antichriftian  churches,  where  various  un- 
fcriptural  pradices  and  terms  of  communion  are 
required,  where  we  muft  call  fome  man,  or  fome 
fet  of  men,  Majlery  and  where  we  cannot  obferve 
the  commandments  of  Chrift.  In  many  focieties 
calling  themfelves  churches,  it  is  impoflible  to  at- 
tend to  the  precept,  Matt,  xviii.  15, — 17.  Now, 
in  fuch  a  cafe  we  virtually  prefer  the  church 
above  Chrifl,  by  cont  nuing  in  it.  Where  difci- 
pline  is  entirely  neglefted,  or  not  adminiftered 
according  to  Scripture  ;  where  men  are  by  birth 
members  of  a  church  ;  and  where  it  differs  not 
from  a  worldly  kingdom,  it  is  an  important  duty 
to  come  out  from  among  them, — neither  to  re- 
main ourfelves  in  a  fituation  where  we  cannot 
yield  full  obedience  to  Chrift,  nor  to  countenance 
men  in  fuch  unfcriptural  practices.  To  quit  fuch 
a  church  by  no  means  fubje£ls  us  to  the  appellation 
of  fchifmatics  or  heretics  in  the  fcriptural  fenfe 
of  thefe  words.  They  are  truly  fchifmatics,  who,  . 
by  bringing  in  pernicious  herelies,  have  fet  alide 
the  pradices  of  the  apoftolic  churches,  and  forfa- 
king  the  laws  of  Jefus  Chrift,  have  fubftituted  in 
the  place  of  his  mild  and  eafy  yoke,  the  dodrines 
and  commandments  of  men.  Every  member  of 
fuch  churches  is  in  fa6l  condemned  by  himfelf,  for 
while  in  words  he  admits  Chrift  to  be  his  Mafter, 
he  yet  fubmits  to  the  authority  of  others,  even 
to  the  fubverfion  of  his  laws.  '  It  appears,'  fays 
Kk3 
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Mr  Jofeph  Hallet,  '  that  the  chief  heretic  now  iw 
the  world  is  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  He  has  raifed 
and  united  to  himfelf  a  great  party  or  faBion^  who, 
wherever  they  dwell,  make  innumerable  things 
parts  of  their  worfliip,  and  neceflary  to  commu- 
nion with  them^  which  God  never  required  them 
to  fay  or  do  in  public.  No  divine  command  can 
be  pretended  for  the  fubmiffion  of  the  whole 
church  to  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  for  the  worfliip  of 
angels,  the  virgin  Mary,  and  other  faints  ;  for  the 
worfliip  of  images  and  of  the  hofl:  ;  for  prayers 
in  an  unknown  tongue  ;  for  making  images  and 
pidlures  of  the  invifible  God  ;  for  the  celibacy  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  ten  thoufand  other  things  which 
are  made  as  neceflary  to  communion  in  the 
cliurch  af  Rome,  as  love  to  God  or  faith  in 
^lirifli.  Thefe  human  inftitutions  in  the  worfliip 
of  God,  which  are  made  terms  of  communion  in 
that  church,  are  the  only  caufe  of  the  divifion  be- 
tween her  and  the  Proteftants.  Let  her  only 
.ifefdrrti  her  v,^orfliip  to  the  divine  rule  of  the 
V  "Scriptures,  and  we  fliall  be  one  with  her  in  a  mo- 
■ment.  As  long  as  flie  continues  to  teach  for  doc- 
trines the  commandments  of  men,  fo  long  flie  is 
heretical^  and  the  author  of  that  fe6l  which  is  de- 
nominated Popi/h.  And  moft  juftly  is  it  called  a 
Jjcrefy  ox  feEi^  becaufe  its  centre  of  union  is  the 
greateft  heretic  or  feftary  in  the  world,  viz.  the 
bifliop  of  Rome,  who  impioufly  fets  up  himfelf 
as  the  head  of  a  faftion,  in  oppofition  to  the  plain^ 
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divine  rules  of  faith  and  worfliip  laid  down  bjr 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel  *. — ., — 

'  The  foundation,'  adds  he,  '  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  herefies  or  fefts  in  the  church,  has  been  the 
uniting  feveral  congregations  under  one  common 
government.  Originally,  every  congregation  was 
independent  of  all  others,  and  was  fubje£t  to  no  fo- 
reign authority.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  in 
the  New  Teftament  the  word  church  never  figni- 
fies  a  diocefan  or  national  church,  but  only  the 
catholic  church,  or  one  fingle  congregation.  This 
is  too  plain  to  be  difputed.  This  independency 
of  congregations  ought  to  have  been  maintained 
in  all  ages  ;  and  it  is  impoilible  they  fhould  have 
a  right,  fince  it  is  in  itfelf  an  immorality  to  give 
it  up.  Every  congregation  has  a  natural  and  un- 
alienable right  to  worfhip  God  in  that  manner  as 
they  really  believe,  after  an  impartial  examina- 
tion, to  be  of  divine  inflitution,  and  acceptable  to 
God.  But  they  cannot  exercife  this  right,  if  any 
foreigner  (i.  e.  one  not  belonging  to  their  aflem- 
bly)  has  authority  to  prefcribe  a  form  of  worfhip 
for  them.  For  in  this  cafe  it  may  eaiily  happen^ 
that  foreign  authority  may  forbid  them  to  w^or- 
fhip  God  in  the  way  they  think  right,  and  oblige 

*  Mr  Hallet's  obfervations  arc  mofl  jaftly  applicable  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  but  they  are  alfo  applicable  to  all  other  great 
bodies,  called  churches,  which  pretend  to  legiflate  for  themfelvcs, 
and  by  thus  practically  declaring  the  imperfection  of  the  laws 
of  Chrift,  occafion  fchifms  and  herefies.  Of  this  he  feems  aware 
by  what  follows. 
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them  to  follow  a  rule  which  they  believe  to 
difpleafing  to  God  *.' 

It  is  faid  that  we  hav^e  no  commandment  ta 
leave  a  church,  and  that  various  corruptions,  fuch 
as  we  have  mentioned,  do  not  warrant  us  to  con- 
fider  the  body  which  pra61:ife5  them  not  to  be  a 
church.  To  prove  this,  the  epiftles  in  the  Re- 
velation to  the  churches  of  Alia  are  quoted  ;  and 
it  is  obferved,  that  the  Lord  did  not  command 
any  of  the  members  to  feparate  from  thefe.  But 
thefe  churches  were  very  different,  as  we  have 
already  feen,  from  many  fo  called  in  our  days. 
It  by  no  means  appears  that  there  was  a  mix- 
ed communion  in  any  of  thefe  churches,  al- 
though fome  of  them  tolerated  improper  mem- 
bers, Rev.  ii.  14,  15.  They  were  commanded 
to  put  thefe  out,  in  other  words,  to  feparate  from 
them.  And  furely  the  condud  of  true  believers, 
in  thefe  churches,  would  at  leaft  have  been  equally 
finful  if  the  corrupt  members  had  been  the  ma« 
jority,  and  they  had  continued  in  communion, 
with  them* 

Let  no  Chriftian  fay,  I  am  diflatisfied  with  my 
prefent  conne6lion^  but  where  iball  I  join  myfelf  ? 
I  fee  evils  among  all  parties  ;  and  fo  you  would 
have  feen  in  the  apoftolic  churches,  but  if  ycu  had . 
not  joined  them  on  this  account,  you  would  have 
rejedled  the  authority  of  Chrift.  A  church  of  Chrifl 
is  fo  fimple  an  inftitution,  that  Chriflians,  however 

*  Notes  on  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture,  by  JofephHallet,y2«i. 
c.  viii.  p.  391, — 395.   Vol.  III.   London  1735. 
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few,  can  be  at  no  lofs  to  obferve  the  inftitution. 
We  formerly  noticed  the  need  of  forbearance. 
Without  this  a  church  cannot  fubfift.  There  will 
be  endlefs  divifions,  and  confequently  ftumbling- 
blocks  in  the  way  of  the  world.  But  where  can 
we  find  a  Warrant  for  continuing  in  a  fociety,  the 
laws  of  which  are  eflentially  different  from  thofe  of 
the  churches  planted  by  the  apoftles,  and  which 
hardly  refemble  them  in  any  thing  but  the  name? 
The  members  of  thefe  focieties  totally  negle^l 
the  precepts  of  Chrift  in  regard  to  church- fellow- 
ftiip.  What  he  meant  by  a  church  was  one 
thing,  and  what  they  mean  by  it  is  another. 
Have  they  a  warrant  to  negledl  or  difobey  his 
precepts?  If  not,  believers  ought  to  quit  fuch 
connexions. 

There  may  be  caufes  which  will  juftify  our  Re- 
paration from  a  church  whofe  outward  forms 
are  agreeable  to  Scripture  :  if  they  depart  from 
the  do6lrines  of  the  gofpel ;  if  they  do  not  at- 
tend to  the  fpirit,  as  well  as  to  the  letter  of  the 
laws  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  if  they  will  not  fuffer 
exhortation  on  the  fubjeft,  nor  fubmit  to  the  word 
of  God,  we  fhall  not  be  profited  in  the  connexion. 
But  we  ought  to  beware  left  we  take  fuch  a  ftep 
lightly,  and  from  improper  motives.  Here  I 
muft  advert  to  the  condudl  of  fome  who  cannot, 
indeed,  join  worldly  focieties,  but  feem  indifferent 
about  Chriftian  communion.  *  From  the  forma* 
tion  of  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  there  is  not  a 
fingle  inftance  in  Scripture  of  a  real  Chriftian, 
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who  did  not,  wherever  he  came,  ejfay  to  join 
himjelf  to  the  difciples*,^  Surely  there  is  fome- 
thing  amifs  in  an  oppofite  line  of  conduct.  Let 
Chriftians  ferioufly  confider  the  importance  of  not 
forfaking  theaffemblingof  themfelves  together,  and 
let  them  remember, that  attending  as  hearers  mere- 
ly on  the  Lord's  day,  is  not  obferving  the  fpirit  of 
this  precept,  nor  even  the  full  extent  of  it  literally. 

Thofe  too  are  not  lefs  inconfiftent,  who  are  always 
talking  about  New  Teflament  churches,  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  theory  of  their  order,  and  yet 
remain  in  unfcriptural  connections.  They  have 
at  befl  but  a  fpeculative  acquaintance  with  the 
fubjedl  ;  their  confciences  are  not  imprefled. 

An  end  will  never  be  put  to  fchifm  and  herefy 
among  Chriftians,  until  they  all  render  univerfal 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  ading 
on  the  principles  of  the  reformers,  (who  are 
branded  as  heretics  and  fchifmatics  by  the  church 
of  Rome)  rejeft  the  authority  of  thofe  who  in  any 
refpecl  have  violated  the  conftitution  of  his  churches, 
or  have  rendered  obedience  to  any  of  his  pre- 
cepts impradicable  amongft  their  difciples.  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  that  promifed  unity  amongft 
the  difciples  of  Jefus  be  manifefted,  which  fhall 
convince  the  world  of  the  excellence  of  Chriftian» 
ity.  Then  fhall  the  world  believe  that  the  Fa- 
ther hath  fent  his  beloved  Son  into  the  world, 
when  his  difciples  are  all  mfihly  one,  John  xviL 
i?0,  21.  ! 

*  Miff.  Mag.  for  Feb.  1804.  p.  di. 
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CHAPTER     XIII. 

EXCELLENCE  OF  THE  PLAN  LAID  DOWN  IN  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT  FOR  THE  SOCIAL  WORSHIP 
OF  CHRISTIANS,  AND  THE  ADVANTAGES  ARI- 
SING FROM  OBSERVING  IT. 

JlLvery  commandment  of  God,  like 
every  one  of  his  works,  bears  the  marks  of  his 
infinite  wifdom,  and  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
end  he  has  in  view.  We  may  therefore  be  aflii- 
red,  that  the  obfervance  of  all  the  ordinances  ap- 
pointed for  his  people  in  their  aflbciated  ftate, 
mull  be  attended  with  great  advantages. 

A  very  ftriking  feature  in  the  fyftem  we  have  at- 
tempted to  delineate,  is  its  fimplicity.  This  is  cha- 
raderiftic  of  all  the  works  of  God,  and  is  a  proof 
of  his  excellent  wifdom  :  *  Nature,'  fays  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  'no  where  employs  many  agents  in  things 
which  can  be  effe£led  by  few*.'  In  the  conftitution 
and  difcipline  of  a  church  of  Chrift,  there  is  no  con- 
fufion  of  civil  and  religious  privileges.  There 
cannot  be  an  approach  towards  perfecution,  ex- 
cept there  be  a  complete  departure  from  the  laws 
of  Chrift.  The  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  in  a 
great  meafure  independent  of  outward,  circum- 
ftances.  If  there  be  Chrift ians  in  the  fame  neigh- 
bourhood, whether  they  be  poor  or  rich,  learned 
*  '  Natura  nufquarn  per  plures  quod  per  pauciores  fieri  pofGt.' 
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or  illiterate,  they  may  enjoy  the  privileges  con- 
nected with  a  church  of  Chrift  *.  Such  a  church 
may  equally  exift  under  any  form  of  civil  go- 
vernment. It  in  no  fhape  interferes  with  any 
one,  nor  can,  fo  far  as  it  afts  upon  proper  prin- 
ciples, be  juftly  regarded  as  an  objeft  of  jealoufy 
to  the  ftatef.  It  receives  indeed  nc  laws  from  man 
in  the  things  of  God,  but  the  fubjedion  of  the  mem- 
bers, in  all  civil  matters,  to  the  powers  which  be, 
is  confirmed  in  the  ftrongefl  manner.  This  fub- 
jedion  is  completely  independent  of  the  religion 
profeffed  by  the  magiftrate.  He  is  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to,  not  becaufe  he  is  a  Chriftian  or  a  hea- 
then, an  epifcopalian  or  an  independent,  but  be- 
caufe in  the  courfe  of  providence  he  is  fet  over  us 
in  the  things  of  this  life.  Any  deviation  in  a 
member  of  a  church,  from  this  obedience  or  ho- 
nour due  to  the  magiftrate,  in  word  or  deed,  is  a 

*  It  is  evident  that  no  other  kind  of  churches  than  what  are 
called  independent^  can  pcffibly  be  formed  in  many  lituations. 
Such  an  one  is  pracflicable  in  all  circumftances  where  there  are 
any  believers.  This  affords  no  flight  argument  in  favour  of  this 
mode  of  church-order. 

f  Churches  independent  of  each  other,  and  acknowledging  no 
head  upon  earth,  are  certainly  far  lefs  formidable  to  civil  Govern- 
ment than  a  great  body  comprehending  thoufands,  it  may  be,  in 
all  diffeient  parts  of  the  country,  fubjecl  to  an  individual,  or  to  a 
reprefentative  body.  The  former,  were  they  hoftile  to  Govern- 
ment, muft  alter  their  conftitution  before  they  could  attempt  any 
thing  againft  the  ftate.  Had  they  been  intended  by  Jefus  Chrift 
for  fupporting  religion  by  force,  he  would  have  jjiten  them  a  dif- 
ferent conftitution  ;  but  the  weapons  by  which  his  kingdom  is 
promoted  and  defended,  are  not  carnal. 
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breach  of  the  law  of  Chrift,  and  confequently  Will 
become  a  fubje6t  of  difcipline,  and,  if  not  repent- 
ed Off,  mull  infallibly  iffue  in  his  exclufion  from 
the  church. 

We  may  obferve  alfo  how  exactly  this  fyftem 
correfponds  with  the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion.  The  members  of  a  church,  we  have 
feen,  are  governed  by  love.  They  are  treated  as 
children,  not  as  Haves.  Their  obedience,  is  thus 
a  reafonable  and  voluntary  fervice  ;  every  one 
mufl  perceive  that  fuch  obedience  will  be  pecu- 
liarly acceptable  to  God.  It  is  the  neceflary  ef- 
fect of  the  love  of  God  being  fhed  abroad  in 
their  hearts. 

How  well  does  it  fuit  alfo  that  union  which  ought 
to  fubfift  among  brethren  !  The  gofpel  is  preached 
for  the  purpofe  of  reconciling  finners  to  God,  and 
confequently  of  uniting  them  to  one  another.  A 
great  change  takes  place  in  all  who  believe.  They 
become  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  who  dwells 
in  them,  and  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  ano- 
ther. Still  much  corruption  remains,  and  the  ma- 
lice and  envy  natural  to  them  are  apt  to  make  their 
appearance.  To  unite  them  more  clofely  in  love, 
they  are  commanded  to  aflbciate  together.  Soci- 
ety civilizes  and  improves  the  chara£lers  of  men. 
Chriftians,  as  well  as  other  men,  are  neceflary  to 
each  other.  Chriflian  fociety  promotes  a  mutual 
exchange  of  good  oflices,  and  renders  this  prac- 
ticable. They  receive  much  fatisfaftion  and  fup- 
port  from  fellowihip  with  each  other,  and  this 
LI 
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tends  to  increafe  their  mutual  affeftion.  Their 
aflbciation,  however,  is  attended  with  no  pecu- 
riar  civil  privileges,  and  therefore  is  likely  to 
be  difregarded  by  men  who  mind  earthly  things. 
This  ferves  to  promote  that  reparation  from  the 
world,  fo  much  infifted  upon  in  Scripture,  and 
evidently  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  harmony 
and  welfare  of  a  church.  Indeed  it  is  one  diftin- 
guifhed  excellence  of  a  fcriptural  church,  that  it 
cannot  be  united  with  the  world.  This  cuts  off 
^  great  and  never- failing  fource  of  corruption. 

The  difpofitions  and  charafters  of  men  are  alfo 
much  influenced  by  habit.  Connexion  w^ith  a 
church  renders  attention  necefTary  to  various 
commandments  given  by  Chrift,  and  our  be- 
ing accuftomed  to  obey,  and  experiencing  the 
advantage  of  this,  leads  us  to  do  fo  with  greater 
cheerfulnefs. 

It  alfo  cheriflies  a  fpirit  of  dependence  on  Chrifl^. 
We  formerly  obferved,  that  he  has  promifed  a  pe- 
culiar fuperintendance  and  interpofition  in  behalf 
-of  his  churches,  and  that  they  never  were  intend- 
ed to  go  on  without  it.  Chriftians  will  have  con- 
flant  experience  of  this  in  a  church.  This  pro- 
motes a  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  tends  to  keep  alive 
deep  imprellions  of  divine  things  upon  our  minds. 
It  muft  be  evident  alfo  how  much  the  difcipline 
which  Chrifl  has  inllituted  is  calculated  to  form 
the  Chriftian  charader,  and  to  make  it  appear 
in  a  proper  light  to  the  world.  We  are  all  natu- 
rally proud.    E-ven  when  fenlible  that  we  are  in  the 
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wrong,  we  do  not  like  this  to  be  noticed  by  others, 
far  lefs  that  they  fhould  point  out  the  impropriety 
of  our  conduct.  But  Chriftians  are  to  learn  of 
Chrift,  who  was  meek  and  lowly.  They  arc  to 
be  fubjeft  one  to  another,  and  to  be  clothed 
with  humility.  They  are  not  to  a£l  as  if  they 
were  little  interefted  in  their  mutual  welfare  j 
they  are  to  admonifli  each  other  as  brethren, 
members  of  the  fame  family.  We  are  all  apt  to 
overlook  a  beam  in  our  own  eye,  while  we  fee  a 
mote  in  our  brother's.  The  Lord  exprefsly 
condemns  this,  but  has  commanded  us  to  watch 
over  each  other  in  love,  not  to  fuiFer  fin  upon  our 
brother,  but  in  any  wife  to  rebuke  him.  This 
at  once  promotes  circumfpe6lion,  and  leads  us  to 
confefs  our  faults  one  to  another. 

We  have  defcribed  the  various  fteps  to  be 
taken  with  an  offending  brother.  Thefe,  like 
every  other  part  of  the  inftitutions  of  Chrift,  are 
none  of  them  arbitrary.  What  doth  the  pureft 
love  diftate  towards  a  child  or  a  brother  who  by 
imprudent  or  guilty  condud  is  injuring  himfelf  ? 
Doth  it  not  impel  us  to  reafon  with  him  on  the 
imprudence  of  his  condud  ?  Doth  it  not  perfuade 
him  to  a6t  otherwife  ?  If  our  remonftrances  fail  of 
fuccefs,  doth  not  afFeftion  lead  us  to  employ  the 
influence  of  thofe  friends  whofe  opinion  he  values  ? 
If  this  prove  inefFedtual,  and  there  is  danger  of 
his  mifleading  other  members  of  the  family,  do 
we  not  naturally  fpeak  to  him  before  the  whole, 
and  endeavour  to  reclaim  him-,  or  at  leaft  to  warn 
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the  reft  iigainft  his  example  ?  What  is  this  but 
juft  the  law  of  Chrift  I — a  law  evidently  founded 
on  the  moft  confummate  knowledge  of  the  hu- 
man heart,  and  approved  by  the  common  fenfe 
and  conduct  of  mankind  *  ?  While  this  order 
is  thus  fo  admirably  calculated  to  form  the 
charafter  of  real  Ghriftians,  it  will  difguft  hy- 
pocrites and  carnal  profeflbrs,  and  drive  them 
out  of  a  fociety  where  they  cannot  live  quiet- 
ly in  their  ungodly  practices.  To  fuch,  the 
care  exercifed  by  the  members  one  over  another^ 
will  appear  officious  and  impertinent,  and  they 
will  feek  for  fome  fituation  in  which  their  profef- 
iion  may  be  maintained  with  lefs  trouble.  This 
is  in  itfelf  moft  important ;  for  ordinances  and 
churches  were  never  intended  for  any  but  the 
real  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

It  alfo  tends  to  lay  low  thofe  high  thoughts 
which  we  are  apt  to  carry  even  into  religion. 
Chriftianity  does  not  level  the  diftindtions  which 
take  place  in  civil  fociety.  If  it  find  a  man  a 
king  or  a  nobleman,  it  does  not  degrade  him  from 
his  rank  in  fociety  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  teaches 

*  The  following  circumftance  lately  took  place  in  a  Chrif^ian 
church:  On  the  adraiffion  of  fome  members,  the  paftor  addreffed 
them  refpe<ftin^  the  duties  incumbent  on  them.  He  particularly 
hififted  on  our  Lord's  rule  concerning^  offences.  Matt,  xviii.  A 
perfon  prefent,  fo  ignorant  that  he  did  not  know  who  had  given 
the  precept,  but  fuppofing  that  it  originated  with  the  paftor,  ex- 
preffed  to  a  friend  whom  he  had  accompanied,  his  approbation  of 
the  meafure,  and  how  much  credit  he  thought  the  paftor  defer- 
ved  for  laying  down  fuci  a  regulation. 
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::lievers,   that  in  Chriftianity  '*  there  is  neither 
Greek  nor  jtw,   circumcifion  nor  uncircumcifion, 
barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free,   but  Chrift  is 
all  and  in  all,"   Col.  iii.  11.     Believers  have  one 
Mait^r,    even   Chrift,   and   they  are  all  brethren. 
In  a  cliurch  of  Chrift  there  muft  be  no  refpe£t  of 
perfons,  James  ii.  9.   founded  on  rank,  fortune,  or 
abilities  ;  let  the  brother  of  low  degree  rejoice  in 
that  he  is  exalted,  but  the  rich  in  that  he  is  made 
low,  James  i.  9,  10.     The  members  are  to  be  ef- 
teemed   according   to   the   grace   conferred  upon 
them,  without  any  regard  to  their  outward   cir- 
cumftances.     They  are  entitled   to   refped  from 
one  another  in  the  world  according  to  their  fta- 
tion  in  civil  fociety,  but  all  diftinftions  are  fwal- 
lowed  up  when  they  meet  as  brethren  to  obferve 
the   ordinances   of    Chrift.     A   contrary  fyftem, 
however   agreeable   to   our   pride,   is   hurtful  ta 
our  fouls,  and  gives  a  very  falfe  view  of  the  na- 
ture of  the^ing  'om  of  Chrift^ 

Another  excellence  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  tends 
greatly  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  error. 
When  all  appeals  are  direftly  to  the  word  of  God, 
when  the  queftion  is  not  what  we  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do,  but  what  is  recorded  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  apoftles,  we  are  neceflarily  led  to  clofe 
and  habitual  examination  of  the  Scripture,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  occurring  of  any  new  or  difficult  cafe. 
This  promotes  growth  in  knowledge,  and  confe- 
quent  improvement,  whereas,  when  we  have  de- 
vifed  a  fyftem  of  laws  by  which  churches  are  ta 
LI  3 
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be  governed,  abiifes  neceffarily  arifing  from  t1 
imperfc6lioii  of  human  laws,  as  well  as  from  the 
execution  of  them,  will  creep  in,  and  that  ten- 
dency to  degenerate  which  we  fee  in  all  human 
fyftems,  will  materially  affe6i  us.  When  this 
takes  place,  inftead  of  good  men  ftudying  to  pro- 
mote improvement,  and  to  come  continually  clofer 
to  the  word  df  God,  the  corruption  of  the  mafsp* 
will  neceffarily  lead  them  only  to  guard  their  flan- 
dards  from  innovation,  and  thus  all  progrefs  is 
at  an  end. 

The  longer  a  fyftem  has  been  eftabliflied,  and 
tlie  more  it  deviates  from  truth,  the  greater  is  the 
difficulty  of  reformation  ;  whereas,  in  a  church 
guided  entirely  by  the  word  of  God,  although 
on  particular  occafions  it  may  miflake  the  rule, 
and-  miay  a6t  improperly,  yet  fuch  deviations,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  proceed  far  without. being 
'djfcovered.  When  they  are  difcovered,  fo  far 
from  any  obftacle  being  presented  to  a  change  of 
fyllem,  every  motive  which  can  be  conceived  ari- 
fing from  the  authority  of  Chrift,  confifteney  with^ 
their  profeflion,  and  defire  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  church,  will  necell'arily  lead  to  it. 

We  mull  not  omit  to  obferve  the  influence 
which  attention  to  fcriptural  order  in  a  church 
•will  have  on  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel.  This  has' 
been  doubted,  and  has  even  been  alleged  as  an  ob- 
jf  6liori  againll  the  independency  of  churches.  But 
wc  have  feen  that  churches,  although  indepen- 
dent of  each  other^  mult,  and  will,  fo  far  as  they 
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follow  the  word  of  God,  co-operate.  Each  church 
will  be  a  flar  in  the  right  hand  of  Chrift,  from 
which  the.  light  of  the  gofpel  will  iffue  forth. 
The  gifts  of  all  the  memhers  are,  in  fuch  focieties, 
habitually  called  into  exercife,  and  the  more  reli- 
gion profpers  among  them,  the  more  zealous  will 
they  be  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of  Ghrift  around 
them. 

Such  of  the  elders  as  are  not  engaged  in  worldly 
bufinefs,  and  who  are  qualified  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  carelefs,  will  occafionally  vilit  the 
neighbourhood,  and  declare  to  iinners  the  great 
things  of  eternity.  Where  a  few  in  a  town  or 
village  are  brought  to  know  the  truth,  the  foun- 
dation of  a  new  church  is  laid,  which  will  receive 
afliftance  from  their  lifter  church,  until  they  are 
enabled,  by  an  increafe  of  knowledge  and  gifts 
among  themfelves,  to  fpread  the  favour  of  the 
Redeemer's  name. 

It  may  be  faid,  what  becomes  of  diftant  parts 
where  the  people  are  poor,  and  unable  to  fupport 
a  pailor?  We  have  already  obferved,  that  al- 
though it  is  greatly  to  be  defired  that  One  or  more 
pallors  in  a  church  fhould  give  himfelf  wholly  to 
the  work,  and  confequently  be  fupported,  unlefs 
able  to  fupport  himfelf,  yet  this  is  by  no  means 
indifpenfably  neceflkiy.  Even  where  this  was 
liot  the  cafe,  how  much  would  the  conduct  of  a 
church  meeting  together  to  obferve  the  ordinances 
of  the  Lord,  and  individually  maintaining  a  be- 
coming converfation  in  their  families,  tend,  merely 
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of  itfelf,  to  attraft  the  attention  of  the  a 
The  pallors  of  fiich  a  church  labouring  with  their 
own  hands  would  not  prevent  this.  Much  cood 
might  be  dono  by  their  affembling,  even  previous 
to  their  obtaining  pallors.  In  proportion  to  the 
poverty  of  the  neighbourhood,  they  would  be  lefs 
difgufted  with  homely  and  familiar  methods  of 
conveying  divine  inllruftion.  When  hearing 
their  neighbours,  with  whom  perhaps  they  for- 
merly alTociated  in  wickednefs,  fpeaking  of  what 
God  had  done  for  their  fouls,  is  there  not  ground 
to  hope,  through  the  blelTmg  of  God,  that  they 
might  be  judged  and  convinced  ?  1  Cor.  xiv.  24^ 
25.  In  the  late  remarkable  work  in  Breadal- 
bane,  this  was  literally  the  cafe.  Many  more 
have  been  awakened  by  the  prayers  and  exhort- 
ations of  a  few  whofe  hearts  God  had  touched, 
than  by  the  preaching  of  the  perfon  employed  to 
labour  among  them  *. 

If  men  are  willing  to  endure  hardnefs  as  good 
foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  if  they  are  contented  to 
labour  in  the  gofpel  while  fupplied  with  the 
means  of  living  and  the  comforts  of  life,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  formerly  when  engaged  in  bufi- 
nefs,  fome  may,  and  would  in  moll  cafes  be  able 
to  give  themfelves  wholly  to  the  work.  It  was 
never  the  intention  of  Jefus,  that  when  a  man  be- 
came a  pallor  of  a  Chrillian  church,  he  ibould  rife 
to  a  foperior  rank  in  fociety,  and  require  indul- 

*  See  a  letter,  containing  an  account  of  this  work  of  Go<!,  in 
the  Miffionary  Magazine  for  1805,  page  268. 
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gences  to  which  he  had  been  hitherto  a  ftranger. 
An  outcry  may  be  raifed  about  unlearned  men 
being  employed  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry» 
The  advantages  of  learning  no  one  can  difpute  ; 
but  to  make  human  learning  an  effential  requifite 
for  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  is  adding  to  God's 
word,  and  virtually  charging  him  with  an  omiffiort 
which  our  wifdom  has  fupplied.  Indeed,  were  it 
not  that  the  generality  of  Chrillians have  connect- 
ed themfelves  with  worldly  focieties — were  all 
believers  in  the  world  joined,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
with  fcriptural  churches,  there  would  be  no  want 
of  men  with  a  competent  meafure  of  learning, 
who  might  hold  offices  in  the  churches.  He  who 
called  Mofes,  who  was  learned  in  all  the  wifdom 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  Saul  who  was  brought  up 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  will  always,  by  making 
his  gofpel  come  effedtually  to  the  hearts  of  fome 
of  better  education,  take  care  that  his  people  fliall 
not  be  deprived  of  any  advantages  which  they 
can  derive  from  learning.  But  at  prefent,  many 
fuch  are  comparatively  ufelefs,  by  remaining  in 
circumftances  where  their  gifts  are  unoccupied. 
But  let  us  appeal  to  fadls.  When  was  the  gof- 
pel moft  fuccefsful  ?  Was  it  not  in  the  beginning, 
during  the  three  firft  centuries  ?  a  period  when  it 
had  to  ftruggle  agalnft  almoft  every  difficulty — 
a  tyrannical  government,  a  felfifh  prieflhood,  the 
prejudices  of  the  people,  and  yet  it  triumphed 
over  all  oppofition.  See  it  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  ftate  !    Magnificent  edifices  were  eredted^ 
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lofty  titles  devifed,  liberal  provifion  made  for  k§] 
miniflers  ;  and  what  was  the  confequence  ?    Res 
religion  almoft  unknown,  and  a  wretched  fyftei 
of  fuperftition   in  its  Head ;   and  all  this  becaufc| 
men  had  forfaken  the  word  of  the  Lord,  "^h< 
thus  fhewed  that  their  wifdom  was  foolifhnefs. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  during  the  firft  ages  the 
churches  pofleffed  miraculous  gifts,  and  that  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  was  the  efFeft  of  them,  toge- 
ther with  the  remarkable  out  pouring  of  the  Spi- 
rit. How  long  miraculous  gifts  continued  we 
cannot  tell,  but  thefe  did  not  neceffarily  infure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel.  With  refpedl:  to  the  gracious 
influence  of  the  Spirit,-  we  have  no  expedation  of 
the  fpread  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  the  profperity  of  the 
churches,  independent  of  this.  But  why  is  the 
Spirit  withheld  ?  Muft  we  not  fuppofe  that  he  is 
grieved  by  his  ordinances  being  flighted,  and  the 
wifdom  of  man  depended  on  in  preference  to  the 
power  of  God.  When  his  people  will  not  hearken 
to  his  voice,  he  gives  them  up  to  their  own  folly, 
and  teaches  them  by  painful  experience  that  it  is 
an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  to  depart  from  God. 
Battering-rams  would  have  appeared  much  more 
proper  for  beating  down  the  walls  of  Jericho  than 
ram's-horns,  but  Ifrael  would  never  thus  have  got 
pofleflion  of  the  city. 

In  fliort,  whether  we  confider  the  importance 
of  impreffing  upon  believers  and  upon  the  world 
proper  views  of  the  nature  of  Chrift's  kingdom, 
and  of  preventing  men  under  pretence  of  religion 
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from  dillurbing  the  governments  under  which 
they  are  placed  ;  whether  we  take  into  view 
the  excellence  of  uniting  Chriftians  in  the  clofefl 
bands  of  love — of  feparating  the  precious  from 
the  vile — of  promoting  dependence  upon  Chrill, 
and  leading  men  to  abound  in  prayer  ;  whether 
we  think  of  the  duty  of  ufing  fit  means  to  con- 
firm the  Chriftian  charadler,  and  to  check  our  na- 
tural pride  fo  as  to  flrike  the  minds  of  the  world, 
and  lead  men  to  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  vifita- 
tion  ;  whether  we  eftimate  properly  the  import- 
ance of  dealing  in  the  moft  tender  and  affectionate 
manner  with  offenders,  of  preventing  the  accu- 
mulation of  error,  and  of  promoting  growth  in 
knowledge,  and  of  fpreading  the  gofpel  in  the 
world — we  fliall  find  it  of  the  utmoft  moment  mi- 
nutely to  attend  to  the  regulations  of  Chrifl  con- 
cerning fecial  religion.  Were  all  the  Chriflians 
upon  earth  thus  united  as  one  body  under  their 
great  Captain,  were  they  ufing  their  united  influ- 
ence to  fpread  the  gofpel  at  home  and  abroad, 
"\\'hat  glorious  things  might  we  not  exped  to  fee  ? 
Thefe  days  are  approaching.  The  increafing  re- 
gard paid  to  the  word  of  God  is  their  aufpicious 
harbinger,  and  fhortly,  we  hope,  the  fong  fhall  be 
raifed,  "  Sing  O  heavens,  and  be  joyful  O  earth, 
and  break  forth  into  finging  O  mountains ;  for  the 
Lord  has  comforted  his  people,  and  will  have 
mercy  on  his  afHided  !" 


[    408    ] 


CHAPTER     XIV. 

HINTS  CONCERNING  THE  EVILS  ARISING  FROM 
NEGLECT  OF  THE  SEPARATION  FROM  THE 
WORLD,  ENJOINED  BY  JESUS  CHRIST  IN  SOCIAL 
WORSHIP. 


VJHRIST  gave  himfelf  for  his  own,  that 
he  might  redeem  them  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works.  To  efFed  this  redemption,  the  gof- 
pel  is  preached  to  every  creature.  To  fome  it  is 
the  favour  of  life,  to  others  the  favour  of  death. 
Some  are  thereby  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope 
of  eternal  life,  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduft 
is  changed,  Chrift  becomes  precious  to  their  fouls, 
and  their  great  aim  is  to  live  to  his  glory  ;  others 
receive  the  meffage  with  indifference  or  con- 
tempt. Blinded  by  their  lufts,  the  preaching  of 
the  crofs  is  foolifhnefs  to  them,  and  they  hate 
thofe  whofe  exemplary  lives  condemn  their  wick- 
ednefs. 

The  Lord,  who  well  knew  the  efFeds  which 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would  occafion, 
through  the  depravity  of  man,  affured  his  difci- 
ples  that  he  did  not  come  to  fend  peace  on  earth, 
but  a  fword  ;  that  his  religion  would  fet  a  man 
at  variance  with  his  nearefl  relations.  Hence 
it  is  faid,  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  lei 
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laim  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  fol- 
low me  ;"  and  the  apoflle  exhorts  us  to  go  forth 
to  him  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach. 

Inftead  of  counterafti ng  this  tendency  in  the 
gofpel  to  feparate  his  people  from  the  world 
which  lieth  in  wickednefs,  all  the  ordinances  of 
Chrift  for  his  people  are  intended  to  promote  it. 
*'  Come  out  from  among  them,"  faith  the  Lord, 
and  be  ye  feparate,  and  I  will  receive  you."  *'  Be 
not  unequally  yoked  with  unbelievers."  '*  What 
part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel  ?"  Sane- 
tification  primarily  fignifies  feparation.  We  fee 
from  the  word  of  God  how  much  this  mufl  have 
tended  to  fecure  Chriftians  from  temptation,  and 
to  call  the  attention  of  unbelievers  to  the  truths  of 
God. 

When  Chriflianlty  was  fubftltuted  for  hea- 
thenifm  as  the  religion  of  the  empire,  feparation 
was,  in  a  great  meafure,  counterafted.  All  who 
conformed  to  the  eftabliflied  religion  were  confider- 
ed  to  be  Chriftians,  and  if  they  died  in  commu- 
nion with  the  church,  they  were  fuppofed  to  go 
to  heaven  *.  This  fyftem  has  continued  to  this 
day  in  every  country  of  Europe. 

Thus  all  the  advantages  of  Chriftian  fellow  fliip 
were  at  once  given  up.     The  union  in  feled  fo- 

*  So  every  one  who  dies  in  the  communion  of  the  church  of 
England  is  committed  to  the  grave  as  a  dear  brother,  of  whofe 
happy  refurredlion  certain  hope  is  exprefled  Although  this  is 
not  the  form  in  Scotland,  yet  ihe  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  is  the 
fame.    All  are  Chriftians,  and  confequently  all  go  to  heaven. 

M  m 
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cieties  which  fo  much  tended  to  knit  Chriftians 
together  in  love,  and  to  provoke  them  to  good 
works,  was  at  an  end.  They  might  indeed  aflb- 
ciate  together  in  private,  but  in  the  church  they 
were  mixed  with  the  mal's  of  mankind.  What 
muft  the  confequences  have  been  ?  The  Holy 
Ghofl  declares  that  a  little  leaven  leavens  the 
whole  lump.  Here  the  whole  lump  was  leaven, 
and  a  very  few  only  of  its  parts  not  aflimilated  to 
the  whole  !  We  may  indeed  deceive  ourfelves. 
We  may  fay,  fliall  a  wicked  man,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fame  church,  hurt  me  ?  May  not  I  be 
very  fpiritual,  although  he  is  carnally  minded  ? 
This  may  feem  very  plaufible,  but  it  contra- 
didls  Him  who  has  faid,  '*  Be  not  deceived,  evil 
communications  comipt  good  manners  ;  awake  to 
righteoufnefs  and  fin  not,  for  fome  have  not  the 
knowledge  of  God.  I  fpeak  this  to  your 
fbame."  It  was  a  fhame  for  the  Chriftians  at 
Corinth  to  tolerate  any  among  them  who  knew 
not  God,  and  what  muft  it  be  to  Chriftians  in 
Great  Britain  to  be  connefted  with  a  fociety 
where  real  Chriftians  bear  no  proportion  in  num- 
ber to  ungodly  men  ? 

The  apoftle  gives  us  particular  direftions  how 
to  a6l  towards  fuch  a  fociety.  *'  This  know  alfo, 
that  in  the  laft  da',  s  perilous  times  ftiall  come.  For 
men  ftiall  be  lovers  of  their  own  felves,  covetous, 
boafters,  proud,  blafphemers,  difobedient  to  pa- 
rents, unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  affec- 
tion, truce- breakers,  falfe  accufers,  incontinent, 
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fierce,  defpifers  of  tbofe  that  are  good,  traitors, 
heady,  high-minded,  lovers  of  pleafures  more  than 
lovers  of  God,  having  a  form  of  godlinefs  but 
denying  the  power  thtrcoi ;  Jromfuch  turn  away^"* 
2  Tim.  iii.  1, — 5.  There  were  fome  perfons  of 
that  fpirit  in  thofe  days,  who,  under  the  name  o£ 
Chriftians  were  enemies  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
Phil.  iii.  18.  but  the  myftery  of  iniquity  was  not 
then  completely  revealed,  2  Theff.  ii.  8.  It  re- 
mained for  the  laft  days  to  form  churches,  the 
great  bulk  of  whofe  members  iliould  be  men  of 
fuch  characters  *,  while  the  number  of  believers 
was  comparatively  fmall. 

Where  Chriftians,  under  the  influence  of  the 
gofpel,  watch  over  and  admonifh  one  another, 
livelinefs  and  fpirituality  are  promoted  ;  but  in  a 
fociety  where  real  Chriftians  have  no  more  con- 
nedlion  with  each  other  than  with  the  ungodly, 
how  much  muft  fuch  duties  be  neglected,  and 
confequently  formality  prevail?  Chriftians  in  fuch 
connexions  are  rarely  exhorted  to  the  peculiar 
duties  which  members  of  a  church  of  Chrift  owe 
to  each  other,  and  of  which  the  epiftles  are  full, 
fuch  as  peculiar  afFedion,  mutual  exhortation, 
watching  over  and  admoniftiing  each  other.     At 

*  Thefe  churches  are  ruled  by  worldly  men,  the  great  bulk 
of  the  teachers  preach  another  gofpel,  while  a  few  godly  men 
make  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  oppofition  to  the  current.  Inftead 
of  ftemming  it,  they  themfelves  are  borne  down,  led  into  many 
fnares,  and  often  induced  to  adl  in  a  manner  unbecoming  their 
profefTion. 
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leafl  thefe  duties  are  never,  and  cannot  be  urged 
upon  them  towards  one  another,  as  church  mem- 
bers. 

The  union  between  the  church  and  the  world 
dire£lly  tends  alfo  to  promote  worldly-mindednefs. 
The  very  exiftence  of  a  church  of  Chrift,  fepara- 
ted  from  the  world,  counterafts  this  ;  whereas, 
the  other  foilers  and  cherifhes  it.  All  difcipline, 
except  for  grofs  crimes,  is  neceffarily  at  an  end  in 
fuch  an  eftablifliment.  The  removal  of  this 
check  tends  to  lower  the  llandard  of  Chriftianity, 
efpecially  when  confidered  in  connection  with  our 
being  taught  to  confider  all  thofe  to  be  Chriftians 
who  remain  members  of  the  church.  Not  only 
is  difcipline  neglefted,  but  prejudices  againft  it 
are  excited,  even  in  real  Chriftians.  This  is  not 
furprifing  ;  whatever  truth  we  do  not  confefs, 
whatever  religious  ordinance  we  do  not  pra£tife, 
we  naturally  difregard  more  and  more,  and  that 
in  proportion  to  the  meafure  of  light  we  once  had 
on  the  fubjedt. 

In  fuch  a  connedion,  Chriftians  have  great 
temptation  to  want  of  tendernefs  of  confcience. 
There  may  be  feme  pradices  wluch  they  diflike, 
but  every  thing  is  fixed  and  regulated  by  law. 
There  muft  be  no  deviation.  Hence  even  good 
men  often  ridicule  fcruples  of  confcience  on  thofe 
fubjeds,  and  fpeak  with  contempt  of  thofe  who 
entertain  them.  The  perfon  who  admits  them 
is  accounted  weak  and  foolifli,  and  other  Chri- 
ftians ufe  their  influence  to  perfuade  fuch  to  ad  iii 
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fjrppofitlon  to  thefe  fcruples.  How  different  this 
from  the  commandment  of  Cbrifl  !  He  enjoins  us 
to  avoid  whatever  we  cannot  pradife  in  faith,  and 
declares  a  thing  lawful  in  itfelf  to  be  fin  to  the 
man  who  is  not  fully  perfuaded  of  this  in  his 
own  mind,  Rom.  xiv.  It  is  a  common  fentiment^ 
even  among  good  men,  that  if  things  in  general 
be  right,  particulars  are  not  to  be  too  minutely 
canvafled.  Nothing  can  be  more  hardening  to 
the  confcience,  than  dealing  in  this  wholefale 
manner  in  religious  ordinances.  Each  particular 
obfervance  ought  to  be  attended  to  from  regard 
to  the  authority  of  Chrift. 

By  this  connexion,  a  great  check  is  impofed 
upon  growth  in  knowledge.  Every  eflablifhed 
church  has  its  confeffions  or  articles.  It  is  not 
enough  that  a  member  of  this  church  judges  a 
thing  to  be  fcriptural.  Unlefs  he  would  be  deem- 
ed a  heretic,  he  muil  make  it  coincide  with  the 
ilandards  of  the  church.  Where  this  cannot  be 
done,  a  man  has  great  temptation  to  remain  filenty 
or  to  bring  forward  his  opinion  in  fuch  a  way  as 
fhall  prevent  its  being  fully  underllood  *.  The 
union  between  church  and  ftate  alfo  greatly  tends 
to  alienate  the  minds  of  Chriftians  from  each 
other,   and  to  promote  party- fpirit.     Members, 

*  Confeffions  of  faith  of  human  compofition,  it  is  true,  pro- 
flaote  an  appearance  of  unity,  bnt  they  do  not  produce  the  reali- 
ty. They  tend  to  difcourage  the  people  from  fearching  the 
Scriptures,  by  inducing  a  belief  that  thefe  are  too  difficult  for  the 
nnlearned,  and  that  their  fummaries  coat^ia  whatever  is  yaj^jfcr 
ble  in  them. 

Mm  a 
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and  efpecially  the  clergy  of  the  eflabliflied  churcfiy 
are  apt  to  look,  lipon  fuch  as  have  feparated  from 
it  with  a  jealous  eye.  In  the  true  fpirit  of  mono- 
poly, they  confider  the  people  as  all  belonging  ta 
them,  and  account  every  one  who  leaves  them  a- 
deferter.  This  naturally  excites  a  fpirit  of  oppo- 
fition  in  others,  who  are  tempted  to  endeavour  to 
make  reprifals,  and  to  profelyte  perfons  to  their 
party  from  improper  motives. 

Diffenters  who  do  not  fee  the  evil  of  the  con- 
nexion between  the  church  and  ftate  are  led  ta 
look  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  loaves  and  fifhes 
of  which  they  are  deprived.  While  thofe  who  un- 
derftand  the  dodlrine  of  Scripture  on  this  head,  and 
cannot  but  decidedly  condemn  the  oppofite  prac- 
tice, are  regarded  as  cenforious  and  troublefome,. 
and  deflitute  of  meeknefs  and  forbearance.  But 
in  faft  nothing  tends  fo  much  to  promote  want  of 
forbearance,  as  the  connection  between  church 
and  flate,  for  it  confounds  and  mixes  religion  and 
the  world  together.  Tn  the  former,  it  is  always 
a  great  duty  to  exercife  forbearance.  In  the  lat- 
ter, it  is  often  impoffible,  becaufe  it  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  fociety.  When  the  two  are  mixed  to- 
gether, the  intolerance  which  may  be  very  necef- 
fary  in  civil  matters  is  infenfibly  transferred  to 
religion. 

That  there  are  Chriftians  in  fuch  focieties,  who 
are  fpiritually-minded,  whofe  converfation  is  in 
heaven,  and  who  aflbciate  much  with  real  Chri- 
ftians, I  moil  readily  admit  j  but'  flill  their  fitua. 
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tion  is  unfavourable,  and  if  they  adorn  the  doc- 
trine of  God  our  Saviour,  it  is  in  fpite  of  many- 
hindrances  conneded  with  their  fituation,  and  their 
negleft  of  many  important  ordinances,  the  obfer- 
vance  of  which  fliould  at  once  be  confidered  as  a 
teft  of  our  regard  to  his  authority,  and  as  the  ap- 
pointed means  of  our  growth  in  grace.  We 
know  who  has  faid,  "  Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," and  indeed  we  fee  the  unhappy  effeds  of 
negle6ling  this  caution  in  the  conduft  of  many 
connefted  with  fuch  eflablifhments,  of  whom  we 
have  ground  to  entertain  a  favourable  opinion. 

Minifters,  who  ought  to  be  examples  to  the 
flock,  are  peculiarly  expofed  to  temptation  from 
the  mixture  of  the  church  with  the  world.  They 
often  acquire  in  fuch  connexions,  by  their  office^ 
a  certain  rank  in  fociety  which  raifes  them  above 
thofe  with  whom  they  were  formerly  on  a  level. 
This  is  not  only  unfcriptural,  but  tends  to  prevent^ 
in  a  great  meafure,  that  intercourfe  with  their  peo- 
ple which  is  calculated  to  be  fo  ufeful.  It  lays 
them  alfo  under  great  temptations  to  court  the  fa« 
vour  of  the  higher  clafTes  of  fociety,  and  to  fhew 
that  refpe^l:  of  perfons  w  the  churchy  which  is  fo 
feverely  condemned  in  Scripture.  Our  natural 
pride  leads  us  to  afFe6t  the  fociety  of  thofe  who 
are  moft  honourable  in  the  world,  and  we  have  no 
need  of  any  incentives  to  this.  But  candidates  for 
offices  in  an  eftablifhed  church  are,  in  fome  mea- 
fure, obliged  to  iludy  to  recommend  themfelves  to- 
their  fuperiors.     They  know  too  well  that  'faith* 
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fulnefs  and  feparation  fror 
not  the  bed  recommendations,  and  they  are  thu& 
induced  to  adopt  other  meafures.  A  more  un- 
favourable fituation  for  being  prepared  to  a£t  as 
faithful  miniflers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  cannot  be  con- 
<ieived. 

Miniflers  ar^^  alfo  too  much  led  by  their  fitua- 
tion to  intermeddle  with  politics  *.  They  in  fa6t 
hold  offices  under  government,  and  muft  fulfil  the 
duties  expected  of  them.  No  one  fuppofes  that 
any  government  will  fupport  a  religious  eftablifh- 
ment  except  for  political  purpofes.  The  minifter^ 
are  paid  with  the  public  money,  and  mull  be  ex- 
pected to  do  fomething  in  return.  '  Who  does 
not  fee,'  fays  Mr  Locke,  '  that  thefe  good  men 
are  indeed  more  miniflers  of  the  government  than- 
miniflers  of  the  gofpel  f .'  They  are  apt  to  be 
made  tools  of,  and  their  zeal  for  religion  to  be  di- 
verted into  improper  channels.    This  is  exempli- 

*  When  Archbifliop  Leighton  was  connecfled  with  a  prefby- 
tery,  an  order  had  been  given  that  the  minillers  fliould  attend' 
particularly  to  preaching  to  the  times.  Leighton  contented  him- 
felf  with  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  was  called  to  account  for  dif- 
obedience.  He  enquired  if  he  was  the  only  offender  ?  Being  in- 
formed he  was,  he  faid,  if  fo  many  had  been  preaching  to  the 
times,  furely  one  brother  might  remind  the  people  of  eternity. 

+  Letter  on  Toleration,  p.  197.  Glafgow  edition,  1757. — The 
late  Dr  Robertfon,  on  its  being  urged  that  the  people  had  a  di- 
vine right  to  chufe  their  own  minifters,  admitted  this  in  its  fuIW 
eft  extent,  but  obferved  in  the  General  Aflerably,  that  the  mini- 
flers of  the  eftabliflicd  church  were  not  the  people's  minifters; 
they  were  appointed  and  paid  by  Government,  and  confeguentiy 
tbe  people  had  no  right  to  chufe  them. 
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fied  in  the  defcription  Mr  Samuel  Rutherford 
gives  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  during  what  are 
reckoned  its  purefl  times.  *  When  our  land  and 
church  were  thus  contending  for  that  begun  re- 
formation, thefe  in  authority  did  ftill  oppofe  the 
work  f  and  there  was  not  then  wanting  men  from 
among  ourfelves,  men  of  prelatical  fpirits,  who, 
with  fome  other  time-ferving  courtiers,  did  not  a 
little  undermine  the  building;  and  we,  doating 
too  much  upon  found  parliaments  and  lawful  ge- 
neral aflemblies,  fell  from  our  firft  love  to  felf- 
feeking,  fecret  banding,  and  little  fearing  the  oath 
of  God. 

*  Afterwards  our  work  in  public  was  too  much 
in  fequeftration  of  eftates,  fining  and  imprifoning, 
more  than  in  a  compaffionate  mournfulnefs  of 
fpirit  towards  thofe  whom  we  faw  to  oppofe  the 
work.  In  our  aflemblies  we  were  more  to  fet  up 
a  flate  oppofite  to  a  Hate  ;  more  upon  forms,  ci- 
tations, leading  of  witnefies,  fufpenfion  from  be- 
nefices, than  fpiritually  to  perfuade  and  work 
upon  the  confcience  by  the  meeknefs  and  gentle- 
nefs  of  Chrifl.  The  glory  and  royalty  of  our 
princely  Redeemer  and  King  was  trampled  on,  as 
any  might  have  feen  in  our  aflemblies.  What 
way  the  army,  and  the  fword,  and  the  counte- 
nance of  the  nobles  feemed  to  fway,  that  way 
were  the  cenfures  carried.  It  had  been  better  had 
there  been  more  days  of  humiliation  and  falling 
in  aflemblies,  fynods,  prefl)yteries,  congregations, 
families ;  and  far  lefs  adjourning  commifllons,  new 
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peremptory  fummonfes,  and  new  drawn  up 
cefTes  ;  and  if  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  of 
Matter  had  got  fo  much  place  in  our  hearts,  that 
we  might  have  waited  on  gainfayers  and  parties 
contrary  minded,  and  we  might  have  driven  gently 
as  our  Mailer,  Chrift,  who  loves  not  to  over- drive, 
but  carries  the  lambs  in  his  bofom  *.' 

Miniflers  in  the  circumftances  we  fpeak  of,  are 
under  the  greateft  temptations  to  violate  the  dic- 
tates of  their  confciences,  and  the  excufes  which 
they  form   for  fubfcription  to  what  they  do  not 
bona  fide  believe,  are   calculated  to  produce  the 
moft  dreadful  confequences.    There  are  good  men 
who  do  not  hefitate  to   admit  that  they  do  not 
believe,   in  its  plain   and  obvious  import,  what 
they  have  in   the   mofl  folemn  manner  profefTed 
and  fubfcribed  ;  and  they  quibble  upon  expref- 
fions,  in  diredl:  oppofition  to  the  obvious  meaning 
and  fpirit  of  their  fubfcription,  in  order  to  quiet 
their  confciences.     Their  danger  in  this   refpe^t 
will  keep  pace  with  their  knowledge.     An  hun- 
dred years  ago   men  were  more  in  the  dark  re- 
fpeding  toleration,  the  fpiritual  nature  of  Chrift's 
kingdom,  the  power  of  the  magiftrate  in  religion^ 
and  various  other  fubjeds,   than  they  are  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  confequently  their  vows  and  their  fub- 
fcription of  the  flandards,  which  remain  the  fame,, 
were  lefs  finful,  and  thefe,  we  may  add,  are  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  finful. 

*  Rutherford's  Teftimony,  at  the  end  of  his  Letters,  p.  521. 
Clafguw  edition. 
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Another  great  evil  is  the  aflbciation  of  good 
and  bad  men  as  minifters  of  the  fame  church. 
Thej  meet  together  in   their  courts,  and  confult 
as  brethren.     They  acknowledge  one  another  as 
fuch  in  public,  while  in  private  the  one   brands 
the  other  as  fanatics   or  defigning  men,  merely 
courting  popularity,  and  they  in  their  turn  fpeak 
of  their  brethren  in  private,  though  they  may  not 
publicly  avow  this,  as  men  who   are  deftitute  of 
the    truth.      Thus   do    they,    themfelves    being 
judges, yS^  in  council  with  the  ungodly^  profeffedly 
confulting  with  them  about  the  order  of  Chrift's 
houfe.     This  carries  its  own  punilhment   along 
with  it,  for  the   party   which   is   generally   the 
llrongeft,  feem  to  rack  their  ingenuity  to  ftretch 
the  confciences  of  their  brethren  to  the  utmoft,  by 
obliging  them  to  take  part  in  matters  which  they 
have  repeatedly  declared  they  cannot  engage  in 
with  a  good  confcience.  What  efFedl  mufl  their fub- 
miffion  have  upon  their  hearers  ?   They  preach  to 
them  to  defpife  all  confequences  in  comparifon  of 
offending  God,  and  they  fay  well.     But  on  recei- 
ving an  order  from  their  fuperiors,   they  quietly 
fubmit,   or   timidly  excufe  themfelves,   although 
they  formerly  appeared  and  declared  themfelves 
to  be  determined  on  the  contrary.    But  they  muH 
quit  a  great  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  if  they  hold  out : 
What   does    this    refemble,  but   doing  evil  that 
good  may  come  ?   It  is  a  delufion  for  any  man   to 
fuppofe  that  he  fnall  be  more  ufeful  by  not  fully 
ading  up  to   the  light  of  his  own  mind.     John 
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Hufs,  and  Jerom  of  Prague,  might  have  contimiec 
to  preach  the  gofpel ;  they  might,  and  doubtlefs 
would  have  feen  (inners  converted  to  God  by  means 
of  it ;  but  they  preferred  the  flames  to  this  fphere 
of  ufefulnefs,  and  thus  were  eminent  forerunners 
of  the  Reformation.    It  will  be  feen,  I  doubt  not, 
^  in  the  day  of  God,   that   they  have   been   far 
more  ufeful  than  if  they  had  left  thoufands  of 
real   converts,   and  had  themfelves  died  in  the 
communion  of  the  church  of  Rome.     A  man's 
ufefulnefs    is    not    confined    to    his     life-time. 
Thofe  who  appear  moft  ufeful  while  they  live, 
will,  perhaps  in  many  inftances,  be  found  to  have 
been  really  inferior  in  ufefulnefs  to  others  who 
gave  up  apparently  important  fituations  for  con- 
fcience  fake.     Let  us  recoUeft,  that  while  we  do 
good  in  individual  inftanceSy  the  general  tenor  of 
our  conduB  may  be  very  hurtful^  and  the  latter 
may  far  exceed  the  former  in  its  confequences.    Let 
us  alfo  remember,  that  God  has  no  need  of  us  to 
carry  on  his  work.     He  hates  robbery  for  burnt- 
offering.     The  way  to  be  ufeful,  is  diligently  to 
lludy  the  Scriptures   with  much  prayer,  and  to 
follow  wherever  they  lead  us. 

But  in  this  country  the  plea  of  ufefulnefs  comes 
with  a  bad  grace  from  any  zealous  minifters  of 
Chrifl  for  continuing  in  connexion  with  the  na- 
tional church.  How  are  their  hands  tied  up  ? 
What  general  exertions  can  they  make  to  be  ufe-  | 
ful  ?  They  may  indeed  labour  in  their  own  parilh, 
buc  here  they  mufl  flop. 
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Confcientlous  men  are  not  only  placed  in  very 
tinpleafant  circumftances  when  connefled  witli 
an  eftablllliment,  but  the  doftrines  of  Chrift  are', 
by  means  of  them,  blafphemed  as  making  men 
troublefome.  It  is  not  poffible  that  they  can  be 
fo  compliant  as  mere  time-fervers.  The  latter 
ferve  only  one  mafter,  they  confult  alone  the  wifh 
of  men  in  power ;  the  former  have,  befides,  the 
authority  of  Chriil  to  attend  to.  When  a  ftatef- 
man  has  any  bufinefs  for  the  clergy,  he  will  find 
the  one  ready  to  obey,  the  other  are  more  fcrupu- 
lous.  They  do  not  feel  the  yoke  fit  quite  eafy. 
They  are  apt  to  wince,  they  ferve  two  mailers, 
and  hence  are  denominated  wild,  difafFeded,  &:c.* 

It  appears  then  that  thefe  good  men,  inflead  of 
being  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  fuch  churches, 
are  in  fa6l  troublefome  members  of  them,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  have  any  fliare  in  their  manage- 
ment. Confcience  leads  them  to  endeavour  to 
correft  abufes.    The  confequence  is,  jarring,  ftrife 

*  The  following  epithets  are;  mod  liberally  beflowed  on  the 
evangelical  clergy  of  the  church  of  England,  in  a  well  known 
periodical  work : — Wolves  in  flieep's  cloathing,  who  have  moft 
infidioufly  crept  into  the  eftabliOied  church;  Pretenders  to 
fuperior  illumination,  Separatists,  Schismatics,  Sectaries, 
Seceders,  Deceivers. — See  Antijacobin  Review,  Criticifrn  on 
Mr  Cadogan's  Difcourfes,  &c.  The  clergy  of  the  eftabliQied 
church  of  Scotland  are  lefs  acquainted  with  this  treatment,  from 
their  clofer  connexion  with  their  unenlightened  brethren,  from 
their  conformity  to  the  world,  and  from  that  want  of  decifion, 
leal  and  adlivity  in  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  in  meafures  to 
promote  the  falvation  of  finners,  which  diftinguifli  fo  many  ex- 
cellent men  of  the  church  of  England. 

Nn 
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and  evil  paflions  are  manifefted  on  both  (ides,  and, 
after  a  fruitlefs  ftruggle,  they  are  left  in  a  mino- 
rity. 

If  thefe  things  indeed  be  fo,  and  if  the  connec- 
tion of  church  and  flate  be  fo  much  calculated  to 
injure  Chrillians,  it  is  evident  how  much  it  muft 
obllrud  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel.  This  in  a  great 
xneafure  depends  upon  the  holy  and  conliftent  con- 
duct of  thofe  whom  Chrift  calls  the  light  of  the 
world.  But  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  is  alfo  af- 
fected by  this  fyflem  in  various  other  ways.  Ifll 
leads  the  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  coun- 
try to  fuppofe  themfelves  real  Chriilians.  All 
the  ordinances  are  difpenfed  to  them,  if  not  grofs- 
ly  immoral,  a.nd  that  even  by  good  men.  There 
*is  not,  I  fuppofe,  one  child  born  in  Scotland,  who 
has  not  been  baptized.  This  indifcriminate  ad- 
miniilration  of  ordinances  counteracts,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  moft  faithful  preaching.  In  the 
latter,  the  minifler  Separates  between  the  precious 
and  the  vile ;  in  the  former  he  confounds  them 
together.  By  this  he  warns  hypocrites  of  their 
danger  ;  by  that  he  cries  peace,  peace.  In  the 
one  he  warns  them  to  efcape  from  the  wrath  to 
come  ;  in  the  other  he  fays,  to  you  belong  tlUH 
privileges  of  the  difciples  of  Jefus.  m 

It  may  be  faid  thofe  are  inexcufeable  who  im- 
pofe  on  themfelves  under  faithful  preachers.  This 
is  true.  Every  man's  blood,  whatever  be  his 
tircumftances,  will  be  on  his  own  head.  But 
does  not  the  man  who  indifcriminately  adminillers 
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ordinances  favour  the  deluiion?  The  ungodly  hear 
themfelves  condemned  in  the  fermon,  but  they 
comfort  themfelves  that  nobody  is  perfe6t,  that 
in  the  main  they  are  Chriftians,  and  that  the  mi- 
nifter  thinks  them  fuch.  Thus  the  confciences  of 
many  are  lulled  afieep,  who  could  not  be  eafy 
without  obtaining  what  they  call  Chrijlian  privi* 
leges. 

We  have  remarked  the  bad  efFe6l:  which  the 
fyflem  is  calculated  to  produce  on  minillers  as  in- 
dividuals, but  we  may  add  that  it  alfo  greatly  af- 
feftg  their  minifterial  exertions.  A  minifter  fees 
a  whole  diftrift  of  country  deftitute  of  the  gofpel, 
but  he  dare  not  proclaim  therein  the  joyful  found. 
What  efFed  muft  this  have  upon  him  ?  Muft  it 
not  damp  his  zeal,  which,  like  every  other  be- 
nevolent paflion,  is  increafed  by  exercife,  and  de- 
cays by  lying  dormant  ?  This  deficiency  may,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  fupplied  by  men  unconneded 
with  the  eftablilliment,  but  the  fyftcm  tends,  as 
we  have  feen,  to  prejudice  the  people  againfl 
diffenters.  Not  only  is  the  offence  of  the  crofs 
to  be  overcome,  but  they  muft  alfo  contend  with 
the  eftahlijhed  prejudices  of  the  people. 

Thefe  obfervations,  refpe£ting  the  effed  of  this 
fituation  in  reprefling  zeal  for  the  diffufion  of  the 
gofpel,  apply  to  all  the  members  of  fuch  churches, 
as  well  as  to  minifters.  Although  a  man  could 
afford  to  fupport  a  dozen  of  preachers  where  the 
gofpel  is  not  heard,  he  cannot  do  it  while  remain- 
ing in  .the  eftablifliment,  without  following  divi- 
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five  or  fedarian  courfes.  This  fituation  even  af- 
fects the  ftyle  of  preaching  by  godly  men.  Many 
of  thofe  who  are  truly  pious,  by  no  means  de- 
fcribe  the  marked  diflindion  between  Chriflians 
and  the  world,  with  the  plainnefs  and  decifion 
they  ought.  On  particular  occafions  they  indeed 
preach  on  alarming  fubjefls,  yet  the  application, 
inftead  of  being  fo  pointed  as  the  fentiments  of 
thefe  good  men  would  naturally  lead  to,  is  often 
very  general,  and  if  the  text  be  addrclTed  to  Chri- 
ilians,  a  flranger  would  imagine  that  the  minifter 
confidered  the  great  bulk  of  his  hearers  to  be  of 
that  defcription. 

We  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  concern  which 
good  men  have  in  the  introduftion  of  ungodly 
men  into  the  miniilry,  an  evil  which  neceflarily 
flows  from  a  civil  religious  eflabliihment.  That 
ungodly  men  may  unawares  creep  in,  in  all  fitu- 
ations,  is  undoubtedly  true.  There  were  fome 
in  Paul's  time,  men  who  preached  Chrifl  of  envy 
and  llrife.  But  it  is  obvious  how  much  regu- 
lar falaries  and.  a  certain  rank  in  fociety,.  affixed 
by  Government  to  the  office,  muft  tend  to  in* 
creafe  the  evil.  This  leads  men  to  bring  up  their 
children  to  be  minifters,  jufl  as  they  breed  them 
to  other  profeffions.  It  matters  not  whether  the 
livings  are  great  or  fmall.  In  the  one  cafe,  as  in 
the  church  of  England,  families  of  rank  and  opu- 
lence will  bring  up  their  children  for  the  church  ; 
ia  the  other,  as  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  the 
Igwer  ranks.     In  both  cafes^   nothing  can  be  ex* 
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pe£led  but  that,  in  general,  they  fhali  be  deftitate 
of  religion. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fad,  that  the  hypocrify  and  im- 
morality of  the  clergy  in  every  age  has  been  a 
ftrong-hold  of  infidelity.  The  chara6ler  of  mini- 
llers  of  Chrift  is  fully  defcribed  in  the  word 
of  God.  What  a  contrail  to  this  does  the  con^ 
dud  of  very  many  clergymen  prefent  I  This  is 
too  notorious  to  be  denied  by  the  moft  partial. 
The  following  eloquent  extracts  from  the  charge 
©f  a  dignitary  in  Ireland  to  his  clergy,  will 
fhew  us  what  kind  of  exhortations  he  thought 
necefTary  to  be  addrellfed  to  them.  *  Behold  him 
in  the  delk,  the  organ  and  the  voice  of  God's 
people  ;  their  interceflbr  before  the  throne  of 
grace,  offering  up  in  their  name^  and  in  their  be- 
half, prayers  and  praife?,  fupplications  and  thankf- 
givings,  fighs  of  repentance,  and  cries  for  pardon. 
Hear  him  in  the  pulpit,  rehearfing  fome  happy 
efFufion  of  piety  and  zeal,  which  he  has  copied 
(if  he  takes  the  trouble  even  of  copying  it)  from 
the  works  of  fome  worthy  minifter,  whofe  talents 
and  acquirements  have  been  all  direded  to  the 
inllruftion  and  edification  of  the  faithful.  I  will 
not  divert  your  attention  to  confider,  in  the  deik, 
his  diftraded  thoughts,  his  wandering  looks,  his 
irreverent  attitudes,  his  carelefs,  hafly,  unintelli* 
gible  recitation  j  I  will  not  divert  your  attention 
to  confider,  in  the  pulpit,  with  what  a  cold  and 
icy  tongue  he  chills  the  divine  ardour  that  pro- 
bably glows  in  every  line  of  the  original  he  has 
Nn  3 
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copied.  In  what  fleepy  tones  and  palfying 
cents  he  repeats  exprelTions  of  irrefiftible  f 
and  energy  when  accompanied  by  the  fpirit  that 
originally  diftated  them,  and  which,  coming yrow- 
the  heart,  are  fo  calculated  to  make  their  way  to 
the  heart.  What  I  now  chiefly  wifh  you  to  con- 
template is  the  confcience  and  feeling  of  fuch  a 
man  in  fuch  a  Situation.  Can  he  repeat  a  prayer 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  not  feel  that  they 
mufb  confider  it  as  a  mockery  both  to  heaven  and 
to  themfelves  ?  Is  there  a  duty  he  can  recom« 
mend,  with  the  breach  of  which  he  mufl  not  feel 
that  foir.e  of  his  hearers  mud  be  at  that  moment 
condemning  him  ?  Is  there  a  virtue  he  can  en- 
force, which  his  too  faithful  memory  muft  not- 
place  fome  hearer  before  him  who  knows  him  to 
have  outraged  ?  Is  there  a  vice  he  can  ftigmatize^ 
with  which  feme  guilty  aflbciate  or  indignant 
witnefs  mud  not  reproach  him  ?  To  what  face 
can  he  look,,  on  which  he  muft  not  expe£l  to  fee 
a  ffieer  or  a  frown  ?  What  eye  can  he  meet,  in 
v/hich  he  muft  not  expedl  to  read  either  fcorn  or 
indignation  ?  Now,  I  befeech  you,  what  can  we 
fuppofe  fo  humiliating,  fo  tormenting,  as  the 
mind  of  fuch  a  man  fo  circumftanced  ?  Under 
what  excruciating  reftraint  muft  he  difcharge  his 
public  funftions  ? 

'  There  is,  indeed,  a  point  where  he  may  enjoy 
a  fatal  calm.  We  may  indeed  fuppofe  him  arri- 
ved at  that  deplorable  ftage  of  degeneracy,  when 
the  frecjuency  of  thofe  mortifying  reflexions  ha. 
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rendered  his  heart  callous.  When  tired  of  the 
combat  between  his  confcience  and  his  paffions^ 
between  the  fenfe  of  fhame.  and  the  violence  of 
vicious  propenfities,  he  becomes  fo  determined  and 
barefaced  in  his  contempt  of  whatever  is  decent 
and  confident,  that  he  fets  all  public  opinion  at 
defiance,  and  even  ridicules  what,  if  he  praftifed 
them,  we  n>ight  almoft  call  the  virtues  of  hypo- 
crify  and  diflimulation.  If  this  picture,  when 
taken  altogether,  be  too  flrongly  drawn  for  any- 
general  application,  as  I  truft  it  is,  yet  it  will  be 
eflential  towards  our  pefent  obje£l  to  confider  it  in 
its  different  parts  and  fhades.  Happy  are  they  to 
whom,  in  no  inftanee,  and  in  no  degree,  it  can 
prefent  their  own  likenefs.'— — 

'  Are  thefe  defer iptions  drawn  from  fancy  ?. 
Are  they  the  exaggerations  of  a  morofe,  fplenetic, 
and  cenforious  mind  ?  of  the  accufer  of  his  bre- 
thren, or  one  who  would  countenance  their  accu- 
fers  ?  Would  to  God  that  this  horrible  thing  zua.f 
not  to  be  feen  in  our  yerufalem  I  That  there  are 
fo  many  exceptions  to  them  is,  and  I  hope  evet 
will  be  our  confolation,  our  ftay,  and  aur  fupport. 
Should  the  general  character  of  oui  clergy  eve? 
fink  into  the  extreme  of  degeneracy,  he  knows 
nothing  of  his  religion  wha  would  not  tremble  in 
the  conviftion  that,  like  the  Jewifli  prieils  of  old, 
and  perhaps  like  others  of  more  recent  date,  we 
were  to  be  made  bafe  and  contemptible  before  the 
people^  and  were  to  feed  ourfehes  no  more.  In 
rain  ihould  we  hope  that  a  few  charaders,  pre- 
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ferving  themfelves  untainted  and  blamelefs,  flioulc 
by  their  interceffions,  their  prayers,  or  their  ex- 
ertions, avert  the  terrible  calamity.  Though 
Mo/es  and  Samuel  Jlood  before  God,  yet  his  mind 
could  not  be  towards  fuch  a  defcription  of  clergy. 
IVere  Noah^  Daniel ,  and  Job  among  them,  they 
Jhould  deliver  hut  their  own  fouls  by  their  own 
righteoufnefs.  He  would  not  hear  them,  nor 
would  he  fpare  the  reft  for  their  fakes  *.' 

Chrift  undertook  that  the  gates  of  hell  fliould 
not  prevail  againft  the  church  ;  that  a  feed  ftiould 
ferve  him  in  all  generations-.  This  has  been  ful- 
filled, and  is  a  proof  of  his  almighty  power  ;  but 
infidels  afcribe  this  to  human  influence,  and  to  the 
operation  of  ordinary  caufes.  Governors  have 
employed  Chriftianity ,  fay  they,  as  a  ftate-engine,_ 
and  hence  it  has  been  preferved.  At  the  fame 
time,  many  who  profefs  to  believe  the  divine  ori- 
gin of  Chriftianity  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  mind, 
and  fpeak  as  if  its  continuance  in  the  world  de- 
pended on  the  foftering  care  of  civil  govern- 
ment. 

It  is  obvious  how  much  all  this  tends  to  ob- 
ftru6t  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel.  Chriftianity, 
planted  and  fupported  by  the  almighty  power  of 
Jefus,  is  loft  fight  of,  and  a  political  fyftem  is  fub- 
ftituted  in  its  ftead,  about  which  the  meii  of  this 
world  contend.  What  ftiall  we  fay  of  the  profa- 
ning   of   religious   ordinances   as   a  qualification 

*   Sermons  and   Charges,  by  Dr  O'Beirne^  Lord    Bifhop  of- 
Meruh,  p.  2()8, — 300.   290,  Lond.  1799. 
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for  civil  employments,  of  the  Lord's  fupper  being 
the  necefTarj  ted  of  our  fitnefs  to  be  magiftrates 
or  foldiers  ?  If  Chriilianity  be  not  merely  a  ftate 
engine,  if  it  be  not,  as  infidels  have  had  too  much 
encouragement  to  call  it,  a  fable  cunningly  devi- 
fed  by  politicians  and  priefls,  can  we  think,  that 
the  jealous  God  will  wink  at  fuch  things  ? 

But  are  there  no  advantages  attending  a  civil 
religious  eilablilhment  ?  Does  religion  gain  no- 
thing by  the  fupport  of  government  ?  Does  it 
not  give  refpe£lability  to  religion  and  to  its  mini- 
flers  ?  Alas  !  this  it  does  communicate  ia  the 
eyes  of  worldly  men,  but  by  means  of  this  it  only 
lays  a  ftumbling-block  in  their  way,  and  leads 
them  to  miftake  its  nature.  It  adds  indeed  to 
the  fandlions  of  religion,  fandions  which  are 
better  calculated  to  affedt  mankind,  while  they  do 
not  believe  the  gofpel.  But  fuch  fandions,  how- 
ever neceflary  to  civil  laws,  ought  to  have  no 
place,  for  they  can  have  no  good  efFed  in  religion. 
Let  us  fee  how  Chriilianity  was  originally  propa- 
gated in  the  world  :  *'  Therefore,  feeing  we 
have  this  miniftry,"  fay  the  apoftles  of  Chrift, 
"  as  we  have  received  mercy,  we  faint  not  ; 
but  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  diihonef- 
ty,  not  walking  in  eraftinefs,  nor  handling  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  but  by  manifeflation 
of  the  truth  commending  ourfelv^s  to  every  man's 
confcience  in  the  fight  of  God."  "  For  the  wea- 
pons of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  flrong  holds.. 
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Cafting  down  imaginations,  and  cverj  high  thing! 
that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,l 
and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  th< 
obedience  of  Chrift."  2  Cor.  iv.  i,  2.  x.  4,  5. 
Here  is  the  example  we  ought  to  follow,  and? 
no  other  means  will  ever  recommend  or  advance' 
the  religion  of  Jefus.  *  If  to  make  profelytes 
by  the  fword,'  fays  Dr  Campbell,  '  is  tyranny  in 
mlers,  to  refign  our  underftanding  to  any  man, 
and  to  receive  implicitly  what  we  ought  to  be  ra- 
tionally convinced  of,  would  be  on  our  part 
the  loweft  fervility.  Now,  tyranny  and  Jer- 
vilify f  how  much  foever  adapted  to  the  genius  of 
worldly  domination,  are  by  no  means  fuited  to 
the  heavenly  character  of  Chrift's  kingdom.  The 
only  means  the  gofpel  permits  us  to  employ  for 
promoting  this  fpiritual  power  is  perfuqfion^  which 
operates  upon  the  underftanding,  and  by  it  upon 
the  will  and  affedions.  The  great  engine  of  fe- 
cular  dominion  is  force,  which,  without  regard* 
ing  underftanding,  will  or  afFeftions,  lays  hold  of 
the  body.  The  language  of  our  Lord  to  his  hear- 
ers was,  If  any  man  will  come  under  my  guid- 
ance, E/  riq  0EAEI  tma-u  fca  txBtir.  Nothing  is  ob- 
truded or  forced  upon  the  unwilling.  Now,  as 
the  great  fource  of  the  infidelity  of  the  Jews  was 
a  notion  of  the  temporal  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah,  M 
we  may  jujlly  Jay  that  the  great  fource  of  the  " 
corruption  of  Chrifiians,  and  of  their  general  de^ 
feBion  foretold  by  the  infpired  writers,  has  been 
an  attempt  to  render  it  in  effed  a  temporal  king^ 
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dom^  and  to  fupport  and  extend  it  hy  earthly 
means.  This  is  that  fpirit  of  Antichrift  which 
was  fo  early  at  work,  as  to  be  difcoverable  even 
in  the  days  of  the  apoftles  *.' 

'  When  the  fecular  powers,'  fays  the  fame  au- 
thor, '  had  changed  fides,  and  were  now  come  to 
be  on  the  fide  of  Chriftianity,  this  was  the  man- 
ner on  the  fabjeft  of  religion  in  which  fome  men 
among  the  clergy  began  to  argue.  Princes  ought 
to  be  confidered  in  a  twofold  capacity  ;  one  is, 
that  of  Chriftians,  the  other,  that  of  princes,  in 
both  which  charaders  they  are  bound  to  ferve 
God  ;  as  Chriftians,  by  obferving  the  divine  com- 
mandments, like  every  other  difciple  of  Chrift  j 
as  princes,  by  purging  the  church  of  all  fchifms^ 
herefies  and  blafphemies,  puniftiing  all  tranfgref- 
fors  of  the  divine  precepts,  but  more  efpecially 
thofe  who,  by  the  tranfgreffions  above  mentioned, 
violate  the  firft:  table  of  the  decalogue ;  for  as 
thofe  fins  are  committed  more  immediately  againft 
God,  they  are  much  more  heinous  than  theft, 
adultery,  murder,  or  any  fins  committed  againft 
our  neighbour.  Now  under  the  general  denomi- 
nation of  fins  of  the  firft  table,  every  feft  (were 
their  verdids  to  be  feverally  taken)  would  com- 
prehend almoft  all  the  diftinguiftiing  tenets  of 
every  other  fed.  And  though,  in  fupport  of 
their  plea,  they  might  have  many  fpecious  things 

*  Preface  to  Dr  Campbell's  Tranflation  of  the  Four  Gofpels, 
Vol.  I.  p.  Iviii.    8vo.  Aberdeen  edit. 
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to  advance,  they  would  all  be  found  to  lean  on  a 
falfe  hypothefis. 

'  Fiift,  it  is  falfe  that  the  concerns  of  the  foul 
and  eternity  fall  under  the  cognizance  and  jurif- 
didtion  of  the  magiftrate.  To  fay  that  they  do, 
is  to  blend  the  very  different  and  hardly  cooipa- 
tible  characters  of  magiftrate  and  paftor  in  the 
fame  perfon  ;  or,  which  is  worfe,  to  graft  the  lat- 
ter upon  the  former,  the  fure  method  of  produ- 
cing a  moft  abfurd  and  cruel  defpotifm,  fuch  as 
obtains  in  all  Mahometan  countries.  Nor  is  that 
much  better  which  prevails  more  or  lefs  in  popifti 
countries,  efpecially  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  and 
in  Spain  and  Portugal,  where  the  magiftrate  is 
grafted  on  the  paftor,  or  rather  on  the  prieft. 

'  Secondly,  it  is  falfe  that  fpiritual  concerns,  if 
they  did  fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the  magi- 
ftrate, are  capable  of  being  regulated  by  fuch  ex- 
pedients as  are  proper  for  reftraining  the  injuries 
of  violence  and  fraud,  and  preferving  tranquillity 
and  good  order  in  fociety.  Though,  by  coercion, 
crimes  which  are  outward  and  overt  a6ls  may  ef- 
feSually  be  reftrained,  it  is  not  by  coercion  that 
thofe  inward  effedls  can  be  produced,  convidion 
in  the  underftanding,  or  converfion  in  the  heart. 
Now  thefe  in  religion  are  all  in  all.  By  racks 
and  gibbets,  fire  and  faggot,  we  may  as  rationally 
propofe  to  mend  the  fight  of  a  man  who  fquints 
or  is  purblind,  as  by  thefe  means  to  enlighten  the 
infidel's  or  the  heretic's  underftanding,  confute  his 
errors,  and  bring  him  to  the  belief  of  what  he  dif- 
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believed  before.  That  by  fuch  methods  he  may- 
be con  drained  to  profefs  what  he  difbelieves  ftill, 
nobody  can  deny  or  even  doubt.  But  to  extort  a 
hypocritical  profeffion,  is  fo  far  from  being  to 
promote  the  caufe  of  God  and  religion,  that  no- 
thing, by  the  acknowledgment  of  men  of  all  par- 
ties, can  ftand  more  diredly  in  oppofition  to  it, 
*  Nothing  is  fo  voluntary  as  religion,'  fays  Lac- 
tantius,  *  in  which,  if  the  mind  of  the  worfliipper 
is  conilrained  the  fervice  is  nothing  *.* 

Mr  Locke  fpeaks  the  fame  language.  '  This,* 
fays  he,  *  being  not  a  proper  place  to  enquire  into  the 
marks  of  the  true  church,  I  will  only  mind  thofe 
that  contend  fo  earneftly  for  the  decrees  of  their 
own  fociety,  and  that  cry  out  continually,  *  the 
church,  the  church,'  with  as  much  noife,  and  per- 
haps upon  the  fame  principle  as  the  Ephefian  fil- 
verfmiths  did  with  their  Diana. — This,  I  fay,  I 
defire  to  mind  them  of,  that  the  gofpel  frequently 
declares  that  the  true  difciples  of  Chrift  muft  fuf- 
fer  perfecution  ;  but  that  the  church  of  Chrift 
ihould  perfecute  others,  and  force  others  by  fire 
and  fword  to  embrace  her  faith  and  doctrine,  I 
could  never  yet  find  in  any  of  the  books  of  the 
New  Teflamentf.' 

Experience  ftiould  have  taught  men  ere  now, 
that  all  perfecution  for  religious  opinions  is  im- 

*  Nihil  eft  tam  voluntarium  quam  religio,  in  qua,  fi  animus 

facrificantis  averfus  eft,  jam  fublata,  jam  nulla  eft. Campbell's 

Lcdlures  on  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  aSp,— zpj, 
f  Locke  on  Toleration,  p.  50,  51. 
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proper.  One  very  obvious  confequence  of  admit- 
ting it  in  any  cafe  is,  that  it  is  fully  as  likely  to 
be  employed  in  favour  of  error  as  of  truth  ;  wit- 
nefs  the  thoufands  who  have  died  as  martyrs  for 
Jefus.  The  inconfiftency  of  thofe  who  have  em- 
ployed force  in  religion,  is  abundantly  manifeft. 
Their  zeal  has  ever  been  diredted  againft  thofe 
who  Separated  from  their  communion,  while  they 
have  tolerated  the  mofl  flagitious  conduct  in  fuch 
as  adhered  to  them.  This  is  very  properly  re- 
probated in  the  following  quotation  from  Mr 
Locke.  Since  his  days  a  great  change  for  the 
better  has  taken  place,  but  flill  the  fpirit  he  con- 
demns exifts  in  a  certain  degree. 

'  Though  the  divifions  that  are  amongft  fe£ls 
fhould  be  allowed  to  be  never  fo  obftrudlive  of 
the  falvatlon  of  fouls,  yet  neverthelefs  **  adul- 
tery, fornication,  uncleannefs,  lafcivioufnefs,  ido- 
latry, and  fuch  like  things,  cannot  be  denied  to 
be  works  of  the  flefli ;"  concerning  which  the 
apollle  has  exprefsly  declared,  that  '^  they  who 
do  them  lliall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God," 
Gal.  V.  Whofoever  therefore  is  fincerely  folicit- 
Gus  about  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  thinks  it  his 
duty  to  endeavour  the  enlargement  of  it  amongft 
men,  ought  to  apply  himfelf  with  no  lefs  care 
and  induftry  to  the  rooting  out  of  thefe  immorali- 
ties, than  to  the  extirpation  of  fefts.  But  if  any  m 
one  do  otherwife,  and  whilfl  he  is  cruel  and  im- 
placable towards  thofe  that  differ  from  him  in 
opinion,  he  be  indulgent  to  fuch  iniquities  and 
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immoralities  as  are  unbecoming  the  name  of  a 
Chriftian,  let  fuch  a  one  talk  never  fo  much  of  the 
church,  he  plainly  demonftrates  by  his  adions 
that  it  is  another  kingdom  he  aims  at,  and  not  the 

advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

'  If  any  one  maintain  that  men  ought  to  be  com- 
pelled by  fire  and  fword  to  profefs  certain  dodlriues, 
and  conform  to  this  or  that  exterior  worfhip,  with- 
out any  regard  had  unto  their  morals  ;  if  any  one 
endeavour  to  convert  thofe  that  are  erroneous  unto 
the  faith,  by  forcing  them  to  profefs  things  that 
they  do  not  believe,  and  allowing  them  to  prac- 
tife  things  that  the  gofpel  does  not  permit,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  indeed  but  fuch  a  one  is  defirous 
to  have  a  numerous  affembly  joined  in  the  fame 
profelTion  with  himfelf  j  but  that  he  principally 
intends  by  thofe  means  to  compofe  a  truly  Chri- 
ftian church,  is  altogether  incredible.  It  is  not 
therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  if  thofe  who  do  not 
really  contend  for  the  advancement  of  the  true  re- 
ligion, and  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  make  ufe  of 
arms  that  do  not  belong  to  the  Chriftian  warfare. 
If,  like  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  they  fincere- 
ly  defired  the  good  of  fouls,  they  would  tread  in 
the  fteps,  and  follow  the  perfed  example  of  that 
Prince  of  peace,  who  fent  out  his  foldiers  to  the 
fubduing  of  nations,  and  gathering  them  into  his 
church,  not  armed  with  the  fword,  or  other  in- 
ftruments  of  force,  but  prepared  with  the  gofpel 
of  peace,  and  with  the  exemplary  holinefs  of 
their    converfation.       This    was     his    methods 
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Though  if  infidels  were  to  be  converted  by  torce, 
if  thofe  that  are  either  blind  or  obftinate  were  to 
be  drawn  off  from  their  errors  by  armed  foldiers^ 
we  know  very  well  that  it  was  much  more  eafy 
for  him  to  do  il  with  armies  of  heavenly  legions, 
than  for  any  fon  of  the  church,  how  potent  foever, 
with  all  his  dragoons  *.' 

In  anfwer  to  all  the  objeftions  againft  fuch 
eftabliftiments,  we  are  reminded  of  the  ftate  of 
Ifrael  of  old.  There  has  been  a  great  propenfity 
in  men  to  turn  back  to  the  weak  and  beggarly 
elements  of  the  Jewifli  fyftem,  an  error  often 
condemned  in  the  New  Teftament.  Arguments 
drawn  from  the  Jewifli  economy  are  indeed  lefs 
frequent  now  than  formerly.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  under  the  gofpel  it  is  predicted  that 
kings  fhould  be  the  nurfing  fathers,  and  queens  the 
nurfing  mothers  of  the  church,  Ifa.  xlix.  23.  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  figurative  language  of  prophe- 
cy, and  of  the  frequent  allufion  to  Jewifli  cufloms 
when  gofpel  times  are  defcribed,  the  obvious 
meaning  of  this  paffage,  taken  in  its  connexion,  is, 
that  the  fubjeds  of  the  Gentile  princes,  u  e^ 
thofe  nurfed  by  them,  fliould  augment  the  num- 
ber of  the  true  worfliippers  of  God.  But  if  any 
ehufe  to  maintain  it  to  mean  that  the  increafe  of 
the  church  is  to  be  the  confequenee  of  the  piety  „ 
and  zeal  of  kings  and  queens,  I  do  not  fee  that  it  I 
will  affe£l  our  argument.  Suppoling  a  king  to  arife^ 
€.  g.  m  Spain,  who,  to  juft  views  of  the  nature  of 
*  Locke  gn  Tole  cat  ion,  p  19,— zi.  x3,— 2^ 
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Chrift's  kingdom,  and  eminent  piety,  added  an  ar- 
dent zeal  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  a  great 
and  comprehenfive  genius.  He  abolifhes  the  in- 
quifition— circulates  the  Scriptures  throughout 
the  country,  encourages  fchools,  and  patronifes 
learning.  *  By  the  wifdom  of  his  civil  govern- 
ment he  ameliorates  the  ftate  of  the  people,  and 
thus  excites  the  fplrit  of  inquiry.  By  adorning 
the  dodrine,  and  himfelf  fubmitting  to  every  or- 
dinance of  Chrift,  he  makes  his  light  to  fliine  be- 
fore men,  and,  as  a^  zealous  Chriftian,  encourages 
every  fcriptural  exertion  for  the  fpread  of  the  gof- 
pel. Might  not  fuch  a  king  be  called  a  nurfing 
father  to  the  church  ?  and  yet  there  is  nothing, 
done  by  him  which  refembles  any  other  civil  re-- 
ligious  eilabliftiment  upon  earth  ;  there  are  here 
no  new  regulations  made  for  churches,  no  civil' 
pains  or  penalties,  no  difqualifications  for  office,  no' 
confounding  the  character  of  a  man  as  a  Chriftian 
and  as  a  citizen.  All  the  influence  a  Chriftian 
ought  to  enjoy  in  fuch  a  lituation  is  employed,' 
while  civil  authority  is  never  introduced  in  mat-- 
ters  of  religion.. 

But  we  are  told,  that  the  Lord  has  not  left- 
eftabliftied  churches,  that  he  has  ftill  his  people  in 
them,  and  blefles  his  own  word  among  all  denomi- 
nations. This  is  true  of  the  Roman  catholic  deno- 
mination as  well  as  of  other  eftabliftied  churches ; 
and  if  it  prove  any  thing  it  will  prove  too  much . 
for  thof6  who  ufually  allege  it.  God  has  had  his 
people  in  that  church  which  is  the  mother  of  alxv 
Oa3 
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mlnations,  in  every  age.  It  appears  from  Scnpt^ 
ture,  that  fomc  of  his  people  will  continue  in  ther^ 
mofl  corrupt  focieties,  as  Lot  did  in  Sodom,  till-^ 
the  very  eve  of  their  deflrudion.  It  is  writ- 
ten, juft  before  the  deftrudtion  of  Babylon, 
There  was  a  voice,  faying,  "  Come  out  of  her^ 
my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  fins,  and 
that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues^"  Rev.  xviii.  4.- 

God  does  indeed  countenance  his  own  word  ;. 
but  does  God  therefore  countenance  the  corrup- 
tions of  every  fociety  in  which  individuals  majr 
proclaim  his  word,  or  a  part  of  it  ?  for  in  corrupt 
focieties  they  cannot  proclaim  the  whole.  The 
reformers  were  converted  while  members  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  but  did  this  afford  a  reafon  why 
they  fhould  not  feparate  from  it  ?  A  man  being 
converted  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  is  no 
evidence  that  the  preacher  is  a  member  of  a 
church  of  Chr-ift,  no^:  is  it  an  evidence  that  he  is  an 
approved  miniller  of  the  gofpel.  It  is  an  evi^ 
dence  that  he  preached  lome  part  of  the  truth  of 
God,  but  not  that  thofe  who  heard  him,  and  who 
believed,  ought  to  remain  in  the  fame  corrupt 
connexion  in  which  he  is. 

But  the  effect  of  the  union  of  church  and  (late- 
is  not  only  hurtful  to  Chriftians,  and  unfavour- 
able  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  but  is  ejttremely 
pernicious  to  civil  fociety.  The  contrary  has 
often  been  boldly  aflerted,  and  civil  governments 
have  been  alarmed,  commonly  by  the  calumnies 
of  clergymen^  in  oppofition  to  the  enemies  of 
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Civil  religious  eftabliftiments  j  but  if  impartially 
conlidered,  it  will  appear  inconteftable.  The 
genuine  tendency  of  the  doctrine  of  Ghrift,  is  ta 
make  men  quiet  and  peaceable  fubjedts  even  under 
grievous  oppreflion.  This  is  manifeft  in  the  con- 
dud  of  the  fir  ft  Chriftians,  as  well  as  from  the 
pofitive  precepts  of  Scripture  upon  the  fubjed, 
AH  that  the  followers  of  Jefus  defired,  in  the  firft 
ages,  was  to  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives  under 
thofe  whom  God  had  fet  over  them,  and  whom 
they  reckoned  the  minifters  of  God  to  them  for 
good,  Rom.  xiii»  4.  and  for  whom  they  accord- 
ingly gave  thanks.  They  would  not  indeed  be 
drawn  into  idolatry  ;  they  would  rather  part  with 
their  fubftance,  or  lofe  their  lives.  Whenever 
obedience  to  magiflrates  implied  rebellion  againft: 
God,  they  were  ready  to  refift  unto  bloody  llriving^ 
againft:  fin,  Heb.  xii.  4.* 

It  was  not  till  Conftantine  converted  Chriflian- 
hy  into  a  ftate- engine,  that  profefied  Chriftians  be- 
gan to  make  religion  a  cloak  for  fedition  and  rebel- 
lion againft  Government.  How  fuccefsfuUy  it  has 
fince  that  been  employed  to  produce  revolutions^ 
and  civil  wars  in  almoft  every  country  where  it 
has  been  eftablifhed  by  civil  authority,  may  be 
feen  by  perufing  their  hiftory.  The  change  which 
took  place  in  the  views  of  Chriftians  concerning 
fubjedion  to  Government,  after  its  eftabliflmient^ 
is  thus  defcribed  by  Dr  Middleton.  *  Julian's- 
death  was  foretold  by  vifions  and  divine  revela- 
tions, as  the  ecclefiaftical  writers  inform  us,  to 
*  Tkis  does  not  mean  to  fight,  but  to  fuffer  for  their  religiom 
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feveral  other  faints  and  holy  men,  in  difFerenO 
parts  of  the  world,  who  were  feverally  addreffing 
their  prayers  to  God  for  his  deftriidion.  Whence 
we  cannot  but  obferve  what  a  total  change  there 
was,  both  of  principles  and  practice,  between 
the  fathers  of  the  fourth  century,  and  thofe  o5 
the  preceding  ages  ;  or  between  the  church  when 
perfecuted,  and  when  eftabliftied  in  power  and 
authority.  For  in  the  earlier  times,  under  the 
very  worft  of  the  heathen  emperors,  and  the 
cruelefl  perfecutors  of  the  church,  when  the 
Chriftians  were  treated  every  where  as  traitors  to 
the  government,  all  their  apologifts,  through  the 
three  firft  centuries,  declare  with  one  voice,  that 
they  were  obliged,  by  the  precepts  of  their  reli- 
gion, to  be  of  all  men  the  moll  loyal  to  their 
princes,  and  that  it  was  their  daily  practice,  ta 
put  up  their  united  prayers  for  their  profperity.. 
*  We  pray,'  fays  TertuUian,  '  for  every  emperor  ;; 
that  he  may  have  a  long  life,  afecure  reign,  a  fafe 
houfe,  ftrong  armies,  a  faithful  fenate,  honeft  peo- 
ple, a  quiet  world,  and  whatfoever  elfe,  man,  or 
Cefar  himfelf  can  wiih.'  Yet,  after  the  church 
had  gained  a  firm  eftablifhment^  its  temper  wa^ 
quite  altered  ;  and  the  emperors  no  fooner  began 
to  give  them  any  difturbance,  than  their  prayers- 
were  turned  into  curfes,  and  the  divine  vengeance 
confeffedly  implored  to  deftroy  them*.' 

Archimedes  faid  he  could  move  the  world,  iF 
lie  had  but  a  fituation  on  which  to  place  his- 
*  MMdleton's  Inquiry,  p.  i^&^  1574 
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lever.  The  invifible  world,  fo  clearly  reveal- 
ed in  the  gofpel,  afforded  the  emperor,  as  has 
been  juftly  obferved,  what  the  philofopher  had 
defired ;  but  the  priefts  foon  got  poffeffion  of  the 
mighty  engine,  and  in  every  country  where  Chri- 
ftianity  has  been  profefled,  revolutions  and  con- 
vuhions  have  been  the  effe6t  of  the  ftruggle  for 
what  has  abfurdly  enough  been  termed,  fpiritual 
power.  Hence,  notwithftanding  the  effed  of  the 
gofpel  upon  individuals,  and  its  tendency,  when  ge- 
nuine and  uncorrupted,  to  promote  the  prefent  weL 
fare  of  fociety,  governments  have  been  more  ex- 
pofed  to  danger  fince  its  promulgation  than  before. 
Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at.  The  fword  has  not 
only  been  employed  to  make  converts,  but  an 
order  of  men  has  been  raifed  up  in  every  country, 
claiming  privileges  independent  of  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate,  who,  if  not  taken  into  alliance  with 
him,  have,  by  their  intrigues  working  on  the  fu- 
perftition  of  the  people,  difturbed  or  overturned 
his  government.  That  fuch  Ihould  be  the  effedt 
of  Chriilianity  being  eftablifhed  by  civil  authori- 
ty, is  what  we  might  have  expefted.  If  the  church 
has  obtained  certain  civil  privileges  by  being  incor- 
porated with  the  (late,  fhe  will  naturally  be  jealous 
of  her  prerogatives.  Should  any  other  religion,  or 
any  different  modification  of  the  fame  religion,, 
prevail,  it  may  in  its  turn  be  adopted  by  the 
ftate,  and  confequently  care  muft  be  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fuperiority  which  the  eftablifhed  church 
has  acg[uired. 


'^ 
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We  have  feen  how  unacquainted  the  reformefs 
were  with  the  true  principles  of  toleration,  and 
where  thefe  are  not  underftood,  good  men  will  be 
led  to  wifh  for  the  overthrow  of  any  government, 
by  which,  in  their  view,  an  improper  fyflem  is 
eftablifhed.  If  indeed  fuch  eftabliftiments  were 
agreeable  to  the  mind  of  Chrift,  and  compa- 
tible with  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  it  would 
be  our  duty  to  defire  to  fee  them  carried  into  ef- 
feft,  and  if  an  improper  form  of  Chriftianity  was 
eftablifhed  unfavourable  to  religion,  or  not  fo  fa- 
vourable as  another,  a  zealous  Chriftian  could 
not  but  contemplate  with  complacency  a  revo- 
lution which  fhould  fet  things  on  a  better  foot- 
ing. This  perhaps  may  be  exemplified  in  the 
following  extract  from  the  life  of  Mr  Bofton,y^«. 
written  by  himfelf.  '  From  that  time  (n04)  I 
had  little  fondnefs  for  national  churches,  ftriftly 
and  properly  fo  called,  as  of  tqual  latitude  with 
the  nations,  and  wifhed  for  an  amendment  of  our 
own  church,  as  to  the  conftitution  thereof.'  Again 
he  writes,  '  Having  been,  almoft  ever  fince  my 
entering  into  the  miniftry,  diflatisfied  with  feveral 
things  in  our  conftitution,  cfpecially  the  manner 
of  admitting  to  the  Lord's  table  and  planting  of 
churches,  I  embraced  that  opportunity  to  endea- 
vour to  get  fuch  things  redtified  j  and  accordingly 
I  did,  fometime  after,  apply  myfelf  clofely  to 
confider  of  thefe  overtures,  and  wrote  feveral  re- 
marks on  them,  together  with  new  overtures  for 
^dmiflion  to  the  Lord's  table,  and  debarring  frona 
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it ;  the  which  are  to  be  found  among  my  papers, 
App.  No.  3.  Howbeit  the  fynod  did  not  call  for 
them.  Neverthelefs,  by  order  of  our  prefbytery, 
they  were  laid  before  the  commiflion,  or  their 
committee  appointed  to  receive  fuch  remarks  ; 
but  the  matter  was  dropped,  and^  for  any  thing  I 
know,  no  more  infilled  on  fince  that  time.  And 
I  apprehend  the  malady  will  be  incurable  till  the 
prefent  conftitution  be  violently  thrown  down  *. 

The  connexion  of  this  worthy  man  with  an 
eflablifliment,  it  thus  appears,  led  him  to  look 
forward  to  a  political  convulfion  as  the  only  cure 
for  the  diforders  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  In 
this,  perhaps,  he  was  right.  But  had  he  taken 
his  views  of  a  church  of  Chrift  entirely  from  the 
New  Teftament,  a  revolution  in  the  flate  would 
neither  have  appeared  neceffary  nor  defirable 
for  the  interefts  of  religion.  Chriftiaaity  profper- 
ed  much  under  a  moil  defpotic  government,  ad- 
miniftered  by  the  worft  of  men,  which  proves 
what  we  already  noticed,  that  its  profperity  does 
not  depend  upon  external  circumftanc^s. 

Toleration  is  now  better  underftood,  but  laws 
for  toleration  in  religion  are,  in  fa61:,  a  cure  for  a 
difeafe  which  we  ourfelves  have  induced.  Did 
lawgivers  and  magiftrates  confine  themfelves  to 
the  province  afligned  to  them  by  God,  laws  for 
toleration  in  religion  would  be  unneceflary.  The 
following  fentiments  of  Mr  Locke  o'^  this  fubjed, 
well  deferve  the  attention  of  the  reader.  '  Now, 
♦  Meruoirs  of  Ml-  Bofton's  Life,  $cc.  p,  177.  35  r,  Edin.  1775. 
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that  the  whole  jurifdi'^ion  of  the  magiflra 
reaches  only  to  thefe  civil  concernments ;  and  th 
all  civil  power,  right,  and  dominion,  is  bound 
and  confined  to  the  only  care  of  promoting  theft 
things,  and  that  it  neither  can,  nor  ought  in  any 
manner  to  be  extended  to  the  falvation  of  fouls, 
thefe  following  confiderations  feem  unto  me  abuiL* 
dantly  to  demonftrate. 

'  Firil,  Becaufe  the  care  of  fouls  is  not  commit- 
ted to  the  civil  magiflrate,  any  more  than  to  other 
men.  It  is  not  committed  unto  him,  I  fay,  by 
God ;  becaufe  it  appears  not  that  God  has  ever 
given  any  fuch  authority  to  one  man  over  ano- 
ther, as  to  compel  any  one  to  his  religion.  Nor 
can  any  fuch  power  be  veiled  in  the  magiflrate 
by  the  *  confent  of  the  people  ;'  becaufe  no  man 
can  fo  far  abandon  the  care  of  his  own  falvation, 
as  blindly  to  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  any  other, 
whether  prince  or  fubjeft,  to  prefcribe  to  him 
what  faith  or  worfliip  he  fliall  embrace  ;  for  no 
man  can,  if  he  would,  conform  his  faith  to  the 
dictates  of  another.  All  the  life  and  power  of 
true  religion  confifts  in  the  inward  and  full  per- 
fuafion  of  the  mind  ;  and  faith  is  not  faith  with- 
out believing.  Whatever  profeiTion  we  make,  to 
whatever  outward  worfliip  we  conform,  if  we  are 
not  fully  fatisfied  in  our  mind  that  the  one  is  true, 
and  the  other  weil-pleafing  unto  God,  fuch  pro- 
feflion  and  fuch  pra6lice,  far  from  being  any  fur- 
therance, are  indeed  great  obftacles  to  our  falva- 
tion.    For  in  this  manner,  inftead  of  expiating 
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Other  fins  by  the  exerclfe  of  religion  *  ;  I  fay,  in 
offering  thus  unto  God  Almighty  fuch  a  worfhip 
as  we  efteem  to  be  difpleafing  unto  him,  we  add 
unto  the  number  of  our  other  fins  thofe  alfo  of 
hypocrify,  and  contempt  of  his  divine  majelly. 

*  In  the  fecond  place,  The  care  of  fouls  cannot 
belong  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  becaufe  his  power 
confifts  only  in  outward  force  ;  but  true  and  fa- 
ring religion  confifts  in  the  inward  perfuafion  of 
the  mind,  without  which  nothing  can  be  accept- 
able to  God.  And  fuch  is  the  nature  of  the  un- 
derftanding,  that  it  cannot  be  compelled  to  the 
belief  of  any  thing  by  outward  force.  Confifca- 
tion  of  eftate,  imprifonment,  torments,  nothing  of 
that  nature  can  have  any  fuch  efficacy,  as  to  make 
men  change  the  inward  judgment  that  they  have 
framed  of  things. 

'  It  may  indeed  be  alleged,  that  the  magiftrate 
may  make  ufe  of  arguments,  and  thereby  draw 
the  heterodox  into  the  way  of  truth,  and  procure 
their  falvation,  I  grant  it ;  but  this  is  common 
to  him  with  other  men.  In  teaching,  inftru6ling, 
and  redrefling  the  erroneous  by  reafon,  he  may 
certainly  do  what  becomes  any  good  man  to  do. 
Magiftracy  does  not  oblige  him  to  put  off*  either 
humanity  or  Chriftianity.  But  it  is  one  thing  to 
perfuade,  another  to  command ;  one  thing  to  prefs 
with  arguments,  another  with  penalties.     This 

*  We  would  not  be  underftood  to  adopt  this  language,  nor 
the  fentiment  it  exprefles.  There  is  but  one  expiation  for  fin, 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
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the  civil  power  alone  has  a  right  to  do  ;  to  the 
other,  good-will  is  authority  enough.  Every 
man  has  commiflion  to  admonifti,  exhort,  convince 
another  of  error,  and  bv  reafoning  to  draw  him 
into  truth  ;  but  to  give  laws,  receive  obedience, 
and  compel  with  the  fword,  belongs  to  none  but 
the  magiftrat~e.  And  upon  this  ground  I  affirm, 
that  the  magiftrate's  power  extends  not  to  the 
eftablilhing  of  any  articles  of  faith,  or  forms  of 
worfliip,  by  the  force  of  his  laws.  For  laws  are 
of  no  force  at  all  without  penalties,  and  penalties 
in  this  cafe  are  abfolutely  impertinent,  becaufe 
they  are  not  proper  to  convince  the  mind.  Nei- 
ther the  profelTion  of  any  articles  of  faith,  nor  the 
conformity  to  any  outward  form  of  worfhip,  (as 
has  already  been  faid)  can  be  available  to  the  fal- 
vation  of  fouls,  unlefs  the  truth  of  the  one,  and 
the  acceptablenefs  of  the  other  unto  God,  be  tho- 
roughly believed  by  thofe  that  fo  profefs  and 
pradife.  But  penalties  are  no  ways  capable  to 
produce  fuch  belief.  It  is  only  light  and  evi- 
dence that  can  work  a  change  in  mens  opinions  ; 
and  that  light  can  in  no  manner  proceed  from 
corporal  fufferirigs,  or  any  other  outward  penal- 
ties. 

'  In  the  third  place,  The  care  of  the  falvation 
of  men's  fouls  cannot  belong  to  the  magi fl rate, 
becaufe,  though  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  the 
force  of  penalties,  were  capable  to  convince  and 
change  mens  minds,  yet  would  not  that  help  at 
all  to  the  falvation  of  their  fouls.    For  there  being 
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but  one  truth,  one  way  to  heaven,  what  hope  is 
there  that  more  men  would  be  led  into  it,  if  they 
bad  no  other  rule  to  follow  but  the  religion  of  the 
court,  and  were  put  under  a  neceflity  to  quit  the 
light  of  their  own  reafon,  to  oppofe  the  dictates 
of  their  own  confciences,  and  blindly  to  refign  up 
themfelves  to  the  will  of  their  governors,  and  to 
the  religion  which  either  ignorance,  ambition,  or 
fuperftition  had  chanced  to  eftablifh  in  the  coun- 
tries where  they  were  born  ?  In  the  variety  and 
contradiftion  of  opinions  in  religion,  wherein  the 
princes  of  the  world  are  as  much  divided  as  ia 
their  fecular  interefts,  the  narrow  way. would  be 
much  ftraitened.  One  country  alone  would  be 
in  the  right,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  world  would 
be  put  under  an  obligation  of  following  their 
princes  in  the  ways  that  lead  to  deftrudtion.  And 
that  which  heightens  the  abfurdity,  and  very  ill 
fuits  the  notion  of  a  Deity,  -men  would  owe  their 
eternal  happinefs  or  mifery  to  the  places  of  their 
nativity. 

*  Thefe  confiderations,  to  omit  many  others  that 
might  have  been  urged  to  the  fame  purpofe,  feem 
unto  me  fufficient  to  conclude,  that  all  the  power 
of  civil  government  relates  only  to  mens  civil 
interefts,  is  confined  to  the  care  of  the  things  of 
this  world,  and  hath  nothing  to  do  with  the  world 
to  come.'— — 

*  You  will  fay,  '  By  this  rule,  if  fome  congre- 
gations fhould  have  a  mind  tofacrifice  infants,  or,' 
(as  the  primitive  Chriiliana  were  falfely  accufed)^, 
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*  luflfuUy  pollute  themfelves  in  promifcuous   on- 
cleannefs,  or  pra6life  any  other  fuch  heinous  enor- 
mities, is  the  magiftrate  obliged  to  tolerate  them^ 
becaufe   they  are  committed  in  a  religious  affem- 
bly  ?'  I  anfwer,  No.     Thefe  things  are  not  law- 
ful in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  life,  nor  in  any  pri- 
vate houfe  ;  and   therefore  neither  are  they  fo  in 
the  worfhip  of  God,  or  in  any  religious  meeting. 
But  indeed  if  any  people,  congregated  upon  ac- 
count of  religion,  fliould  be  defirous  to  facrifice  a 
calf,   I  deny  that  that  ought  to. be  prohibited  by 
a  law.     Melibaeus,  whofe  calf  it  is,  may  lawfully 
kill  his  own  calf  at  home,  and  burn  any  part  of  it 
that  he  thinks  fit ;  for  no  injury  is  thereby  done 
to  any  one,  no  prejudice  to  another  man*s  goods  j 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  may  kill  his  calf  alfo 
in  a  religious  meeting.    Whether  the  doing  fo  be 
well-pleafing  to  God,   or  no,  it  is   their  part  to 
confider  that  do  it.    The  part  of  the  magiftrate  is 
only  to  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  receive 
no  prejudice,   and  that  there  be  no  injury  done  to 
any  man,  either  in  life  or  eftate.    And  thus  what 
may  be  fpent  on  a  feaft,  may  be  fpent  on  a  facri- 
fice.     But  if,  peradventure,   fuch  were  the  ftate 
of  things,  that  the  intereft  of  the  commonwealth 
required  all  flaughter  of  beafts  ftiould  be  forborne 
for  fome  while^  in  order  ta  the  increaiing  of  the 
Itock   of  cattle   that  had  been  dcftroyed  by  fome 
extraordinary  murrain,  who  fees  not  that  the  ma- 
giftrate, in  fuch  a  cafe,  may  forbid  all  his  fubjefts 
ta  kill  any  calves,  for  any  ufe  whatfoever  ?  Onlj 
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it  IS  to  be  obferved,   that  in   this  cafe  the  law  is 
not  made  about  a  religious,   but   a  political  mat- 
ter; nor  is  the  facrifice,  but  the  {laughter  of  calves,  . 
thereby  prohibited.' 

*  But,  to  come  to  particulars,  I  fay,  firil.  No 
opinions  contrary  to  human  fociety,  or  to  thofe 
moral  rules  which  are  neceflary  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  civil  fociety,  are  to  be  tolerated  by  the 
magillrate.  But  of  thefe,  indeed,  examples  in 
any  church  are  rare  ;  for  no  fe6t  can  eafily  arrive 
to  fueh  a  degree  of  madnefs,  as  that  it  fliould 
think  fit  to  teach,  for  dodrines  of  religion,  fuch 
things  as  manifeftly  undermine  the  foundations  of 
fociety,  and  are  therefore  condemned  by  the  judg- 
ment of  all  mankind  ;  becaufe  their  own  intereft, 
peace,  reputation,  every  thing,,  would  be  thereby; 
endangered, - 

*  Another  more  fecret  evil,  but  more  dangerous 
to  the  commonwealth  is,  when  men  arrogate  to 
themfelves,  and  to  thofe  of  their  own  fed,  fome 
peculiar  prerogative,  covered  over  with  a  fpecious 
fbew  of  deceitful  words,  but  in  efFe<Sl  oppofite  to 
the  civil  right  of  the  community.  For  example, 
we  cannot  find  any  fe6l  that  teaches  exprefsly  and 
openly,  that  men  are  not  obliged  to  keep  their 
promife,  that  princes  may  be  dethroned  by  thofe 
that  differ  from  them  in  religion,  or  that  the  do- 
minion of  all  things  belongs  only  to  themfelves. 
For  thefe  things,  propofed  thus  nakedly  and 
plainly,  would  foon  draw  on  them  the  eye  and 
hand-  of  the  magillrate,  and  awaken  all  the  care 
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©f  the  commonwealth  to  a  watchfuhiefs  again/? 
the  fpreading  of  fo  dangerous  an  eviL  But,  ne- 
verthelefs,  we  find  thofe  that  fay  the  fame  things 
in  other  words.  What  elfc  do  they  mean  who 
teach,  *  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics?*' 
Their  meaning,  forfooth,  is,  that  the  privilege  of 
breaking  faith  belongs  unto  themfelves  ;  for  they 
declare  all  that  are  not  of  their  communion  to  be 
heretics,  or  at  lead  they  declare  them  fo  whenfo-  fl 
ever  they  think  fit.  What  can  be  the  meaning 
of  their  afferting,  *  that  kings  excommunicated 
forfeit  their  crowns  and  kingdoms  ?'  It  is  evident 
that  they  thereby  arrogate  unto  themfelves  the 
power  of  depofing  kings  ;  becaufe  they  challenge 
the  power  of  excommunication  as  the  peculiar 
right  of  their  hierarchy.  *  That  dominion  is 
founded  in  grace/  is  alfo  an  afTertlon  by  which- 
thofe  that  maintain  it  do  plainly  lay  claim  to  the- 
poflefiion  of  all  things  ;  for  they  are  not  fo  want, 
ing  to  themfelves  as  not  to  believe,,  or  at  lead  as 
not  to  profefs  themfelves  to  be  the  truly  pious 
and  faithful.  Thefe,  therefore,,  and  the  lik€,  who 
attribute  unto  the  faithful,  religious  and  orthodox^ 
that  is,  in  plain  terras,  unto  themfelves,  any  pe- 
culiar privilege  or  power  above  other  mortals  in. 
civil  concernments  ;.  or  who,  upon  pretence  o£ 
religion,  do  challenge  any  manner  of  authority 
over  fuch  as  are  not  aflbciated  with  them  in  their/ 
ecclefi.aftical  communion  :  I  fay,  thefe  have  na; 
right  to  be  tolerated  by  the  magiftrate,  as  neither, 
tliofe  that,  will  not  own  and  teach  the  duty  ofto^ 
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lerating  all  men  in  matters  of  mere  religion.  Foi- 
what  do  all  thefe  and  the  like  do6trines  fignify^ 
But  that  thofe  men  may,  and  are  ready,  upon  any 
occafion,  to  feize  the  government,  and  pofTefs 
themfelves  of  the  eflates  and  fortunes  of  their 
fellow- fubjeds^  and  that  they  only  aik  leave  to 
be  tolerated  by  the  magiftrate  fo  long^  until  they 
find  themfelves  flrong  enough  to  efFeft  it*^?* 

Such  are  the  wife  and  upright  reafonings  of 
this  great  man.  But  it  muft  be  owned  that  he 
did  not  purfue  them  to  their  confequences.  He 
would  have  feen,  if  he  had  done  fo,  that  intole- 
rance, in  fome  degree,  neceflarily  proceeds  fromr 
religious  eftablifliments,  and  that  thefe  cannot  fail 
to  cherifh  it^  both  in  ftates  and  in  individuals. 
Have  not  we  ourfelves  feen  inftances  in  this  coun- 
try of  perfons  being  turned  out  of  their  farms  for 
not  adhering  to  the  eftablifhed  church — and  of 
the  moft  flanderous  reports  being  propagated  re- 
fpe^ling  the  difaffedlion  to  Government,  of 
loyal  fubjeds,  purely  becaufe  they  could  not  in 
Gonfcience  remain    in    itf  ?     Thefe    proceedingSr 

*  Locke  on  Toleration,  p.  30, — ^9.  irp, — it  2.  162, — 167; 

■j-  As  might  be  expedled,  thofe  who  have  not  only  feparated 
from  the  eftabliflitnent,  but  alfo  from  all  bodies  refembling  it, 
have  in  the  mod  explicit  manner  maintained  the  duty  of  Chri- 
ftians  to  obey  and  honour  the  Government  on  fcriptural  grounds*^ 
The  more  excellent  we  efteem  our  civil  conftitution  to  be,  tha 
more  grateful  to  God  we  will  be  for  it.  But  obedience  to  ou» 
governors  (lands  upon  a  different  foundation  ;  namely,  the  ex»- 
prefs  oommandmentsof  God.  which  are  equally  binding  on  everjt 
Chtiflian  under  every  form  of  g.overnraent.    Thefe,  like,  manje 
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are  indeed inconfiftent  with  the  mild  and  juft  fpirit 
of  our  happy  government,  but  they  are  the  neccl- 
fary  effects  of  a  civil  eftablilhment  of  religion. 

The  feuds  and  contentions  excited  by  the  union 
of  church  and  ftate,  are  well  defcribed  by  Mr  Locke. 
*  Let  us  therefore,'  fays  he,  '  deal  plainly.  The 
magiftrate  is  afraid  of  other  churches,  but  not  of 
his  own,  becaufe  he  is  kind  and  favourable  to  the 
one,  but  fevere  and  cruel  to  the  other.  Thefe  he 
treats  like  children,  and  indulges  them  in  wanton- 
nefs;  thofe  he  ufes  as  {laves,and  howblamelefsly 
foever  they  demean  themfelves,  recompenfes  them 
no  otherwife  than  by  gallies,  prifons,  confifcations 
and  death.  Thefe  he  cherifiies  and  defends  ; 
thofe  he  continually  fcourges  and  opprefles.     Let 

other  of  Chrift's  precepts,  areabfurd  in  the  eyes  of  worldly  men, 
and  of  not  a  few  profefled  Chriftians.  They  feem  to  imply  indiffe- 
rence about  good  government ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 
Chriftians  may  and  muft  feel  the  difference  between  a  good  and 
a  bad  government,  but  under  both  they  are  to  fubmit.  or  quietly- 
leave  the  country.  Although  this  fentiment  fecures  the  fubjec- 
tion  of  Chriftians,  fo  far  as  they  are  influenced  by  the  authority 
of  God,  yet  it  is  often  not  very  agreeable,  even  to  governors,  be- 
caufe it  pays  them  no  compliment,  but  fubmits  equally  to  the 
evil  and  the  froward  as  to  the  gentle  and  the  good.  It  will  be 
found,  however,  to  be  the  only  fteady  principle  of  obedfence. 
Nothing  is  fo  fiu<3:uating  as  human  opinion.  The  man  who  ad- 
mired the  conftitution  to-day,  may,  through  fome  difguft  he  has 
conceived,. abhor  it  to-morrow.  If  the  precept  to  obey  governors 
only  regards  thofe  who  are  good,  the  word  of  God  may  be  quo- 
ted at  all  times  in  vindication   of  fedition  and   rebellion,  for  no 

one  rebels  againft   a  government  which  he  thinks  good See 

Mr  Ewing  and  Mr  Braid  vvodd'sSernaons,  and  Addrefs  on  Politi- 
cal Opinions  by  Mr  R.  Haldarie. 
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him  turn  the  tables,  or  let  thofe  dlflenters  enjoj' 
but  the  fame  privileges  in  civils  as  his  other  fub** 
jefts,  and  he  will  quickly  find  that  thefe  religiou^ 
meetings  will  be  no  longer  dangerous  ;  for  if  men 
enter  into  feditious  confpiracies,  it  is  not  religion 
that  infplres  them  to  it  in  their  meetings,  but 
their  fufferings  and  oppreflions  that  make  them 
willing  to  eafe  themfelves.  Juft  and  moderate 
governments  are  every  where  quiet,  every  where 
fafe  ;  but  opprcflion  raifes  ferments,  and  m;akes 
men  llruggle  to  caft  off  an  uneafy  and  tyrannical 
yoke.  I  know  that  feditions  are  very  frequently 
raifed  upon  pretence  of  religion  ;  but  it  is  as  true^ 
that  for  religion  fubjefls  are  frequently  ill-treated, 
and  live  miferably.  Believe  me,  the  flirs  that 
are  made  proceed  not  from  any  peculiar  temper 
of  this  or  that  church  or  religious  fociety,  but 
from  the  common  difpofition  of  all  mankind,  who,^ 
when  they  groan  under  any  heavy  burden,  en- 
deavour naturally  to  fliake  off  the  yoke  that  galls 
their  necks.  Suppofe  this  bufinefs  of  religion 
were  let  alone,  and  that  there  were  fome  other 
diftinftion  made  between  men  and  men,  upon  ac- 
count of  their  different  complexions,  fhapes,  and 
features,  fo  that  thofe  who  have  black  hair,  for 
example,  or  grey  eyes,  fhould  not  enjoy  the  fame 
privileges  as  other  citizens,  that  they  fliould  not 
be  permitted  either  to  buy  or  fell,  or  live  by  their 
calling  ;  that  parents  fhould  not  have  the  govern- 
ment and  education  of  their  owm  children ;  that 
they  fhould  either  be  excluded  from  the  bene&t  of 
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the  laws,  or  meet  with  partial  judges — can  it 
be  doubted  but  thefe  perfons,  thus  diftinguifhed 
from  others  by  the  colour  of  their  hair  and  their 
eyes,  and  united  together  by  one  common  perfe- 
cution,  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the  magiftrare  as 
any  others  that  had  aflbciated  themfelves  merely 
upon  the  account  of  religion  ?  Some  enter  into 
company  for  trade  and  profit ;  others,  for  want  of 
bufmefs,  have  their  clubs  for  claret  j  neighbour- 
hood joins  fome,  and  religion  others.  But  there 
Is  one  only  thing  which  gathers  people  into  fcdi- 
tious  commotions,  and  that  is  oppreflion. 

*  You  will  fay,  *  What !  will  you  have  people 
to  meet  at  divine  fervice  againft  the  magiftrate's 
will  ?'  I  anfwer,  Why,  I  pray,  againft  his  will  ? 
Is  it  not  both  lawful  and  neceffary  that  they 
fiiould  meet  ?  Againft  his  will,  do  you  fay  ?  that 
is  what  I  complain  of.  That  is  the  very  root  of 
all  the  mifchief.  Why  are  aflemblies  lefs  fuflfer- 
able  in  a  church  than  in  a  theatre  or  market  ? 
Thofe  that  meet  there  are  not  either  more  vici- 
ous or  more  turbulent  than  thofe  that  meet  elfe- 
where.  The  bufinefs  in  that  is,  that  they  are  ilU 
ufed,  and  therefore  they  are  not  to  be  fufFered. 
Take  away  the  partiality  that  is  ufed  towards 
them  in  matters  of  common  right,  change  the 
laws,  take  away  the  penalties  unto  which  they 
are  fubje^led,  and  all  things  will  immediately  be- 
come fafe  and  peaceable.  Nay,  thofe  that  are 
averfe  to  the  religion  of  the  magiftrate  will  think 
themfelves  fo  much  the  more  bound  to  maintain 
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the  peace  of  the  commonwealth,  as  their  condition 
is  better  in  that  place  than  elfewhere  ;  and  all  the 
feveral  feparate  congregations,  like  fo  many 
guardians  of  the  public  peace,  will  watch  one 
another,  that  nothing  may  be  innovated  or  chan- 
ged in  the  government ;  becaufe  they  can  hope 
for  nothing  better  than  what  they  already  enjoy, 
that  is,  an  equal  condition  with  their  fellow- fub- 
je6ts,  under  a  juft  and  moderate  government. 
Now,  if  that  church  which  agrees  in  religion 
with  the  prince  be  efteemed  the  chief  fupport  of 
any  civil  government,  and  that  for  no  other  rea- 
fon,  as  has  already  been  ftiewn,  than  becaufe  the 
prince  is  kind  and  the  laws  are  favourable  to  it, 
how  much  greater  will  be  the  fecurity  of  a  go- 
vernment, where  all  good  fubjefts,  of  whatfoever 
church  they  be,  without  any  diftinftion  upon  ac- 
count of  religion,  enjoying  the  fame  favour  with 
the  prince,  and  the  fame  benefit  of  the  laws,  fhall 
become  the  common  fupport  and  guard  of  it,  and 
where  none  will  have  any  occafion  to  fear  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  laws  but  thofe  that  do  injuries  to 
their  neighbours,  and  offend  againft  the  civil 
peace.'  — 

*  We  mull  therefore  feek  another  caufe  of  thofe 
evils  that  are  charged  upon  religion  ;  and  if  we 
confider  right,  we  (hall  find  it  to  confift  wholly  in 
the  fubjed:  that  T  am  at  prefent  treating  of.  It  is 
not  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  which  cannot  be 
avoided,  but  the  refufal  of  toleration  to  thofe  that 
are  of  different  opinions,  which  might  -liave  been 
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granted,  that  has  produced  all  the  buftles  and 
wars  that  have  been  in  the  Chriflian  world  upon 
account  of  religion.  The  heads  and  leaders  of 
the  church,  moved  by  avarice  and  infatiable  de- 
fire  of  dominion,  making  ufe  of  the  immoderate 
ambition  of  magiftrates,  and  the  credulous  fuper- 
llition  of  the  giddy  multitude,  have  incenfed  and 
animated  them  againft  thofe  that  diflent  from 
themfelves,  by  preaching  unto  them,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  the  precepts  of  cha- 
rity, that  fchifmatics  and  heretics  are  to  be  root- 
ed out  of  their  pofleflions,  and  deftroyed.  And 
thus  have  they  mixed  together,  and  confounded 
two  things  that  are  in  themfelves  moft  different, 
the  church  and  the  commonwealth.  Now,  as  it 
is  very  difficult  for  men  patiently  to  fuffer  them- 
felves to  be  flripped  of  the  goods  which  they  have 
got  by  their  honed  induftry,  and,  contrary  to  all 
the  laws  of  equity,  both  human  and  divine,  to  be 
delivered  up  for  a  prey  to  other  mens  violence 
and  rapine,  efpecially  when  they  are  otherwife 
altogether  blamelefs,  and  that  the  occafion  for 
which  they  are  thus  treated  does  not  at  all  belong 
to  the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  magiftrate,  but  entirely 
to  the  confcience  of  every  particular  man,  for  the 
condudl  of  which  he  is  accountable  to  God  only  ; 
What  elfe  can  be  expelled,  but  that  thefe  men, 
growing  weary  of  the  evils  under  which  they  la- 
bour, fliould  in  the  end  think  it  lawful  for  them 
to  refill  force  with  force,  and  to  defend  their  na- 
tural rights,  which   are  not  forfeitable  upon  ac- 
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•ount  of  religion,  with  arms,  as  well  as  they  can  ? 
That  this  has  been  hitherto  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
things,  is  abundantly  evident  in  hiftory,  and  that 
it  will  continue  to  be  fo  hereafter  is  but  too  ap- 
parent in  reafon.  It  cannot  indeed  be  otherwife, 
fo  long  as  the  principle  of  perfecution  for  religion 
ihall  prevail,  as  it  has  done  hitherto  with  magi- 
llrate  and  people,  and  fo  long  as  thofe  that  ought 
to  be  the  preachers  of  peace  and  concord  fliall 
continue,  with  all  their  art  and  ftrength,  to  excite 
men  to  arms,  and  found  the  trumpet  of  war  *.' 

I  am  perfuaded  no  apology  is  neceflary  for  en- 
riching thefe  pages  with  extrads  from  a  work, 
which  firft  gave  to  this  country  the  tone  of  mode- 
ration, the  fruits  of  which  we  enjoy,  and  for 
which  we  have  abundant  caufe  to  be  thankful. 
Whether  then  we  conlider  the  effe£t  of  religious 
eflablifhments  upon  Ghriftians — on  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel — or  upon  the  peace  of  fociety,  we  {hall 
fee  reafon  to  conclude,  that,  as  they  are  unfcrip- 
tural,  they  are  alfo  hurtful.  The  quietnefs  and 
peace  which  we  have  fo  long  enjoyed  in  this 
country,  have  arifen  in  a  great  meafure  from  the 
ample  toleration  with  which  we  are  favoured. 
When  we  look  forward,  the  profpe6V  is  pleafing  ; 
Ghriftians  feem  daily  to  be  increafmg  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  refpedling  this  fub- 
jecl,  and  many  of  them  fee  it  their  duty  and  pri- 
vilege to  withdraw  from  a  fituation  fo  unfriendly 
.  to  their  growth  in  grace. 

*  Locke  on  Toleration,  pp.177, — ^^5*  ^9^> — ^9'7' 
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Our  rulers  need  not  be  alarmed  by  this  defec- 
tion. Thofe  who  follow  the  word  of  God  will 
never  endeavour  by  violence  or  intrigue  to  over- 
turn the  religious  eftablifhment,  however  much 
they  may  difapprove  of  it.  Even  politicians 
feem  to  be  more  and  more  perfuaded  of  the  im- 
propriety of  interfering  with  men  about  religion, 
and  the  more  they  a£t  upon  this  principle,  the 
better  opportunity  will  they  have  to  obferve  the 
happy  efFe£ls  of  the  gofpel  on  fociety. 

Magiftrates  have  a6ted  over  again  the  fable  of 
the  hen  which  laid  the  golden  eggs.  The  boy, 
not  fatisfied  with  an  egg  a  day,  killed  the  hen 
that  he  might  receive  the  whole  treafure  at  once, 
ftnd  thus  loft  all.  Had  the  rulers  of  the  world 
left  religion  to  itfelf,  they  would  have  reaped  the 
advantage  of  it ;  but  grafping  at  too  much — at- 
tempting to  employ  it  as  an  engine  of  ftale,  it 
Jias  recoiled  upon  themfelves,  and  filled  the  world 
ivith  bloodfned  and  mifery. 
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JriAViNG  thus  attempted  to  ftate  the  account  in" 
the  word  of  God  of  the  focial  worfliip  and  ordi- 
nances obferved  bj  the  firft  Chriftians,  I  cannot 
conclude  without  addreffing  a  few  words  to  my 
brethren  in  Chrifl:.  How  beautifully  fimple  are 
all  the  ordinances  of  Jefus  I  How  much  adapted 
to  every  fituation  in  which  we  can  be  placed  1 
We  may  confider  them  as  fo  many  channels 
through  which  the  Lord  communicates  fpiritual 
bleflings  to  his  people.  Our  obligation  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  however,  does  not  refl  on  their  fuita- 
blenefs,  or  on  the  benefit  which  we  are  likely  to 
receive  from  them.  They  are  all  enjoined  by  the 
Lord,  and  if  we  obferve  them  from  reg;ard  to  his 
authority,  we  Ihall  experience  the  bleflings  con- 
ne£led  with  them.  "  If  a  man  love  me,"  faid 
Jefus,  ''  he  will  keep  my  words  ;  and  my  Father 
will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  to  him,  and 
make  our  abode  with  him,"  Johnxiv.  23.  Thus 
has  he  connected  our  growth  in  grace  and  our 
experience  of  his  power  to  fave,  with  obedience 
to  his  commandments.  Let  us  never  forget  then 
that  all  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  infliiuted  for 
our  good ;  that  we  may  be  more  delivered  from 
the  power  of  fm  ;  that  our  fellowfliip  may  be  with 
the  Father,   and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chriil  j  that- 
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we  may  be  more  weaned  from  the  world,  and 
prepared  for  the  inheritance  of  faints  in  light. 
If  thefe  important  coaftderations  be  not  habitually 
kept  in  view,  we  (hall  be  in  danger  of  perverting 
and  abufing  the  ordinances  ;  they  will  become  a 
mere  bodily  fervice,  and  we  fliall  confequently 
derive  little  or  no  benefit  from  them. 

Tliis  publication  may  fall  into  the  hands  of 
fome  Chriftians  who  are  connected  with  churches 
of  a  very  different  complexion  from  thofe  deli- 
neated in  the  foregoing  pages.  1  am  far  from 
wifhing  you,  my  brethren,  to  walk  by  my  light. 
I  only  requell  you  to  enquire  '*  what  faith  the 
Scripture?"  It  is  unworthy  your  character,  as 
believers,  to  treat  any  thing  conne£ted  with  reli- 
gion with  indifference.  We  ought  ever  to  trem- 
ble at  the  word  of  God,  and  to  remember  that  it 
is  our  duty  to  liflen  with  the  moft  ferious  atten- 
tion to  whatever  our  great  Lawgiver  has  conde- 
fcended  to  teach.  A  diftindlion  of  greater  and 
lefs  amongft  the  commandments  of  Chrifl  has 
been  admitted  to  a  certain  extent.  This  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  word  of  God  ;  but  how  much  has 
it  been  abufed  by  men — how  much  has  it  been 
mifapplied  even  by  the  difeiples  of  Jefus  ?  What 
are  called  his  lefTer  commandments  have  been 
treated  as  matters  of  indifference,  deferving  nei- 
ther attention  nor  ferious  regard.  Let  us  remem- 
ber however  that  they  are  all  greatly  important, 
that  they  all  deferve   our   molt   ferious  coulidera* 
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lion,  and  that  the  wilful  negled  of  any  of  them  is 
rebellion  again (1  the  Lord. 

Under  the  law,  prefumptuous  fins  might  be 
committed  in  things  not  in  themfelves  of  any  im- 
portance. To  have  negledled  wilfully  any  of  the 
purifications  prefcribed  by  Mofes,  which  could  only 
fan£lify  to  the  purifying  of  the  flefli,  would  have 
been  to  defpife  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  tliat 
foul  would  have  been  cut  otf.  We  are  under  a 
better  and  more  excellent  difpenfation,  by  whicii 
we  receive  not  the  fpirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,  but 
the  fpirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry  Abba,  Fa- 
ther ;  but  our  God  is  alfo  a  confuming  fire,  and 
it  is  needful  for  us  to  worftiip  him  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear. 

Ye  are  not  ignorant,  beloved,  of  Satan's  de- 
vices, nor  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  your  own  hearts. 
Ye  know  how  apt  we  all  are  to  impofe  upon  our- 
felves  and  to  omit  or  negle6l  whatever  duty  our 
eircumftances  render  peculiarly  difagreeable.  So 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  my  own  obfervation,  few 
Chriftians  who  have  examined  the  fubje6l  of  the 
foregoing  pages  with  any  attention,  are  fully  fatis- 
fied  in  their  minds,  while  continuing  in  unfcrip- 
tural  churches.  Although  the  form  of  thefe 
churches  remains  the  fame  as  it  was  two  hundred, 
years  ago,  the  degree  of  information  pofleiled  by 
believers  connefted  witli  them  is  very  different,. 
Formerly  they  thought  they  did  God  fervice  in 
fighting  with  the  fword  againll:  error  and  herefy. 
Ye  know  that  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not 
0.13 
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(Carnal.  They  confidered  toleration  as  a  crying' 
fin  ;  ye  condemn  peifrciition  for  religion,  and  yef 
many  of  you  continue  members  of  churches, 
which  inftead  of  holding  forth  in  their  ftandards 
the  form  of  found  words,  declare  that  the  magif- 
trate  hath  authority,  and  ought  to  fupprefs  all 
herefy*.  They  confidered  claffical  prefbytery  as^ 
almoft  eflential  to  Chriftianity ;  many  of  you  are 
perfuaded  that  thexvord  of  God  gives  it  no  coun- 
tenance, and  yet  ye  remain  in  churches  under  fucb 
jurifdi(5lion. 

Let  me  intreat  you  feriaufly  to  confider  the  ef- 
fe^ls  of  your  condud.  Beware  of  refilling  con- 
virion,  of  triiSing  with  light  on  matters  of  ever- 
laftifig  importance  to  yourfelves  and  others.  Can- 
didly .examine  the  fubjecl  by  the  unerring  word 
of  prophecy.  Ye  fay,  perhaps,  that  *  you  cannot 
perceive  any  diflinct  and  politive  rules  on  this 
fabje£l  in  tl>e  Scriptures :  it  would  have  beeiv 
more  clearly  delineated,  if  God  had  intended  us 
to  walk  by  it.'  But  confider,  in  what  temper 
have  you  fearched  for  it  ?  Was  it  under  the  in- 
fluence of  prejudice,  and  a  dcfire  to  be  eftablifhed- 
in  your  preconceived  opinions?  Was  it  while 
a(3:ing  in  fome  refpe£ls  contrary  to  your  convic- 
tions of  daty  ?  Was  it  under  the  impreffion  of 
the  fear  of  man,  or  the  dread  of  lofing  your 
friends,  your  refpedability,  your  ufefulnefs  f ,  or 

*  See  Confeffion  of  Faith,  chap,  xxiii. 

I  The  idea  of  mainlainin;?  our  ufefulnefs  at  the  cxpence  of 
any  pan  of  duty,  is  p:rh?ps  the  moft  fubtle  a  ode  in  which  felf- 
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J^our  emoluments  ?  If  fo,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  ye  can  perceive  no  rule  for  the  fecial 
worfliip  of  believers  in  the  word  of  God.  He 
who  hefitates  between  God  and  the  world  will 
neceflarilj,  whatever  his  fufpicions  concerning 
duty  may  have  been,  be  unftable  in  all  his  ways. 
Let  not  that  man  expeft  to  receive  wifdom  from 
the  Lord.  He  doth  not  afk  in  faith.  But  if 
it  be  your  defire  to  know  the  will  of  Chrift,  be 
the  confequences  what  they  may  j  if  ye  are  de- 
termined to  go  forth  to  him  without  the  camp, 
bearing  his  reproach  ;  if  ye  difregard  the  honour 
which  Cometh  from  men,  when  compared  with 
the  honour  which  Cometh  from  God  only  ;  if  in 
this  temper  ye  will  fearch  the  Scriptures,  with 
prayer  to  the  Father  of  lights,  ye  fhall  find  new 
caufe  to  admire  the  faithfulnefs  of  him  of  whom 
Mofes,  in  this  and  every  other  refpeft,  was  but 
the  ftiadow. 

Ye  will  fee  by  what  goes  before,  that  the 
charge  of  party- fpirit,  when  endeavouring  to  lead 
men  to  obey  the  truth,  gives  me  no  uneafinefs  on 
my  own  account.     Gonfifteni  believers  in  Jeftis 

rightcoufnefs  works.  It  difcovers  at  bottom  much  unbelief  and 
want  of  confidence,  both  in  the  wifdam  and  power  of  the  Lord,-, 
and  it  is  a  dreadfui  deception  we  put  upon  our  own  minds,  and 
highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  God  whenever  we  adl  on  the 
principle  that  the  plans  of  his"  government  will  be  bed  pTomotett 
by  difpenSng  with  any  of  his  laws.  Yet  the  plea  of  ufefulnefs 
in  ercufe  for  adhering  to  Antichriftian  connedilons,  and  retain- 
ing Antichriftian  fituatiotts,  is  the  laft  relbrt  of  many  a  galled 
Confcience, 
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fliuft  ever  be  a  party  fpoken  againft  by  the  worTcT 
lying  ill  wickednefs,  and  their  zeal  for  the  con- 
veriion  of  linners,  or  for  the  edification  of  theii? 
Chriftian  brethren,  muft  ever  be  deemed  party- 
fpirit.  Nor  muft  they  expe6l  altogether  to  tfcape 
the  cenfure  of  ChrKtians,  while  Chriftians  remain 
fo  much  conformed  to  the  world  in  religion,  as 
well  as  in  other  r^fpecls. 

1  have,  throughout,  endeavoured  to  fhevv  how 
much  fcriptural  order  and  difcipline  promote  the 
experience  and  power  of  religion  in  the  hearts  of 
believers,  and  how  abfurd,  and  even  impious,  is 
the  idea  of  Chrift's  leiTcr  commandments  interfe- 
ring with  his  greater.  No  ;  like  a  well  con- 
ftru<^1ed  building,  where  every  part  mutually 
ftrengthens  and  fupports  the  red,  the  command- 
ments :0£  Chrift  are  a  confiiisnt  whole,  and 
where  one  is  negleded,  th*. force  of  all  upon  the 
heart  is  proportionally  weakened.  This  fliouid 
excite  us  to  live  nearer  to  God,  to  ftudy  with 
more  earnellnefs  his  blelTed  word,  to  cry  after 
wifdom,  and  lift  up  our  voice  for  underftanding  y 
thus  fhall  we,  more  and  more,  .  fee  wondrous 
things  in  his  law,  and  our  hearts  be  more  en- 
larged to  run  in  the  way  of  his  precepts. 

We  are  all  but  too  apt  to- fall  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  world,   to  allow  our  hearts  to  be  overcharged'; 
with  the  cares,  the  pleafures,  and  the  entanglements  ■ 
of  this   life.      In   proportion  as  we  view  eternal 
things  in  their  reality  and  importance,  the  things- 
of  time  will  appear  fmall,  and  comparatively  in- 
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fignificant,  and  when  they  acquire  an  undue  af- 
cendency,  they  draw  away  our  hearts  from  God, 
produce  a  carelefs  and  lukewarm  flate  of  mind^ 
and  lead  us  to  trifle  with  the  authority  of  God 
our  Saviour. 

It  is  incalculable  of  how  much  comfort  and 
enjoyment  we  are  deprived,  by  forgetting  the  ex- 
hortation which  fpeaketh  to  us  as  to  children, 
'*  My  fon,  give  me  thine  heart  ;"  that  is,  by  for- 
getting the  firft  and  great  commandment  of  the 
law.  Jefus  frequently  upbraided  his  difciple? 
with  their  unbelief.  What  caufe  have  we  to  la- 
ment that  this  fin  fo  eafily  befets  us  !  To  what>lfe 
is  it  owing,  that  notwithftanding  all  his  kindnefs 
and  care,  we  are  ever  fo  prone  to  diftruft  him, 
and  to  fhrink  from  what  we  at  leaft  fufpe£t  to  be 
the  path  of  duty,  by  faying,  "  there  is  a  lion  in 
the  way,  I  fhall  be  (lain  in  the  ftreets  ?"  Let  u* 
trull  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,  and  fo  fhall  we 
dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  we  fhall  be  fed. 
Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteouC- 
nefs,  and  all  other  things  fhall  be  added  unto  you. 
Let  us  more  decidedly  count  all  things  but  lofs, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus. 
Let  us  hear  him  faying,  He  that  hath  my  com- 
mandments, and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth 
me  ;  and  in  obferving  them,  let  us  work  out  our 
own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is. 
God  which  worketh  in  us,  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleafure. 

perhaps  you  will  fay,  <  We  fee  imperfedions  iu 
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all  churclies,  and  therefore  we  do  not  think  it  necefl' 
iary  to  leave  that  church  with  which  we  are  con- 
Refted.  Purity  of  Communion  is  indeed  defire- 
able,  but  experience  proves  it  is  not  attainable.' 
It  would  be  indeed  ftrange  if  you  did  not  fee  im- 
perfeftions  in  churches  cornpofed  of  imperfe£l 
and  finful  men.  You  may  fee  alfo  imperfedlions 
in  their  mode  of  adminiilering  fome  of  the  laws 
of  Chrift.  But  they  acknowledge  no  imperfect 
ftandard  ;  their  flandard  is  the  perfeft  word  of 
God.  They  are  not  tied  down  by  precedents  to 
perpetuate  error.  They  profefs  to  be  fenfible 
that  they  ftill  need  inftrudion,  and  that  they  are* 
ready,  in  all  things,  to  fubmit  to  it,  and  you  have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  profeffion. 
Point  out  to  them  wherein  they  are  deficient ; 
fliew  them  the.  more  excellent  way  contained  in 
the  Scriptures.  If  they  reject  the  authority  of 
Chrift,  have  no  fellowfhip  with  them,  but  re- 
member, their  obftinacy  will  not  juftify  you  in 
continuing  where  there  are  ftill  greater  abomina- 
tions. 

Do  not  fay  that  purity  of  communion  is  im- 
pra6ticable.  There  was  fuch,  fo  far  as  we  plead 
for  it,  in  the  apoftolic  churches  ;  there  is  fuch  in- 
every  church  of  Chrift  attending  to  his  voice.. 
Falfe  brethren  may  unawares  creep  in,  but  by 
the  whokfome  difcipline  of  Chrift's  houfe,  they 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  manifeft  and 
put  away  j  and   thus   the   believers,   fo  far  from. 
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being  injured,  fliall  be   warned   and  profited  bj 
their  exclufion. 

But  what  fliall  we  fay  of  thofe  who  aire  ever  rea- 
dy to  exclaim  againft  the  order  of  the  churches  with 
which  they  are  themfelves  conne6ted,  and  to  ap- 
prove of  others  with  which  they  have  no  fellowfliip? 
Is  this  to  tremble  at  the  word  of  God  ?  Is  this  to 
4:onfefs  Chrift  as  your  Lord  and  Mailer  ?  Surely 
this  ought  not  fo  to  be.  Brethren,  let  me  befeech 
you  to  confider  the  importance  of  attending  to  all 
■the  ordinances  of  Chrift  in  purity.  This  is  mudi 
connected  with  your  own  progrefs  and  comfort, 
and  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  everlafting  gofpel. 
Beware  then  of  treating  them  lightly.  Beware 
of  ufing  arguments  to  convince  others  of  the  futi- 
lity of  which  ye  yourfelves  are  convinced.  God 
is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all.  Let  us 
walk  as  children  of  light.  Let  us  not  handle  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully,  but  by  manifellation  of 
the  truth  commend  ourfelves  to  every  man's  con- 
fcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  Let  us  caft  off  the 
works  of  darknefs,  and  put  on  the  armour  of 
light,  earnellly  defiring  to  follow  God  fully  our- 
felves, and  to  lead  others  to  be  like-minded.  In 
order  to  do  fo,  we  muft  take  up  the  crofs.  We 
muft  become  aliens  perhaps  to  our  mother's  bre- 
thren, as  the  Lord  became  for  our  fakes  ;  but 
greater  is  he  that  is  with  us,  than  all  who  can  be 
againft  us.  If  we  forfake  houfes,  or  lands,  or 
friends,  for  Chrift 's  fake  and  the  gofpel's,  we  fliall 
in  the  prefent  time  receive  an  hundred  fold,   and 
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in  the  world  to  come  life  everlafting.  Many  dif 
ficulties  often  prefent  themfelves  to  hedge  up  our 
way,  and  to  prevent  us  from  walking  in  the  path 
of  duty  ;  but  thefe  are  only  trials  of  our  faith .^ 
Yet  fuch  is  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  human  heart," 
that  we  are  apt  to  interpret  what  is  difagreeable 
to  flefh  and  blood,  as  if  it  were  the  voice  of  pro- 
vidence intimating  to  us  that  we  ought,  not- 
withftanding  our  fcruples,  to  remain  in  our  pre- 
fent fituation. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  plaufible  things 
may  be  faid,  and  have  been  faid  againft  the  order 
of  a  church  as  recorded  in  the  Scriptures.  The 
plaineft  fubjed  may  be  perplexed  by  fubtle  dif- 
putants,  and  by  a  multitude  of  words*  This  is 
peculiarly  the  cafe  in  whatever  refpe£ls  religion. 
Man  is  naturally  prejudiced  againft  the  whole 
revelation  of  God.  Although  he  may  appear  to 
approve  of  fome  do£lrines  and  precepts  delivered 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  fo  far  to  be  of  one  mind 
with  God,  there  is  always  an  efTential  difference 
between  the  true  meaning  of  the  doctrines  as  de- 
livered by  God,  and  their  import  as  apprehended 
by  the  natural  man.  We  are  ingenious  in  devi- 
ling objeftions  againft  what  we  diflike.  While 
man  is  fo  flow  in  underftanding  the  truth,  that 
nothing  fliort  of  the  Almighty  power  of  God  can 
make  him  receive  it,  he  is  proportionally  acute  in 
difcerning  whatever  is  oppofed  to  it  ;  and  hence 
the  Lord  warns  his  difciples,  that  except  they 
become  as  little  children,  they  fliall  not  enter  the 
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kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and  again  it  is  written,  If 
any  man  will  be  wife  in  this  world,  let  him  be- 
come a  fool  that  be  may  be  wife.  One  of  the 
eflfei^s  of  the  gofpel  on  the  heart,  is  to  call  down 
imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth 
itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God.  The  more 
that  we  have  experienced  this,  the  more  doubtful 
fliall  we  be  of  our  own  rcafonings,  and  confe- 
quently  the  lefs  liable  to  be  tojGTed  to  and  fro  with 
every  wind  of  do6trine,  by  the  ileight  of  men  and 
cunning  craftinefs,  v^rhereby  they  lie  in  wait  to 
deceive. 

But,  be  it  fo  that  the  precife  order  of  Chriftian 
churches  may  be  deemed  ambiguous  and  difputa- 
ble,  let  us  at  leaft  be  confiftent  in  our  pra6lice. 
The  ordinances  which  ye,  brethren,  obferve  are 
equally  liable  to  be  difputed  with  many  you  ne- 
gleft.  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  as  flrong  evi- 
dence has  been  brought  forward  for  various  ordi- 
nances which  you  do  not  obferve,  as  you  can 
bring  for  thofe  you  do.  While  you  condemn 
popifh  tradition  in  words,  you  thus  juftify  it  by 
your  pradice,  for  it  is  only  the  fanftion  of  the 
Romifti  church  whigh  gives  various  ordinances 
to  which  you  attach  the  greateft  refpeft,  a  fupe- 
riority  over  others  which  you  deem  to  be  merely 
flrifes  of  words,  and  undeferving  ferious  regard. 
Such  indeed  is  the  prejudice  againft  them,  that 
thofe  who  obferve  them  are  confidercd  by  many 
Chriftians  as  only  occupied  about  the  outworks 
of  religion,  or  perhaps  as  merely  affeding  fingu- 
Rr 
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laritj.  Thus,  brethren,  do  ye  call  a  flumbling- 
block  in  their  way,  and  tempt  them  to  trifle  with 
the  conviflions  of  confcience.  How  often  are 
our  Lord's  words  mifapplied  !  *'  Ye  pay  tithe," 
faid  he  to  hypocritical  profefTors,  "  of  mint,  and 
anife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the  weigh- 
tier matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and 
faith  :  thefe  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to 
leave  the  other  undone."  Had  they  negle£led 
tithing  thefe  things,  it  would  have  been  highly 
finful ;  yet  this  text  is  often  ufed  to  expofe  atten- 
tion to  what  are  called  fmaller  matters  in  religion, 
as  if  this  were  the  mark  of  a  weak  and  fuperfli- 
tious  mind. 

Let  us  always  remember,  that  although  we  are 
placed  under  a  very  different  difpenfation  from 
the  Jewifb,  fo  far  from  our  being  permitted  to 
trifle  with  any  of  the  commandments  of  Jefus, 
we  are  aflured  that  the  guilt  of  this  is  mod  ag- 
gravated, and  the  puniftiment  moft  exemplary. 
*'  He  that  defpifed  Mofes'  law  died  without  mer- 
cy, under  two  or  three  witnefles  ;  of  how  much 
forer  punifliment,  fuppofc  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought 
worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of 
God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant 
wherewith  he  was  fanftified  an  unholy  thing,  and 
hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace?"  Heb. 
X.  28,  29.  I  admit  that  this  refers,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  dire£l  apoflafy  from  the  profeffion  of  the 
gofpel,but  it  alfo  undoubtedly  applies  to  the  con- 
tempt of  any  of  the  commandments  of  Jefus ; 
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Tor  by  our  obedience  we  tellify  our  love  to  him, 
and  confefs  his  name  before  men. 

Falfe  reports,  the  mod  abfurd  and  ridiculous, 
are  often  propagated  refpe6ting  thofe  churches 
who  obferve  fcriptural  order.  Their  fentiments 
and  practice  are  grofsly  mifreprefented,  and  this,  I 
doubt  not,  tends  not  a  little  to  prejudife  many 
againft  them.  But  remember  that  Chrift  wait 
blafphemed  as  ftirring  up  the  people,  and  it  was 
affirmed  that  his  apoftles  faid,  "  Let  us  do  evil  that 
good  may  come."  Men  too  often  juftify  their  ne- 
gle6t  of  the  commandment  of  Chrift,  to  turn  away 
from  fuch  as  have  a  form  of  godlinefs  but  deny 
the  power  thereof,  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  by  reprefenting 
the  fellowfliip  of  fcriptural  churches  alfo  as  im- 
pure ;  but  if  this  were  the  cafe,  it  would  only  prove 
their  inattention  to  the  laws  of  Chrift,  and  would 
by  no  means  juftify  others  in  negle<Sling  his  au* 
thority.  While  liftening  to  or  repeating  fuch 
reports,  however,  beware  left  ye  be  aduated  by 
improper  motives,  and  left  ye  have  fallen  into 
the  fpirit  of  the  world,  which  hates  the  difciples 
of  Chrift,  becaufe  they  teftify  againft  them  that 
their  deeds  are  evil. 

Permit  me  now  to  addrefs  thofe  who  are  mem- 
bers of  thofe  churches,  whofe  great  and  profefTed 
objed  it  is  in  all  things  to  form  themfelves  on 
the  apoftolic  model.  Brethren,  ye  have  felt  the 
yoke  of  Chrift  to  be  eafy  and  his  burden  lights 
Your  views  of  the  wifdom  of  God  difplayed  in. 
the  Scriptures,  have  been  increafed  by  your  atten- 
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tion  to  all  his  ordinances.  Ye  have  felt  the  hew 
nefit  of  them  in  your  own  experience,  and,  ia 
confequence  of  obferving  thena^  you  are,  I  truft, 
more  defirous  of  cleaving  to  the  Lord  with  pur- 
pofe  of  heart.  Let  me  remind  you,  however,  that 
ye  have  not  yet  attained,  nor  are  already  per- 
feft.  Ye  have  much  to  learn.  Perhaps  there 
are  ftill  feme  ordinances  which  you  negled,  and 
certainly  ye  do  not  perceive  the  full  glory  of  thofe 
which  ye  do  abferve. 

I  cannot  forbear  calling  your  attention,  my 
brethren,  to  what  has  been  already  adverted  to  in 
thefe  pages  refpe£ling  the  paftoral  office.  So 
long  as  churches  are  depending  on  any  acade- 
mies or  other  human  though  ufeful  inftitutions  for 
pallors,  fo  long  the  work  of  Chrift  mull'  be  much 
impeded.  Of  old,  the  Lord  raifed  up  paflors  in 
the  churches  in  anfwer  to  the  prayers  of  his  peo- 
ple. But  many  have  no  idea  of  earneft  and 
continual  prayer  on  this  account.  This  arifes 
from  remaining  darknefs  in  the  minds  of  the 
children  of  God.  But,  brethren,  ye  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  word  of  God.  Do  not  forfake  it, 
and  it  will  prove  a  lamp  to  your  paths,  and  a 
Hght  to  your  feet.  Be  not  afraid  of  being  mifled, 
by  imitating  in  all  things  the  apoftolic  churches. 
From  the  time  you  meet  together  as  a  regular  re- 
ligious aflembly,  let  it  be  your  prayer  to  the 
great  Head  of  his  people  to  fupply  you  with  all 
which  he  has  appointed  in  his  word  for  the  edi- 
Seation  of  his  people.     05er  this  prayer  kx  tht 
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faith  of  his  promifes.  Obferve  the  gifts  of  the 
members.  Let  none  remain  uncultivated  and  un- 
occupied ;  let  all  be  called  into  adion.  Look 
out  among  yourfelves  for  holy  men  of  God,  an- 
fwering  the  defcription  he  has  given,  1  Tim.  iii. 
Titus  i.  When  you  have  found  them,  let  fuch 
tsake  the  overfight  of  you  in  dependence  on  the 
grace  of  Jefus.  Give  them  what  affiftance  in  tem- 
poral things  is  in  your  power,  that  they  may  devote 
their  time  to  meditation  on  the  word  of  God,  and 
to  every  thing  which  mayincreafe  their  knowledge 
of  it,  and  enable  them  to  communicate  it  to  you. 
Do  not  imagine,  my  brethren,  that  this  will  inter- 
fere with  the  general  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel.  By 
promoting  the  edification,  and  increafing  the  num- 
bers of  the  churches,  it  will  greatly  advance  it.  I 
would  not  be  underllood  as  difluading  you  from 
feeking  after,  and  wholly  fupporting  a  pallor  or 
paftors  who  have  received  education,  and  who 
may  be  qualified  thereby  for  attradting  carelefs 
finners.  The  two  objects  are  by  no  means  in- 
compatible. Liberal  education  may  give  a 
preacher  of  the  gofpel  great  advantages.  Semi- 
naries of  learning  are  excellent  in  themfelves 
when  properly  conduced  ;  but  if  they  prevent 
churches  from  calling  to  the  paftoral  office  thofe 
who  have  not  been  educated  in  thefe,  if  they  lead 
them  to  undervalue  the  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  advanced  difciples  of  Chrift,  and  to  call 
novices*  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  the 

*"  By.  novices  I  mean  young  men,  or  others,  lately  in  the  pro-> 
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€veifight  of  the  churches,  they  may  be  prcxlu6irv<r 
of  much  evil.  But  this  arifes  only  from  thi 
abufe  of  them. 

Be  contented,  brethren,  to  be  learners  in  th« 
fchool  of  Chrift.  The  greater  progrefs  we  make 
in  religion,  the  lower  (hall  we  be  in  our  own  eyes. 
When  you  look  around  you,  you  mud  fee  the  dif* 
ference  which  God  has  made  between  you  and  a 
world  lying  in  wickednefs,  and  when  you  perceive 
fo  many  believers  in  Chriil  ftill  intoxicated  with 
the  poifon,  and  fettered  in  tbe  bondage  of  Baby- 
lon, you  muil  be  grateful  that  you  are  delivered. 
But  be  not  high  minded.  Bleffed  is  the  man  that' 
feareth  always.  Every  part  of  divine  truth  is 
calculated  to  humble  us  in  the  duft  ;  but  fuch  is. 
the  corruption  of  our  hearts,  that  we  are  ever  in 
danger  of  bein.^  puffed  U-p  by  reflefling  on  what 
we  know,  aad  this,  if  indulged,  will  blaft  our 
comfort  and  progrefs.  While  you  efteem  all  the 
commandments  of  Chrift  concerning  all  things  to 
be  right,  beware  of  ftriving  for  them  with  a  con- 
troverfial  or  dictatorial  fpirit.  Beware  of  haugh- 
ty, contemptuous,  felf.  fufficient  or  angry  treat- 
ment of  thofe  w^o  oppofe  the  order  you  obfervci 
Neither  the  pride  nor  the  wrath  of  man  work- 
eth  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  therefore  the 
fervant  of  the  Lord  muft  not  ftrive,  but  be  gentle 
unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs  in- 
ftrufting  thofe  who  oppofe  themfelves. 

fefTion  of  the  truth,  without  that  growth,  maturity  or  trial  whichi 
QjAn  only,  ufually,  be  obtained  by  time. 
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There  is  one  waj,  beloved,  by  which  you 
may  powerfully  recommend  the  inftitutions  of 
Chrift.  Shew  by  your  conduct  the  happy  efFeds 
they  have  had  on  you.  Shew  how  much  they 
have  taught  you  to  bridle  your  tongues,  to  fpeak 
evil  of  no  man,  to  be  ready  to  every  good  work. 
Be  exemplary  in  your  conduct  and  converfatioa 
in  all  the  various  relations  in  which  you  fland, 
and  ibew  that  you  are  indeed  waiting  for  the 
bleffed  hope  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  our  Saviour.  Let  it  be  evident  that 
you  are  not  under  the  dominion  of  party-fpirit, 
that  you  afl:  under  the  influence  of  habitual  fub- 
je6lion  to  our  Lord.  If  you  are  reproached  ei- 
ther by  Chriftians  or  the  world,  render  not  rail- 
ing for  railing,  but  contrariwile  bleffing.. 

Remember  that  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  may^ 
be  attended  to  in  an  improper  temper  and  fpirit?- 
Some  of  old  preached  Chrift  even  of  envy  and 
ftrife  ;  but  believers  are  reprefented  as  caft  into 
the  mould  of  the  gofpel.  All  the  ordinances 
are  intended  to  perfect  the  new  creation.  When 
a  finner  firft  hears  the  voice  of  the  Son  cf 
God,  he  may  be  compared  to  a  block  of  marble 
rudely  cut  into  the  figure  of  a  man..  Many 
ftrokes  of  the  chiflel  are  ftill  neceflary  to  give  to 
all  the  parts  their  juft  proportions.  Under  ths 
hand  of  the  artift  it  gradually  advances,  and  his 
ikill  appears  in  the  perfection  of  the  refcmblanca 
when  the  whole  is  finiftied.  Thus  the  Lord 
quickens  men  dead  in  trefpaffes,  nor  does  he  for- 
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fake  the  work  of  his  hands  till  they  are  like  Him, 
bearing  the  image  of  the  heavenly  Adam,  ^o 
this  end  are  all  his  ordinances  directed.  The  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence  promote  the  fame 
obje£t,  and  he  treats  us  as  friends  informing  us 
what  he  has  in  view,,  thus  encouraging  us  to  work 
out  our  own  falvation  with  confidence  as  well  as 
with  fear  and  trembling.  Let  us  never  forget 
then  the  importance  of  manifefting  the  fpirit  of 
Chriftians,  and  of  {hewing  how  much  we  profit 
by  the  means  we  enjoy. 

Let  every  part  of  your  condu£t  in  the  churches 
be  an  a<St  of  worfhip  and  obedience  to  Chrift. 
Without  this,  the  ordinances  will  do  you  no  goodo 
The  ordinances  themfelves  may  be  perverted  to 
pleafe  the  flefli.  When  properly  attended  to,  they 
beautifully  harmonize  with  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel.  They  are  in  fact  rhefe  doctrines  em- 
bodied, and  therefore  the  more  clofe  we  keep  to 
the  ordinances  as  delivered  by  Jefus,  the  more 
harmonious-  and  juft  will  the  reprefentation  be 
whicb  we  give  of  thefe  do£trines,  the  better  ftiall 
we  underftand  them,  and  the  more  may  we  expert 
that  by  the  bleffing  of  God  they  {hall  be  ufeful. 
to  thofe  around  us.  In  fo  far  as  we  depart  from 
the  fimplicity  of  the  ordinances,  fo  far  we  darken 
the  counfel  of  God,,  and  draw  awiay  the  attention 
of  men  to  our  own  devices^  perplexing  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  are  beginning  to  think  of  etpmaL 
things,  and  equally  injuring  our  own  foul's.    . 

Let  me  in  treat  thofe  who  are  called -to.  this 
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paftoral  office  diligently  to  ftudy  the  word  of 
God,  that  they  may  rightly  divide  it,  giving  to 
all  a  portion  in  due  feafon.  See  to  it,  my  bre- 
thren, that  in  all  refpe6ls  ye  exemplify  the  power 
of  the  doctrines  of  Chrift,  in  railing  you  above 
this  prefent  world.  Some  of  you  have  many 
temptations  to  receive  thofe  whom  the  word  of 
God  doth  not  allow  you  to  admit  into  the  churches. 
The  fupport  you  receive,  it  may  be,  is  often  fcanty. 
It  may  be  infufficient  to  maintain  you,  and  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  church,  were  you  to  regard  tempo- 
ral things,  might  be  very  defirable  on  this  ac- 
count. This  may  lead  us  to  Ihut  our  eyes 
when  perfons  apply  for  admiffion,  and  to  be  too 
defirous  to  admit  them.  But,  brethren,  be  not 
greedy  of  filthy  lucre.  Be  faithful  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard,  and  you  fliall  not  want.  The  labourer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire.  He  feeds  the  ravens  that 
cry,  and  he  will  alfo  feed  you.  Be  not  afhamed^ 
if  neceiTary,  to  follow  his  example  who  faid,  *' Yea?, 
ye  yourfelves  know  that  thefe  hands  have  mini^ 
ftered  unto  my  neceflities,  and  to  them  that  were 
with  me.  I  have  fhewed  you  all  things,  how 
that  fo  labouring  ye  ought  to  fupport  the  weak  ; 
and  to  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
how  he  faid,  It  is  more  blefled  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive," A£ls  XX.  34,  35,  Do  not  fay  the  churches 
will  fink  altogether.  No  ;  the  Lord  will  prote6l; 
and  preferve  them.  He  may  try  your  faith,  but 
he  will  not  forfake  you.  We  admire  thofe  who 
have  died   for  Jefus,  and  fhall  w£  refufe  to  en-. 
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dure  hardnefs  for  him  ?  I  know  that  many  object 
to  the  ftriclnefs  enjoined  in  the  word  of  God, 
that  bj  fuch  condu£t  we  fliould  cut  off  the  fup- 
port  of  miniflers  altogether,  that  we  could  have 
onlj  illiterate  men  for  paftors,  and  fo  forth.  But 
all  our  wifdom  will  not  promote  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift.  I  helirate  not  to  maintain,  that  if  well 
educated  minifters  can  be  procured  only  by  ne- 
glecting one  of  the  plain  injundions  of  Chrifl,  we 
had  better  be  without  them.  But  this  is  not  the 
cafe  ;  they  may  receive  a  proper  education,  and  if 
they  are  men  of  a  right  fpirit  they  will  patient- 
ly endure  affliftions  as  good  f oldie rs  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  not  feeking  great  things  for  themfelves, 
not  counting  their  lives  dear,  that  they  may  finiQi 
their  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  miniftry  they  have 
received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teftify  the  gofpel 
of  the  grace  of  God. 

Attention  to  the  admiffion  of  members  not 
only  belongs  to  the  elders,  but  to  all  the  holy 
brethren.  Let  all  the  churches  look  diligently  to 
this  matter,  for  on  this  their  peace,  harmony  and 
profperity  depend. 

Throughout  this  publication,  the  diftinfllon  be- 
tween the  obedience  which  we  owe  in  religion 
only  to  Jefus,  and  that  which,  by  his  authority,  we 
are  bound  to  give  to  our  civil  rulers,  has  been  uni- 
formly fuppofed.  Brethren,  the  condudl  of  Chri- 
ftians  in  this  matter  is  apt  to  be  mifunderftood. 
Let  us  be  careful  to  (hew,  that  while  in  religion 
\Ke  call  no  man,  father,  we  are  among  the  peace* 
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able  and  quiet  of  the  land,  being  in  fubjedion 
to  our  rulers,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  confcience 
fake.  Let  us  fliew  that  our  refufal  to  acknowledge 
any  human  authority  in  religion  does  not  proceed 
from  pride  and  diflike  of  fubordination,  but  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty.  Let  our  obedience  to  the 
powers  ordained  of  God  be  cheerful  and  exem- 
plary ;  let  us  obey,  honour,  and  give  thanks  for 
magiftratcs,  and  be  ready  to  every  good  work. 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  privileges  we  enjoy. 
Let  us  pray  for  the  peacd  and  welfare  of  our 
country,  and  thus,  by  well-doing  in  every  refpeft, 
put  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolifli  men. 
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AA^ifs,  the  Aothor's,  on  the  fubjedl  of  this  treatife,  to  Chri^ 
ftians  in  general — the  various  ordinances  of  Chrift  muft  be 
attended  to  from  regard  to  his  authority,  460.  the  crimina- 
lity of  treating  with  indifference  any  thing  in  religion,  461. 
and  of  thofe  who,  while  they  condemn  religious  perfecution, 
continue  in  churches  which  in  their  ftandards  adopt  human 
authority  in  religion,  462, 463.  no  avoiding  the  accu- 
fation  of  party-fpirit,   if   the  laws   of    Chrift  be  obeyed, 

464.  tlie  danger  of  a  worldly  fpirit,   ibid,     and  of  unbelief, 

465.  refutation  of  the  general  apology  of  there  beirigno 
pure  churches,  466.  remarks  applicable  to  thofe  who  re- 
main in  churches  againft  which  they  themfelves  exclaim,  467. 
whence  fpring  plaulible  objecflions  againft  fcriptural  churches, 
and  how  they  have  influence,  468,  ^6g,  the  evil  and  danger 
of  trifling  with  any  pairt  of  the  will  of  God,  469.  falfe  re- 
ports of  churches  ought  to  be  guarded  againft,  470.  and  the 
motives  from  which  they  are  heard  or  repeated  ought  to  be 
well  examined,  471. 

"''""''"""■  — — .— 1— .  to  members  ofChriJlian  churches — milch 
J'e't  to  be  learned  by  them,  47  r.  remarks  on  the  paftoral  office, 
471, — 4Ti*  Inquiry,  and  humility  of  mind  recommencled, 
473,  474.  the  ricceflity  of  ftridl  attention  to  every  part  of 
condudl,  474.  to  the  temper  and  fpirit  in  which  ordinances 
are  attended  to,  ibid,  of  doing  every  thing  in  the  church  as 
an  adl  of  worlhip  and  obedience  to  Chrift,  475.  of  pallors 
rfuly  qualifying  themfelves  for,  and  attending  to  their  duty, 
476,  477.  of  all  the  church  attending  carefully  to  the  ad- 
mifliion  of  members,  478. — See  Chrijiian  churches. 
Anabaptijls  of  Mu?ijler,  noticed,  11 5. 

Apo/iles,  how  qualified  to  eftablifti  the  firft  churches,  39.  the 
dignity  of  their  office,  4*.  their  powers,  44.  were  moft  par- 
ticular in  their  diredions  to  the  churches,  and  regarded  obe- 
dience to  thefe  as  of  great  importance,  45.  did  not  interfere 
with  the  civil  laws  of  nations,  50.  their  uniformity  in  the 
pradlices  they  enjoined  on  churches,  ibid,  as  fuch,  are  ftill 
alive,  and  fpeaking  to  men  by  their  word,  54.'  they  united  zeal 
for  the  converfion  of  finners,  with  ftridl  attention  to  the  wel- 
fare of  believers,  1 2  r.    colledled  churches  only  by  inftrudioa 
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and  perfuafion,  133.    held  out  no  worldly  motives  to  induce 
men  to  become  Chriftians,  137      never  afferted  their  apofto- 
lical  authority  over  the  churches  without  neccffity,  164.    can 
have  no  fucceflbrs,  210. 
Jpojlolic  churches ^  their  conftitution  examined,  129, — 173.  how 
collcdled,  133      Chrift  governed  them  by  love,  138.     devia- 
tion from  their  order  renders  any  religious  fociety  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  a  Chriftian  church,  i(Jp.     the  charadler  of  their 
members,  and  obje(5lions  to  it  anfwered,  173, — 206.    retain- 
ing improper   members,  one  caufe  of  their  defedtion,    x8o. 
the  offices  in  them,  214, — 267.  (fee  offices)     had  each  a  plu- 
rality of  paftors,   225,  226.  230,    women  employed  in  them 
to  teach  and  watch  over  their  own  fex,  241,-24^.    ordinan- 
ces obferved  by  them,   282,-340.     viz,  preaching,  282, — 
a85.    teaching,  2 86.    exhortation,  ibid,    reading  the  Scrip- 
tures, 287.    the  fellowfiiip,   289, — 291.    the  Lord's  fupper, 
291, — 301.     prayer  and  praife,  302, — 304.     fading,   304, — 
307.     fan<flification  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  308, — 312. 
baptifm,  313, — 340,    difcipline,  341, — 370.    the  excellence 
and   advantage  of  their  conftitution  obferved,  395, — 407. 
from  its  fimplicity,  395.     its  fuitablenefs  to  a  ftate  of  frater- 
nal union,   397.     its  tendency  to  cherifh  dependence  on 
Chrift,  398.     to  detedl  falfe  profeflbrs,  ibid,     to  promote  hu- 
mility, or  juft  views  of  a  perfon's  own  charadler,  400.    to 
prevent  error,  401.     to  fpread  the  gofpel,  402.    and  by  what 
means,  403, — 407. 
Apojlolic  firaclice^  confequences  of  not  holding  it  ftridlly,  as  en- 
joined on  the  firft  churches,  70,-^74.     objedlicns  to  its  ob- 
fervance  at  prefent,  ftated  and  anfwered,  74, — 78.     the  laws 
of  it  not  fitted  for  any  except  believers  in  Chrift,  174. 

B 

Ballantine,  Mr,  quoted  on  the  eldcrfliip  or  preft)ytery  of  the 
apoftolical  churches,  225, — 230. 

Baptife,  meaning  of  the  term,  33S, — 340. 

Baptifm,  a  divine,  but  not  a  focial  ordinance,  313.  is  emblema- 
tic, ibid  has  come  in  the  room  ot  circumtifion,  325,  ^x6. 
the  mode  of  it,  338, — 340 

Baptifm^  infant,  ftands  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  fandlifica- 
tion  ot  the  Lord's  day,  325.  arguments  for,  and  anfwers  to 
«bje(5tions  againll  it,  325, — 340. 
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Bigots,  why  confiftent  Chriftians  To  called,  6. 

Bigotry  defined,  123.  and  cenfared,  124.  the  charge  of  it  fre- 
quently mifappUcd,  124, — ii6. 

Bijbops,  their  being  confidered  fucceffbrs  of  the  apoftles.was  the 
origin  of  that  fpiritual  wickednefs,  confummated  in  the  man 
of  fin,  47. 

Blackburk,  Archdeacon,  quoted  on  the  Reformation,  loz. 

Boston,  Mr,  of  Ettrick,  extia<£l  from  his  life,  fhewing  how  the 
union  betwixt  church  and  ftate  leads  to  unfcriptural  views  of 
fubjedlion  to  raagiftracy,  441,  443. 

Breaking-  of  breads  (fee  Lord's /upper). 

Brothefiy  lovCy  why  fo  much  inculcated  by  the  apollles,  139. 

C 

Calvik,  a  tenet  of  his,  105.  on  the  weekly  obfervance  of  the 
Lord's  fupper,  ap 8. 

Campbeli.,  Dr,  quoted  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  cburcb,  130, 
— 133.  on  clerical  diftindions,  14a, — 153.  his  arguments, 
ihewing  that  the  apuftles  can  have  no  facceflbrs,  »i6,  117. 
his  confutation  of  the  fuppofed  diilindlion  betwixt  preaching 
and  ruling  elders,  or  clergy  and  laity,  231, — 236.  on  the 
fuppofed  indelibility  of  the  clerical  chara<fler,  272, — 277. 
referred  to  on  religious  titles,  aSo.  on  the  meaning  of  the 
terms,  fchifm  and  herefy,  386, 387.  on  the  union  betwixt 
church  and  ftate,  430, — 433, 

Charles  V.  anecdote  of,  114.  note. 

Christ,  his  kingdom  immoveable,  his  laws  therefore  unchange- 
able, 60,  61.    governs  his  churches  by  love,  138, 

Chriftians^  defire  of  knowing  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God,  and 
obeying  what  they  do  know,  eflential  to  their  charadler,  9. 

Cbriftian  churches^  the  purpofes  of,  18.  134, 135.  laws  neceffary 
for  them,  19.  the  wifdom  of  God  alone  capable  of  making 
fuch  laws,  19,  20.  their  order  fixed  in  the  Scriptures, 
43,  the  contrary  difproved,  13, — 2>^  that  all  Chriftians  are 
bound  to  oblerve  the  univerfal  and  approved  pracflices  of  the 
firft  churches,  recorded  in  Scripture,  proved,  and  objedlions 
refuted,  36, — 100.  authority  and  qualifications  given  the 
apodies  to  eftablilh  the  firft  churches,  39.  no  liberty  per- 
mitted   to   thefe   churches  to  deviate  in  any  thing  from  the 
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commandments  ani^  rpjl^s  given  tfaera,  40.     ate  repreicnt^ 
tjpnp  of  the  church  ayboye,  135.     duties  of  memberK  to  eac||^^ 
other,  136.     are  calculated  to  promote  the  converfion  of  Hn.fl 
ners,  137.     how  the  government  of  thefe  differs  from  civi| 
governments,  140.   poflefs  no  diicretionary  powers,  141.   the 
Jaws  prefcribed  for  them  not  intended  nor  adapted  for  unl?elie- 
vcKj  142.     were  cprapleteJy  independent  of  each  other,  157, 
r—i S9'  i<^3«     but  their  independency  does  not  prevent  their 
liniop  and  cp-op«^ action,  1 67.    chara<fter  of  their  members,  and 
objedlions  to  it  anfwered,   173, — ip6.     ought  each  to  have  a 
plurality  of  elders,  250.    and  of  deacons,  ifz      (hould  make 
the  gofpel  found  out  from  them,  « 54,— 256.    wh?.t  kind  o£ 
fubjediion  they  owe  to  their  elders,  258.  z4i,  262.     ought  to 
be  much  in  prayer  for  them  and  for  each  other,  263.    to  che- 
rifli  a  fpirit  of  mutual  fubmiflion  in  the  Lord,.  263.     to  ad- 
monifh  their  elders,  if  neceflary,  264. 
Chrijiiamty  leaves  office-bearers  and  others  juft  where  it  fbund 

them,  as  to  civil  honour  or  condition,   278. 
Church,  meaning  of  the  word,   130.     does  not  denote  elders,  nor 
other  reprefentatives,  143, — 152.     objetflions  to  this,  taken 
from  Adts  ii.  41.  47,  iv.  4.  y.  14.  confidered  and  refuted,  153, 
—154.    the  true  nature  of  a  church  of  Chrift,  i6p.  j66.    ad- 
miffion  to  it  the  right  of  all  who  love  the  Saviour,  375,   evils 
arifing  from  its  union  with  the  world,  408. 
Church  members^   their   charadler,    193,—- 2o5.     remarks  as    to, 
their   admiflion,  2o6,<»— zi8.     love,  the  only  bond  of  their 
union,  347.     muft  avoid  unkindnefs  to  each  other,  348.     of- 
fences not  to  be  allowed  to  remain,  but  difcipline  muft  be 
applied,  ibid,  and  349.     See  Addrefs. 
Ghvrcb  order,  evils  from  not  keeping  its  end  in  view,  118,     the 
nature  and  principles  of  it,     not  adapted  for  wicked  nor      ^_ 
merely  moral  men,  14^.  ^^1 

Church  reprefentuti've,  not  known  till  about  the  middle  of  the      ^ 
t>ird  century,   150.     the  notiojn  of  it  a  mere  ufurper  of  later 
datp,  J51.  ^ 

Church  andjtate^  confeguences  of  alliance  between  them,  408^ 

448.       '■ 
Ch2trchct,  fee  Apojlolical,  fee  Chrijlian, 
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Circumeijion^  what  it  fignified,  321*  fuperfeded  by  baptifm 
which  comes  in  ifs  place,  3^5. 

CLEMKNi  \lexandrinus  referred  to,  on  infant  l)aptifm,  334. 

Clergy,  ■  onfequences  of  diftiniflions  among  them,  143,-151. 
the  nypocnly  and  nnmoraiity  of  fuch,  a  ftrong  hold  of  infi- 
delity, 425, — 428- 

Clergy  atid  laity,  the  diJlin6lion  betnveen.  its  hiftory  and  confu- 
tation,  130, — 236.     how  kept  up,  279. 

ConfcjOions  of  faith  of  human  compojition.  what  led  to  them,  io6» 
iiijuied  the  Retonnation,  ibid  led  to  intolerance  amongft 
Proteftants,  107.  regarded  as  ftandards,  113.  that  of  Weft- 
minlter  quoted,  ibid. 

Confcience.  the  danger  of  difregarding  its  dicHrates,  127. 

Council  of  fixty-fix  billiops,  mt't  at  Carthage  in,  248,  referred  to- 
on the  fubje<5l  of  infant  baptilm,  ^34. 

Covenant  with  Abraham^  the  nature  and  import  of  it  confidered,. 

D 

Hay  the  Lord's^  its  hiftory,  and  the  obligation  to  fandlify  it,  308,. 
—312. 

Beaconejfes,  or  female  deacons,  were  in  the  apoftolical  churcheSf 
241.— f 4 3.  their  utility,  i66.  their  office  ought  to  be  re- 
vived in  Chriftian  churches,  ibid,  objections  anfwered,  ibid, 
and  167. 

Deacons^  origin  of  their  office,  their  qualifications  and  bufinefs, 
244.  fome  of  thofe  in  the  apoftohcal  churches  were  women, 
245, —  250.  every  church  ought  to  have  a  plurality  of  dea- 
cons, 25  i  fliould  be  refpedled  in  the  church,  264.  and 
have  their  fuUeft  confidence,  265.  who  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice, ibid,  were  ordained,  in  the  apoftolical  churches,  by  im- 
pofition  of  hands  269  and  by  prayer  and  faftmg,  280.  the 
oraiffion  of  ordination,  in  later  times,  has  led  to  an  unfcrip- 
tural  diilindlion  betwixt  them  and  paftors,  270. 

DifcipLine  in  churches  treated  of,  341,— 37°-  *ts  neceffity,  341. 
itsobjed-s,  344.  who  are  the  fubjeds  of  it,  345.  the  lead- 
ing rule  of  it  in  Matthew  xviii-  15, — iS.  confidered,  346,— 
353.  public  offences,  what,  and  how  to  be  treated,  353. 
every  cafe  of  offence  fhould  be  probed  thoroughly,  355.  ad- 
roonitioa  ought  to  be  tendered  with  roecknefs  and  affcdlionj 
Ss3 
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i(fi4'  inadneJiate  exclufion  neceffary  in  certain  cafes,  ^66, 
the  judgment  of  charity,  fo  called,  tends  to  miflead  in  cafes 
QCdifcipUne,  3^7,  3,68.  confcflion  of  fin  not  fufiicieflt  in  cer« 
^ain  cat>6,  ^9.  lukewarmnefs  in  religion  requires  adniont<r 
tipn,  ibid  fufpendiiig  of  mfimbers,  unfcriprural,  360.  con- 
dmft  of  a  church  towards  members  who  withdraw  or  are  tx- 
cljwded,  362,  towards  thofe  who  catife  divifions,  ibid,  everjft 
cafe  fliould  be  conducted  with  ranch  patience,  t^Gy  offencr 
muft'  not  be  taken  but  on  go<jd  grounds,  2>^\>  its  excellencs 
and  importance,  3^7,"'-«37n>. 

I>iv^Jlty  of  opinion  ampngft  Chriftia'ns  refpedl  ing  fqcial  worfhip, 
accounted  for.  and  its  evils  pointed  out,  loi  .-v*^!  i  z . 

DoHrine  and  difcipline,  improper  diftindlion  betwixt  thefe  cer>-. 
forcd,  and  the  evils  refulting  from  it  pointed  out,  122,-^128. 

DoDDTRiDGE,  Dr,  referred  to  on  the  weeki;  abfefvance  of  the 
Lord's  fupper.  ui^p.  note. 
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EcKius,  Luther's  adverfary,  employed  fame  weapons  againft  him. 
which  the  Prefbytertans  ufe  againft  the  Independtnts,  163. 

Edwards,  Prefidt lit,  quoted,  59,  on  the  parable  of  the  tares 
and  the  wheat,  19^4. 

Eldtr,  origin  of  the  term,  2zr.  that,  and  bilhop,  fynonymous-^ 
'-19. 

^Wfrj,  their  qualifications,  219.     their  bufinefs,   220.257.     by 

.whom  chofen,  zzi.  tht- diltiniftion  betwixt  preaching  anif 
ruling  eiders,  231— -z  ^6.  no  fuperiority  of  office  amongft 
the  elders,  although  they  may  diftnbute  their  labours  accord- 
ing to  their  peculiar  gifts,  137,-240.233.  their  right  to 
maintenance,  241.  every  church  ought  to  have  »  plurality 
of  elders,  250,  2^1,  not  abfolutely  ntceflary  that  they  relin- 
quifli  their  worldly  employments,  153, —  z^e.  but  ic  is  very 
defirable  that  ont  of  the  elderftiip,  in  every  church,  Ihould 
•  wholly  devote  hi«f  time  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  iss» 
have  rule,  and  muft  be  obeyed,  only  according  to  the  laws  of 
Jelus  Chrift,  253.  muft  not  require  nor  accept  obedience  to 
thunfelves,  but  only  for  the  Kmgot  Sion.  259.  ought  to  be 
jealous  left  the  people  fubmit  to  them  inftead  of  Chrift.  260. 
were  appointed  in  the  apoftolical  churches  by  impofition  of 
hands,  269.  objertions  to  this  «ow,  aniwcred,  270.  thrir 
ordination  preceded  by  prayer  and  falling,  280,  281, 


"*y 


rw  D  E  X.  4S7 

Erajiians  notkec],  ii6. 

£jt&KiNE,  Dr,  quoted,  on  what  was  typified  by  the  outer  courts 
139.  on  the  characfler  and  privileges  of  the  Chriitian  church, 
197, — 106  on  the  weekly  oblervance  of  the  ordinance  o£ 
the  Lord's  tapper,  297. 

Evangeli/ls,  their  office  in  the  apoftolital  churches,  tiS. 

Exbortaticn^  aa  ordinance  in  the  apoftoUcai  churches,  zB6, 

F 

Tajling  and  prayer,  an  ordinance  of  Chrift,  and  obferved  in  the 
apoftolical  churches,  504 — ^o5, 

Feajls  of  charity,  fee  love-feajls. 

TellonvjMp  meetings^,  as  formed  and  condudltd  in  Scotland,  re- 
femblt  Chriitian  churches  more  nearly  than  thofe  fbcieties 
which  are  generally  denominated  churches,  i(5p.  their  ori- 
gin in  Scotland,  170,  171. 

Felloivjhip,  the,  or  contribution,  a  church  ordinance,  289.  the 
purpofe  of  It   290,  391. 

forbearance,  37c — 3S3.  preliminary  remarks  on  it,  37T,  def- 
potiim,  the  conlequence  of  ehurches  not  exercifing  it,  372. 
the  neceffity  of  it  fhewn  from  the  various  attainments  of 
church  members,  373.  and  from  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  confcience,  374.  it  fliould  alio  be  Ihewn  by  individual 
members  to  the  church.  ^74.  the  apoftles  exhorted  the 
churches  to  the  pradlic*  of  it,  376-*~J79.  it  will  be  found  to 
extend  m  proportion  as  real  religion  picrails  in  a  church, 
3S0.  evils  ariting  from  the  want  of  it,  381.  but  it  muft  not 
prevent  atiy  one  fiom  obeying  his  own  convielions  of  duty, 
though  rioinv  to  might  be  offenfive  to  others,  38a.  points 
requiring  forbearance  mull  diminifli,  in  proportion  as  the 
word  of  God  is  followed,  3^4. 

G 

GiSBORNE,   Mr,  his  excellent  ruraarks  on  the  parable  of  the 

tares  and  the  wheat,  195,  195. 
Glas,  Mr,  quoted  on  impofittion  of  hands,  271. 
Go&,   believers  refemble  nim  in  exadl  proportion  as  they  know 

him,  5.     bellows  bleflings  on  his  people  only  in  the  way  of 

obedience  to  his  commandments   134. 
Guods  community  of,  not  a  matter  of  apoftolical  injundlion — the 

practice  of  the  church  at  Jerufaicm,  recorded  in  Ac5lsiv,  con- 

fidered,  79 — S5, 
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H 

Hair,  long,  what  in  the  fenfc  of  Scripture ;  and  why  prohibited^ 

9y 

Hallet,  Mr,  quoted  on  herefy,  390,  391. 

Hands,  impolition  of,  an  ancient  cuftom,  268.  ufed  on  various 
occafions,  ibid. 

IIardy,  Dr,  treated  with  ridicule  the  idea  of  the  order  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  being  prefcribed  in  Scripture,  i56.  anec- 
dote ot  hinri.  ibid.  note. 

Heref\\  fee  Schifm^ 

I 

Indifferent  thingSy  a  quotation  from  Locke  refpec^linjjr,  \%.     dan. 

ger  of  holding  any  thin^  in  reiigion  to  be  fuch,  exemphfied 

in  Meiandlhon  the  reformer^  42. 

K 

King  James  I.  a  favourite  faying  of  his,  142. 

King,  Lord,  his  enquiry  into  the  order,  &.c.  of  the  firft  churches' 
referred  to,  50 

Kijs  of  charity^  what  meant  by  it,  91,  91. 
L 

Locke  quoted,  refpefting  things  indifferent,  and" the  power  of 
the  civil  magiltrate  in  religion,  12— 14.  iefpe<fting  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  laws  to  every  church  or  Icriety,  19.  on  the  evils  of 
the  union  of  the  church  and  the  world.  416.  on  perfecu- 
ting  churches.  433.  on  their  inconfiftency  in  perfecuting 
opinions,  and  yet  tolerating  the  moft  flagitious  vices,  ^34— 
436  on  the  reafonablenef"  and  necfflity  of  toleration,  and 
its  advantages  both  to  Chnllianity  and  civil  fociety,  443— 

457- 

herd's /upper  y  daily  obfervance  of  it,  not  enjoined  on,  nor  gene- 
rally pradliied  by  the  firft  churches,  86— 89.  an  ordinance 
in  the  apoftolical  churches,  292.  is  a  fecial  ordinance,  ibid.. 
was  obferved  every  Loid's  day,  193—297  has  been  much 
abufed  and  niifunderftood,  300.  objedlion  to  the  weekly  ob- 
fervance of  it  anfwered,  301. 

Lo've-Jeajls,  congregational ^  no  part  of  the  pradlice  of  the  apofto- 
lic  churches,  S9,  90, 

M 

Macknigbt,  Or,  quoted  on  the  office  of  female  deacons,  X42. 
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«45.-r-^5o.    pn  the  excellence  of  church  dUcipIine,  367— 

370- 

Magiftrate^  his  interference  in  matters  of  religion,  originates  in 
Judaifm,  115.  obedience  to  him  in  civil  things,  the  law  of 
Chrift,  ^96. 

Martyr,  Justin,  quoted  on  infant  baptifm,  334. 

Mi;)X)LETON,  Dr,  quoted  on  the  eftedl  of  civil  edablUhinents  of 
Chriftianity  in  perverting  the  mind  as  to  the  Scripture  ^ocr 
trine  of  fubmiffion  to  raagiftracy,  439,  440. 

MosuEiM,  Or,  referred  to.,  50  maintains  that  change  of  cir* 
cumftances  warrants  deviations  from  the  pradlice  of  apofto- 
lic  churches,  6i.  abfurdity  of  his  reafoning  (hewn,  6^.  re- 
ferred to,  8t.  quoted  on  the  mutual  love  and  beneficence  of 
the  firft  Chriftians,  35-  on  the  independency  of  the  churche* 
in  the  early  times,  163. 

O 

O'Beirne,  Dr,  Bifliopof  Meath,  quotation  from  his  charge  to  hi» 
clergy,  on  hypocrify  and  immorality  amongft  clergymen,  425, 

Offices  in  the  Chriftian  church,  all  refolveable  into  thofe  of  bifhop, 
elder,  and  deacon,  68      extraordinary  offices  did  not  proper- 
ly belong  to  any  church,  liii.     what  thefe  were,  7i6.     that 
the  ftated'offices  were  thofe  only  of  elder  and  deacon,  zip. 
Opinion,  fee  Bi'verfity, 

Ordinances^  departure  from  their  fimplicity,  generally  the  firft 
ftep  in  the  progrefs  of  error,  46.  of  great  importance  ia 
the  view  of  the  apoftles,  48.  not  arbitrary  nor  indifferent,/^/^, 
the  fume,  delivered  to  all  the  churches,  ibid,  called  com- 
trtandments  of  the  Lord,  43.  in  their  obfervance,  no  regard 
to  be  paid  to  the  local  or  temporary  circumllances  of  churches, 
51.  New  Teftament  contains  a  complete  fyftera  of  thofe  ta 
be  obferved  by  Chriftian  churches,  53,  thofe  obferved  by  the 
apoftolical  churches,  28a — 340. 

Ordination  treated  of,  168— i8i.  the  term  has  been  raifapplicd, 
to  fupport  the  diftincftion  between  clergy  and  laity,  26S.  its 
meaning,  ibid,  does  not  confer  an  indelible  chara<5ler,  ayi— 
«77.  how  the  original  idea  of  it  was  perverted,  277.  its 
abufc  in  fome  modern  miffions,  378. 

Oricen  referred  to,  on  the  fubjed:  of  infant  baptifm,  334, 

Outer  court  of  th^  t^m^l^  what  typijSted  by  it,  139. 
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OwEH,  Dr,  quoted  on  the  meaning  of  the  term  haptife,  340. 
note. 

P 

Paul's  vow,  Adls  xviii.  18.   xxi.  23.   confidered,  9<S,  97, 

Pelagius  referred  to  on  the  fubjedt  of  infant  baptifm,  333. 

Perfecution  has  always  been  more  dire(5led  againft  deviations 
from  laws  of  human  invention,  than  againft  grofs  fins,  1x5. 

Pope  the  greatcft  heretic,  390. 

Praife,  a  church  ordinance,  but  not  exclufively  fuch,  303. 

Prayer^  a  church  ordinance,  but  not  exclufively  fuch,  301.  in 
the  church,  not  confined  to  the  tlders,  303. 

Preaching,  an  ordinance  of  Chrift,  282.  and  a  church  ordinance, 
483.  does  not  exclufively  belong  to  paftors,  ibid,  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  thofe  who  have  talents  for  it,  284. 

Precepts,  thofe  of  the  New  Teftament  complete  for  all  the  pur^, 
pofes  which  Chrift  intended  for  his  churches,  51.  their  prac> 
tical  tendency  ftiewn,  57.  delivered  in  the  fame  manner  re» 
fpe<5ling  church  order,  as  refpedling  doftrines,  58.  of  uni- 
veifal  and  perpetual  obligation,  6^ — 68. 

Prejhytery  of  a  church,  of  whom  compofed,  425, 

Prophets  in  the  apoftolical  churches,  their  office,  «i7. 

R 

Randal,  Mr,  quoted,  74.  106.  on  the  weekly  obfervancc  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  296. 

Reformation  from  Popery,  in  what  it  began,  47.  injured  by 
confeffions  of  faith  too  fpeedily  drawn  up,  106. 

Reformers,  Chriftians  cannot  be  fuiBciently  grateful  to  God  for 
having  raifed  them  up,  102.  laboured  under  prejudices  from 
education,  ibid,  were  afraid  of  reforming  ftrictly  according  to 
the  Scriptures,  ibid,  oppofed  by  rulers  inftigated  by  the  priefts, 
103.  adopted  a  middle  courfe,  and  why,  104^  confounded  the 
kingdomof  Chrift  with  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  religi- 
ous with  civil  freedom,  105  made  too  much  ufe  of  the  fathers, 
and  too  little  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  ibid,  their  practice, 
in  fome  instances,  greatly  different  from  their  principles,  106. 
very  foon  drew  up  their  ConfeJJions,  and  fo  marred  the  Refor- 
mation, ibid  their  Confeffions  different,  and  ibrced  upon 
the  nations,  107 — 114.  their  condu(fl  a  leading  caufe  of  the 
iiverfity  of  opinions  amongft  Proteftants,  115. 
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Religion,  civil  eftablifhments  of,  their  confequences  on  Christian- 
ity confidered,  429 — 458.  their  origin,  439.  their  injury  to 
the  state,  439 — 443. 

Robertson,  Dr,  quoted  on  intolerance  in  religion,  as  fliewn  by 
the  Reformers,  107 — 113. 

Rutherford,  Mr  Samuel,  quoted  on  the  evils  of  the  union 
of  the  church  and  the  world,  417. 

Rome,  the  church  of,  its  abominations  began  with  deviation 
from  the  apostolic  model  of  churches,  102. 

S 

Saints,  the  term,  applied  only  to  believers,  177, 
Scbifm  and  herefy,  384 — 394.     meaning  of  the  term  fchifm,  384. 
in  what  this  evil  consists,  ibid,    reparation,  unlefs  finful,  does 
not    imply   it,   385.     Herefy,  meaning  of  the  term,  385. 
great  affinity  in  fignification  between  thefe  two  terms,  386. 
•        in  what  herefy  consists,  387,  388.     Separating  from  Anti- 
christian  focieties,  not  herefy,  but  the  avoiding  of  it,  389. 
fuch  focieties  in  their  nature  heretical,  and  the  Pope  the 
greateft  heietic,  390.     objcdlions  against  leaving  a  church, 
though  corrupt,    anfwered,    392, 393.    but   they   will  re- 
main, while  human  authority  in  religion  is  in  any  degree  re- 
tained, 394. 
Scriptures,  their  perfe(flion,    1.  18.    why  venerated  by  Chrif- 
tians,  2.     holding  any  part  of  them  indifferent  and  unimpor- 
tant, cenfured  as  an  impeachment  of  the  wifdom  of  God,  ibid. 
consistent   in  every  part,   }.    effedt  of  ignorance  of  any  one 
part  of  them,   ihid.     holinefs,  their  objedl  throughout,  4. 
what  they  fay  refpedling  the  order  of  churches,  thought  by 
fome  to  render  men  lefs  Spiritual,  ibid,    are  all  pradlical,  <J. 
39.     are   properly  refpedled  when   wholly  attended  to,  7. 
benefit  of  minutely  attending  to  them,   ibid,     pronenefs  in 
men  to  err,  a  reafon  of  diligent  enquiry  and  study,  9.     con- 
fequences of  a  fuppoied  latitude  in  them,  to.     requifite  dif- 
pofuions  for  the  study  of  them,  ibid,     destroyed  altogether 
as  a  rule,  if  n)tn  may  add  to,  or  lake  from  them,  11.     bene- 
fit arifing  from  studying  them  in  all  their  parts,   i  <,.     awful 
judgment  denounced  on  thofe  who  add  to, or  take  away  from 
any  part  ot  them,  16.     that  judgment  fuppofes  that  nothing 
but  the  Scriptures  can  bind  mens  confciences  in  religion,  18. 
are  adapted  to  the  character  and  circumstances  of  men,  and 
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must  therefore  contain  a  clear  and  preclfe  rule,  i8. 
them  a  church  ordinance,  287. 
Separation  from  the  nvorld,  evils  arifing  from  the  negledl  of, 
408 — 443.      fuch  feparation  a  part  of  the  redemption  o 
Christ,  408.    all  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  tend  to  promote 
it,  409,     how  it  came  to  be  negledled,  ibid,    difregard  o: 
the  interefts  of  each  other,   amongst  church  members,  one. 
fruit  of  this  negledl,  410.    another,  that  the  apostolical  di-. 
redlionsto  turn  away,  and  thofe  relating  to  mutual  overfight, 
iove,  &tc.  were  rendered  ufelefs,  41 1.     a  third,  was  the  unioa 
of  the  church  with  the  world,  with  its  numerous  train  o# 
mifchiefs  to  all,  412 — 415,    423,  424.     to  ministers  particu*' 
larly,  415—421.    and  to  their  labours,  423. 
T 
Tares  and  the  ivheatt  the  parable  of,  confidered,  193,  194.    re- 
markable quotation  from  Prelident  Edwards  on  this  fubjeft, 
ibid,    excellent  obfervations  of  Mr  Giiborne  on  this  parable, 
'95- 
Teaching,  an  ordinance  in  the  apostolical  churches,  and  what  it 

is,  285. 
Titlei,  religious,  unfcriptural  and  prejudicial,  27^.     were  mul- 
tiplied as  real  religion  declined,  280. 
Toleration  first  admitted  in  the  United  Provinces,  1 1 1.    the  rca- 
fonablenefs  and  neceffity  of  it,  443 — 453.    the  benefit  of  it 
to  the  state,  457,  458. 
TraJiJlators,  of  the  common  verfion  of  the  Scriptures,  did  not 

tranflate  the  fame  words  uniformly,  147. 
Truths  divine,  why  not  revealed  in  the  form  of  human  fysteins,  56. 

W 
Walker,  Mr,  of  Dublin,  quoted,  54.  61, 
WaJlAng  the  faints*  feet ,  what  meant  by  this,  92. 
WiCKLiFFE   dilliked    applying  church    and  churchmen  merely 
to  the  clergy,  15  a.  note,     thought  priests  and  deacons  the 
only  two  offices  in  the  church,  219.  note. 
fVitl'tvorfhip^  abhorred  of  God,  21.     wherein  it  consists,  U)id, 

THE    END, 
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